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TRANSLATOR'S INTRODUCTION 

IF there be one defect more peculiarly English than 
another it is the tendency to sneer at everything 
foreign, at everything that is not familiar, every- 
thing outside the daily experience of our narrow 
life. Talking the other day with a man of acknowledged 
ability and great public worth, I happened to mention 
the name of Kant. " Of one thing I can assure you,'' 
said my friend, " I am too old to have anything to do 
with German philosophy." Coming from such a man 
these words set me wondering. Does there, after all, 
exist such a thing as German philosophy? Surely 
philosophy is the common possession of all mankind, not 
the monopoly of any one race or language. There can be 
few men in the world, whatever their nationality may be, 
who donot sometimes "think about thought." The famous 
misunderstood " Cogito ergo sum " of Descartes, con- 
cerning which Chamberlain has much to say, must often 
come into the least thoughtful minds. Why am I ? 
What am I ? What are the relations between me and 
the world ? are questions which are no more than what 
is contained in the old Greek precept yvStOt <reavTov. 

The investigation of the laws of human thought, its 
objects, methods, and results, belong to all hiunanity, 
otherwise it is nothing. And in the case of Kant, that 
great Lord of Thought, how far can he be called German? 
Have we Britons, too, not some small hereditary share 
in the legacy which he has left to the world ? True he 
was the son of a humble saddler of Konigsberg — Konigs- 
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viii TRANSLATOR'S INTRODUCTION 

berg, where he was bom and educated, and whkh he 
never left during all the long eighty years of his life, not 
even for a butterfly's summer holiday. But that saddler 
was a Scot by origin. How he and his had found their 
way to that far away northern town at a time when travel 
was so difficult, I know not, but it is a feather in the cap 
of our country, that perhaps the most wonderful brain that 
ever thought, the brain whose power was, as Goethe said, 
so great that even those who had never read Kant were 
nevertheless unwittingly influenced by his writings, came 
of our blood. We may be proud that we too have our 
part, remote though it be, in his glory. 

It is well that the latest, and by no means the least, 
tribute to this gigantic intellect should have been paid 
by an Englishman, albeit he has chosen the Gennadi 
language as the vehicle for his thought. Ifr. Chamber- 
lain's countrjrmen must always regret the circumstances 
that have caused him to adopt a foreign country and a 
foreign tongue. In my introduction to another master- 
piece of his, " The Foundations of the Nineteenth Cen- 
tury," I have given the causes of that alienation — an 
alienation not altogether of his own choosing. I need not 
repeat the story here. 

I make no apology for my attempt to reproduce his 
work upon Kant in an English dress for the benefit oi 
those of Mr. Chamberlain's countrymen to whom the 
German language is a hindrance. The task which I have 
set myself has been one of great difficulty. It is com- 
paratively easy to translate a work of fiction, or even a 
political work, but in attempting to render into another 
language a book in which every sentence has been thought 
out and weighed with, I might almost say, mathematical 
accuracy, the translator is face to face with the danger 
that a mere shadow of a word may introduce an important 
element of confusion. Style must, of necessity, often be 
sacrificed to the most literal, unchsdiengeable truth. 
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TRANSLATOR'S INTRODUCTION ix 

For the exactness of the translation I can ofier the 
security of Mr. Chambeilain himself. He has taken the 
pams to read it through from Alpha to Omega. He has 
been so kind as to make many suggestions, and not a few 
em^idations. I am therefore in a position to lay before 
the public a version of his work which has satisfied his 
critical judgment. His own introduction amply explains 
what has been his aim, and what are the means by which 
he has attempted to reach it. It was a happy inspiration 
which led him to test what he calls Kant's " style of 
thought/' by comparing it critically with that of the five 
great Thinkers whose methods he analyses with all the 
learning and power of argument for which he is famous. 
The high praise with which this endeavour has been 
received by the literary world of Germany will, I hope, 
find an echo among the learned of his own country. 
Should it fail to do so it will be my fault and not his. 
One thing must be remembered. Mr. Chamberlain warns 
us over and over again that here is no exhaustive treatise 
upon Kant's philosophy. It is an introduction to the 
man himself. He, as it were, leads us to Kant, enables 
us to judge of his personality, to see how and why he has 
become such a power in the world of thought. He wishes 
to make us know Kant;, and, knowing him, to love him 
as he loves him. No great Teacher ever had a more 
devoted disciple than Chamberlain is to Kant : even in 
the kmg years of illness under which he. suffered, he teUs 
us that he found in Kant a sympathy and a consolation. 

Inunanuel Kant as he shows him to us is a wonderful 
and an engaging personality — ^perhaps the sun in heaven 
nevar shone upon a stranger being than the Scottish- 
German Konigsberg professor. 

If under Chamberlain's guidance you penetrate into 
the great man's sanctum, you will find a small wizen man, 
hardly above a dwarf in stature, with sharp inquisitive 
features, and an eye that penetrates your very soul, and 

I.— A3 
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seems to flood the whole room with light. His portrait by 
Ddbler ^ows him dressed with scrupulotis care. Be- 
ru£9ed and be-frilled» his appearance is that of an old 
French Marquis of the (£il-de-Boeuf . Fine clothes are 
his one sacrifice to the Arts ; he conceives it to be his 
duty to his visitors and to himself to appear to the best 
advantage. One feels inclined to wish that some of the 
modem men of learning would take a leaf out of his book, 
slovenliness and economy of soap being in his esteem 
no emblems of wisdom. He, on the contraiy, is as w^ 
groomed as any Beau Brummell, and, great philosc^her 
as he is, no petit nuMre was ever more delicately turned 
out. Such was the appearance of the man. 

And his conversation I He has read every book of 
travel that he can lay his hand upon. His knowledge of 
the cities of Europe, especially of Italy, is so accurate 
that you would imagine that he had spent his life in 
travelling. An Eng^hman arrives in K&iigsberg and 
the conversation happens to turn upon Westminster 
Bridge. The Briton is at fault, but Kant sets him right 
with as great accuracy as if he had been the surveyor 
who took out the quantities for the builder. His delight 
is in works on anthropology, architecture, natural science, 
history. Don't presume to talk to him of philosophy ! 
he will have none of it — ^nor does he seem even to have 
read the works of contemporary thinkers, save in the case 
of Fichte, where he was eager to show that the man had 
had the audacity to pretend that he based his philosophy 
upon him. 

Little short of miraculous were Kant's grip and per- 
sistence. He was a mere boy when he chose " the lonely 
furrow " which he was to plough. During the eighty 
long years of his life he kept to the course which he had 
laid for himself. Never for an instant did he swerve to 
the right or to the left, and it was not until he was sixty 
years of age that he conceived himself to be sufficiently 
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equipped to face the public with his masterpiece. It must 
be allowed that this showed phenomenal determination. 

As to his moral courage there can be no two opinions. 
He was the deadly foe of all that is false, of all supersti- 
tion, of all dogma,—- of all davery. He preached the 
freedom of man, — the " freedom of freedom." Religion 
he looked upon as the duty which man owes to himself, 
as " the recognition of all our duties as Divine Com- 
mands " ; God is a moral necessity, something beyond 
comprehension : yet " that there is a God in nature " 
cannot be disputed. And this is the man whom church- 
men have been apt to hold up to execration as irreligious I 

His physical courage was no less than his moral courage. 
Fear was unknown to him. Upon one occasion a burglar 
broke in upon him. He had mistaken his man. In that 
puny body there was, to borrow an image from Eothen, 
" the pluck of ten battalions." Kant rushed upon the 
thief with the concentrated rage of a wounded tiger : 
the intruder was so taken aback by the sudden fury of 
the attack that he decamped, leaving the small philos- 
opher master of the field. 

AVhat did the burglar expect to find in that simple 
home ? It was bare of all ornament, for art did not 
appeal to Kant. Save only for the pcMtrait of Rousseau 
his walls were callow ; he looked upon pictures as mere 
witnesses of the vanity of those who hung them. His 
only gems were his thoughts, his wealth the rich mine of 
wisdom and reason, and it is to that treasure-house that 
Chamberlain lovingly and eloquently invites us here. 

The translation of the notes is the work of BIr. Rudolf 
BUnd. To him is due that important part of the book. 

REDESDALE. 
AfrU 8, 1914. 
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INTRODUCTORY 



(HE philosophy of Immanuel Kant arises out 
of the keenest dissection of the human in* 



T*' -^ ^- 

■ tellect, 2ui3 of its relation to surrounding 
^JL natm^ : i^ it possible to place a clear con- 
ception of it before a lay public not previously prepared 
for its reception ? Can a critical theory of recognition 
be set out in such a way as to be generally intelligible ? 
I hardly think so. And yet the wish not to leave a man 
of Kant's importance to be the monopoly of a caste of the 
learned, but to make him a most precious possession of 
all cultured people, is so well justified, that it is begin- 
ning to spring up in many directions : already a number 
of good men and true have, each according to his own 
manner, kept this aim before them and done much 
valuaUe work. Kant had said that he was bom too soon, 
and that a century must pass before his morning should 
arise. That day is now dawning. It is no mere coinci- 
dence that the first complete and accurate edition of the 
various writings and letters of Kant should have hegpn 
to appear in the year 1900 ; the new century needs the 
protection of this strong intellect, that was able to say 
of its own philosophy that it wrought a revolution in the 
method of thought analogous to that of Copernicus in 
physics. To-day there are some few who know, and 
many who suspect, that this philosoi^y is destined to 
form a main pillar oi the culture of the future. Kant's 
method of thinking is a shield against the two opposite 
dangers — ^the dogmatism oi priestcraft and the super- 

3 
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stition of science ; at the same time it braces us for the 
self-sacrificing folfihnent of the duties of life. 

Where a need is great and universally felt, there many 
have the right to lend a hand. Schiller's verses are, as 
is well known, applicable to " Kant and his commu- 
tators "— 

How many beggars one rich man can feed t 
When kings start building, carters find their mork. 

I too am a b^;gar. A b^;gar who from his youth up has 
sat at the rich table of the King of Thinkers. Till now it 
was my wont to sit at this table, untroubled by caoe : I 
was rather b^;gar than carter ; I fed my intellect, but 
did not brings mysdf into play. Never would the thought 
have entered my brain that what was to me asi intimate 
event in my life might some day be turned to account 
for the b^iefit of otheis. In order that the reader may 
kbow exactly what has been my fixed goal in the follow- 
ing lectures, but may at the same time see what I do not 
aim at, I will first of all explain ^at have bc^n my 
relaticms to Kant — ^for so I may call them^-ancl then, in 
a few words, set out the special motive for their publica- 
tion. 

Kant's contemporaries are fond of dwelling upon, his 
eye. One of them writes : ** Kant's eye, out of which 
the deep look of his intellect shone forth veiled by a slight 
cloud, was, as it were, formed of the heavenly ether ; it 
is impossible to describe its bewitching glance." Another 
— a mere dry physician — says : " I cannot give m3^sdf 
free scope upon the subject of the intdlectual significance 
of his beautiful, large blue eye. Revealing a pure inmost 
clearness, it was at the same time an expres^on of good- 
ness of heart and kindliness, and specially did it beam 
upwards when Kant at table, bowed down with think- 
ing, would after a moment suddenly lift his head and 
address some one. It was as if a peaceful light, streaming 
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from him, sjH'ead itself over his words and illuminated 
all around it." That eye, formed out of the heavenly 
ether, that spread light over his words, his often 
obscure words, shone upon me the first time that I 
turned over the leaves of a book of Kant's. It may well 
be that I did not alwa3rs understand his language : his 
eye I always understood ; I honoured the philosopher, 
but the man stood still nearer to me ; that Sage in whose 
eye a whole philosophy is reflected, — a philosophy to 
which it is impossilde to give exhaustive expression in any 
scheme even were that scheme one of Kant's own de- 
vising, for the simple reason that it is far too unwonted, 
far too comprehensive and unfathomable, far too closely 
adapted to, and in harmcmy with, those riddles of life which 
can never be expressed in word^. And so, as the years 
ran on, I became more and more intimate with Kant. 
His manner of thinking grew into me, or I into it. And 
here there was one distinguishing characteristic feature 
in Kant's method of thinking which exercised a special 
stimulus upon my mind, and lightened the task of 
accepting his thoughts. For Kant's books, however dry 
and stiff they may appear at first sight, are living creations. 
In him there is no flat faultless exposition of a neatly 
chiselled S3^tem which on a given day is laid before the 
world as a finished whole, but the passionate work of a 
genius whose life's task is the inmost organisation of his 
philosophy, a life's task with which he is busied night 
and day from early youth to advanced old age, fully 
conscious of its importance to the human race. He him- 
self warns us in the most difficult of his works, the 
Critique of Pure Reason, to look upon it as " a document 
which runs on in freedom of speech," that is to say not 
to be too fussy about words, not to deal in learned hair- 
splittings. When in spite of this warning some new 
Editor, relying upon an extensive historical and critical 
collection of materials, undertakes to prove that the 
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different parts of this work were written at different 
times, — that Kant inserted new matter without having 
previously re-read that which went before and followed 
after — ^that he therefcnre repeated some things over and 
over again, leaving other things unsaid — ^that he was 
often faithless to his own definitions, or used different 
descriptions for the same circle of thoughts, — all these 
suspicions, many of which are certainly groundless, only 
go to show us that in this work we have before us some- 
thing which was the result of living thought, growing 
day by day, — not s<miething artificial and hide-bound, — 
and that it is based not upon words and definitions, but 
upon perceptions and convictions, and indeed upon per- 
ceptions and convictions which have all the more influence 
upon us in that they never freeze into numbness, but are 
viewed and described in one way to-day, in another to- 
morrow. " All that I wish is to be understood," Kant 
said in reply to the first of the long list of his profes- 
sional word-critics. It was thus that, in spite of his laby- 
rinthine sentences, Kant became dear to me as a writer. 
He never occupies himself with learning, but with life : 
the metaphysics of the schools are to him a wilderness. 
It is on the contrary the idea of personality which makes 
us conscious of " the august character of our nature " ; 
it is upon this, upon the liberation of man, upon the 
development of all the exalted qualities which lie hidden 
in his being, that Kant's whole method of thought is 
directed. It was at his instigation that I arrived at not 
allowing myself to be deterred by those pedants " who 
tear single points out of their context," and pick out 
" imaginary contradictions " ; but as " mastering the 
idea as a whole." That is the only thing that signifies, — 
the idea as a whole. It is this idea which at the outset 
drew my intellect to Kant. And what is this " idea as a 
wh(de," if it be not the personality itself which shone 
forth from that " bewitching eye," and is embodied here 
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in a i^iilosophy ? Goethe tells us that to busy himself 
with Kant acts upon him " like stepping into a brightly 
lighted rocnn." With me that feeling has alwa]^ been so 
vivid, that during long years of suffering, when all other 
reading was impossible, I could refresh myself with 
Kant. The mere contact with that intellect, purifies, 
braces^ and heals. Every man who approaches him in the 
right spirit will fed the same. 

Such, briefly told, are my personal experiences of Kant. 
But when a few years ago I was asked by friends, who 
had tried much and greatly failed, for advice as to how 
they should begin to make themselves familiar with the 
so much dreaded Kant, I was at the first blush puzzled 
as to what I should answer. There are, it is true, excellent 
books as introductions to Kant's critical world of thought, 
but they are to my thinking all marred by the same 
fault : they are technical^ and on that account attack 
the subject from an abstract point of view. Now I am 
of opinion that Kant must be the common property of 
all cultured persons, and to that end we must make his 
perscmality, and not the scheme of his thoughts, and 
least of all a single work such as the Fure Reason, the 
central point of the exposition. The living force of all 
that which takes effect mider the name of Kant, is the 
Man who lived at Kdnigsberg from 1724 to 1804. And so 
I ended by recommending my friends to begin with the 
descriptions of his Ufe, the old biographies by his con- 
temporaries. To read Jachmann, Borowski, and 
Vasianski is to honour Kant and to love Kant : whoever 
has done that is on the right way towards understanding 
him, and that with an incalculable advantage which 
appears from the followiog consideration. Few indeed 
will be in a position to understand Kant in the sense 
that they can see over the vast horizon which he over- 
looked, or to follow him down into those depths which it 
was hk peculiar, rare gift to fathom ; if we approach 
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him from one single side we shaD only see one porti<m of 
this philosophy, and that means a fraction, — something 
torn out,— essentially imperfect; whereas on the contrary 
if we take our start from the centre of the living person* 
ality, we shall be in a position to draw a circle round thh 
centre, wider or narrower in proportion to our gifts, and 
this circle, no matter how great may be its diameter, will 
be an organic whole. Only that which is harmony and 
all-round accomplishment can be called culture. It is 
not enough to make Kant accessiUe ; it must be done in 
such a fashion as will make him a real motive power in 
culture. It was this consideration that led me to tire 
question whether it might not be possible and useful to 
extend the narrowly bounded circle drawn by those 
lovingly descriptive biographies. No systematic and 
cdlective setting out of his life's work, such as the pro- 
fessional schoolmen have attempted with more or less 
good fortune, — still less a searching analysis and di^lay 
of single writings and series of thoughts ; but a survey of 
Kant's personality from the purely human standpoint. 
What the day brings quickly fades from our sight, over- 
whelmed by the unceasingly rising piles of the desert 
Sand of Time : in spite of that the fleeting experience 
leaves behind it in faithful memories the impression of 
something which is everlasting, because it can never 
come back : that is the memory of the indivisiUe, of the 
incomparable, of the man. 

Every msm is in his place immoitaL 

However, since all repetition is a crime, and since the 
biographies have told us all that is necessary about 
Kant's course of life, his disposition, and his habits, it was 
clear that this attempt at an interpretation must be con- 
fined to his intdlectual personality. Not the crooked, 
zigzag line of a human destiny, but the immovable 
inmost soul of the given being, — not the thoughts of the 
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INTRODUCTORY 9 

thinker, but the way in which he arrived at thinking 
^ those thoughts : that was what it must be my aim to 
grasp. A system of philosophy b from the outset fixed 
by the construction of the personality. Educaticm and 
the influences of life, among which the mother-tongue 
asserts itself as the most active and despotic factor in 
thought, only occupy the second place in our attention 
in so far as they are responsible for giving form. But in 
what way are we to set about portraying a personaUty ? 
In my first lecture I have established the conviction that 
comparis<m alone can lead us to our goal. If I compare 
great thinkers, which always means great Seers, with 
one anoth^, — a Kant, a Goethe, a Plato, a Descartes, — 
enquiring less as to what they saw than as to haw 
they saw it, I soon discover how exactly the (organic 
quality of their mental machinery and of their intellectual 
aptitude conditions their philosophy : at the same time 
the comparison teaches me to form a sharp and living 
estimate of the peculiarities of each. The work of com- 
parison must .always proceed from the eye. We can only 
judge men when we see them at work ; yet, by following 
this road we soon unconsciously reach the domain of 
metaphysics, even down to the discussion of fundamental 
definitions and the like. And so we suddenly discover 
that we have been not insignificantly helped in our task, 
and that too in a more wholesome fashion than through 
attempts at courting popularity. We cannot drag a man 
like Kant down to our level. The rather should we follow 
the roots of his idios}mcrasy in various directions, seeking 
for points of contact with phenomena that are more 
f amiUar to us, and in this way by degrees strive to work 
our way up to him. 

Such are the impulses and the considerations to which 
the present work owes its inception and its peculiar 
form. In the first instance I dealt only with lectures 
hastily thrown off, intended only for a most limited 
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10 INTRODUCTORY 

circle : even in the more closely worked up state/ this 
characteristic of unfettered living conversational talk, 
has been preserved ia spite of its far more extended 
sphere. The lectures were destined for friends, and even 
now that they have to face a wider circulation, they are 
addressed only to S3anpathetic intellects. It is a layman 
who is speaking to Isymea. His object is far less that of 
teaching than that of pointing the road to learning. His 
ambition is to stimulate, to arouse, to inspire enthusiasm : 
he desires to reveal lines of thought, to shed light and 
lucidity, to give men ccmfidence in their own power. So 
soon as the reader shall have reached the field of attraction 
of the great master he will no longer need this friendly 
hand. Until he reaches it, while he is yet on the road, 
let him not be too proud to accept its help. 
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IDEA AND EXPERIENCE 

WITH AN EXCURSUS ON THE DOCTRINE 
OP METAMORPHOSIS 



Where object and subject touch 
one another — there is life. 

Gotth*. 
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GOETHE 

THE manner in which a man looks upon the ' \ 
problems of life and of the world, in other; I 
words his philosophy, is bom with him ; it' 
is the necessary result of his way of " seeing." 
We may admit that the limits of the peculiar form in 
which he gradually works out this inborn quality of his 
into a more and more perfected embodiment, and first 
becomes conscious of its possession, arise like a network 
of diagonal lines out of his own original self, under the 
influence of the workings of his time and his surround- 
ings; ^till, at the root of all is the personality/ 

The development of the soul is like that of the body: 
encouragements and hindrances crop up, asserting their 
power at every step ; nor can we afford to lose sight of the 
following omsiderations. If in the life's work of a great 
thinker we are content to compare the doctrines and 
the systematic construction in his labours at different 
stages of his existence, or to collect utterances and 
ojnnions upon any special question drawn from every 
nook and comer of the overflowing intellectual treasure- 
house of genius, we shall easily bring to light a whole 
chaos of contradictions. There is no great clevemess in 
that. It is the way in which to create the impression 
of uncertainty and unreality; the omsistency of the 
thinker's philosophy is apparently destroyed. If, how- 
ever, we look more closely, we shall face these uncertain 
wavering utterances of the thinking brain with special 
attention, inasmuch as it is just in these inamsistendes 

13 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 






14 GOETHE 

that the fight of the one man defending his own against 
the surrounding world of prejudice is revealed, and in 
no other way can the special and distinguishing features 
of the individual be laid bare. This is conspicuously seen 
in Kant, for in his case it is not, as in that of Schopen- 
hauer, for instance, the uniformity of a systematic 
method of thinking which gives consistency to his work - 
in the field of philosophy, but the practical combination 
in one living personality of very different, indeed almost 
u contradictory, intellectual faculties. I think, therefore, 
^that you will penetrate into Kant's work with greater 
ease and surety, if in the first place you become familiar 
with the rich world of his personality. 

Men who wish to become acquainted with the philos- 
ophy of Immanuel Kant are apt to plunge with all the 
boldness of insanity into that most difficult of all the 
works of the world's literature, the Critique of Pure 
Rea$(m; most of them soon lose courage, and end by 
contenting themselves with reading the chapter on Kant 
in some history of philosophy. I would urge you to 
follow me on a different road I would urge you, before 
venturing upon the study of any of Kant's various 
writings, and before attempting to assign to this rare 
man any place in history, to learn to appreciate those 
essential features of his intellectual existence which 
differentiate him from all other thinkers, and so to 
become familiar with his life's work. I am not looking so 
much to the outward aspects of his personality as to his 
intellectual faculties, considering them, so far as may be, 
apart from the accidental conditions of time and space. 
History is apt to blind us to that which is eternal. The 
details of Kant's life, his fate here upon earth, are acces- 
sible to you from all manner of books. For a know- 
ledge of his character I would refer you to the three 
little sketches by his contemporaries, Borowski, Jach- 
mann, and Vasianski.^ His philosophical teaching is 
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dealt vriih in thousands of books and essays in all the 
languages of Europe.^ Naturally we too must draw 
upon these various sources ; but we shall not dwell too 
much upon them, for our object lies in another direction. 
It must be our aim to ascertain what was the original 
nature of Kant's intellect ; how he looked out upon the 
world ; how he worked up in his soul the impressions 
which he received; in what manner he was bound to 
think. We wish to know what intellectual materials he 
assimilated, and what he rejected; what were the 
intellectual achievements for which he was specially 
qualified, for what on the other hand he had Uttle aptitude 
or none. We wish to investigate the motive powers which 
gradually impelled him to devote himself to the most 
abstract thinking, and which gave him the perseverance 
necessary for his herculean laboms. Above all, we shall 
endeavour, silently and attentively, to keep watch while 
he thinks, so that by practical appreciation we may be- 
come acquainted, if not with the artistic whole of his 
finished thought-structure, at any rate with the special 
features of the world in which he hved and worked accord- 
ing to the dictates of his natures. In short, we desire to 
investigate the individuality of the Thinker, the qualities 
of his intellectual personaUty. That will without doubt 
result in our arriving at the distinguishing pecuUarity 
of his work, at any rate in its larger and more general 
features, and that will lay the foundation for further 
study hereafter. 

How can such a task be accomplished ? To my mind 
there is but one way, that of comparison. " Nous ne 
pouvons acquirir de connaissances que par la vote de la 
camparaisoh," says Buffon, the great naturalist.' For a 
theoretical description presupposes a whole series of 
definitions, and in the face of life all definitions shrivel 
up into figures of speech. Except in the case of mathe- 
matics and logic, in which definitions deal with the formal 
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i6 GOETHE 

aspect of universally accepted sdiemes of perceptioa 
and comprehension, all attempts at defining rest upon 
the fundamental disregard of the single individual ; for 
example, in 2^1ogy or Botany we define a species, whilst 
we are only calling attention to that which is ounmon 
to the di£terent individuals, wb^eas the peculisxitSL^ 
the sin^ individual,, evea of its outer form, is made-up 
of a hundred features, which defy all verbad desc riptig i. 
There is no such thing as a ''science " of the individual. 
And this holds good if instead of the outward and visiUe 
form we take into consideration the invisible inner nature. 
In such cases, on the contrary, generalities mean little (x 
nothing and, unless we are guided by ample and very 
exact perception, are almost always misleading. If, for 
instance, I read that " the predominance of abstract 
thought over concrete thought is characteristic of Kant/' 
how am I the richer? I have only gained a phrase 
which may be indisputaUe, but is yet no more than a 
phrase, and indisputaUe only in so far as it contains 
nothing but a nebulous generality. No one can think 
without perceiving, and no one can perceive unless he 
can form ideas. We shall see presently that Kant's 
intellect possessed a pecuUar power of percepticm, 
whereas many of the so-called on tijgtiv e thinkers, that is 
to say men who devote themselves rather to ocular per- 
ception, like Goethe for example, continually mix up 
utterly unimaginable thoughts with their so-called 
intuition. We cannot hope to airive at a conception of 
the individuality of an intellect by mere verbal portraiture. 
This would give us at most but a flat picture, whereas 
I am penetrated with the desire to furnish you with a 
perfect plastic representation. Ccmiparison alone can 
serve us to this end. We are apt to undervalue the m- 
tellectual di£terences between man and man ; they are 
immense, not only in respect of plus and minus, but also 
in respect of the '' how " in men of equal importance. 
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GOETHE 17 

Here we shall find that Nature has prescribed to the 
thinking of each individual limits from which there is no 
escape, a matter to which we shall call attention in a 
future lecture. It follows that if we choose the right 
men for the purpose of our comparison, the strong 
shadows cast by these models will bring the picture of 
Kant's mind, — ^the peculiar characteristics of his world of 
thought, — ^more and more into relief. 

The first important consideration is, whom should we 
choose icff our models ? I do not propose to start by 
justif3nng my choice ; its worth must prove itself. 
One thing only I will say, which is that I cannot endorse 
the views of the average modem German who in the 
Philosopher sees no more than a species of the genus 
Professor. We need not undervalue the meritorious 
activities of the expert, especially in the investigation 
and exposition of the history of human thought, and in 
the education of our sons ; and yet we have a right to 
require that some distinction should be drawn between 
professional knowledge and genius. Kant himself la3rs 
stress upon this.^ We do not bestow the title of artist 
upon a man who is a professor of the history and theory 
of art ; nor do we for an instant compare him with those 
divinely favoured men, whose work has given birth to 
the material for a science of art. We should make the 
same distinction here. " Pure Philosophy is a product 
of Genius," says Kant, and Goethe repeats the same in 
his own fashion. 

Is it only the poet that is bom ? The philosopher is born no less. 
Truth can after all only be seen when brought into fomi. 

AH that we consciously perceive, all our ideas concerning 
intellectual and moral entities, all our pictures of the 
world at our feet and of the cosmic universe, come to 
us as the inventions of single supreme intellects. An 
image conveying the sense of the unseen ; a thought 

L— c 
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i8 GOETHE 

which gives intelligible shape to that which is seen,— a 
combination of a series of disjointed phenomena into one 
connected whole, — are just as much a work of creation 
as an epic or tone-poem.^ The mere expression of such a 
thought is not sufficient to give it life and enable it to 
bear fruit ; it must at the very outset possess certain 
potentialities with which genius alone can endow it ; 
it must be " brought into form/' otherwise it could not be 
perceived. These are matters which we are apt to forget 
in the indolent enjoyment of what has become an heredi- 
tary intellectual property. It is little by little that our 
store of ideas, " rendering possible this system of philos- 
ophy/' has grown rich, but the process has been very 
slow. Up to the present time thoughts capable of 
illuminating have been few and far between ; and the 
incitements to new thoughts and new surveys of the world 
have for the most part arisen not out of philosophy, but 
out of the progress made in natural science and mathe- 
matics, or out of absorption in religious sentiment. 
That may possibly be the reason why, of the thinkers 
who have made epoch in the world, hardly one has been a 
philosopher by profession, and why the world has no 
reason to congratulate itself upon the period when in the 
nineteenth century the "pure philosophers" ruled 
almost alone.* Even Kant started his career as a savant 
not with philosophy, but with mathematics, physics, and 
theoretical astronomy. He was originally professor of 
mathematics, and owed his chair of philosophy not to 
the wisdom of the university authorities, but to the 
accident that his colleague who occupied that chair was 
desiroiis of an exchange of duties. Even in his ripest 
old age Kant preferred to read about anthropology, 
geography, physics, mathematics, and the science of 
fortification ; whereas he never once lectured upon his 
own metaphj^cal doctrine. He was led to his investiga- 
tions of the whole range of the human intellect by the 
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necessity of securing an indestroctible foundation for 
practidd philosophy, that is to say " the method of 
educating and ruHng mankind " {Letters, 1, 138), — ^and 
for exact natural science. In the letter which I have just 
quoted he sa}^, with a sigh, " I shall be glad when I shall 
have brought my transcendental philosophy to a c<m- 
clusion/' Here there is one more reflection to be made. 
Logic and dialectics, which together with history make 
up, and properly so, the main subject of so-called " philo- 
sophical " education, have no significance beyond that 
oi a discipline. It is impossible, in spite of all attempts, 
to compare them with mathematics, — ^for mathematics, 
at any rate geometry, which is their only constructive 
branch, are perception, and even though this perception 
be subject to certain limitations, it still, being perception, 
leads us on further and further ; its growth knows no 
end, and its interchange of relations with all sciences is 
endowed with perpetual life and newness. Logic, on the 
contrary, is nothing but a school of method. We may 
admit that that is no small matter, but what we must 
learn to recognise here is the fact that a knowledge of 
logic, like reading, writing, and arithmetic, can at most 
only indirectly contribute to the building up of a s}rstem 
of philosophy. Logic is like a mill, a mill incapable of 
extension, but in the use of which we can, by practice, 
to a certain limited extent perfect ourselves. A miU, 
however, is of no use unless there be grist to grind, and 
this grist is no produce of the stark, lifeless millstones, 
but grows out in the open, germinating in the dark 
mystery of the earth, coaxed into life by the burning 
rays of the far distant sun. 

This is why, in our wish to compare other men with 
Kant, we shall lay no stress upon their belonging, or not 
belonging, to any special guild of learning ; it is its area, 
its ilhuninating power, its creative fullness, and its 
organic consistency which lend value to a system of 
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philosophy. It is for that reason that in a former work* 
I have proposed to draw upon the wealth of the German 
language in order to distinguish between " philosophy " 
and the German word " Welianschauung." The word 
philosophy, borrowed from the Greek, must always bear 
the meaning of a learned or scholastic discipline. The 
German word implies a predisposition allied to religion 
and mythology, altogether human, but developed in all 
manner of different directions, with a network of roots 
nourished by art and science, by philosophy and mathe- 
matics, a tendency the foremost aim of which is to 
establish a harmony between the outer eye and the inner 
^ eye, or should this figure of speech be too bold, between 
^seeing and thinking and conduct.'' If, then, we should 
press into our service the words philosopher and WeUan- 
schauer,'f drawing the same distinction as we have done 
between philosophy and Weltanschauung, we should 
know exactly what manner of men to select for the 
purpose of comparison. Not every philosopher has been a 
Wdtanschauer, and the great WeUanschauers have been 
poets, painters, statesmen, physicians, priests, mathe- 
maticians, historians,— now and again also, philoso- 
phers. 

For reasons which will by and by reveal themselves, 
and which I venture to hope will be justified, I have chosen 
for the purpose of comparison, the following five men : 
Goethe, Leonardo da Vind, Ren£ Descartes, Giordano 
Bruno, Plato. I shall devote a lecture to each of these, 
not indeed with the object of giving a complete account 
of their several systems of philosophy, but in order to 
analyse the method of each one, and to contrast it with 
that of Kant. As a matter of course, Kant must be 
the first consideration throughout ; a sixth lecture must 

* The FoundaUons •/ the Nineteen^ Ceniury^ German Edhicm, 

p. T^' 

t A man who observes or contemplates the systems of the tmiverse, 
moral and physical 
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be given up entirely to him, while the results of the 
previous lectures wUl be turned to account and siun- 
marised in its interests. 

Much might be added as to the plan which I have in 
view, but I think that for the present the above indica- 
tions will be sufficient. The names of Goethe, Leonardo, 
Descartes, Bruno, and Plato are known to everybody ; 
they are all that is necessary as a first guide on the road 
over which I hope to travel in your company. I do not 
wish to tie myself down to any tedioiis hard-and-fast 
scheme, but propose to deal with the subject-matter 
in each lecture just as the instinct of the moment may 
suggest. The man who pursues some living thing is a 
hunter ; all his senses must be on the alert, he must know 
when to wait and when to strike. There shall be no 
ostentation of learning, nothing at any rate which might 
in the professional sense be called learning. I am but a lay- 
man who is addressing lasnnen. We will not quibble abcmt 
words, we will only keep our eyes open for an unpre- 
judiced observation of that which is obvious to every 
man who takes the trouble to watch. Kant himself, in 
his severe way, says, " Subtle errors have an attraction 
for self-conceit which delights in the consciousness of its 
own strength, whereas obvious truths, on the contrary, 
are easily grasped by common sense."* That which is 
best is the common inheritance of us all; for, as the 
Bible points out, God has given us eyes that we may see. 
Besides this our aim shows us the road which we must 
follow, and in kindly fashion limits our task. We cannot 
even make an attempt at anything like completeness, save 
only in the perfect plasticity of every conception at which 
we arrive. We shall make it a principle to avoid busying 
ourselves with any particular thought until we are 
equipped with a sufficient material for perception; 
on the other hand, as soon as we have a dear sight of 
such a thing, we shall spare no time, but turn the subject 
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32 GOETHE 

over and over again, until we have investigated it through 
and through. In order to furnish such subject-matter as 
may be indispensable to perception, I shall in each lecture 
introduce an excursus which, though it may appear to 
lead us away from the subject, will in reality help us 
to grasp it. " How," says Kant, " can we gain sense 
and significance for our conceptions, unless we supply 
them with some form of pax:eption, which must be an 
example drawn from a possible experience ? "* 

In these lectures I do not aim at an interpretation of 
Kant's theoretical teaching ; what I look to is perhaps 
more limited, but certainly more difficult ; my object is 
nothing less than to draw nearto Kant, — to enter his actual 
presence. The worst fault in the civilisation by which 
we are surrounded, is that it paralyses the intellect. 
Our obligatory school curriculum and the pressure on all 
sides that cramps us on leaving school, forcing us into 
definite paths^ acts as a stoicil on our method of thought ; 

- the press does the rest ; under its fateful gorgon-glance 
every feeble attempt at independence is nipped in the 
bud. Without the power of motion there can be no such 
thing as understanding. When Kant says, "we only 

^ understand that which we do om^ves," he of course 
means his dictum to be applied as a criticism of recogni- 
tion, and is referring to the human intellect in general ; 
but it is a saying which is applicable to all understanding. 
In order really to understand a given personality in the 
methods of perception which are pecuhar to it, — not 
merely entering into arguments as to the doctrines which 
are the result of that perception, — we need the faculty of 
imitating its special methods, its predilections, tricks 
and knacks* in short, of working and constructing, as it is 
^ wont to do itself. Kant often asserts that outward 
imitation leads to inward sympathy; for instance, if 
you always answer a sulky young girl with a friendly 

N smile, by degrees she will be converted to amiability !^^ 
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A joke that is full of the deepest sense. If Kant is as a 
rule httle understood, if his writings are considered too 
difficult, it is above all because his personality in its 
intellectual peculiarity is utterly unknown. We, how* 
ever, are apt not to trouble ourselves about that, but 
must needs go straight ahead, deluding ourselves with 
the idea that out of a series of words strung together, we 
can simply and without more ado become acquainted 
with his perceptions. That could only be the case if Kant 
had nothing new to tell us. The meaning of a word, apart 
from the hard-and-fast stencil of it, is always fluctuating. 
A word is no cdn representing an equal value as it is passed 
from hand to hand. On the contrary, the word grows 
with the man who utters it ; it may be broad or narrow^ 
definite or indefinite, rich or poor, brilliant or colourless, 
according to the intellect whose servant it is ; it travels 
in space so that the range of ideas which the same word 
reaches is often quite unequal in various persons, — ideas 
sometimes hardly intersecting one another. How specially 
is this the case with a Kant ambitious of effecting a O^r- 
nican revolution ! And yet that very upheaval must be 
carried out with the old words ; how otherwise would he 
make himself understood ? But how are we to give a right 
vahie to the old words if they carry a new meaning ? 
There is no royal road out of this dilemma, for we can only 
understand a man's thoughts frcnn his words, and his 
words from his thoughts. And so it may be justifiable 
to attempt the paradox of setting the conception befcMne 
the doctrine, and to represent the personaUty out of its 
work, not in its work, — ^justifiaUe not as a universal 
method, and yet as one among many methods. 

One last remark and I shall have l»:ought these intro- 
ductory consideraticois to a close. 

The road on which I hope to act as your guide will not 
lead to a knowledge of learned and professional philosophy. 
What I have already said is enough to show that ; still. 
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I am bound to insist upon this fact clearly, expressly, 
and once for all. In order to grasp what lies at the root 
of an individual's peculiar way of thinking, more mobility 
and dexterity of mind are required than what the pro- 
fessional philosopher can claim, or even allow, when ex- 
posing his abstract system ; but, of course, this mobility 
has to submit to special limitations ; we cannot study 
personality and systematic philosophy at one and the 
same time. As Goethe says in a famous sonnet, '' not 
only does the master mind reveal itself in its very limita- 
tions," but, as we see in every form of life, whatever is 
*' masterly '* arises only within such limitations. When 
we burst the barriers we wreck the form. We shall often 
have to allude to philosophical theorems in these lectures ; 
but it is not the theorems but the personaUties of the 
thinkers that are the centre of interest ; there it is that we 
shall find the informing law. Put this idea into a formula 
and it would run, — ^it is not the thoughts that count, 
but the method of thinkiog out of which those thoughts 
proceed. Thinking, however, is revealed in thought, and 
thus it is dear that the material with which we have to 
deal is in the main the same as that which has been 
worked up by professional philosophy ; for long distances 
we shall have to travel dose along the frontier, and shall 
have before our eyes the same boundary stones as the 
professional philosophers. But we shall take our survey 
from a different point of the compass from theirs, and so 
see in another light and in another perspective. The same 
thought will assume a different form. That is what you 
must never forget, otherwise you will be expecting from 
me something outside of the scope of my undertaking, 
and will fed disappointed when you find that a laborious 
study of the works of the learned still hes before you ; 
at the same time you might easily tmdervalue the signifi- 
cance of my attempts. Against both of these ideas I enter 
my protest. 
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To-day, then, we shall speak of Goethe, that is to say, 
we shall compare Goethe's method of seemg and of 
treating what he sees, with that of Kant. 

Goethe himself challenges the parallel. After praising 
Kant in a conversation with Edcermann as the " most 
pre-eminent of all philosophers,"and declaring that Kant's 
thoughts had penetrated German culture to such a 
depth, that from that time forth even those who had 
never read him could by no possibility escape from his 
influence, he makes the following remarkable observation : 
" Instinctively I followed the same road as Kant." 
It is well that we should have this upon the authority 
of Goethe himself, otherwise I should run the risk of being 
accused of hairbrained paradox, if not of the audacity 
of a dilettante, for daring to claim relationship to one 
another for two such opposites. But Goethe was a man 
every one of whose words might be weighed in a gold- 
smith's scales ; so when he says, " I instinctively followed 
the same road as Kant," he is making a clear, distinct, 
and decisive statement, which no one can pass by un- 
heeded. In talking with Eckermann Goethe certainly 
thought it unnecessary to bring forward any deep reason 
for what he said, but confined himself to a few cursory 
explanations of little value — ^for Eckermann was but 
meagrely equipped in philosophy, and at that time was 
generally unacquainted with Kant's writings. On the other 
hand, we possess elsewhere in Goethe's works ample 
justification of this remarkable statement, more especially 
in the precious series of short essays, Einwirkung der 
neueren PhUosophie, Anschauende Urtdlskrafi, Bedenken 
und Ergebung, and in many other places. But even if we 
were not in possession of these documents, I would pledge 
myself to show, from the life's work of the two men, 
the meaning of the words, " I followed the same road as 
Kant." 

Any detailed account of the influence of Kant upon 
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Goethe's method of thought would be out of place here. 
Without embarkmg upon history, our only desire is to 
lay stress upon the fact of the dose relationship between 
the two. In regard to this a remark of Goethe's own is of 
importance : " It is by no means a matter of indifference 
at what period of life we come under the influence of a 
strange personality ; that it was upon my mature age 
that Kant made his influence felt had a deep significance 
for me.'* It is easy to see what he means if we compare 
the rest of his utterances about Kant. Had they been 
received prematurely the genns of such a searching 
analysis of thought, the mature work of a man who was, 
as it were, bom fully mature, would have threatened the 
independence of Goethe's power of perception; as it 
happened, Kant entered his horizon of thought at the 
psychological moment, and gave him, as Schiller did, 
scHnething which he had not possessed up to that time, 
although it must have lain dormant within him. " For 
the first time," says Goethe of his maiden attempt to 
penetrate the Critique of Pure Reason, " a theory seemed 
to smile upon me."^^ And yet this work was but little 
fitted to serve a Goethe as an introduction to an apprecia- 
tion of Kant. The real intimacy only began with the 
Critique of the Power of Judgment, of which Goethe said 
that he was indebted to it for " a most happy epoch in his 
life." In Goethe's mouth the word " epoch " is worthy 
of note. For the full ripeness of Goethe's existence, com- 
prising the last forty years of his life, remained under the 
influence of Kant, or to put it better, Goethe's philosophy 
from that time forth stood in reciprocal sympathy with 
that of Kant.^* In March, 1791, Goethe was already deep 
in Kant's writings ; for the Goethe archives contain a 
notebodc of that date with extracts all in Goethe's hand- 
writing. Not long afterwards came the decisive influence 
of the intimacy with Kant's most talented disciple, — 
Schiller. Goethe himself bears witness, — " over and over 
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again I returned to Kant's teaching . • . and gained 
much for my everyday use/' For in the meanwhile he 
had once more taken up the Critique of Pure Reason, 
and he had succeeded, as he tells us, in " penetrating 
m<Mre deeply into it/' and that indeed because he had 
recognised that it was impossible to estimate Kant's 
philosophy by means of that fragment of it which is con- 
tained in the Critique of Reason, but that his difiEerent 
works, " all the children of one brain, are continually 
interdependent/' It is no matter of wonder, then, that 
the old man who had grown so anxiously scrupulous in the 
use of his predicates, should love to speak of Kant in 
superlatives. So in 1825 he writes of " our glorious Kant," 
and in 1830 of the " boundless gratitude which the aged 
Kant has earned for himself of the world and, I may add, 
of myself/'^* And six months before his death he says 
emphatically of Kant's philosophy, " it made me watch 
over myself — ^an enormous point gained/'^^ 

Though this historical connection is only interesting 
parenthetically, I have thought well to say so much 
briefly as a general guide to the understanding of a rela- 
tion which almost all Goethe's biographers have deliber- 
ately left unnoticed. ^^ Let us now without further delay 
turn our attention to the living personality. 

A page or two back I alluded to the sdlusion in the 
Bible as to the gift of eyes that we may see. If ever a 
man was gifted with eyes that he might see it was Goethe. 
Just as the heart is the living centre of our body, from 
which all the blood ebbs and to which it flows again, so 
is the eye the centre of Goethe's intellectual life; he 
says himself, " The eye has be^i the organ above all 
others with which I have grasped the world " (Wakrheit 
und DicMung, Book 6). Almost all the decisive im- 
pressions of his life are received through the eye: in 
order to love Schiller he must see him. His eye is an 
organ which there is no satisfjwg, and what it has seen 
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it retains, changing it into flesh and blood and bones. 
" I am just one of those Ephesian goldsmiths, who pass 
their whole lives in watching and wondering and adoring 
the marvellous temple of the Goddess, and in copying her 
mysterious forms." Thus spoke Goethe as a man of sixty- 
three,** and herein lies the secret of the wonderful 
phenomenon that Goethe never ceases to grow, that 
even as an old man with every returning spring, like a 
venerable oak tree, he puts forth leaves as fresh and 
green and young as a sapling in its first year. The process 
of nourishment never ceases. It is the eye which 
estaUishes the connection between the individual and 
natture : the other senses take a second place : the intellect 
on the other hand — ^whether it be a simple ganglion in 
the first segment of the earthworm, or a powerfully 
developed brain-substance inclosed in the hard skull, is 
always lying hidden in unattainable depths, separated 
from the world, a bom egotist. The eye is the bridge. 
What would be the use of this bridge — ^the eye — ^unless 
somewhere in the darkness of the fortress there were a 
king waiting for his guests, a magic-working king, trans- 
forming all things at his pleasure, ordering all things in 
the manifold boundlessness of nature after a human 
standard, and out of the world of law and insensibility 
fashioning a world of Freedom and the soul ? Manifestly, 
however, it must make a great difference whether an 
individual throws the weight of his activity inwards or 
outwards, whether he is contented with as few impres- 
sions as possible from without, and takes his delight in 
working these up, or whether he stands night and day 
on the watch, seeking to enrich himself with new and 
yet newer treasures of thought. The words of his own 
watchman, Lynceus, are in the fullest sense applicable 
to Goethe — " Bom to see, trained to perceive." Indeed 
these words carry a double meaning. His eyes were 
" bom " with the gracious gift of seeing, but they were 
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beyond that systematically and strictly " trained " from 
his youth up. Goethe's intellectual development might 
be described as a conscious and self-imposed consumma- 
tion erf the power of sight. Here we have a process of 
will running parallel with the law of natiure in r^ard to 
ihe progressive advance of age. In youth it is the artistic 
sight of the soul which is dominant. " The world around 
me and heaven rest in my soul like the image of the 
beloved."*' Later on it is the method of perception of 
the maturing man which comes to the front, observing 
incessantly, enquiring, comparing, seeking to understand 
nature in her being and in her processes ; when he nears 
his sixtieth year Goethe confesses, " Though it was a 
pain to me at first, I had at last to think myself lucky 
that while the artistic sense was threatening gradually 
to leave me, the scientific sense developed itself with 
more and more force in eye and mind,"*^ and while thus 
the watchman's eye was adapting itself with instructive 
wisdom to the changes wrought by years, the magician- 
king, working in secret, was in harmony with him, 
forming new conceptions out of new impressions. Thus, 
for example, we see Goethe's religion lifting itself out of 
the fanatic mysticism of his youth, — ^when the only re- 
proach which he could find against the Roman Catholic 
faith was that it did not recognise a sufficient number of 
sacraments, — ^to the stem loftiness of his religion of the 
four venerations with their mj^tic symbolism and simple 
worship of nature. Here again in his inmost soul he 
mirrors what his eye has seen. 

It would be carrying owls to Athens were I to attempt 
by examples to prove to a German audience the pre- 
dominant part played by the eye in Goethe's life. In thb 
respect his poems speak for themselves, and need no 
commentary: his scientific discoveries — the inter- 
maxillary bone, the law of antagonism in colours, etc. — 
are all the practical outcome of his power of sight : his 
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contributions to natural science — his doctrine of meta- 
morphosis, and his studies in optics, are in reality not 
scientific theories, but anti-theoretic expositions of facts 
actually observed. To see I to see I to see I was the 
law of each succeeding day. '' Goethe sees at every 
pore/' says Emerson. His duties and labours were 
indeed manifold. From inspector of mines, examiner of 
accounts, and philologist, to theatrical manager, news- 
paper editor, and experimentalist in physics, he was 
pretty well everything that a man can be, and under the 
pressure of business one thing after another was apt to 
fade out of his horizon, — even poetry was often laid 
aside. But to one thing Goethe remained faithful during 
almost every day of his long and rich life, and that thing 
was devotion to architecture, sculpture, and painting. 
However much he nught be engaged in enriching the 
store of what he had seen with his eyes, — from the obser- 
vation of the earth's crust, and the revelations of the 
deepest shafts sunk into its bowels, to the watching of cloud 
forms and the play of colour between light and shade, — 
however busy he might be in adding to his knowledge by 
studies in anatomical museums, by microscopical and 
telescopical work, by experiments in optics, and much 
more besides, — ^there was hardly a day in Goethe's life 
when he was not, in addition to all this, actively and 
systematically at work, studying sketches, engravings, 
paintings, numismatics, plans, and elevations of archi- 
tecturally important buildings, or painting and drawing 
with his own hand, — ^and, when he was on his travels, 
visiting monuments, galleries, coUections, and the like. 
This was the passion of his first youth, and when he was 
actually dying, he spoke of pencil sketches of which, in 
his delusion, he believed himself to be turning over the 
leaves. In him, then, the exercise of the eye was not 
merely passive, but uninterruptedly active and creative. 
Of the significance of this in forming an opinion of the 
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great thinker Goethe you will be able to judge from 
words which he wrote as early as his twentieth year. 
" How certain and how enlightening to me has be^i the 
strange and almost incomprehensible aphorism that the 
studio of a great artist does more for the development of 

\ the philosopher in embryo and the poet than the lecture 
room of the worldly-wise and the critic " {Letters, 9, 11, 
68), and so " through art to wisdom " was Goethe's 
motto. In his case the philosopher and the poet walked 
hand in hand : they were not contradictions, but two 
sides of his character, each the complement of the other. 
Here we have the important point, for in it lies the 
whole essence of the contrast with Kant, and if we 
rightly grasp its significance we shall be able to realise 
many other points of contrast in the mental portrait 
which we form to ourselves of the two men. For instance, 
the constant living flow of development, to which I have 
called attention, is a necessary result of the predominant 
power of the eye. The eye can seize no more than what 
is present before it. The man who surrenders himself 
entirely to its influence, will always be passionately 
attached to the immediate impression which is partly 
conveyed by the object itself, and partly by the capricious 
nature of his own eye. Kant, as you will presently see, 
guards himself mistrustfully against any such influence, — 
he shuts his eye : Goethe on the contrary does homage 
to the " almost incomprehensible aphorism " that the 

^ philosopher can only rise up like the grass-haulm under 
the sunbeam of the open eye. 

The most generally known example of the capricious 
impressionability of Goethe's eye is his attitude towards 
Gothic art. Brought up from childhood in the belief 
that Gothic and want of taste were synonymous, as a 
young man he shudders at the very thought of Strasburg 
Cathedral, " at the sight of a monstrosity all twists and 
curls.''^* He goes there and, standing before it, finds 
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" the work to be so sublime that he can only bow' his 
head in adoration." Every German knows the glorious 
first sheet in Goethe's work on German architecture, 
dated 1772, in which he apostrophises the creator of the 
Cathedral : " Thanks to thy teaching, thou genius, thy 
depths no longer make me giddy. Into my soul there 
falls a drop of the blissful repose of the spirit that can 
look down upon such a creation below, and, like God, 
declare that ' it is good/ " But Goethe left Strasburg, 
and it so chanced that for many years he had no oppor- 
tunity of seeing any important specimens of Gothic 
work :^ he himself tells us, " the impression died out, 
and I hardly remembered the conditions in which such a 
sight awoke in me the liveliest enthusiasm."** The eye 
^ seems to be incapable of memory, and even though 
Goethe like every true genius was gifted with a marvellous 
memory, no lingering remembrance could be expected to 
hold its own against the living impression of the moment 
in an individual with such extraordinarily artistic 
faculties ; so he renounces his earlier faith, and will have 
no more to say to " the sturdy, coarse, German soul," 
which inspired his first artist-hymn, nor to the *' most 
wood-cut of all figures," of " the manly Albrecht Diirer " 
which he once loved ; for like the German kings of old, 
he too had crossed the Alps, and had been caught into 
the toils of foreign beauty. When he had been no more 
than ten daj^ in Venice, and had become intoxicated with 
new artistic impressions, he wrote of Gothic art, " Thank 
Heaven I am quit of that for ever I "** But that was 
not to be the last word. Goethe was some sixty years old 
when his acquaintance with the brothers Boisser^e induced 
him once more to interest himself in Gothic architecture, 
and not in architecture alone, but also in Dutch and old 
German painting. Goethe dived deeply into the study 
of the paintings of the Van Eycks and Lucas Cranach, 
and wrote about them with fine warmth.** In talking of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GOETHE 33 

the drawings of Albrecht Dilrer he apologises for the fact 
that his criticism " is nothing but a web of praise," by 
saying that it " will be long before either he or his readers 
will again meet with such a justification for praise."'^ 
Once more he takes the pilgrim's staff in hand, this time 
not in order to expatiate upon the " divine genius " of 
P^Jladio in the city of lagoons, but in order, by visiting 
the cathedrals of Strasburg and Cologne, to fan into new 
flames the old fire of his youthful enthusiasm for German 
architecture.'^ He finds himself, as he tells us, quite at 
home again in the surroundings of early years, and truly 
rejoices in " the youthful pamphlet in which he had 
undertaken to utter the unutterable." ** Above all he 
never lost his interest in that " projected world's wonder," 
Cologne CathedraL With the help of etchings, plans, 
and pictures, the living work arose before his eyes as it 
would one day be, and over and over again he cast his 
weighty vote in favour of the completion of a building 
which he now judged to be "the most excellent and 
noblest work that perhaps ever was built upon earth 
with a consistent appreciati(m of art."*' 

Heaven forbid that we should see in this fickleness, as 
some commentators do, the influence of aesthetic theories. 
They are beside the question. The real foundation of 
the inconsistency Ues in the domination of the momentary 
impression made upon an individual endowed with an 
unusuaUy sensitive eye. It is with this sensitiveness that 
one whole side of Goethe's intellect is connected, and it 
is of this that he himself sa}^, *' with my character and 
my habit of thought a new opinion has alwaj^ swallowed 
ap and pushed aside those that had preceded it " (D.W. 
15). In art as well as in all subjects to which Goethe 
directed his attention, if we compare all his sayings, we 
shall find an almost superhuman honesty of judgment 
which proceeds from the clearness of his vision. On the 
other hand, in almost every utterance of his, taken by 

L— D 
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itself, the careful reader will see how passionate admira- 
tion of one thing goes hand in hand with detestation of 
its rivals, even in his later days, whoi he had long since 
become a master of the art of self-contrd and of con- 
cealment of his inmost being. 

Without gcnng into detail we have now examined this 
question fairly at length, and that must suffice for the 
present. At most I should like to add, for fear of any 
misunderstanding, that when I speak of " the eye " 
alone, I include the whole sensitive faculty. The ricficu- 
lous tale of an unmusical Goethe, the invention of certain 
none too gifted philologists, is contradicted by hundreds 
of the most profound observations upon the essence of 
music in Gome's vnritings : it is refuted by his friend- 
ship with 2^ter, and by the living interest which during 
thirty years he took in the musical work of that friend, 
and in his labours on behalf of the furtherance of mudc : 
it is refuted by his intercourse with musicians at all 
times, but above all by his noble poem on " the divine 
value of sound," and by the admission that the " gigantic 
power of music unfolds his heart as a cl^iched fist is 
unf(dded in friendship,"'^ and when, fifty years before 
Richard Wagner, this Prince among poets lays down the 
doctrine, flouted by the whde brood of aesthetic pygmies, 
" Music is the true elonent from which all poetry springs 
and to which it flows back," this one utterance absolves 
us from the obligation of going into any further detaiL^ 
There is one more dictum only which I should Hke to 
mention, because as it first appeared in the Weimar 
edition it has not jret been turned to account ; it settles 
the question of Goethe's estimate of music once for all. 
" If language were not incontestaUy the highest gift 
that we possess, I should place music even above language 
and on the highest pinnacle of all."*^ 

Let us now tiun to Kant, that brother sage, who, as 
we have seen, exercised such a strong power of attraction 
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over Goethe. It is hardly possible to imagine a greater 
contrast. 

Should you be unacquainted with the chronological 
details a few words will suffice to fill in the gap. Kant's 
life moves in a perfectly straight line, which no event 
either objective or subjective ever diverts even for a 
moment from the direction once laid down. He was 
bom at Konigsberg, brought up in the local gymnasium, 
as a student took up mathematics and philosophy for 
his special work,'^ became a private tutor, then 
" magister/' then Professor, at the age of twenty-one he 
wrote his first work, in which we find these remaricaUe 
words : '' I have already laid down the path which I 
mean to follow : I shall set out upon my course, and 
nothing shall prevent me from following it up,"" he 
then travelled straight along this prescribed road for 
more than half a century without losing even a single 
day ; for he never obeyed the calls to other universities, 
nor even left Kdnigsberg for a sin^e day, not even for 
the shortest pleasure trip. In this way he remained at 
woric undisturbed " thinking himself out," until his 
intellectual faculties were extinguished. 

You see then that the course of Kant's life, — ^the outer 
life of the man as well as the inner life of the thinker, — 
was one of unexampled simpUdty. You have but to 
consider the fate of a Democritus, a Socrates, an Abflaid, 
a Giordano Bruno, a Descartes, a Leibniz in order to 
see that perhaps no philosopher ever to the same degree 
and in the same way Uved altogether, solely, and undis- 
turbedly for thinking. 

So far as Kant's intellectual personality is concerned 
this cursory consideration will help us to draw with 
infallible accuracy certain conclusions as a foundation 
txpoa which to build a living understanding of his philos- 
<^hy. This homely existence, ordered with iron tenacity, 
points to a life of tlK>ught the features <rf which are 
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broad, simple, and consistent. The ruling power is a 
strong, rugged, passionless will, or perhaps we should 
rather say a will which inexorably fights down all those 
inborn passions of which there is no lack ot evidence, 
forcing them into the channels which he chooses ; and 
this rigidly determined scheme of life helps us to expect 
with certainty that we shall come in contact with an 
order of thought strictly and arbitrarily planned, mani- 
festly organised upon a few leading principles. Beyond 
all this Kant's whole life bears witness to a necessity for 
thinking abnormally predominant over the necessity for 
seeing. As a matter of fact it is in this respect that Kant 
repres^its the exact antipodes to Goethe. 

We may say of Kant that from his youth up he forcibly 
closed his eyes and ears, — ^the whole machinery of the 
senses. In spite of all inducements he never went further 
from Kdnigsberg than a neighbouring property, and 
even that he could not put up with for long, because all 
change of surroundings disturbed his thoughts : only in 
the height of summer he would sometimes spend a couple 
of days in a forester's house, where in the whispering 
woods he wrote his bright and amusing Observations on 
the feeling of the Beautiful and Sublime ; but this is the 
utmost limit to which he went in any s}nnpathy with 
the charms of landscape scenery, and in any inclination 
towards beonning intimate by travel with the features 
of our good mother earth. There is an old German 
proverb which saj^, " Knowledge must be wandered 
into." For Kant that had no meaning. To one of his 
friends he writes, " All change frightens me, and I think 
it my duty to bear in mind this instinct of my nature " 
{Letters, i, 214). Nor was he in any way attracted by 
towns where the concentration of life brings out so much 
that is new in social, commercial, scientific, and artistic 
relations. That the contemplation of a fine building, the 
sight of a painting or a statue by the hand of genius, the 
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listening to the living performance of a love-poem should 
belong to those experiences which like a flash of lightning 
reveal the higher sense of being, setting free the indi- 
vidual out of that most cramping of all bonds — ^routine, 
throwing us in tears of admiration upon the bosom of 
long-departed souls, urging us to deeds which we dream 
that we can accomplish at once, but which our grand- 
children's children will hardly live to see: of all this 
Kant knows nothing, or if he knows aught of it, he 
resolutely holds himself aloof from it. The craving to 
hear and to see, the longing of a soul hungering for a 
noble joy of sensation, is something in which he has no 
part. The reading of a few Latin and German poets 
whose verses he has stamped upon his memory in great 
numbers, suffices his modest need of artistic impressions. 
His dwelling is entirely without ornament ; he has no 
aesthetic needs of any sort, except indeed a taste for good 
and el^;ant clothes, and even that may be ascribed to 
consideration for other people ; of pictures he declares 
that they are only hung out of vanity : with the one 
exception of a portrait of Rousseau, his walls must 
remain bare. But this refusal to see goes still further. 
As a devotee of natural science he has the opportunity of 
becoming curator of a natural-history museum, and that 
too at a moment when every dollar must have been an 
object to him ; we know what an important part of his 
life's energy Goethe devoted to the formation and 
extension of all manner of collections : Kant was not 
long in resigning his post, which to him seemed an object- 
less occupation, preferring to live in penury so long as 
he could give up his life to his thinking, rather than 
spend his time and waste his energy in the study of a 
host of specimens. In the.same way he occupied himself 
during his whole life with physics— confining himself 
absolutely to the mathematical side of the science and 
neglecting the experimental side, — and interested him- 
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self passionatdy in chemistry without ever having seen 
a test-g^ass or a retort. 

If all these had been the peculiarities of a commonplace 
person they would not be worthy of attention : dull, 
soulless people, are all round us, and learned men whose 
optic nerves only react upon printo^' types, and have 
never in their lives seen anything but blackened paper, 
are plentiful enough. The ooly interesting point is the 
fact that Kant was naturally gifted with extraordinary 
keen organs of sense, and an almost fabulous power of 
observation bound up with an equally astonishing gift 
of imagination. Kant's eye was large, beautiful, and 
dear : his contemporaries were never weary of praising its 
magic fascination ; to the last he could read the smallest 
print. His hearing was so extraordinarily sharp that 
even a distant rustling disturbed him. A physician 
bears like testimony as to his sense of smell. And like 
his senses, so also his imagination was of absolutdy in- 
comparable plastidty and exactness. The most interest- 
ing of the contemporary biographers of the Konigsberg 
thinker, Jachmann, lays great stress upon this, and 
Imngs forward many instances in support of what he 
says. On one occasion, for instance, the pres^ice of a 
Londoner at a party led to an allusion to Westminster 
Bridge, when Kant supplemented the Englishman's 
defidency in observation and power of descripticm with 
an exact account of the structure, the dimensions 
and stj^ of which were so familiar to him, that the 
listeners took him for an Englishman and an architect !" 
We are told the same about his minute knowledge of 
Italy. Goethe's longing for " das Land wo die Citronen 
Ufihn" was foreign to Kant's nature ; yet people who knew 
what they were talking about could hardly be persuaded 
that he had not lived there for years, so predse was his 
knowledge of every detail of the country and its cities.^ 
We have plenty of further evidence to the same purport. 
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What Vasianski also tells us of his political insight, 
points to a rare power of perception : he was far quicker 
than Goethe in seeing through the characters and gifts of 
the chief personages in the.great drama at the ^id of the 
eighteenth century, so that as Vasianski says, " people 
thought that they were listening to the talk of a diplo- 
matist versed in the secrets of the cabinets." Even more 
astounding, because their correctness was more quickly 
proved, were Kant's military and strategical forecasts as 
to the revolutionary wars ; it was a time when his 
intellectual powers were already rapidly fading, indeed, he 
was b^pbning to lose the command of words ; yet the 
exact plastic c<mception of the geographical condition 
of the European countries remained actively aUve in 
him. The study of geography and anthropology had 
from all time been his favourite occupation. His lectures 
upon these subjects w^e so fascinating that his lecture- 
room could hardly hold the crowds of his audiences, for 
beddes the students there were many savants and men 
of the world who were in the habit of attending them. 
To quote the wcMrds of a ccmtemporary, " in these lectures 
Kant was all things to all men, and it was perhaps in 
them that he gained the most useful and powerful 
influence over the men of his time." The older he grew 
the more exclusively, says Jachmann, " did he refresh 
his mind after his philosophical flights by reading about 
natural objects and phenomena." One of his colleagues 
says, "mathematics and physics, including chemistry, 
were the subjects from which Kant preferred to furnish 
his library." Another says, " he read raormously, espe- 
cially works on fdij^sics, history, and anthropology, but 
most of all books of travel." A third tells us, " he seldom 
read philosophical books, not ev^i those which were for 
or against him."'^ Kant, indeed, and this may be a 
comfort to some of us, when he had finished working up 
his own brilliant system of philosophy, became more and 
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more unable to make himself at home in the thought 
wcM-ld of the scholastic philosophers : the most he was 
able to do was energetically to repudiate Fichte's Wisset^ 
schafisUhre, not because of any interest which he found 
in the book in itself, but simply because Fichte professed 
that it was based on his own (Kant's) doctrine. Natural 
science and geographical discovery remained his favourite 
study, and Jachmann assiues us that " there is certainly 
no available book of travels which Kant has not read and 
graven in his memory." Kant's refined and mathematic- 
ally correct conception of the special characters of the 
different European nationalities, needs no further proof 
V than the fourth section of his Observations on the Feeling 
of the Beautiful and Sublime. I doubt, for instance, 
whether the Frenchman has ever been so sharply and so 
exactly analysed as he has been by this man who perhaps 
never in all his life set eyes upon a Frenchman. This is 
nothing but the power of perception. All this, — and I 
pass by many of the most striking examples for fear of 
wearying you — shows us a man who does not spend his 
days in puzzling out abstract ideas, but who carries in his 
brain a world of riches, a world which he perceives in its 
real shs^, though with his eyes he has never beheld it ; 
a man who peoj^es every country with those beings, 
human and others, which are peculiar to it, and can 
represent cities as if he had been present at their building. 
When such a natural scientist as Karl Gottfried Hagen, 
the author of the Principles of Chemistry, tells us of his 
speechless astonishment when he found Kant versed in 
all the details of experimental chemistry, although he 
had never in his life witnessed an experiment, we are 
bound to admit that Kant possessed an unheard-of 
power of conception with the most accurate faculty of 
apprehension. For chemistry is a science founded on 
perception, possessing no mathematical framework like 
physics, which therefore except by practical woik in 
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the laboratory seems to afford nothing which memory can 
lay hold of. 

What then is it that distinguishes Kant's marvellous 
power of conception from that of Goethe ? 

Kant's power of perception is, as it were, the converse 
of that of Goethe. Of general impressions as conveyed 
by the eye, of what is called intuiticm, he is ahnost 
tmreceptive ; but, on the other hand, when out of its 
various parts he can see a Wh(de arise, then his intel- 
lectual eye perceives it and holds it fast, and he is able at 
any time to take it to pieces or put it together as in the 
cases of Westminster Bridge, of a chemical combination, 
of the French naticmal character. This characteristic of his 
intellect, which you may see here at work as it were 
superficially, penetrates the deepest depths of his philo- 
sophical method of thought. Thus, for example, in one 
of his searching metaphysical discussions, Kant writes, 
" We can only understand that which is our own work,'' 
and further, " we cannot perceive the combination of 
' parts as ready-made to our hands, we have to make it 
for ourselves ; we must combine if we are to conceive . 
anjrthing as combined, even space and time " {Letters, 
2, 496). But according to Kant " all phenomena are 
looked upon as aggregates or masses of given parts," 
that is to say as combinations {Reine Vernunft, 204), 
and consequently to him every perception represents 
something made, a " combinaticm." \ 

Although a man like Kant is naturally large-minded 
enough to be accessible to broad general impressions which 
are incapable of analysis, we yet see that he is not at his 
ease in such conditions : thus, for example, he says of 
the ^ht of the star-studded heaven : " it gives us un- 
developed ideas which may perhaps be felt, but which do "s 
not admit of description " (Natural History and Theory 
of Heaven, conclusion): clearly even in this case, and even 
if he has to admit that the ideas are " undeveloped," he 
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b still under the impression of ideas and of ideas in great 
numbers, for he needs parts in order to convert them 
into a whde. This is the exact contradiction of the 
postulate which Goethe sets up in his first conversati<Hi 
with Schiller, " that nature must be portrayed by working 
from the wh(de to the parts."** Here you have in con- 
trast two diametrically opposed methods of perception. 
But it will not be until we reach a further stage in our 
lectures that we shall be aUe to trace to its roots what it 
is that in this connection differentiates the two men. 
Let us for the present content oursdves with this first 
simple observation, and say, Kant is no artist, his eye 
is not receptive and therefore not creative. In his case 
it would be impossible to say that the optic nerve pene- 
trated the brain from the retina, but we should rather say 
that the brain projected itself into the retina : for with 
him sedng is a true analytical function of the brain. 
While Goethe can say of himself, " the seose of sight is 
the sense by means of which I am best enabled to grasp 
the outer world," '^ Kant is compelled to confess, " I 
only see wh^t I think." That is why seeing is such a 
strain upon him, and why he prefers to see, and sees 
better and evexi more sharply, wh^i his eyes are closed. 
Great analytical keenness combined with a limited 
imagination is the necessary result of this physical dis- 
positicm ; for imaginaticm does not spring out of our own 
human self, but its material is drawn from the outside 
world as from a fountain. The essential organ of all 
creative artists is the eye, — ^the eye which has no ccmcem 
with ideas whether developed or undeveloped, but, as 
female principle, accepts lovin^y and without question 
whatever the impression of the senses as male princifde 
is pleased to bestow upon it : the analytical pow^ of 
thought with its creation of new combinatums is a 
secondary consideration. Thus we see how an eminently 
artistic intellect like that of Goethe differs essentially 
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from that of Kant in its way of setting to work in order 
to arrive at any general philosophical conclusion. Goethe 
gives utterance to this as plainly as possible when he 
ccmfesses, " I am completely puzzled when I make any 
att^npt at comparing things side by side." It is not in 
his power like Kant to combine them into a whole, but 
on the contrary he has to see the whole in order to be 
able to understand the parts with all their peculiar pro- 
perties as parts. " My manner of looking upon and 
dealing with natural objects, is to start with an impression 
of the whole in order to arrive at an observation of the 
parts " : that is what Goethe says of himself :'^ and, 
therefore, in order to understand nature, he is ccxnpelled, 
—compelled by the pecuharity of his intellectual facul- 
ties, — ^to proceed as Seer and Poet, that is to say to 
create by means of perception. 

We are now aUe to see in all clearness the contrast 
between the intellectual faculties of these two person- 
alities. The one, Goethe, lives vdth his eye ever open 
and only arrives at thought by means of perception ; 
the other, Kant, Uves with his eyes closed and it is only 
by thought that he arrives at seeing. StiU, I must issue a 
warning against attaching too great weight to any such 
formula: it serves no purpose beyond defining our 
momentary position. It is no more than a first compari- 
soa, a first picture, something like the distant view of 
a mountain-range on the horizon. We have to draw 
nearer ; however mij^ we may be lacking in science, we 
cannot afford to be superficial; and for that reason 
we must not hurry over the reciprocal relation between 
perception and thought. If the intellectual personality 
of Goethe is to lead us to a knowledge of that of Kant, 
we must in the first place become acquainted with it. 
And yet who can boast that he knows Goethe, the man 
who surveyed all nature ? Up to the present there are 
but few who know him. 
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Perhaps it will be Kant himself, the incomparable 
analyst of the himian intellect, who will give us a due to 
put us on the right way. Towards the end of the intro- 
duction to the Critique of Pure Reason, we read, " There 
are two branches of human knowledge, which perhaps 
spring from one conunon root unknown to us, namely 
sensibility and understanding, the first of which furnishes 
us with subjects which the second enables us to think." 
This saying deserves lasting attenticm, it is as it were a 
first step in metaphysical thought. Still, it would be a 
very siq)erficial verdict if we were ra^y to make the 
assertion that in Goethe one of the two branches, sensi- 
bility, was highly developed to the prejudice of the other^ 
while the converse took place in Kant. In Goethe's 
observations of nature it is precisely the tmderstanding 
that is so extraordinarily prominent ; hardly any other 
man has to the same degree enriched natural science 
with ideas, as contrasted with discoveries. As a matter 
of fact the rdationship between the two " branches *' is 
extremely complex. Ilie two, sensibility and tmderstand- 
ing, ^ire as necessary to perception as they are to thought. 
And the degree to which both play their part in the same 
individual — on the one hand in perception and on the 
other in the thinking out of the subject perceived, — is a 
chief cause of the difference in the intellectual qualities 
of various personaUties. The meaning of this can only 
be made clear by a concrete example, and so I shall 
venture to insert here an excursus on Goethe's doctrine 
of metamorphosis. In this way we shall search out the 
inmost depths of those intellectual qualities of which we 
have up to the present only been touching the fringe. 
The direct relation to Kant, of which you already have 
some conjecture, wiU then at once unveil itself before 
your eyes. 

All the world is familiar with Goethe's account of his 
first important meeting with Schiller. Goethe, still in 
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the innocence of his heart, unccmsdously making use 
of his own methods, lays before SchiUer his doctrine 
of the metamori^osis of i^ants, and with a few strokes 
of his pencil produces a sketch of his Vrpflame, the 
primeval plant. Schiller listens attentively, but then 
shakes his head and says, "That is no experience, 
that is an idea." Goethe, nettled, rephes, " Well I I 
am glad that I have got ideas, without knowing it, and 
that I see them with my eyes." Something seen with 
the eye: that is precisely the meaning of the Greek 
word Idea. Plato's ideas spring from such an intense 
craving for perception, that to him every single object is 
in his eyes a mere shadow. It is quite possible to possess 
an idea, without being conscious of it as a reasoning 
process ; that, as we shall see in a later lecture, is what is 
continually happening to us all. But what we have 
chiefly to bear in mind here is the inpossibiUty under 
which the perceptive genius labours of distinguishing 
between his ideas and his experiences, until the analytical 
thinker has cleared matters up for him. Until Goethe's 
meeting with Schiller the transformation of one leaf-form 
into another, or the change of vertebrae into a skull, was 
something quite as concretely " perceived," and conse- 
quently " experienced," as the single plants and the 
single bones which he had studied. 

Here we have at last arrived at the contradiction 
which has been so often alluded to in the precise form 
which is exactly suited to our investigation, namely the 
contradiction between experience and idea. The open eye 
like the closed eye was the mere physical s}nnptom of an 
intellectual tendency: the contrast between sensibiUty and 
understanding would have led us to a purely metaphysical 
discussion of the human intellect in general ; a distinction 
between perception and thinking remains tiieoretical un- 
less an appreciation of the practical differoice between 
Idea and Experience has led the way.** Hare then we 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



46 GOETHE 

must bring our auger into play. We are all the more bound 
to do so inasmuch as this question of the rdati(m be- 
tween idea and experience,— expressed with such striking 
terseness in that conversation between Schiller and 
Goethe — is continually recurring when we speak of seeing, 
and will therefore oftoi occupy us in these lectures, where 
the different way in which the world appeals to differoit 
personalities will daim our chief interest. For this 
relation between idea and experience forms an axis, 
round which our conception of what is in general meant 
by " perception " revolves. The great Goethe himself 
from the year 1794 was incessantly occupied with this 
proUem. He recognised clearly that it is "as mis- 
chievous exclusively to obey experience, as it is uncon- 
ditionally to follow the idea."^ Unremittingly he turned 
the question round and round, hoping to find a solution of 
the riddle. He perceived that the contradiction between 
idea and experience corresponded analogously to that 
between sensibiUty and understanding, between seeing 
and thinking, between analysis and synthesis, even in a 
certain sense between physics and metaphysics, between 
object and subject, between phenomenon and reaUty. 
Reflection invariably shows that in each case these 
twin contradictions are rooted the one in the other; 
practice proves everjnvhere that the inclination of the 
one is to destroy the other. Like negative and positive 
electricity, they mutually attract and repel one another. 
If we follow Goethe's thoughts upon nature — a matter of 
far greater intellectual import than the barren chewing 
of the cud of Faust and Tasso, and which has only become 
satisfactorily possible by the splendid second part of the 
Weimar edition — ^we shall see this question continually 
cropping up. In the treatise on Colour he writes : "Here 
it is that the practical man in experience, and the thinker 
in speculation, tires himself out, and a contest arises for 
which there is no peaceable or decisive ccmclusion*" *^ 
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Against the presumptuous narrow-minded attempts of the 
so-called " practician/' Goethe is ever ready to break a 
lance on behalf of the rights of the Thinker, that is to say, 
of the rights of the understanding, of the idea, of synthesis, 
indeed even of metaphysics. If this statement should 
seem startling to men who have been brought up in the 
traditicm of an unf^iilosophical as well as of an nnmiigiral 
Goethe, I am in a position to quote his own words: 
*' But here we shall above all confess and declare that 
it is in fuU consciousness that we find ourselves in the 
region where the metaphysics and natural history overlap, 
where the serious and trusty investigator loves to linger *' 
(W.A. 2, 6-348). Play note this expression, "loves to 
linger." And yet his own conception of nature and of 
life is too manifestly rooted in perception ; he is a too 
objective thinker, and above all the eye, which reveals 
phenomena to htm, is too completely the ruling oigan 
in his personality for him ever, even momentarily, to be 
inclined to be false to the material world of empiricism. 
Wordsworth's famous lines : 

To tbe solid ground 
Of nature trusts the mind whidi builds for aye, 

might have been coined for Goethe, with the characteristi- 
cally limiting addition that Goethe only finds " soUd 
ground " where there is something for the eye to see, 
whereas he feels mistrust and even repulsion for every- 
thing which the Phs^sidsts have to say about an invisible 
nature. When the philosophical botanist. Link, tries to 
confirm certain ideas of Goethe's on the growth of plants 
by bringing into comparison movements of the pendulum 
and of waves, so far from being flattered, the scientific 
poet resents this " introduction of modem, indeterminate, 
sublimated abstraction/'^' and in writing to Schiller 
about the result to which his " observations of nature " 
lead, he says : " It becomes, in fact, the world of the eye, 
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and all reasoning resolves itself into a sort of theatrical 
performance " (15, 11, 96). 

Pray remember this expression, underlined by Goethe 
himself, the world of the eye. The importance of it 3^u will 
only learn by degrees in the subsequent lectm^es. For the 
present let us content ourselves with one remark ; it is 
the world of the eye whose law leads Goethe unconsciously 
to bind the innumerable units of experience into a few 
ideal entities ; as the flower needs the sun, so does this 
philosophy expand under the bright rays of illuminating 
ideas. But ideas do not originate in mere empirical 
experience, but in reason; and so perhaps you may 
begin to suspect that Goethe's way and Kant's way, 
though they may seem to diverge here, are bound to 
meet again in the end. 

Do not let us undertake more for the present than we 
can hope to accomplish to-day. My first prindjde in 
these lectures is to keep you from all abstract thought ; 
that is tabu. Indeed, as a general principle I would 
warn you against all straining of thought ; nothing 
is more hindering to the understanding. Goethe hits the 
mark when he says, '* Thinking does not help thought." 
What we call our special thoughts are a gift of nature ; 
there is no acceptation of the thoughts of others without 
a patient, open surrender of self. Besides this, I shall 
avoid attempting to lead you into the field of pure 
thought, until we shall have gained a perfectly dear con- 
ception the material for which can only be gathered 
together step by step. 

Let us go back to the conversation between Schiller 
and Goethe* There could be no better theme upon which 
to build. 

Schiller shakes his head and says, " That is not ex- 
perience, that is an idea." For simplicity's sake I just 
now agreed with him, as so often happens. Yet, if he 
was not altogether wrong, he was certainly not altogethw 
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right. The matter is not so simple as all that. Goethe 
was far rather justified in " feeling annoyed '' and obsti- 
nately holding to his point. He and Schiller had quite 
unconsciously seized upon the question of metamorphosis 
at the very point where idea and experience imperceptibly 
overlap, that is to say at the metamorphosis of the plant 
leaf. It will not take long to explain the meaning of this 
assertion. 

The Greek word morphe signifies form or shape, and 
m$tamofphosis means change of farm. It is a misfortune 
for the scientific use of the word that Ovid's meta- 
morphoses have given it an ineradicable mythological 
ring. The poet begins : " I am about to sing of forms 
changed into new bodies/' and so we learn how Actson 
was changed into a stag, Narcissus into a flower. Atlas 
into a mountain — all metamorphoses, with many more 
beautiful symbolical legends by which nature is pressed 
into the service of human imagination. In the case of the 
poet we know exactly what he means by "metamor- 
phosis " ; but we can defy any man to give a clear defi- 
nition of the word when it is appUed to natural science. 
Sometimes it stands for a demonstrable historic change 
of one thing into another, just as it does in Ovid's forms ; 
sometimes we apply the word to the difierent phases 
of development of some individual living being which 
changes its shape ; sometimes it means an hypothetical 
or even purely ideal return of different forms to a more 
or less conceivable, sometimes altogether inconceivable, 
I^imitive type, in which some see an actual historical 
ancestor, while others see no more than the necessary 
conception of the human intellect working out a system 
of order in a monstrous chaos of nmterial* Goethe 
himself, who was so Uttle capable of sifting the difference 
between experience and idea, has never declared clearly 
which of these several meanings he wishes us to assign to 
metamorphosis and the transmutation of organic forms ; 
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it is doubtful whether he himself has any certain ideas 
upon the subject. Here, again, it must not be words or 
definitions, but concrete notions, that must guide your 
thoughts. 

If you wish to obtain an antidote against the mystical 
and poetical conceptions of the word metamorphosis, 
and yet at the same time to preserve its concrete applica- 
tion by the Roman poet, you can find a solution of the 
difficulty in the language of modem geologists. The 
term metamorphic is applied to rocks which, in conse- 
quence of physical influences, such as heat, pressure, 
steam, and the like, have undergone a chemical and 
structural transformation. It is certain, for example, 
that all the mica schists and varieties of gneiss were 
originally deposits like the lime and chalk formations 
and the sandstones ; probably they were rich in organic 
remains : but there came a time when by lasting or short, 
but enormously powerful, influences, they were altered 
through and through, the component parts were set free 
or fused, — ^what petrifactions they contained were 
destroyed, — so that a unified crystalline rock took the 
place of stratifications with their rich variety of deposits. 
The chemical composition, no less than the phj^cal 
quality of this new rock, is absolutely different from 
what it was before. Here we have a completely con- 
Crete, material metamorphosis ; one thing has been made 
into another, and this is pure experience, not idea,— or 
rather let us say that there is only one thing in it which 
is idea, namely, the idea by which we recognise the new 
rock as being the same as the old, and therefore assert that 
it has undergone "metamorphosis," although in fact 
the former rock has ceased to exist, but has made place 
for an entirely new one. 

The moment we take organic nature into omsideration 
the matter becomes more complicated. Think, in the 
first place, of the most familiar example, the butterfly. 
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The caterpillar creeps out of the egg ; after a wialt the 
caterpillar imprisons itself in a cocoon or capsule; 
an entirely new creature comes into being, the pupa or 
chrysalis, in which all the inner and outer organs undergo 
a far-reaching transformation. The conditions of life in 
this new inert being are so remarkable, that many pupae 
may be preserved for years, — ^under the influence of cold 
for instance, — without prejudice to life; at last the capsule 
is thrown ofi, and what was once a worm dragging its 
loathsome body painfully from one flower-stalk to 
another, issues forth in the shape of the brilliant butterfly 
flitting from flower to flower on airy wings. 

This metamorphosis of the butterfly, — a phenomenon 
of frequent occurrence in the vegetable and animal 
kingdoms, Goethe called '* the successive, obvious 
metamorphosis." Although we must admit with awe 
that here we meet one of nature's inscrutable marvels, we 
unhesitatingly claim this species of metamorphosis as a 
simple " experience." As a matter of fact, there is 
doubtless a great deal of " idea " in our interpretation of 
it : Goethe himself ended by suspecting as much ; but 
it will be better for us to proceed further without philoso- 
phising, and bring out another example, which is also 
quite " obvious," but which, instead of exhibiting a 
successive metamorphosis — a succession of changes, — 
shows what Goethe calls by way of contradistinction " a 
simultaneous " change. * 

Here we have the skeleton of a cat. I want you to 
take no notice of the rest of the picture, but simply to 
fix your eyes upon the vertebral column from the skull 
to the tip of the tail. 

If you count the bones of the spine and of the tail you 
will find that they are forty-six in number, or forty-four, 
if you should fail to observe that where they are attached 
to the pelvic bones, three have grown together into one 
single mass.^ No one will hesitate for a moment to 
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recognise every one of these forty-six bones as a vertebra. 
Even a savage would, I believe, understand and endorse 
the statement that we have here the same bone repeated 
forty-six times ; at any rate, we know by experience that 
our children have no trouble in mastering this notion. 
The homogeneous conception of this chain of bones is 
brought home to us on all sides ; we recognise the mani- 
fest conformity to certain leading features of the structure 
of the several members, their evident connection for the 
formation of one homogeneous mechanical bodily axis, 



the proportional distribution of their physiological 
function as protectors of the spinal cord. And yet, if you 
look more closely into this chain of bones, this forty-six- 
fold repetition of one single form, you will see that no two 
of them are perfectly alike. We are in the habit of 
recognising the bones of the front and hind legs as 
analogous, but we are careful to distinguish between them 
and give them special names ; yet they correspond far 
more nearly than the vertebral bones. Here are the 
first and last vertebrae of another cat's skeleton. 

Is there in this wide world anything more different ? 
The one is a tiny, cylindrical, elongated little bone, with 
small club-shaped thickenings at each end, — ^the other 
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is a powerful bone, vertically compressed, horizontally 
winged. And now with this first vertebra, the so-called 
Atlas or carrier, compare the second vertebra, which 
anatomists call the Epistroj^ens or the turner. It is 
extended lengthwise, compressed in breadth, furnished 
with a high dorsal ridge, which stretches beyond the 
other vertelx^ both fnmt and back. Here, again, is an 
entirdy new form absolutely imUke the other two. 
And now that yovac eye has been sharpened, pray look 
once more at the spinal column as a whole ; observe the 







high spiny processes on the dorsal vertebrae, no two of 
which are exactly alike ; observe how these thorn-shaped 
processes are suddenly pressed forwards, not backwards, 
in beak shzpe, whereas the vertebrae in the lumbar 
region exhibit more and more powerful processes directed 
diagonally downwards, with, as a new peculiarity, 
swellings which extend forwards and backwards on both 
sides. 

We need go into no further detail ; we have gathered 

material enough to ask ourselves seriously by what right 

we include these txmes, all differing from one another, in 

^ one ideawhich we can "vertebra." I say idea intentionally, 

because obviously there can be no homogeneous concept 
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tion, no patently visible fonn in which this Atlas, this 
spiny dorsal vertebra, this smooth caudal Ixme, could be 
included, unless with the help of theoretical reflection 
we should think out a ts^pical vertebra or ideal vertetoa — 
as you may please to call it — ^the shadowy existence of 
which does not exist outside of our own brains. Even 
the development of the cat in the womb will not help us 
to the conception of a neutral vertebral 
fonn, as it were. For even if in the early 
life of the foetus there should be a stage 
when the so-called primary vertelx^ lie 
the one behind the other in the shape of 
similar discs, what does this mean but 
that we are not able to detect the latent 
potential changes which will soon mani- 
fest themselves?** More than that, these 
so-called primary vertelx^ are not even 
the parents of our vertebrae. It is rath^ 
muscles and ligaments that it is their 
function to produce; then along the 
whole length of the dorsal axis the so- 
called perichordal tube arises without any 
indicaticm of divisions. Later a series of 
changes takes place, out of which at last 
the true vertelx^ proceed, in such a 
manner, indeed, that every single true vertebra takes up 
fractions of two different primary segments, to which 
other forms again are added to complete the vertebra, — 
forms which in no wise touch or are in relation to one 
another, varying in different portions of the axis of the 
body. 

I think you will agree that in this conception of the 
vertebree it was not experience alone that was at work, 
but also idea, and indeed idea plajong a considerable 
part. You will probably feel some hesitation when you 
look at these forty-six different bones, and % Goethe 
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teaches jrou that they are all evolutions of primary 
vertebrae which were once uniform and entirely alike, 
and therefore to be conceived as originally related to one 
another, just as the butterfly is related to the chrysalis 
and the caterpillar ; — ^that the vertebral chain of bones 
is an example of "synchronic transformation/' — of 
simultaneous metamorphosis. You wUl probably be 
inclined to shake your heads and say with Schiller, that 
is rather idea than experience. The " transformation " 
<^ something which only, or perhaps even hardly, exists 
in my imagination and only floats before me as a sym- 
bolical type, may be a useful thought, but it is surely a 
bold one. You must however consider further that this 
thought is no mere abstraction, but an " idea " in the sense 
of Plato to which I have alluded above. We are dealing 
with the perception of what is seen as a combined whole, ^ 
with what the famous Greek philosopher called a synagoge. 
It is as if these many vertebrae laid a burthen upon our 
pcmex of conception, as if they disturbed the eye and 
did not allow it to attain that power of sight which 
" rests quietly and purely upon objects."** Goethe 
himself, who " strove to compass the organic world with 
passionate senses,"** suffered much under the plethora 
of forms, and from the consequent impossibiUty of taking 
them all in. His whole rich work in the fields of botany 
and zoology is directed to one sinf^e endeavour which we 
may sum up in the words, he wished to make visible to 
others what he himself had seen. Kant, as you will 
remember, closed his eyes before the multitude of pheno- 
mena, whereas Goethe came to the assistance of the eye, 
and Amplified the image by condensing that multitude 
into a few ideas. What we look upon as theoretical in 
him, and what has therefore alienated the poet from so 
many of us, is all in the interest of the comprehension of 
that " world of the eye." Even his optics cannot be 
understood until we realise that the work is no less than 
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a heroic attack against invisible, arithmetical schemes 
on behalf of conceptions capable of bdng perceived. 
This "simultaneous" metamorphosis cannot then by 
any possibility in his case be a mere idea, but is on 
the contrary, if I may say so, experience and S(miething 
more.** 

The contrast between a metamorphosis which is 
cmisecutive and almost entirely emi»rical, and a meta- 
morphosb which is simultaneous and almost ideal, will 
have given you some ddfinite notions as to the relation 
between experience and idea within the scope of this 
range of thought ; and now at last you can understand 
to what extent the so-called " metamorphosis of plants " 
stands precisely upon that critical point where experience 
and idea overlap one another, so that it is impossible to 
draw a boundary-line. The metamorphosis of plants is, 
indeed, at the same time " successive " and " simultane- 
ous "—consecutive and synchronous I Both conceptions 
are permissible ; the question of which we should dioose 
depends upon the point to which we turn our attention, 
and that is why we can hardly avoid here the interchange 
between experience and idea. That Goethe at this point, 
where the problem, as it were, slips through our fingers, 
began his comparative studies, is less a matter of accident 
than of instinct : for it was precisely the wavering stand- 
point between experience and idea that was calculated 
to furnish him with the right impetus for the attainment 
of what he wanted for his " world of the eye." 

Here you have several plants picked at haphazard 
in the fidds this morning. Although Goethe's interest 
was first excited by the si^t of the Fanpalms in the 
Botanical Gardens at Padua, it is characteristic of his 
doctrine of the metamorphosis of plants that he did not 
keep in view trees or that branch of the vegetaUe king- 
dom which is richest in forms — ^the cryptogams or non- 
flowering plants, but first and foremost directed his 
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attention to those herbs which come quickly into growth 
and Uoom and as quickly die.^* What gives this a 
special importance is the fact that Goethe's doctrine 
rests in no way upon scientific analysis, but exclusively 
upon perception. A peculiar amalgamation of the ideas 
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of rest and motion, of " bemg " and " coming into bemg/' 
here takes possession of what he actually saw, transf orm* 
ing the phenomena of inscrutable nature into ideas better 
adapted to the comprehension of the hiunan mind. 
This creation of Goethe's sometimes reminds one of the 
higher mathematics ; there is the same violent bursting 
open of a closed door^^ — ^indeed, the analogy is quite 
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complete, except for the fact that in the one case it is the 
reahn of abstract perception, in the other that of con- 
crete perception which is dealt with. 

If we look at these {dants we shall see a creature 
complete from the root to the flower. It is just as 
finished, self-contained, and definitely inclosed within its 
own limits as our skeleton of the cat. The leaves, as 
you see, vary in form ; the so-called cotyledons at the 
foot of the stalk are simple, not crenate or indented, 
whereas the others are crenate though in different degrees, 
the s^;ments growing deeper at first from leaf to leaf, 
and then again decreasing. 

In these other plants you will never find two leaves 
exactly alike in shape: here, for instance, the lower 
leaves are fifty or a hundred times larger than the upper 
ones. There are other cases where the polymorphism of 
the leaves is even more pronounced. But you must look 
further, and consider the flower. We cannot help being 
struck by the leaf-nature of these single petals, which can 
moreover be proved by important anatomical evidence, 
and especially by their position in relation to the stem ; 
and this holds good of the inner whorls, the stamens, 
and the organs of fructification, however much to the 
outer eye they may seem to differ from green leaves. 
All this is the gift of what Goethe calls " our guardian 
angel, the Genius of Analogy."" Of course, petals are 
not leaves any more than leaves are petals ; their structure 
is in many particulars a different living organism, and 
this is even more true in the case of the sexual oigans ; 
and when Goethe says, " We know that the stem-leaves 
are only preparations and pre-indications of the flowers 
and reproductive organs,"** I confess that such an 
exaggerated figure of speech seons to me to be most ques- 
tionable. The stem-leaves are the most important 
nutritive organs of the plant ; to describe th^m merely 
as " pre-indications " of the petals, has no more sense 
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than if I were to call the stomach a pre-indication of 
the brain. We see what this leads to when Goethe sets 
up the monstrous assertion, "The female part of the 
blossom is no more a special organ than the male "*' ; 
this brings us to a doctrine of final imity, and science is 
ruled out of court. Let us, however, for the moment 
accept the analogy and agree to refer all these organs 




to the one idea of " leaf," reserving certain reflections 
for further consideration hereafter. This whole series 
of leaves stands before our eyes in the same way as the 
series of vertebrae in the cat's spine. We see them all 
before us, side by side, each fulfilling its special function. 
If we should look upon these forms as " transformations," 
we can only treat them, as in the case of the vertebnd 
column, as a synchronous or " simultaneous metamor- 
phosis," that is to say, as a pure idea, and Schiller is 
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right when he says, " that is not an experience " ; for 
even though the leaves are developed successively, no 
one leaf arises out of another, nor are green leaves 
changed into petals, as the butterfly is devdoped out of the 
pupa, but the transformation m^ely refers to one general 
idea in our brains, called leaf. That, howevar, was not the 
way in which Goethe, in the first instance at any rate, 
considered the matter — on the contrary, he practically 
starts with the conception of an analogy with the con- 
secutive transformation of insects I Let me explain how 
that came about. 

When Goethe began to busy himself with such matters, 
the metamarphosis platUarum was a pet phrase and 
shibboleth of the investigators of nature of that day 
with their muddled generalisations. For example, in a 
dissertation which Linnseus himsdf, though not its 
author, sent to the press in 1755 under the above title, 
we read, " The green caterpillar-skin of the plant bursts : 
but together with the lacework of the calyx it remains 
hanging to the main body of the plant which continues 
to shed its skin . . • the caterpillar-skin remains like the 
green bark of the stem, but the butterfly peeps out 
merrily and flaunts the gay cdours of its petal wings."** 
Here we have a true pattem of false analogies which 
might commend itself to some modem Ovid, but would 
certainly not suit any investigator of natural history. 
Now Goethe stood under the influence of the Linnasan 
school : when he began to work at botany its works 
were his "' daily study,'" and he has left us many direct 
and indirect proofs of that fact. The PhilcsopMa 
Boianica of Linnaeus had taught him that under certain 
conditions of soil petals are changed into green leaves, 
and conversely green leaves into petals. Prindpium 
florum et foUorum idem est. Luxurians vegdatio folia 
fhribus coniinuando producU, etc. The whole of these 
and similar " facts " are published by Linnceus und^ 
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the title of Metamorphosis Vegetabilis^* That is the 
origin of Goethe's use of the word metamorphosis, which 
was a misfortime, inasmuch as it led him and others 
astray : but it also accounts for the first incentive to an 
idea possessing such a penetrative power of observation, 
that Goethe was justified in saying that he saw his idea . 
with his eyes.** 

In order to understand this we must leave the stand- 
point of Rest, which we occupy so long as we remain in 
ccmtemplation of these finished plants, in order to take 
up that of Motion. These annuals are all of quick growth : 
their whole vegetaticm only comprises a few months. 
That is why Goethe conducted most of his observations 
in this field in Italy, where it is possible to watch the 
breaking out of new leaves from day to day and their 
growth from hour to hour. " What in the North I only 
suspected, here (in Frascati) I find revealed " {Letters, 3, 
10, 87). Now, however, I must call your attention to 
this : the stem of these plants is a simple form of axis : 
it grows upwards, and as it grows so-called nodes or 
joints are formed at fairly regular intervals : at each 
node a leaf is produced : this process goes on without 
variation, and even where the leaves surround the stem 
in whorls, as they do here in the corolla of petals, a 
closer observation, and the evidence of frequent mal- 
formations, go to show that in this case we must accept 
the presence of greatly shortened intemodes. We human 
beings who are the result of the polymorphism or great 
variety of form in the animal body, find such a striking 
uniformity in the jdan of this vegetable structure, that we 
are at first inclined to notice nothing beyond the strict 
repetition of similarity, and it is not until later on that 
our attenticm is arrested by such differences as exist. 
Johannes Miiller, the great physiologist, has remarked 
that it is not the recognition of reason, but imaginaticm 
which detects in the plant "' a manifold whole made up 
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of identical members." ** Goethe gave expression to the 
same idea in poetic form : 

A driving consecutive force^ raising itself renewed. 
Node towering on node, but always the same first form.* 

We see the simple stem, detect the simple law, in 
obedience to which on every node it bears a leaf, and 
look upon the leaf as an equally uniform entity, " always 
the same first form " : we start from the preconception 
of " identical members," and in our eyes it is always one 
stem carrying one leaf repeated indefinitely. That is 
what logicians call a "subreption," that is to say a 
fallacy arising out of impressions of the senses. Now 
imagine a man gifted with the most lively fancy, and an 
almost unbridled passionate nature, who under the 
sunny sky of Palermo and Naples watches the plants 
growing under his very eyes I Every morning he sees a 
new development in the same identic member, and every 
morning it assimies a new shape, differing from that of 
the day before ; it grows in breadth, it grows in length, 
the outline varies with the many motions of the plant : 
suddenly, without any interval, the organ contracts 
itself into a small smooth-edged calyx leaf, spreads out 
once more into a coloured corolla, again shrivels into the 
almost dustlike anther, again widens out as it were with 
the force of a last breath of life into an ovary or seed- 
vessel, which the investigator breaks open to find the 
tiny germs of the future cotyledons of a new plant. For 
a man in such a frame of mind there is in all this no 
standstill, no rest ; the motionless plant is to him a thing 
in motion, the form of a being undergoing a daily process 
of change ; as for the leaf which is really firmly fixed, 
which, until the autunm sets it free, remains as un* 
changed as a crystal, Goethe sees in it " a very Proteus 

* Gleich darauf ein folgender Trieb, sich erhebend, emeuet, 
Knoten auf Knoten getiirmt, immer das erste Gebtld.* 
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which can show itself in all manner of shapes " ;** he 
sees the metamorphosis taking place under his eyes ; as 
a hmnan bosom heaves and sinks, he sees the leaf spread 
itself out and contract, from cotyledon to fruit, and 
his ears ring with " the six footsteps of Nature."** In 
all this, as you see, he perceives motion and continuity. 
He ignores the fact that as in the vertebral column of the 
cat, so also in the plant the different parts are in dose 
relation, absolutely autonomous, and moreover of un- 
equal physiological value, — in his mind he is dealing 
with a true, consecutive metamorphosis, and just as 
the caterpillar is transformed into the butterfly, so in 
this case he sees the practical transformation of one 
thing into another thing. " It is no dream, no play of 
fancy,'' he assures Frau von Stein (Letters, 10, 7, 86). 

That is why Goethe, who thought that his eyes had 
witnessed the transformation of the leaf a thousand times, 
and upon whom, as he says, this perception had acted 
with the driving potency of passion,*® was taken aback 
and nettled when Schiller, the man who seldom turned 
his eye to organic nature, critically and calmly met him 
with the observation, " that is no experience, that is 
idea.'' It was just in this conception of the metamor- 
phosis of plants that Goethe imagined himself to have 
the most intensive '* experience " : it was from this that 
he derived the excessive wealth of his power of observar 
tion : it was this that led him to the idea of metamor> 
phosis in the rest of organic nature. At the beginning of 
his Italian journey we find him oppressed by the varied 
richness of plant forms : " I do not yet see how I am to 
disentangle myself," he writes from Padua. He lacked 
some intermediary organ which should enable him to 
take in, that is to say to experience, the whole field of 
Ufe. " What is perception without thought ? " he asks 
in the same letter, a question which we shall have to 
discuss very fully in our later lectures, but which already 
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shows us what limitations we must set to ourselves 
before we accept the saying that Goethe was all eye as 
something to which a comprehensible and true meaning 
can be attached. There is no true perception without 
thought. A great seer must also be a great thinker. 
The special part which thinking, as organ of perception, 
must have played in Goethe is clear from his own ad- 
mission, " no true keenness of sight : hence the gift 
of seeing the charm of things/'*^ and from the other 
saying, " sight itself is thought/'** We shall see dearly 
that as a matter of fact Goethe's sight was not keen, 
when in the next lecture we compare him with Leonardo 
da Vinci.** Kaspar Friedrich Wolff was an example of 
keen sight, when armed with his dissecting knife and 
microscope he laid the foundations for the comparative 
anatomy of plants. Wolff showed that we have no right 
to speak of the origin of the parts of a living being until 
we have learnt to distinguish between the three following 
things: histological elementary structures, tissues in 
their varieties, and organs.** Next he observed the 
practical history of the birth of the stem and its side- 
organs ; he discovered the point of vegetation, followed 
the genesis of the vascular system out of calls the walls 
of which are reabsorbed, studied the growth of the leaf, 
etc., and upon the basis of all these observations he came 
to the conclusion that all the parts of the idant might be 
referred either to stem or leaf.** Wolff made many mis- 
takes, yet hb method was that of strict emjHrical natural 
science. Goethe did nothing like that : he was not fitted 
for work of that kind ; a few weeks after he had uttered 
his cry of despair at Padua, '' how am I to disentangle 
myself ? What is seeing without thinking ? " he wrote 
on a scrap of paper, " Hypothesis : everything is leaf ; 
and it is this simplicity which renders possible the 
greatest complexity."** He now at last saw that he had 
removed the cataract from his inward eye ; thinking and 
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perception were in harmony, and in this way experience 
streamed into both his inward and his outward eye ; 
the whole world stood revealed to his gaze. From 
Naples he writes to Herder that he now has at his 
command, not only all plants that exist, but even those 
that do not exist, but possibly might exist, and he exclaims 
with intoxication, "Nature herself must envy me."*' And 
now comes Schiller, the scholar and thinker, and, so far 
from envying him, shakes his head ! 

I may hope that my short exposition may have sufficed 
to make you at one and the same time intoxicated with 
Goethe and critical with Schiller, for such a frame of 
mind alone can give rise to an exact conception of the 
importance of Goethe's true doctrine of metamorphosis, 
and, as a result of that conception of his method of 
perception, to an appreciation of the relation between 
experience and idea as it presented itself to his mind. 

You will have remarked in what a peculiar fashion in 
his conception of the metamorphosis of plants the ideas 
of motion and rest, of simultaneity and sequence, of 
unity and plurality are so to speak superposed the one 
upon the other. In the insect world this does not take 
place, or to speak more exactly it does not take place in 
any striking fashion, for in the case of insects the one 
develops itself out of the other in course of time— -even 
in the vertebral column it only takes pl^ce out of 
sight, for there from the outset the one is immovably 
attached to the other. In the plant on the other hand 
we see a living being not only growing, but daily producing 
new organs which had not previously existed. In this 
case therefore interchange of conceptions of simultaneous 
cohesion and of successive sequence became possible. 
The conception of simultaneous metamorphosis, in its 
broader sense, is the foundation of all comparative 
anatomy, and the conception of successive metamorphosis 
commonly observed in the lives of insects and of many 

I.— F 
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of modem science, the fantastic Ernst Haeckel, into the 
region of the densest mountain mists, where he looks 
upon his own wraith in the light of a new revelation. 

Here we see what Goethe owed to Schiller. Goethe has 
told us later with what " unconscious simplicity " he was 
wont to philosophise until Schiller and Kant enlightened 
him.^ He was deep in aimless struggles over the Ur- 
pfianze (the primitive plant) and the Uriier (primitive 
animal) : his standard for the significance of leading 
anatomical facts was so poor that he was capable of 
writing, " a leaf that absorbs moisture is called a 
root." '* Then came Schiller and roused him out of his 
imcritical slumbers. A year and a half after that meeting 
Goethe was already aware that the " primitive form " 
for which he had been seeking "was no child of the 
senses, but of the mind."'* He would then no longer 
have been able to exclaim sarcastically to Schiller, '* I 
am very glad to have ideas which I can see with my 
eyes," for he would have to say, " with my mind's eye," 
and that was just what Schiller meant. A few years 
later Goethe says that the Urpflanze, the primitive plant, 
is transcendental, and says of the Urtier, the primitive 
animal, " that, after all, is no more than the conception 
or idea of an animal," or else he speaks of ideal Ur/Orper, 
primitive bodies, and is careful to add, " realise the idea 
and it loses its value." Five-and-twenty years later 
Goethe wrote the little chapter on Bedenken und Ergebung, 
** Reflection and Submission," which I strongly advise you 
to read over and over again. In these two pages Goethe 
clearly points out the cause of the conflict between idea, 
independent of space and time, and experience which is 
confined in space and time. Then he goes on, " that is 
why in the idea simultaneity and successive sequence 
are dosdy bound up together, while in all empirical 
experience, on the contrary, they are always kept apart" 
You can now undei^tand these words exactly, since you 
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can apply them to the concrete conceptions which you 
have gathered from plant life, but which unfortimately 
Goethe has not named in the passage quoted. You can 
also understand Goethe when he adds, '* A natural 
operation which idea represents to our minds as being at 
the same time consecutive and simultaneous seems to 
drive us into a state of something like madness." In 
fact the road which Goethe pointed out in his doctrine 
of metamorphosis is a dangerous road which should not 
be followed without critical caution. For if we look upon 
our ideas as bemg experience, that road will lead us into 
the condition of madness in which our modem biology has 
enmeshed itself, and which threatens utterly to extinguish 
the power of independent observation ; whereas, on the 
contrary, if we draw ideas from our experience, we shall 
be following a road which will lead us into that world of 
the eye of which Goethe was the herald, and the im- 
portance of which for the future of cultiure no human 
being is yet capable of estimating. 



Let us go back to Kant. Although we may seem to 
have wandered far afield we have yet reached a point 
where in the metamorphosis of plants Goethe reaches 
out his hand to meet that of Kant. I am sure, moreover, 
that there are many of Kant's views that you will 
understand much better, now that you have reached 
him through Goethe, than if you had attempted to 
follow him along the road of abstract conceptions. 
Goethe, insensibly, and while simply giving homogeneity 
and unity to the masses of forms which his eye detected, 
has led us into the depths of Kant's philosophy. 

In the Critique of Pure Reason Kant goes back to 
Plato, in order, as he says, to re-introduce the word idea 
in its *' original sense." What this original meaning was 
he tries to express in the foUowing way : " Ideas according 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



\ 



70 GOETHE 

to Plato are prototjrpes of things themselves, and not 
mere keys to possible experiences." This does away 
with our modem weakly interpretation of the word as 
almost s3aionymous with " thought " ; an idea is no 
mechanical help, no intellectual scheme for the more 
convenient collection of experiences, but an idea is an 
image, and, as you will leam from our later lectures, 
" a creative fact. A v^;etable, an animal, the regular 
ordering of the structure of the universe, presumably 
therefore also the complete laws of nature, show clearly 
that they are only possible in consonance with ideas " 
(R.V. 369 f .). You see how aU this is based upon per- 
ception, and how closely akin this method of thinking is 
to that of Goethe, which was for ever hunting for proto- 
types for that established order which it had discovered 
in the vegetable and animal kingdoms. But remember 
that Kant's eye is by no means directed outwards, but 
altogether inwards ; he analyses everything which f (Hrces 
itself upon his intellect exactly as he did Westminster 
Bridge, and takes to pieces the several component parts 
just as he does when the impression of the star-studded 
heaven strikes his soul. Not for a moment, therefore, do 
the notions of Idea and Experience correspond, as was the 
case with Goethe, to the prejudice of dear recognition. 
On the contrary, Kant's whole philosophy in its origin as 
in its aim springs from the perception that our human 
experience, of which to this day many men untrained, 
or wrongly trained, in philosophy speak as something 
simple and palpable, is in reality a very complex pro- 
ceeding, and that the formation of ideas is the result of a 
tendency which is certainly inevitable, but at the same 
time dangerous. It was to the disentanglement of these 
conditions, to the so-called critique of recog^tion, that 
Kant devoted the greatest part of his life. A first result 
of his analysis runs as follows : it is true that experience 
is rooted in the impressions of our senses, but beyond 
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that it stands in need of understanding, since no experi- 
eQce can have any existence without the combination 
into unities of our innumerable observations; this 
combination must manifestly take place according to 
laws which exist within ourselves, not outside of our- 
selves :^^ without understanding it would be impossible 
for me to reduce the endless multiplicity of experiences 
to fixed, definite " things," and at the same time to 
discriminate between them.''^ Still less should I be able 
to unite two different phenomena like " caterpillar " and 
" butterfly," and to assert that the one is a transformation 
of the other. 

So much as a first guide to what is meant l^ experience. 
A second important result of Kant's bears upon ideas, 
and establishes the fact that ideas never fully grasp the 
true value of a phenomenon, but go no further than 
formulating the particular view that our thoughts take 
of it. Our undc^tanding deals with the perception of 
things, our reason, as the parent of ideas, with the under- 
standing which fixes and limits those things. " If then 
pure reason also deals with phenomena," says Kant, 
" it still stands in no direct relation to th^n and to the 
perception of them, but only has to do with the under- 
standing and its judgments " (R.V. 363). Every single 
word here is of pure gold. Ideas do indeed " deal with 
phenomena," that b to say they are called into being by 
objects perceived, and aim at a renewed perception of 
them; yet they are not directly in relation with the 
perceptions by means of which we attained a knowledge 
of these objects, but with our understanding and its 
judgments, that is to say with what we human beings 
think of them. In short, the range of the idea is deter- 
mined by the limits of human powers. You have but to 
consider Goethe's doctrine of the Metamorphosis of 
Plants, and you will be in a position thoroughly to under- 
stand the general meaning of this assertion without any 
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deeper initiation into Kant's philosophy. For it is certain 
that Goethe's idea had an objective foundation, formed 
upon the observation of thousands of plants : but it is 
even as certain that his idea is concerned with them not 
indirectly but directly. " I do not know how I can dis- 
entangle myself," wrote Goethe, as you will remember, 
from Padua : he wishes to disentangle himself, his 
thoughts, his thoughts about things, not the things 
themselves. Long and passionately were "the under- 
standing and its judgments " at work before the idea of 
the transformation of lateral organs, or indeed possibly 
of the whole united organs of plants, revealed itself to 
the reasoning power which was directed upon them out 
of one form, a form which no human eye had ever seen, 
and which Goethe only called a leaf for want of a g^aeric 
term " by which to describe an organ capaUe of such 
various transformations."^^ No sensible man will deny 
^ that this idea is an image and not an experience, and 
even the most unphilosophical man in the world must 
see and admit that this image relates not directly to the 
objects perceived, but to the verdict pronounced upcm 
them by the human understanding and thought. Goethe's 
assumed " primitive organ " is so little a matter of per- 
ception, that we have not even a word applicable to it, 
but when Goethe lets fall the expression " great abstract 
unity,"'* we fed that the descriptive word "leaf" 
better meets the case ; for an idea must really be an 
image serving to help us to a dear comprehension of our 
perceptions, not a logical condusion, and equally not an 
abstract conception. An idea is productive, creative, it 
is the servant of that power of imagination of which 
Kant says that it must not run into fanaticism, but must 
" invent under the strict supervision of Reason " (R.V. 
798), and evai if the outer eye should fail to see these 
invented forms, and consequently the understanding 
should only name them dumsily and tentativdy, that is 
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to say, by symbols, their essence is none the less per- 
ceptibility. If Goethe had written in his notebook, 
" Hypothesis : everything in plant life is abstract unity," 
he would have rendered us and himself scant service ; 
whereas the words, " Hypothesis ; everything is leaf " 
(see page 64), have the value of a permanent enrichment 
of the human world of conceptions. The idea, then, 
although purely a product of human thought, is derived 
from perception, and its final goal is once more percep- 
tion. How clear is its value has been shown by Kant in 
a noble image, for the understanding of which I must 
remind you of the following elementary fact in optics. 

Think of a bi-convex lens such as you have in the best 
magnifying glass. Such a lens has the foUowing peculi- 
arity, — ^a certain point marked X is called its focus, at 
which distant rays of light are coUected and generate 
heat. 

I hold this lens before my eyes and look at an object 
through it, and if the object be beyond the point X, 
I shall see it with the utmost clearness, but inverted. If 
I move the object nearer, it is magnified, but less defined, 
and will suddenly disappear altogether; that happen^ 
when it reaches the point X. The first illustration shows 
you why. The rays go out parallel to one another, and 
consequently there is no point, however distant, where 
the eye can gather them together. Now if I proceed to 
move the object nearer so that it comes to lie between the 
point X and the lens, it inunediately reappears, and no 
longer inverted, but upright, and if the lens is very 
convex, greatly magnified. Now whereas the previous 
image was a true image, an image which you saw where 
the object stood, the present image exists only as an 
imaginary phantasy of the brain. Indeed, there takes 
l^ace an unconscious operation of thought, and in- 
voluntarily we refer every single point to one lying far 
away in the background. That is to say, we transfer the 
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object to a spot where as a matter of fact it does not 
exist. This is especially conspicuous in concave mirrors 
which enable us to call up living apparitions in the 
empty air. If we construct this on purdy optical prin- 




ciples, as we did before, you will see that we are claiming 
an imaginary focus for our given lens or mirror : the 
physicists call this the " Virtual Focus/' and in Kant's 
day the expression in use was still the Latin focus imagin- 




arius, and that implies that in the contemplation of the 
image, we picture to our imagination a focus where in 
reality none exists. 
With the clear representation of these optical facts 
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bdore your eyes you are now in a position fully to 
appreciate the value of Kant's instructive illustration. 
He tells you in detail that ideas will never furnish you 
with " conceptions of special objects." You have seen 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GOETHE 75 

before that although metamorphosis may have given us 
the idea of cme primitive organ in plant life, still it has 
not given us the conception of a c^ain object, but only 
an " abstract imity *' on behalf of which we have to 
content ourselves with the symbol " leaf." Obviously, 
tl^n, ideas do not possess what Kant calls a " constitu- 
tive " value, indeed they bring no concrete contribution 
to the true building up of knowledge, for which they 
have no more than a "regulative,'' in other words a 
directing importance. Now comes the illustration. 
" On the other hand, however, ideas have a pre-eminent 
and indispensably necessary r^;ulative use, namely the 
directing of the understanding to a certain aim, in respect 
of which the lines of all its rules converge upon one pdnt. 
Being no more than an idea, this point may be compared 
to a focus imaginarius, for it lies altogether beyond the 
bounds of all possiUe experience, so that our concrete 
notions concerning things do not in reality proceed from 
them, although they may seem to do so. Nevertheless 
t\as focus imaginarius is of real use, inasmuch as it serves 
for the attainment of the most perfect uniformity to- 
gether with a maximum of expansion. Out of this there 
springs a delusion as if these directing lines were the 
output of an object itself lying outside the field of em- 
pirically possible perception — ^just as objects are seen 
behind the flat surface of the mirror : but this illusion, 
which we are aide to prevent from exercising a deceptive 
power, is y^ indispensably necessary if we wish, in addition 
to those ol^ects which are before our ej^es, also to see 
those which lie far away behind our backs, — that is to 
say, if we would train our understanding to extend beyond 
every empirical experience, and so to attain the utmost 
possible degree of expansion " (R.V. 672 seq). You see 
hoW sharply, and at the same time how clearly, Kant 
defines and limits the essence of idea ; and we under- 
stand him when he tells us of ideas that they *' are not 
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drawn from nature/' that is to say, our interrogation of 
nature is prompted by these ideas, and " our perception 
of nature is in our judgment deficient so long as it is 
inadequate to our pre-fonned ideas " (R.V. 673). Ideas 
are thus seen to fie in the focus imaginarius, and it 
becomes dear that their distinctive feature must be that 
they " go beyond the bounds of possible escperience " 
(R.V. 377). Certainly without experience we should not 
be able to lay hold of them : they are formed on a plane 
optically lying far behind experience, and therefore it is 
impossible that " any object furnished by experience 
should ever be in agreement with them/' And so we 
arrive at the fundamental result : idea and experience 
can never correspond, at any rate never completely and 
lastingly. 

All this seems to me quite dear. And when Kant 
says, " all human intuition begins with perception, 
follows on to comprehension, and ends in ideas " (R.V. 
730), we can, as it were, see his meaning with our eyes 
long before we have plunged into the labyrinth of the 
Reine Vemunft (Pure Reason), and you may take my 
word for it that this appreciation of his meaning is 
absolutdy correct. You must only hold fast to the 
image of the focus imaginarius — a true Kantian image, 
and to the example of the metamorphosis of plants — a 
true Goethian example. The perceptions, — in other 
words, the experience — are the numbers of plants that 
are under observation : purdy sdentific comparative 
anatomy, — ^whether consisting in practical study under 
the microscope, such as that of Kaspar Fr. WolfE, or in 
the collection of double carnations as Goethe collected 
them, — ^means work with comprehensions and judgments : 
these accumulate enormously, their numbers fill us with 
despair. We do not see our way out — " I do not see how 
I can disentangle myself " ; — ^we take refuge in experi- 
ence : at a point nearer than the focus of our eye's lens 
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the material image fades away, while an imaginary one, 
greatly magnified, takes its place, and now in the distant 
background of the focus itnaginarius we see an idea, and 
that furnishes our understanding with the guide to a 
certain goal, and at one and the same time lends to its 
endeavours '' a maximum of uniformity combined with 
a maximum of expansion." Those are the three steps : 
experience, comprehension, idea.'' 

The culminating point of the Critique of Pure Reason 
is this sentence : " all human recognition begins with 
perceptions, leads thence to comprehension, and ends 
with ideas." It introduces the last section of the 
" elementary instruction " : it ends the main work : the 
Meihoden Lekre, or doctrine of method which follows, 
making hardly one -fifth of the book, is as it were 
only an appendix, just as at the end of a work on the 
anatomy and physiology of plants you will find a sketch 
of their systematic clarification. I do not wish to lead 
you into the mistake of supposing that these observations 
of ours will render you at one bound capable of under- 
standing Kant's metaphysics, or of considering your- 
selves as above the necessity of laborious study: yet 
you must surely feel that the practical understanding of 
the way in which this man " saw," must furnish an in- 
comparable help to such a study, and you will find this 
to be more and more justified at every step that we shall 
take ; and I cannot but call your attention to the fact 
that almost all the misunderstanding of Kant is rooted 
in the underestimation, if not in the entire neglect, of the 
perceptive element in his method of thinking. The 
special, predominant power of imagination which we 
have seen to be so significant of Kant's intellect, is at 
the same time characteristic of his philosophy, — ^which is 
something far more concrete and tangible than people 
usually give him credit for, and which to be understood 
must, if I may say so, be sdzed quite as much by the eye 
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as by abstract ratiocination. It is true that the man 
shuts his eyes to the outside world, and so the figures of 
which he makes use often lack brilliancy, though, as you 
have seen by the focus imaginarius, they are never wanting 
in sharfmess ; but, in spite of all, his investigation of the 
soul is no logical ratiocination, no juggling with words, 
as he more than once contemptuously sajrs: this is, 
indeed, true perception. It was undoubtedly this fact 
which attracted Goethe to him, and led to the saying that 
to read a page of Kant was like entering a brilliantly 
lighted room (G. 9, 173). But our professional meta- 
phjrsidans, with the exception of a few men in whom a 
reaction is beginning to take place, have remained mere 
quibblers : our schoolmen still rule the roast in every 
camp, and not least where there is a semblance of con- 
nection with ph3rsics, experimental psychology, statistics, 
etc. : and so it comes to pass that we ftud a vast difference 
between Kant's methods of thought and almost every- 
thing that we meet with under the name of philosojdiy. 
I am bound to call your attention to this at once, and I 
can do so without going beyond the limits of our subject ; 
on the contrary, it will enable you to appreciate the gulf 
which separates the perceptive from the abstract method. 
Like their forerunners in the Middle Ages our modem 
philosophers revel in definiticxi : and yet there is no 
greater mistake than to assume, from a logical point of 
view, that the sharper a definition is the better it is, and 
the more value it possesses. This does not even hold 
good in mathematics. For a definition in mathematics 
is either an arbitrary suppression of perception in favour 
of a practically applicable construction — such, for in- 
stance, as " a point is that which has neither parts nor 
magnitude," or, " a line is that which has length without 
breadth,"— or else it means nothing more than a con- 
vention as to the technical expressions to be adapted to a 
figure with which our power of perception has made us 
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familiar from the outset, — ^as, for example, what we are 
to miderstand by the " centre " and " diameter " of a 
circle. In Louis Couturat's De Vinfini mathimatique (1896) , 
a work of decisive scientific importance, we read, Toutes 
Us difiniHons mathimaHques sont purement nominales, ei 
par suite prisupposent ioujours le concept qu'elles ont Vair 
de canstruire (p. 342). ^d if we go a step further we 
find Pascal telling us that geometry is incapable of de- 
fining any single object with which it deals, such as motion, 
numbers, space (De V esprit giamUrique, sect. i). Thus 
even in mathematics it is practical applicaUlity that 
alone counts. As regards nature, however, the more a 
definition is considered, the more we find that it relates 
exclusively to a word and not to a thing. For instance, 
a leaf is a thing which every man knows by perception : 
try to define it and you will be running yoiu: head against 
mighty difficulties. Claude Bernard, one of the most 
important empirical investigators of the last century, 
affirms that : On ne saurait rien definir dans tes sciences 
de la nature ; toute tentative de definition ne traduit qu'une 
simple kypothise. And in another place he says, dans 
toute science Us definitions sont iUusoiresJ^ Botanists 
have learnt this to their cost. Under the influence df 
Goethe's doctrine of metamorphosis they tried to get 
out of the difficulty with " the leaf in its transcendental 
sense " ; the attempt led to nothing but confusion.^* 
Then when the word leaf would no longer serve their 
purpose, they took refuge behind the word phyllom. 
The ancient languages are continually working wonders 
for us : the primitive Germanic root bid means blossom 
as well as leaf, and shows how our ancestors of old fore- 
stalled their great son ; yet the substantive phyllom, 
derived from the Greek word for leaf, and conveying no 
meaning to our Uving eai]s, gave rise to more and more 
juggling with words. Then the artists in definition set 
to work, and with the help of the cleverly invented 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



8o GOETHE 

phyllom soon set up a very plausible classification, 
according to which there were to be Phylloph3rtes (leaf 
plants) and Thallophytes (leafless plants), and the latter 
were to include the algae, fungi, and lichens. It certainly 
was always difficult for the average man to understand 
why the algae were to have no leaves, and now that the 
material for observation has assumed such gigantic 
proportions and has been subjected to more accurate 
investigation, the imtenability of the definition, however 
greatly it may be extended, is fully demonstrated. To 
be sure we still speak of thallophytes, because it is a word 
of practical utility, and because our actual knowledge of 
algae, fungi, and lichens in no way depends upon a name : 
still, if you look up Goebel's GrundzUge der SysUmatik 
(Fundamental Features of Systematization), you will 
read that " we can apply the conceptions of leaf and stem 
in their case as well as in that of the higher plants."^ 
If we wished to set up a reaction, and to limit the arti« 
fidal expression phyllom in the strictest possible way, it 
would render us no further service, for it would then 
afford little material for observation, while it would 
separate by main force where no separation exists ; in 
short, it would become a mere word ; if we take the other 
alternative and keep on extending its signification it 
must lose all informative value, gaining indeed a wealth 
of material, but beggarly poor in conceptions, and so 
again a mere word. If the phyllom-less plants are also 
to possess phylloms like the others, then we had better 
turn our attention to other things. Definitions, as you 
see, far from possessing the importance of foundation 
and comer stones in the observation of nature, as the 
philosophers would have us believe, are simply technical 
means of mutual understanding which, if they are to 
have any value, must be taken in such a manner as to 
have a rather vague or, if you prefer to call it so, an 
elastic application to the subject under observation. 
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Of course if a system is piirely mental, your philosopher 
may go on spinning definitions as merrily and as keenly 
as he pleases ; but the net result will be nothing more 
than a great calculation in algebra where, if all goes well, 
everything may be accurately correct even though the 
letters a and b, x and y, should still remain letters and 
not concrete values. This is what Kant calls " building 
houses of cards and chatter." On the contrary, in any 
truly scientific system of philosophy based upon facts it 
is entirely contrary to reason to expect that the same 
expression should bear exactly the same logical meaning 
in every connection in which it may be found. What 
never changes is the point of view itself ; but the muta- 
bility of definition shows clearly that we have to deal 
with a living power of intuiticm, and with a nature which 
defies all adequate comprehension, in contradistinction 
to logical and arbitrary lectures from professorial chairs. 
Kant rightly observes, " Philosophy-mongering would 
be in a sad plight if it were unable to deal with an idea 
until it should have been defined," and he confesses to 
the following principle to which I wish to call your 
attenticm at once at the beginning of our work in common, 
" In philosophy definition, as conveying deliberatdy 
measured lucidity, must be the end rather than the 
beginning of a work."®^ 

I have inserted this observation in order to impress 
upon you the fact that Kant the thinker never strays 
beyond the bounds of a visible and tangiUe world, thus 
standing in sharp contrast to all the logic chopping of 
the schools : I wanted, moreover, at the outset of your 
studies to warn you against attaching too much importance 
to definitions, and against giving ear to objections raised 
by pedants on this score ; urging you on the contrary to 
tru^ to Kant's guidance, and to enjoy a clearer under- 
standing of him than you had expected to attain. " We 
can often speak with abundant and precise knowledge 
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upon a subject without being able to explain it." This 
is Kant's answer to the philosophers who would fain 
have men enter upon the fidd of their systems through 
a gateway of the most abstract ideas. ^* We may thai, 
with the help of concrete examples, discuss experience 
and idea without having attempted any precise logical 
definition of either. It might be philosopher-like, but 
it would be quite senseless and unscientific if we were to 
attempt to describe before we have seen, and to winnow 
before we have gleaned. In the course of these lectures 
we shall often return to experience and idea : I hope so 
to arrange matters that your knowledge may grow and 
grow imtil our present standpoint shall seem to you no 
more than the lowest rung of the ladder : yet true know- 
ledge, in contradistinction to mere learning, is a fact, 
and for facts we can only prepare ourselves by action : 
what is to bear fruit to-morrow must lie hidden in the 
mystery of to-day. Later on Plato and Kant will be your 
study, and in them you will find if not everything, at 
any rate a goodly store of what is needed for the " com- 
pletion of your work with exact lucidity." 

Since we have been led into the question of the value 
of definitions, together with that of philosophy work- 
ing on logical and theoretical lines, I should like to 
add another point of view which is closely bound up with 
our present investigation into experience and idea. 

You have seen that Kant appeals to Plato in order to 
re-introduce the word "idea" in its old signification. 
He does this with a full sense of its importance, rejecting 
on the one hand the bungling emendations of this good 
old word, while on the other he is shy of " coining new 
words." Yet the use of the word " idea " in Kant is 
based upon an analysis of the himian intellect, for which 
the Greeks had not the smallest inclination. That is 
why idea in Plato and idea in Kant do not correspond, 
but rather act as two s}anbols pointing to the same 
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hardly expressible meaning. This will not become quite 
clear to you until we reach the lectures upon Plato and 
Kant. But there is one thing that you can understand 
at once, which is that Kant's conception of " idea " is so 
rich and so defined that he deems it necessary to dis- 
tinguish between ideas that belong rather to perception 
and those which belong rather to abstract thought : the 
former are the true " ideas," the latter he calls ratioci- 
nations {Vemunfi Begriffe). But no sharp distinction is 
possible : the only important matter is to call attention to 
the directions in which the himian intellect moves: it 
sometimes happens that Idea and Ratiocination, in accord- 
ance with the suggestion of the moment, can be placed 
in direct opposition to one another : at other times they 
may be so entirely synonymous that Kant sometimes 
makes use of the one word for the other, incurring no 
little abuse on that account. Wiseacres who look upon 
a single word as if it were a loose coat which they try 
to tailor into a tight fit with the scissors of hair-splitting 
definitions, reproach Kant with obscurity, inconsistency, 
and confusedness : he had no notion of definition, he 
omtradicted his own definitions, etc., and yet it is a 
simple case of percepticm. In the case of the idea of 
metamorphosis you have seen clearly how far that idea 
is at the same time capable and incapable of being per- 
ceived. At one time Goethe saw his Urpflanze (primitive 
plant) *' with his eyes " : then it was idea : at another 
time he speaks of an " abstract entity," then it was a 
ratiocination. It sometimes happens that in the con- 
sideration of an idea our attention is spedally claimed by 
what is abstract in it, and then it is just as important to 
distinguish between the ideal conceptions and the true 
concepticms (or ratiocinations, Verslandes Begriffe, as 
Kant calls them) as it is to separate the symbolical 
images which are the result of ideas, from objects seen in 
actual experience. It is therefore important to protect 
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the fact of the formation of ideas against misappre- 
hension and misuse, and to insure this it will be well to 
hoist a danger signal against both. Hence the definition, 
" a conception which goes beyond the possibilities oi 
experience is either an idea or a ratiocination/' That a 
single word did not suffice was not because this princely 
intellect possessed less consistency and clearness than 
any first-class private tutor, but because it was no mere 
logical shadow, but the embodiment of an idea, a highly 
complex idea, which was at stake: and so two words 
were required to do what might have been the work of 
one, whether in worid-wide expansion or imprisoned as 
in the grip of a vice. 

We have now made it clear, without any further need 
of discussion, that " the senses cannot furnish us with 
any object which shall correspond with the idea formed 
of it " (2 V. 383), and moreover that " in experience it is 
impossible to arrive at anything which exactly coincides 
with ideas." Goethe himself later on confessed in a 
happily inspired moment : " the idea cannot be rei^re- 
sented in experience, indeed it hardly admits of proof : 
if a man does not profess it no amount of ocular demon- 
stration will make him master of it.*' But there is one 
thing to which I must again draw your attention before 
we close the chapter on experience and idea for which 
the conversation between Schiller and Goethe has given 
such an opportune occasion. We must treat of a special 
contrast which exists between Kant and Goethe. 

Goethe believed himself to be so entirely wrapt up in 
the objective percepticm of nature, that until Schiller 
roused him up he was even unconscious that he possessed 
ideas. As a matter of fact, however, his conception of 
nature consisted, before the meeting with Schiller as wdl 
as after it, chiefly in the fact that he was actually domi- 
nated by ideas. It was the intense power of perception, 
and not the minutix of experience, which constituted 
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his special gift and directed his aim. This is a subject as 
to which we are still not a little hazy. I have quoted 
Goethe's own words to the effect that his sight was not 
keen. It is true that as the occasicm arose he would 
work with the microscope and even embark upon experi- 
ments upon the influence of coloured light upon the 
growth of plants, but he had no time for minute observa- 
tion which gave him no pleasure, and for which he had no 
special aptitude. On one occasion he confesses, " I had 
no sense of what is positive, but insisted upon everything 
being explained if not intelligibly, at any rate historically." 
Only consider his discovery of the intermaxillary bone. 
The discovery was due to no patient work, but was 
simply a declaration of Goethe's from the very beginning 
that it must be there. He started from an idea, from 
the idea of uniformity in the structure of the skeleton of 
the vertebrate animal, and it turned out to be right. 
Yet every serious and csqpable naturalist will agree with 
me in the contention that the essence of modem science 
lies in the rejection of all such apodeictic prophecies, and 
that it only accepts as valid the decisions of experience. 
Goethe was a brilliant genius, but in spite of that he 
gave rise to no little confusion by his uncritical jumble 
of experience and idea, and by his not always happy 
play of imagination. For instance, Goethe's endeavour 
to refer the whole of the organs of plants to one idea 
'' leaf," proved to be as incapable of being maintained 
as it was fruitless. It needed no less than five ideas, 
Thallome, Rhizome, Caulome, Phyllcnne, and Trichome, 
to be set up in order to shelter his metamorphosis and 
obtain from it some slight service to science. ^' The dogma 
that the framework of the skull is built up of vertebrae 
made confusion worse ixmfounded ; not that the idea 
might not be highly stimulating, but because it went 
ahead of observation which later on showed that erne 
part of the cranium of vertebrate animals proceeds from 
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formations of the dermal skeleton, while another part 
corresponds with the branchial arches, so that the 
analogy with the vertebrae can at most apply cmly to a 
portion and not to the whole of the skull. Moreover, the 
origin of this particular portion is so obscure that it is 
rather an academical question for Zodogists than a fact 
contributing to the advancement of science.^* Goethe 
himself admitted later, '" in my method of investigation, 
of knowledge, and of delight therein I am entirely 
dependent upon sjanbols."^^ This is not a method for 
any one else to copy : it would shatter all science to shivers. 
With Goethe, indeed, the case is different. He is not deal- 
ing with science pure and simple, but with that world of 
the eye whose fimction it is to be to give a new form to 
the whole aggr^^ate of barbaric knowledge in the interest 
of civilised culture. I shall return to this point in the 
next lecture. Kant, the man who was so chary of direct- 
ing his 0ance upon the world around him, and in whom 
one might in consequence presuppose a preference for 
the woiid of ideas, was far more jealous of the rights of 
experience, as opposed to idea, than Goethe. One of the 
most prominent results of Kant's analysis of human 
reason consists in the sharp distinction which he draws 
between experience and idea, and in the proof that " in 
the consideration of nature experience arms us with the 
rule and is the source from which truth springs" (R.V. 
375). Let there be no misunderstanding as to this. The 
high importance which Kant attaches to practical ideas 
for the life of man, cannot be altogether unknown to you : 
according to him, *' they are always in the highest degree 
fruitful, and indispensably necessary so far as real 
actions are concerned" (R.V. 385). We see by the 
example of the focus ifnaginanus, alluded to above, how 
indispensable he holds theoretical ideas to be for science, 
and in his Critique of Pure Reason, and his Critique of 
the Power of Judgment, we are led to important expositions 
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of the law according to which we men set up genera and 
species,— of the meaning of teleology, of the finite and 
infinite nature of the Cosmos, etc. There can be no 
question of any misunderstanding or disparagement of 
ideas. No one would have been more pleased than Kant 
to subscribe to Couturat's dictum, Les idies sont lefonde- 
ment mime de la reaUti,^^ " ideas are the very foimdation 
of reality." What really constitutes the contrast between 
Kant and Goethe is that Kant always without reserve 
recognised the inexorable power of concrete facts, and 
therefore subjected ideas to a far keener analjrsis than 
Goethe did, who although in theory after the conversa- 
tion with Schiller he recognised his mistake, nevertheless 
remained to the end of his life inclined to reckon as natural 
experiences ideas which he had not even clearly formu- 
lated. If we may trust Eckermann's memory, Goethe 
said, as late as 1827 : " I discovered the law of meta- 
morphosis" (G. I, 2, 27). And he continued to look 
upon the indescribable and unthinkable idea of meta- 
morphosis as an analogy to those laws of motion which 
have been arrived at by accurate observation ; he never 
rightly understood the difference between his method 
and that of exact science. ^^ Kant's confession of faith, 
on the contrary, was — " outside of experience no evidence 
of truth is to be found " ; that is at once the confession 
of all exact science, and the banner under which free men 
go out to war against Obscurantism, against Dogmatism, 
against Superstition. In the whole history of the world 
down to the present day no philosopher has represented 
the inalienable rights of experience with such assurance 
and so convincingly as Kant. No wonder the more 
important nattiralists side with him. Not only has he 
maintained our right to open our eyes, and proved with 
the sternness of a philosopher that the walls which are 
for ever being raised in the name of moratity and religicm 
against freedom of research and freedom of opinion, are 
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really bulwarks of prehistoric dishonesty and heathenism 
incarnate, — ^but he has laid the greatest weight upon 
warning us against enemies hidden in the twists and 
turns of our own brains. That is the end and aim of 
all his labours. Idea and theory and system are all to 
be enlisted, but as mediators and helpers, not as founders 
and rulers. Criticism such as this necessarily leads to a 
series of limitations and to the mapping out of the 
frontier lines of experience. Far be it from us to mistake 
our ideas and hypotheses and theories for experience, 
not even when we see and are compelled to adiinit that 
no experience would be possible without them. In this 
way the conception of experience is made clearer, though 
at the same time its boimdaries are more and more closely 
drawn. Experience is stripped of the impertinent fribble 
of impotent materialists, and taught that so far from 
leading to anything and being a sort of divinity, it is 
nothing but the handmaid of a despotic and creative 
intellect, of '* the magician king in the Tower." But 
even the King must learn modesty; for it is only in 
experience purified in this manner that the " fountain of 
truth " gushes forth, that fountain which alone " supi^ies 
the evidence of truth," and " furnishes the law of 
truth." 

The gist and trend of Kant's Critique of Pure Reason 
would justify us in entitling it the preparatory school of 
pure e3q>erience. 

The contrast between Goethe and Kant is patent. But 
if I have been imable to avoid trenching upon the field 
of theory, I must ask you to concentrate your thoughts 
to-day upon the innate and purely personal method of 
perception. This is the one thing that is of first and 
constant importance ; every system contains a multitude 
of impersonal elements, and might be differently formu- 
lated in every succeeding centtuy. But if we were merely 
to lay stress upon what differentiates the two men, we 
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should only have achieved half of our task, and should 
have acquired nothing more than one of those popular flat 
pictures, with everjrthing either to the right or to the left, 
which to me are hateful : in order to obtain a solid image 
the third dimension is needed, — ^that of depth. The dis- 
tinguishing difference to be observed in the two men is 
this, — ^that however much they may have been appar- 
ently opposites in their natural faculties and in what 
they achieved, they were none the less aiming at the 
same goal, and that goal was the encouragement of per- 
ception as against the claims of abstract logical thought. 
Goethe strives to promote perception by insisting upon 
the value of idea, which, as he says in cme passage, *' un- 
locks the inner sense of the observer."^^ Kant promotes 
perception by laying stress upon experience, and by an 
exact criticism of the very complicated conception which 
we call experience. 

This I think will have given you an exact appreciation, 
far better than the worthy Eckermann ever possessed, of 
what Goethe meant when he uttered the memorable 
words, " Instinctively I fdlowed the same road as Kant." 
We only begin to understand any idea, when we recognise 
that there is more in it than can be expressed in words. 
Judgments are just as much symbols as words when they 
refer to something Uving. It is impossible to understand 
the meaning of " I followed the same road as Kant,"^ 
until we see that Goethe might, at the very same 
moment, have said to some other man, " I followed a 
different road from Kant's.'' True wisdom can never 
be imparted: the most that can be done is to lead / 
up to it. 

For the purposes of this lecture I will now sum up the 
restilt of our comparative study of these two conceptions 
of idea and experience in the following way: an eye 
that is always receiving images, is at the same time like 
a mirror always reflecting them, and gathers its own 
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ideas in the garden of nature in the full confidence that 
they grew there. That was the case with Goethe : 

O lass sie walten. 
Die onveigleichlxchen Gestalten, 
Wie sie dorthin mein Auge schickt * 

No such mistake found a place in Kant's carefully 
locked brain : no Ught from without could blind him, and 
so he was able to draw a fine distinction between the 
outer world and the iimer world, — defining in the workings 
of the human intellect how much is foreign and how much 
is inborn, — discriminating in comprehensible thought 
between matter and form. Unless Kant had possessed 
the special and phenomenal power of conception to which 
I called attention at the beginning of the lecture his 
equipment would have been inadequate : in order to 
take a world with its problems into consideration, a man 
must be able to lay claim to the possession of that world 
as his own : but had Kant been as completely wrapped up 
in nature as was Goethe, he would never have succeeded 
in perfecting that series of judgments to which mankind 
will alwaj^ be compelled to revert in the interests of true 
science and true religion. 

But beyond this abstract conclusion there is a moral 
which I would fain draw out of these considerations of 
oinrs; and that moral is, — ^if we give ourselves up to 
nature exclusively we lose ourselves in her. No one 
knew that better than Goethe. There is a passage in 
which he says, " the idea of metamorphosis is a very 
lofty, but at the same time a very dangerous gift from 
above. It leads to that which is without form, destroying 
and disintegrating knowledge."*® In spite of this, even 
in his old age he was constantly relapsing into the 
mysticism of his youth. There can be no doubt that 
mysticism as a mental condition, and as a presentiment 

* O let them prevail, these incomparable forms, seen as my eye 
transmitted them. 
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of transcendental worlds beyond our ken, is an intellectual 
phenomenon worthy of respect : sometimes it has even 
pK)inted the way to liberation from the chains of Dogma ; 
in spite of that, as a mental disposition, it is to be held 
in abomination: the most briUiant intellect becomes 
childish when it strikes ofi on this wrong tack. Here 
again the great Kant is our deliverer for all time ; nothing 
but true criticism such as he taught can steer us clear. 
Unhappily, in spite of the purifying influ^ice of Kant, 
Goethe never was able to hold fast to the critical position 
for any length of time. He mourns over his fate as having 
been " bom to the school of identity,"*^ and a few years 
before his death he writes the regrettable words, " Matter 
can never exist without mind, nor mind without matter/'** 
and the man who wrote this was the same man who a few 
years earlier admitted that the mere idea of transforma- 
tion was dangerous and fatal to knowledge. Dualism is 
no theory, but a fact. It would no doubt be very pretty 
if we men instead of having two legs had only one : but as 
a matter of fact we have two, and are compelled to step 
out with the right and the left foot in turns, if we wish 
to go forward. All monism, be it what it may, leads in 
the end to a Buddhistic contemplation of the navel. If 
subject and object be one and the same, there is an end 
of sdl activity, whether of science or of soul. 

Goethe's genius naturally saved him from such a ship- 
wreck as this. This noble man was rich in those contra- 
dictions in which true greatness reveals itself, and of 
which it is as prodigal as its mother nature. Of that you 
have just had plenty of evidence. Still more was he 
inspired when, instead of proclaiming his beUef in a flat 
identity, he uttered the immortal saying, " where object 
and subject are in contact, there is life." Even though 
now and again he maintained that his " thinking was per- 
ception " — ^those are his very words — " and was actually 
fused with the objects perceived," •• there were other 
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moments when he admitted that man must act as a law- 
giver,^ even in the presence of natm%, and that is 
manifestly the very opposite of "fusion"; indeed, 
upon one occasicm he said that " all attempts to solve 
the problems of nature, are really only the conflicts of the 
power of thought with perception."** The revelation of 
the essence of this inevitable conflict, was precisely wbzt 
constituted the life-work of Kant. Even those least 
familiar with philosophical disputes can have no difficulty 
in imderstanding on the one hand the advantage of 
determining by analy^ what part the "lawgiving" 
thought of man plays in purely objective perception, — 
and on the other of showing how far perception in the 
first instance furnishes thought with material, and so 
pomts the way for the " lawgiver." There is no other 
possible way of arriving at a clear distincticm betwe^i 
experience and idea. 

To the best of my abifity I have now in the main 
accomplished the task which I set myself in this first 
lecture. Yet I must not conclude without briefly direct- 
ing your attention to another field of perception with 
which I shall deal more fully in my next discourse : it 
is one in which the comparison between Goethe and Kant 
is so instructive, and such a valuable supplement to the 
knowledge that we have already gained, that it cannot 
be passed over in silence to-day. I am speaking of 
mathematics. 

The science of mathematics, to borrow a sajfing of 
Goethe's, is that form of perception which is altogether 
and exclusively the monopoly of the " lawgiving " 
thought of man. Across that bridge of the eye to 
which I alluded at the beginning of my lecture there 
come images from without which man is not capable ot 
inventing, and of which we are only aware when nature 
presents them to us; but, in the Magician King's 
castle there is also a world of forms, — ^forms which 
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have no special relation to this or that real entity, and 
yet related to everything or nothing, rods and cranes and 
edges and angles, forms of which outside nature knows 
nothing, or at any rate knew nothing until this world 
of hinnan phantoms had come into tangible existence 
in the shape of machines. 

" They see thee not for they see nought but phantoms," 
says Mephistopheles of the *' Mothers " ; these mothers 
are our mothers, — the mothers of the hmnan race : it 
was from them that we inherited our grey brain-substance, 
and this is the Archimedean point, whence, as it were 
outside of nature, we spread over the Cosmos the net of 
mathematics, — mathematics out of which rise order, 
abstract form, disruption, self-mastery, lawgiving, to be 
embodied in human science. 

We shall have to go more closely into this hereafter. 
To-day we need do no more than determine the directly 
contradict(Mry estimates formed by Goethe and Kant 
of this human invention called mathematics. Kant's 
declaration of faith nms thus : " Pinre mathematics 
afford the truest appreciation, and are at the same time 
the model of the highest certainty in every field of 
thought " (D. § 12), and he not only admires but loves 
the science of mathematics to such a degree that he con- 
siders that " it stirs our feelings in a similar, or even more 
sublime, way than the accidental beauties of nature. "•• 
Goethe, on the contrary, who has to admit that " division 
and addition did not he in my nature,"^^ was of opinion 
that " since the revival of mathematics, science has gone 
sadly astray."'® Goethe was not only without any turn 
for mathematics, but he really showed very Uttle imder- 
standing of the essence and practical importance of the 
science : Kant himself was no arithmetician, though he 
had a pre-eminent aptitude for mathematical perception. 
Here it was Goethe whose eyes were closed, Kant whose 
eyes were open ; and these same open eyes of his enabled 
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him to succeed in rearing up a work of real genius, a 
construction for all time. We may no doubt affirm 
without exaggeration that Kant's hypothesis of the 
origin of the heavenly bodies, taken up forty years later 
by Laplace and carried out into greater detail with the 
help of calculation, was one of the eminent results of 
genius in the exercise of the human power of percep- 
tion. 

There is no need to enlarge upon what is a matter of 
common knowledge. You are acquainted with this 
hypothesis of an originally imdifferentiated, chaotically 
nebular, primary mass of matter which owing to the attrac- 
tion and repulsion of atoms acquired circulation, by means 
of which a central body was formed, and around that 
again others were collected, until all or at any rate the 
greater number of the suns (for some of these are still in 
a nebular state) came into existence; round the sims 
came their planets, and roimd the planets, rings, moons, 
asteroids, etc. Kant calls his hypothesis " an attempt 
to arrive at the mechanical origin of the whole structure 
of the imiverse," and this attempt was so briUiant that 
it still prevails in almost all theories both within and with- 
out the domain of exact science. I am, however, concerned 
to lay great stress upon the fact that we are not dealing 
here with a " theory " in the sense of the laws of motion 
set up by Newton and Descartes, but with a spontaneously 
creative hypothesis. Its perceptibility is so powerful 
and so convincing that even men of science sometimes 
overlook this fact, and so the whole essence of Kant's 
achievement is misimderstood. In truth, as the mathe- 
maticians teach us, it becomes daily more clear that 
the hj^thesis in question, whether in the form given 
to it by Kant or later by Laplace, again by Herv6 
Faye, or recently by J. Mooser, caimot be absolutely 
maintained in all its details, and never will be capable 
of actual proof. It is no theory, but an hypothesis : it 
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forces into its scheme irreducible elements in order to 
make the whole comprehensible : here and there, as in 
all hypotheses, either facts or calculations are treated 
very cavalierly. Lord Kelvin's calculation that if the 
whole earth had been originally made of solid steel it 
would by the velocity of its rotary motion have under- 
gone almost the same flattening at the poles as exists 
now, and which according to Kant is generally explained 
by the admission of a gaseous condition prior to its 
liquid condition, — is among those things which have given 
rise to serious reflection upon the audacity of trjdng to 
make realities out of possibilities. Recently we have 
had a new hypothesis which is preferred by such eminent 
geologists and physiologists as Geikie, Nordenskjold, 
Ratzel, and others, according to which the heavenly 
bodies have arisen out of the combmation of solid masses 
of dust and stones in cosmic space round special points 
of attraction. It is calculated that on an average about 
four and a half million hundredweight of meteorites fall 
in the course of a thousand years upon the surface of the 
earth out of interplanetary space. In an article in 
Petemumn's MiUeilungen (1901, p. 2175^.), Friedrich 
Ratzel comes to the conclusion that Kant's h3^thesis 
is " not to be looked upon as the only, and in a certain 
sense, inevitable, hypothesis of the formation of the 
earth. Geography has in itself no ground for holding a 
primitive vapour and a consequent condition of fluid 
incandescence of the planet to be more probable than the 
^gr^ation of small heavenly bodies in various stages, 
out of the union of which, accompanied by heat, the 
earth and other heavenly bodies might have been started." 
The consideration of such previously unsuspected possi- 
i)ilities deprives the nebular hypothesis of Kant and 
Laplace of all dogmatic value as truth, and gives it 
more importance than what it really is, namely an 
ingenious result of the human intellect legislating for and 
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dominating the whde notion of the universe with the 
freedom of a creator. That same anal3rtical and construc- 
tive gift of imagination which you saw at work in the 
case of Westminster Bridge, here reaches bcddly up to 
the stars and cries out, " Do but fiunish me with matter, 
and out of it I will build you a world " (H. Vor.). 

This method of percepticm, and omsequently also this 
method of thinking, is as unlike Goethe as possiUe, for he 
would have had no use for abstract matter conceived as 
sf t in moti(m in acc<»:dance with physical laws. 

Here let me impress upon your closest attention what 
fdlows. The results at which we have already arrived 
have taught us that Uttle information is to be gained 
from the general glimpses of the character and intellect 
of a man : unless we follow up our analysis, we only feel 
the burthen of a new fact, without soaring upon the 
wings of a new revelaticm. The contrast between the 
two methods of percq>tion, that of Kant and that of 
Goethe, which has been brought into prominace in the 
consideration of mathematics and schematic observation, 
is joined to an unexpected, ai^)arently paradoxical and 
psychologically very instructive judgment. Kant's 
theoretical methods of thought are clearer than those of 
Goethe. This hypothesis of Kant's as to the mechanical 
origin of the world's structure is much more intelligiUe, 
and, as being the result of actual sight, much easier to 
e3q>lain, than Goethe's doctrine of metamc»rphosis : and 
for this reascm : Kant reduces a concrete observation, the 
world of stars, to a scheme — therdore equally to scmie* 
thing directly perceptible, to something geometrically 
perceptible; Goethe, on the contrary, searches for an 
idea which perception has awakened in his reason, a 
symbol : the idea itself " transcends possible experience," 
and the symbol, while borrowing something from the 
faculty of percepticm yet extends beyond it. The pure 
thinking in his consideration of nature romains within 
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the pale of possible perception, whereas the man who 
possesses the genius of observation attempts to sur- 
mount that pale. If the pure thinker adds perception 
to his thought, then his observation will be incon- 
trovertible, absolutely human, and I might say logical. 
If a man who possesses the genius of observation 
succeeds in attaining theoretical reflection, then he will 
have something to impart which, being beyond the scope 
of logic, can only be expressed by indications, and will 
become indistinct and often full of contradictions. This 
is why Kant's teaching is clearer and easier to grasp 
than that of Goethe. 

This much more is worthy of observation. The 
intellect which thinks mathematically and mechanically, 
that is to say, which takes its stand upon the idea of the 
" lawgiver," faces the incomprehensible universe with 
its tables of the law, and forces its scheme upon it, while 
the priest of the eye preaches blind submission to per- 
ception, that " quite peculiar method of investigation '* 
which Goethe calls "the interrogation of nature. "•• 
Instead of, like Kant, forcing the whole Cosmos \^thin 
the human soul, this interrogation of nature takes man 
out of himself and throws him into the arms of nature. 
Here the road leads to the m}^tic union with nature, to 
the state of the superman, the state in which the strong 
man who possesses a sure foot and an eye that never 
grows giddy can reach the highest pinnacle. " If thou 
darest thus equipped to cUmb the last stage, give me thy 
hand and open thine eyes upon the wide field of nature." 
But it is a state in which those who in their mad audacity 
dare to venture unprepared, not reaching out their hands 
for the support of true genius, but trusting to the vain 
rhetorician or the ms^stical fanatic, must inevitably take 
the fatal plunge into the abs^ss. Where Scheme exists no 
such vital danger lurks. True it may easily turn in- 
significant men into machines ; but what of that ? In the 

I.— H 
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hands of the more gifted it becomes " the pride of the 
human intellect/' as Kant exclaims in a moment of 
characteristic inspiration (R-V. 492). With the confidence 
of indifference it extends or compresses and mutilates 
every Uving form, every phenomenon of natiure, till they 
fit into the Procrustean bed of lawgiving, purely human, 
mathematical observati(m ; it creates vessels and organs 
for the increase of science which may become the common 
pnq)erty of all mankind, even of the less gifted ; and in 
virtue of the great share of arbitrary power ^diich man 
has added to it, it is easily understood, convincing, and 
rich in results. 

I have finished. I refrain from stunming up the results 
at which we have arrived, all the more willingly inasmuch 
as we shall more than once be obliged to return to the 
same subjects in the next lecture. In the person of 
Leonardo da Vinci we shall have another man belonging 
to the world of the eye, whom we may place in contrast 
with Kant. It will, however, be seen that Leonardo 
differs from Goethe no less than Kant does : and so we 
shall arrive at making a distinction between eye and 
eye. We shall be startled to find Goethe as seen from 
Leonardo's point of view approach very near to Kant 
in regard to certain shortcomings of the eye and the 
dominant power of thought, — and to find Leonardo the 
absolute artist, seen from Goethe's point of view, in 
certain important matters much more closely related 
to Kant than to the poet who was so rich in ideas. 
And so Uttle by little the wealth and peculiar character- 
istics of Immanuel Kant will be unveiled before us, and 
by degrees we shall gain the power of penetrating into 
his thoughts. I hope that we have this day laid a good 
foundation for our further labours. We owe it to Kant 
to know no rest until he stands as a living personality 
before our eyes. 
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Our soul is composed of hannony, 
and hannony is never bred save 
in moments when the proportions 
cf objects are seen or heard. 

Leonardo, 
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THAT Seeing is a passive as well as an active 
function is a maxim as old as Aristotle. But 
the difference between passivity and activity 
in different men repeats itself in the degree 
and the more delicate qualities of both. It must be our 
business to bring into relief those personal peculiarities 
of Kant's way of Seeing which differentiate him from 
other Seers. It is with this object in view that we resort 
to comparison. We desire ourselves to observe and See 
the most important of the Seers, in the profound con- 
viction that this will carry us further and to greater 
advantage than if we were to go into abstract theories 
about them, and hedge in their doctrines with finely 
pointed fences of definition. 

From our first comparison, — ^that with Goethe,— we have 
won a significant and lasting advantage. The intellectual 
individuality of Kant revealed itself in striking contrast 
to that of Goethe. In Kant we saw a peculiar quality of 
intuition developed to an absolutely astoimding degree. 
We saw the power of appreciating mentally that which 
has been described : and that which is described is 
something which has been brought to our minds parcel- 
wise, or, to use the technical expression, analytically : 
for it is only by degrees that words can present a Whole, 
whereas the Eye first gives us a Whole, and only by 
degrees separates it into Parts. Moreover, in Kant we 
found an important development of that method of 
perception which is projected from within to without, 
geometrically in accordance with formula, humanly 

lOI 
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'ii>eakii^ crc^Mvfe, — ^namely the mathematical method. 
In Goethe, on the contrary, we found as a characteristic 
the insatiable hunger of the Eye, and in connection 
therewith the impulse to treat even matt»:s of theory as 
something actually seen. In spite of this, inasmuch as 
the Doctrine of Metamorphosis had furnished us with a 
clear demonstration of the relationship between passivity 
and activity in Goethe's manner of Seeing, we recognised 
its harmony with Kant's mental vision and his analytical 
distinction between Experience and Idea. 

To-day I wish to carry this comparison with Goethe 
further, for it still contains a whole store of instruction. 
I hope to convince you that without the help of Kant we 
could hardly succeed in correctly grasping Goethe's 
view of nature, while at the same time no other man 
leads us so directly and patently to Kant, as does Goethe. 
This consideration, then, will give you a twofold advan- 
tage. Still, I wish to associate with these two men a 
third, — ^another great artist. I hit upon my choice 
without any reference to chronology ; — simply with the 
intention of avoiding the ever-present danger of allowing 
our lazy thoughts to crystallise, and of contenting our- 
selves with some idle phrase about the antagonism 
between art and philosophy. Unfortunately no lesser 
man than Schopenhauer has given encouragement to so 
stark a fallacy : he is the most read of all philosophers, 
and in so far justly as he is by a long way the most read- 
able ; pity, that among his many perversities of thought, 
(I can find no other word for them,) there should be the 
asseveration that " Genius and a head for mathematics " 
should be contradictions.^ It is not possible here to 
enter upon a refutation of this detestable asseveration, 
to which, in the very first place, the whole phenomenon 
of Hellenism would have to fall a sacrifice : it would be 
easy and entertaining to carry out such a refutation with 
no other help than that of Schopenhauer's own writings : 
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but one feels almost ashamed to enter the lists against 
this much too clever man when one hears him in an 
important passage cite Alfieri as having been unable to 
master the fourth proposition of EucUd, and again 
bringing forward some unnamed French mathematician 
who, on reading through Racine's iphigenie, shrugged 
his Moulders, and asked, " Qu'est-ce que cda prouve ? "■ 
If those are arguments then one might, with equal force, 
come to the conclusion that because a certain nineteenth- 
century poet at the age of forty, and in spite of Uving in 
the country, did not yet know that tadpoles turn into 
frogs, therefore no Poet is gifted with the power of 
observing nature. The mischief of such phrases, when 
they are presented with the seductive eloquence of a 
Schopenhauer, is that they are scattered far and wide, 
and establish themselves as dogmas, and so it comes to 
pass that to-day we find many men who because, like 
Alfieri, they are incapable of something, pose as men of 
genius, and who, not content with the fact that " the 
pride of the human intellect," as Kant calls mathematics, 
is none of theirs, plume themselves upon their impotence. 
Nay more, these mental waifs who cannot even grasp the 
simple problem of the equilateral triangle, look down 
from the height of their superiority on the most important 
men if only they show any aptitude for mathematics, and 
catalogue them as second-rate goods. But we need not 
dwell upon this, though it is difficult to prevent our 
wrath from blazing up over the impertinence of so 
fundamentally perverted a dogma. It is time for us to 
enter at once upon the heart of our subject.^ 

Schopenhauer's thesis affects genius in general. Some- 
times, however, he propounds it in a narrower and 
therefore more plausible form : in this sense he writes, 
" Experience has proved that men of great genius in art 
have no aptitude for mathematics." That is an im- 
portant limitation, for even in his eyes it is not the 
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artist alone who can lay claim to genius : indeed, he is 
fond of quoting himself as an example, and certainly he 
had no artistic sense. Nevertheless this contention, 
which is to be found in the thirty-sixth paragraph of the 
first volume of his principal work, is so fundamentally 
false, that one asks cm^elf how Schopenhauer could 
have been blind enough to let it stand imaltered from the 
year 1818 to the day of his death. If we only think of 
German artists, the very first that comes to our thoughts 
is the man who was so specially admired even by Goethe, 
the great, the only, I had almost said the holy, Albrecht 
Durer. He is one of those great " men of genius in art " 
of whom one can say that they were the beginning and 
the end and the culminating point, all in one. Of coiurse 
historically they spring from what has gone before, and 
they lead to what is to follow after, but that association 
hangs about their noble forms like a mantle. Like the 
goddess from the sea-foam, the individual rises out of 
the mass, something new, something incomparable, that 
never was before, and never can be again. At the sight 
of such men we are struck by Schopenhauer's fine sa3ang, 
" A^ is eveqrwhere triumphant." Perfection it is that 
blazes out upon us out of all the feverish strug^es of 
these artists, — ^Peace that smiles upon us, full of trust, and 
resting from the hurry of the eternal strife for something 
higher. And where labour and thought and prayer have 
wrought together as tireless journeymen, there at last 
reigns Harmony, divinely restful, incapaUe of failure. 
Among these giants is Dfirer — and mark this. Not only 
had he an aptitude for mathematics, but that aptitude 
was something quite out of the conmion. Durer is the 
author of the first textbook of applied geometry in the 
German language ! Besides that, he devoted a whole 
work to the hopdessly dry, and only mathematically 
interesting, subject of Fortification ; and his lectures on 
the proportion of the himian figure are a Uttle miracle 
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of intricate geometrical descriptions. In his partiality 
for mathemjatics, in his sure eye for the study, and the 
weight that he layd upon it for the educational equipment 
of the artist — as he writes, "mensuration is the right 
foundation of all painting " ^ — ^we have the special 
characteristic of this great artist. This one example is 
enough to prove that Schopenhauer's contention that 
the great artist has no aptitude for mathematics is an 
untenable generalisation from single instances. Further, 
you will easily understand that I must have it at heart 
to refute the insinuation that Kant belonged to the class 
of inferior minds lacking genius, because he had a talent 
for mathematics : far rather do we see that the possession 
of that talent gives us no right to infer a lack of artistic 
feeling. 

Now, at last, I call up the man whose radiant name 
I should be loath to cloud with polemics — ^Leonardo da 
Vinci. No greater painter ever lived ; and this great 
painter was like Durer, and even more than Diirer, a 
pre-eminent mathematician and mechanician. At the 
same time— as we scse every day more clearly — a man of 
an all-embracing intellect, a Seer who penetrated all 
that his eye saw, a Discoverer so inexhaustible that the 
world has perhaps never seen his Uke, a deep, bold 
Thinker. /^t us compare his method of Seeing with the 
methods of Goethe and Kant : that, I hope, will save us 
from all future danger of the crj^tallisations of the 
phrase-mongers. 

Like Goethe, this man is all Eye. He calls the Eye the 
window of the soul, finestra delT anima,^ whose precious 
qualities he is never weary of praising; the Eye is 
signare de' sensi, " Lord of the senses,"* the Eye is the 
Source of all Knowledge. Those who rely solely on the 
study of learned writings, instead of becoming acquainted 
with the works of Nature by means of their own Eyes, 
are only grandchildren not Sons of Nature, that one 
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teacher of all teachers. All Arts, all Sciences, all Thought, 
are according to Leonardo " daughters of the Eye/' and 

* so it is that the painter is niptOe d Dio, " the grandson 
of God." The Eye of this remarkable man is neverthe- 
less, like Goethe's, far from being an exclusively artistic 
organ, — ^it has also the power of penetratiqg the universe. 
A brilliant light radiates from his Eye — ^f or it is the special 
characteristic of the Eye of such men that it not only 
takes up light as others do, but also sends out rays of 

V Ught illuminating the darkness, glowing through the 
impenetrable until it becomes transparent. A ray of 
Ught radiates, I say, from Leonardo's Eye so briUiantly, 
that even the most prosaic historians must admit that in 
him the intuitive power of divination of this organ verges 
upon the fabulous. Leonardo anticipated our whole 

/ modem natural science, — ^that is to say so far as this was 
possible, relying upon the Eye alone and without the help of 
the higher mathematics, — ^which were not then known, — 
of the new instruments, and of the mass of observations 
which had to be mastered by whole generations. For 
example, this man who died in 1519, who had been 
brought up in the strict belief of the Church in a flat 
earth laid between Heaven and Hell, knew the principles 
of the Cosmic system as Copernicus developed them 
thirty years later. How he gained this knowledge, and 
in what coimection it came to him, we know not. For 
his observations, up to the present time far from being 
all deciphered and published, are for the most part 
aphoristic, often forming an unsolvable tangle of the most 
various thoughts, jotted down in the midst of, or under, 
or across his sketches, or on the backs of his sheets of 
drawings — ^thoughts often occurring to him in the midst 
of his painting, which he evidently seizes in a hurry, in 
order to use them elsewhere. Sometimes he writes ex- 
pressly, " This is how I must deal with the matter in 
my work," or something of the same sort : or they are 
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dear and neat preparations for books which he seems 
never to have written, and it is only from the outline 
that we can make a guess at the direction of his thought. 
So in Leonardo's writings we find no astronomical 
system. Yet on one sheet, under a number of mathe- 
matical calculations, we find written in unusually large 
letters, il sole mm si nrncve, " the sun does not move." 

^ Not another word. Here we have clearly a sudden 
inspiration. But Leonardo is no visionary: his was 
throughout a positive intellect, never ^eary of seeking 
the certezza delle scientie by the strictly empirical 
and mathematical road. SperienHa i commune madre 
di tutte le sciefUie e arti. "Experience is the conunon 
mother of all the arts and sciences," — and nissuna 
humana invesiigoHone si po dimandare vera scientia, 
s'essa nan passu per le matematiche dimostroHoni, '* no 
human investigation can lay claim to being true science, 
unless it can stand the test of mathematical demonstra- 

Y tion." Experiment, therefore, and calculation must be 
brought into court as tests of the correctness of any 
assumed fact. In the same way on other sheets we find 
a succession of investigations and deductions all circling 
round this central idea of a stationary sun and an earth 
which is in motion. Take, for instance, the important 
recognition come la terra non d nd mezzo del cerchio del 
sole, ne nel mezzo del mondo,'' " that the earth is not in 
the centre of the sun's orbit, nor in the centre of the 
universe." In this connection we over and over again 
find the remark that the sun is greater than the earth, 
together with the assertion that there are many stars 
that are many times bigger than the star which is the 
earth. Molte steUe vi sono che son moltissime volte maggiou 
che la Stella che i la terra} The recognition of the fact 
that the dark earth reflects light leads him to the further 
assumption that the light of the planets is also reflected 
light, and that our earth seen from the moon would have 
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exactly the same appearance as that which the moon 
gives us.* From this recognition there was but one step 
to the afiKrmation that the earth must be nearly spherical 
in shape and revolve round its axis. Certainly, so far as 
I know, we possess no written proof that Leonardo in 
any of his abrupt sentences ever gave expression to the 
further fundamental thought of the heUocentric system ; 
but a great portion of his work is as yet unpublished, 
and this idea of motion follows so necessarily from the 
tenets which I have cited, that we are compelled to accept 
the belief that it was known to him. If now we turn our 
attention from the movements of the constellations to 
the hidden inner movements of the body, we find that 
Leonardo with the help of a like magical power of vision 
suspected, and even had a dear idea of, the circulation of 
the blood. This has been denied on the ground that in 
one passage Leonardo compared the movements of the 
blood with the ebb and flow of the tide. But the objection 
breaks down, because the notes which we possess of 
Leonardo's thoughts date from the most various periods 
of his life, and nothing can blot out the words which we 
have in his own hand, in black and white, concerning 
U conUnuo corso che fa U sangue per It sue vene, " the 
continuous cotuse of the blood racing through its veins," 
and over and above this that the blood which flows back 
to the heart, il sangue che toma indirieto, differs from 
that which, when the blood is driven out, closes the valves 
of the heart, che riserra le parte del core.^^ These words 
suffice to prove a deep insight into the mechanism of the 
circulation, which at that time was unsuspected and not 
discovered until a century later: for Leonardo knows 
that the blood " nms an uninterrupted course through 
the veins,'' he knows that it proceeds from the heart, and 
finds its way back to the heart, and he makes a distinction 
between the venous blood and the arterial blood. And 
here we must bear in mind that the most important 
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works of Leonardo in this connection, as in others, are up 
to the present unpublished. They lie idle in the dust of 
libraries. 

I have chosen these two examples, the astronomical 
and the phj^ological, out of the great mass of material. 
Leonardo seems to have interested himself in every 
branch of science, and everywhere, through the mere 
penetrating power of his sight, coupled with the sagacity 
of his judgment, he appears to have forestalled science — 
often by centuries. Think only of his right appreciation 
of the significance of petrifactions and of the geological 
strata at a time when people used to explain the one as 
the playful products of a t^ piastica, while for the other 
at best the Deluge was made responsible ! But to my 
regret I can give no more time to this captivating subject. 
If you want more particulars I must refer you to the 
books upon Leonardo.^^ I must be content if, by 
quoting typical instances, I have made you familiar with 
the wonderful quality and astounding penetration of this 
power of perception. Words are insufficient, what we 
need is facts — ^and these facts patent to every man, even 
to the unlearned, point to an intellect whose kinship with 
that of Goethe is at once striking : the same ever-open 
Eye, never satiated, the Eye of the warder Lynceus (as 
I called it in my first lecture), surveying the whole world, 
and uninterruptedly entertaining the monarch imprisoned 
in the Tower with new pictures : at the same time it is 
an Eye which creates. Yet we are struck by two im- 
portant differences. Leonardo sees more exactly than 
^ Goethe, his Eye is sharper, and he can do what Goethe 
never could : he can reproduce what he has seen so that 
it becomes something seen by others : he is a painter, 
and for that reason still further removed from Kant than 
Goethe. But just as the outer sense is more refined in Leo* 
nardo than in Goethe, so it is too in the case of that inner 
schematic power of perception, which Goethe hardly 
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possased,bat which in Kant was conspcuonslydevelopecL 
In this respect the relationship is reversed : Leonardo is 
^nearer to Kant than Goethe was ; in mechanics, indeed, 
yhe is as richly gifted with genius as he is in Art. Take 
up the six beautiful vdumes into which Ravaisson- 
MoUien has divided all Leonardo's manuscripts in the 
Biblioth^ue de I'lnstitut, in facsimile and deciphered, 

Y and you will see that nine-tenths of these notes refer to 

^ mathematics and mechanics. Leonardo never ceased to 
calculate. His mind was busy with the squaring of the 
circle, and with groping attempts at infinitesimal calcula- 
tion ; from the flight of birds to the observation of a 
waterfall, in every direction the interest in mathematics 
^and mechanics forces itself upon him side by side with 
that of the painter. In one place he speaks of mechanics 

>i as " a Paradise," and says of it, " the science of machinery 
or mechanics is the noblest of all the sciences " — La 
sdentia StrumefUaU over machinale i nobilissima. On the 

^ sheet which contains perhaps the very first ^etch for 
the Last Supper, we find immediately under the subject a 

3(> geometrical problem drawn and solved in ciphers, and 
another sheet which contains studies for the Apostles and 
a pathetic sketch for the Christ, shows under these figures 
a plan for a piece of machinery with explanatory notes. 
So if Leonardo and Goethe are two men in whom, in 
contradistinction to Kant, the Eye is the oigan of life, 
still two very difier^it intellects must be looking out 
from this fenestra dell' anima, two very different modes of 
activity, to quote Aristotle, and therefore at the same 
y time two very different systems of philosophy. Starting 
from the outward and visible signs we shall reach the 
very core of the question if we pay attention to one 
thing, — ^that Goethe wished to paint and could not, 
whilst Leonardo presents such a culminating point of 
pictorial genius, that few can reach his level, none sur- 
pass him. 
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Goethe's lack of capability in the plastic arts would be 
less striking if we did not see him from childhood so 
passionately striving to attain mastery in this very 
direction. We know that as a student in Leipzig he 
painted more than he read. It was Oeser's studio, not 
the lecture-rooms of the juristic Faculty, that he haunted. 
And with what touching industry did he carry on this 
struggle for the impossible ! 

Doch unvenndgend Streben, Nacbgelalle, 
Bracht* oft den Stilt, den Pinsel brachf s zu Falle ; 
Auf neues Wagnis endlich blieb doch nur 
Vom besten WoUen halb und halbe Spur. 

In the end Goethe himself was bound to confess, " I was 
lacking in the true plastic power," and he adds the 
precious words of irony against himself, " my attempts 
at representing nature were more like distant si^picions 
of given forms, and my figures resembled the light 
vaporous beings in Dante's Purgatorio, shadowless them- 
selves, and terror-stricken at the shadows of real bodies." 
What this defect meant Goethe accurately realised ; for 
in a conversation with Eckermann he quotes with praise 
words of our Leonardo, — " If your son lacks the sense to 
make what he draws stand out in relief by powerful 
shadowing, so that one might grasp it in one's hand, 
^then he has no talent." And do you know why Goethe 
>:had no talent for drawing ? Why his copies were mere 
V distant suspicions of given forms " ? Because he was 
X deficient in the sense of Geometry. Because we men are 
so built that we are incapable of accurately grasping any 
form which nature presents to us, unless, consciously or 
unconsciously, we have held before it by way of com- 
parison the complex network of possible forms which is 
innate in us, and have in this way assimilated that which 
is outside all rule, incalculable, and which has never 
existed, by contrasting it with that which is regular, 
calculated and for ever unalterable. This happens 
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without our thinkmg of it during every second of our 
life: we are incessantly schematising. Later on you 
will learn from Kant to what degree our whole intellectual 
being is under the domination of Scheme. " This 
schematising of our understanding, when we are face to 
face with phenomena/' he writes. " is an art hidden in 
the depths of the human soul." For the images which 
we receive from without, that is to say the complex of 
the impressions of our senses, cannot be grasped directly, 
but our intellect — ^the " activity " of Aristotle — ^must 
first, as Kant says in a happy figure of speedi, have 
impressed its monogram upon them. " It is only by 
means of the Scheme that images and conception can be 
brought into union." You see that from without to 
within there is an intermediary action similar to that 
which takes place from within to without. Our ideas, as 
you will remember from the metamorphosis, were only 
able to reach the Eye by borrowing a s}mibol, e.g. the 
leaf, from the world of the senses : but this world of the 
senses — so runs the new creed — can penetrate the think- 
ing consciousness in no other way than by the inter* 
mediary of schemes of the understanding; and these 
schemes coincide with the perceptions with no more 
exactitude than the symbols coincided with the ideas. 
It is not my intention at this moment to weary you with 
metaphjrsical disquisitions ; on the contrary, I wanted 
only to call your attention to the fact that the plastic 
artist shows us this secret domination of the " hidden 
art " of schematisation in bright daylight, and so smooths 
the way for the understanding of one of the most difficult 
passages of Kant's Critique of the Doctrine of Perception. 
For the great painter, consciously and in the sight of all 
men, puts into concrete form that which in others exists 
in the unconscious " depths of the soul." 

That is why Dtirer wrote those words which perhaps 
may have struck you as strange a Uttle while ago — " The 
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art of mensuration is the true foundation of all painting/' 
and the same order of thought gives rise to what he writes 
on the next page : " The outer (practical) work must be 
the indication of the inner understanddng." And in 
order that you may realise how powerfully the geometrical 
and schematic principle is developed in so pre-eminent a' 
modeller, and how busily it is at work, I would beg you 
to take up another work of Diirer's, " the four Books of 
human proportion/' — ^not in a modem abbreviated 
edition, but in the original small foUo of 1528, with all 
the charts and tables, as they left the master's hands. 
You will be astounded at the world of numbers and 
geometrical figures in which Durer Uved ; they are 
enough to make you giddy. Indeed, every compUcation 
can be solved by figures, yielding of its own accord 
without any involving of the imagination : but one can 
hardly grasp how any man should have been able to 
carry in his head, as something visible, such complicated 
geometrical figures, as Durer was obviously able to do. 
In the two first books the many charts of figures and the 
painful precision of the measurements will strike you as 
imposing. But now look at the third book I Here Dfirer 
teaches us how we may at will change the fixed propor- 
tions ; for instance, he takes a woman of average propor- 
tions that he has already shown us, and makes her first 
long and thin, then short and monstrously fat ; or else 
he changes one part of the body, leaving the other parts 
as they were, etc., and all this he does without ever 
departing from the established foundations of geometrical 
schemes, and with the help of instruments which he calls 
" the perverter," " the falsifier," etc. The fourth book 
is almost more interesting: it shows "how you may 
distort the previously described images," and yet it is no 
simple doctrine of perspective in our sense of the word, 
but rather what mathematicians call the geometry of 
position, bound up with that of projection. You need 

L—l 
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only look at the figures on page Y4, Z» and those that 
follow, in order to arrive at the understanding of what 
Durer expects of the art-disciple. 

Leonardo's brain was organised in like fashion. To be 
sure he was not so self-tormenting — ^for instance, look at 
his doctrine of perspective, how bright it seems by the 
side of Diirer's, — ^yet always and everywhere he paid 
respect to the mathematical relations, always bringing 
calculation into play, always displaying the geometrical 
Scheme between the Eye and the Object. One hundred 




and fifty years ago, Charles Bonnet, the Genevan botanist, 
introduced the so-called doctrine of Phyllotaxy, that is 
to say, the exact observation of the relative position of 
the leaves on the stalk. 

To the most widely spread form of this relative position 
he gave the name of Quincunx : in this the sixth leaf 
after the stalk has been twice encircled invariably stands 
immediately above the first ; accordingly every cycle of 
leaves consists of five leaves. This discovery was the 
result of years of study by an experienced professed 
botanist. But two hundred and fifty years earlier 
Leonardo's artist-eye had observed the Quincunx, and 
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had drawn it with the most painful care, and that too 
in his Book on Painting.^^ You see with what mathe- X 
matical predsicm the painter observed I and not only with 
precision, but also with schematisation, for as a matter 
of fact this f position is only approximatively existent.^ 
But in order that you may also see the geometrician at 
work, I have copied here a little sketch out of Ravaisson- 
MoUien — (M.S. M. f. 78 overleaf). To this Leonardo has 
added the note " all twigs possess lines which work 
towards the central point of the tree." In order to under- 
stand him you must naturally only 
take into consideration the youngest 
twigs, and you must realise how 
this so-called central point year 
by year moves upwards, quickly at 
first, then slowly. Even so there is 
great boldness in such a schematisa- 
tion. On other pages you will see 
how Leonardo was at pains to apply 
to the human head a similar law 
of relationship to the line of circum- 
ference. His comparative studies 
of various human heads, including 
monstrous deformities, are so well known that I need 
do no more than allude to them.* 

This cursory outline may suffice to show you what 
special qualities must be at work in a man who is capable 
of reproducing that which he has seen. Where these 
qualities are lacking there can be no painter, because 
there is no organ for the correct assimilation of form, and 
every attempt yields nothing but " distant suspicions." 
Of such men who are willing but incapable, Leonardo "^ 
says, MuUi sono gli uomini chi anno desiderio e amore al 
disegno ma non disposizione — "many are the men who ^ 

* Leonardo drew a circle, by the help of which he fixed erery point of the 
homan head in a Scheme — nose, chin, ears, eyes* etc. 
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have the wish to draw and who take delight in it. but 
who have not the capability" — ^the disposixUme lies in the 
aptitude for schematising. Naturally the geometrical 
quality by itself is not enough: yet it must not be 
><;wanting. The man who keeps the scheme steadily 
before his Eye,, notes every deviation in the form, whereas 
on the other hand a Goethe, as we have seen, was rather 
inclined to underestimate points of difference, and in 
everything to see the points of union. ** I was bom in 
the school of identity," is his confessicm, but that is no 
school of painting. On the other hand, it is certainly 
interesting to discover that the thinker with closed eyes, 
whose stupendous schematic power of representation 
thought out the theory of the Heavens, showed in this 
respect a true intellectual relationship with a Diirer and 
a Leonardo. However much the science of mathematics 
may on one side root itself in logic, and signify in many 
of its adepts a purely abstract logical exercise of the 
intellect, — still the living water that gives nourishment 
to the tree is the power of the Eye, and so it may happen 
that a Kant may in certain respects stand in closer 
relationship to Leonardo than Goethe. In order to keep 
up the association of ideas in what I have to say, I shall 
return to this subject later, but I shall beg you once for 
all not to forget that the power of schematisation is a 
true formative power. 

In the meantime we must still linger awhile over the 
comparison between Leonardo and Goethe. I wish to 
show you how far-reaching is the difference that we have 
here observed in the Eye at work. For this purpose 
Leonardo's judgments on the essence of Art will be of 
service to us. According to him the senses are the true 
agents in real art, and the man who, like the poet, excites 
the conceptions of the senses by descriptions alone, 
makes use of a subordinate and indirect species of Art. 
Leonardo exclaims proudly, se 7 pittor& vol vedere beUezxe 
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che lo inamorino egli Wi signare di generarle. That the 
poet is equally master of producing beauty that shall 
be capable of exciting his love, that Leonardo denies. 
For il senso piu nobile is the Eye, and next to this noblest 
sense follows the Ear, la musica si deve chiamare sorella 
minore delta piUura, whereas the artist in words is only 
indirectly and not really an artist, because he can only 
produce forms by roundabout ways, and by steering 
clear of the impressions of the senses : e per quesio il 
poeta testa, inquatito aUa figurazione delle cose corporee, 
mctto indiehro al pittore, e delle cose invisibili ritnane 
indietro al musico, *' the Poet in the representation of 
bodily things remains far behind the painter, and in that 
of invisible things, behind the musician/' But the 
strongest objection that Leonardo has to make against 
the poet, is che non ha potesta in un medesimo tempo di 
dire diverse cose, " that he has not the power of sasdng 
several things at one and the same time " ; but it must 
be the aim of Art to waken that Harmony of many tones 
which lies slumbering in the human soul, and that must 
take place with lightning rapidity, like an inspiration of 
the Deity : for artnonia non s'ingenera se non in istanti, 
nei quali le proportionalitd degli ojetti si fan vedere o'udire. 
*' Harmony cannot be bred otherwise than in instants in 
which the relative proportions of things are seen or heard." 
Here, obviously, it is the plastic artist who is master, for 
he alone reveals his whole work in one single moment, 
and that is why Leonardo speaks of his art as a Divinity, 
una Deiid. But the musician too gives in every moment 
a multiform perfect Harmony, while on the contrary the 
word-poet is forced to build up bit by bit, Vuna parte 
nasce doll' aUra successivamente, e non nasce la succedente, 
se VanUcendente non muore, " one part is bom from the 
other in succession, and the following part is not bom 
unless the previous part is dead." It is not my intention 
here to discuss the aesthetic doctrines of Leonardo : I 
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have only felt compelled to show you with what a 
passionate bias tins clear-sighted man paid respect to 
the Eye, and, beside the Eye, to the direct impressions 
of the senses in general as opposed to all mere reflection. 
The point of contact with Richard Wagner is clear, and 
in any other connection would give occasion to useful 
considerations. 

Here, however, we have one immediate and special 
interest — ^Leonardo, the man whose Eye at once re- 
minded us of Goethe's Eye, is not only the antipodes of 
Goethe in respect to the scientific observation of Nature, 
but he comes very near to refusing altogether to recognise 
as true art that very art in which Goethe rendered im- 
mortal services. From the point of view whidi we are 
for the moment adopting, Goethe and Leonardo stand 
so far apart that we should hardly bring them into 
rdationship, were it not for Kant who holds out the hand 
to both. For as a matter of fact, Kant, wh(xn a while 
ago we found to be of so near kin to Leonardo that the 
two viewed from the distant Goethe appeared like brothers, 
now, seen from point of view of Leonardo's aesthetics, 
seems to move close up to Goethe. In this method of 
constructing " parcel-wise " — una parte nasce doll' aUra — 
we were able to discover a characteristic of Kant's method 
of perception ; now it is Leonardo who shows us, that it 
is equally characteristic of every professor of the art of 
thinking, even of the Poet — and instinctively these 
words, una parte nasce daW altra, call to our recollection 
Goethe's Doctrine of Metamorphosis. Of course Goethe 
examines nattire with an Eye differing from that of 
Kant, yet he too is forced to construct, and in order to 
put the phenomena of nature perspicuously into form 
and to embody them in his memory, he cannot help 
allowing one part to arise from another. That is the 
exact purport of Metamorphosis. Practically there is, 
then, in Goethe's intellectual personality, exactly as in 
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Kant's, a preponderant quality that we might well 
indicate with Kant as " understanding " in contra- 
distinction to " Sense/' or perhaps still better as Reason 
(in the Kantian sense of "the whole higher power of 
recognition,") in contradistinction to the power of obser- 
vation. In both these men, Goethe and Kant, — ^however 
various may have been the sources at which they drew 
their impressions, — ^the insistence upon the idea of 
dallying with theory forms a common feature. However 
different from the path trodden by Kant may be that 
by which Goethe reached his Ideas, — ^he is only quite at 
home, only quite the master, quite the creator, in that 
domain which Kant calls the Higher Power as opposed 
to a Lower Power ; while Leonardo looks upon this so- 
called Lower Power as the Higher Power, and takes no 
account of any knowledge that has not, " bom of the 
experience of the senses, made its way through mathe- 
matical exposition, and found its final conclusion in 
experiment." That is why he exhorts us to put no faith 
in authors who have wished by the force of imagination 
alone to make themselves interpreters between nature 
and man : non vi fidale degli autori che anno solo coUa 
imaginatione voluto farsi interprete fra la natura all* 
uomo, and warns us not to give ourselves up to those 
things of which the human mind is incapable and which 
cannot be demonstrated by any natmral example : 
Quelle cose di che la mente umana non e capace e non si 
possono ditnostrare per nessuno esempio naturale. As you 
see, Leonardo will only accept in relation to Nature the 
most strict empiricism knitting together efiect and cause, 
whereas formation by Ideas as practised by Goethe, 
and defended by Kant, seemed to him to be idle imagina- 
tion, or as he also called it bugiarda scientia, a science of 
lies. 

Here then we discover how far-reaching is the difference 
between Goethe and Leonardo ; for it is not merely con- 
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cemed with art al(nie, but extends to the whole method of 
contemplating nature. In the previous lecture we saw 
that Goethe was working with ideas when he beheved 
himself to be in possession of experiences : that at once 
gives you an example of the dominant power of Reason 
—of the Higher Power of Recogniticm in contradistinction 
to empirical contemplation. For, as we saw in our 
investigation of the doctrine of metamorphosis, Ideas are 
certainly something seen, but not empirically seen ; in 
other words, they are not given to us by mere experience. 
It is true that they are rooted in Impressions of the 
senses, though that is only the field which gives them 
nourishment : the air which surrounds them is that of 
Reason, and the daylight in which we see them, radiates 
from within out of di focus imaginarius. 

There is a saying of Kant's which will render us good 
service at this moment : for it describes exactly what it 
is that divides Goethe and Leonardo, and at the same 
time affords us a deep insight into Kant's own method of 
seeing ; by abstract study we might perhaps have failed 
altogether in understanding his view ; but in the light 
and shade of Leonardo's and Goethe's methods, his view 
stands out in plastic form. Kant is speakmg of the 
essential nature of the Poet. After having, in diametrical 
opposition to Leonardo, assigned the highest of all 
artistic rank to the art of Poetry, he gives the poet the 
credit of encouraging " a free, personal and independ^it 
Power, untrammelled and unhampered, of observing and 
judging Nature as phenomenon, according to views which 
She herself affords neither to the senses nor to the under- 
standing, and therefore to make use of her in the interests, 
and for the Schematisation of that which is transcen- 
dental " (i.e. beyond the senses). The poet, then, teaches 
us to look upon Nature from points of view which direct 
experience does not offer us, and opens up in us a power 
to make use of what is clear to our Senses for the benefit 
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of the schematisation of that which transcends them. 
This definition of the poet gives us an exact idea of 
Goethe's position in regard to Nature. In his method of 
observation there is a continual exchange between that 
with which the senses furnish us and that in which the 
experience of the senses only acts as a spring-board. 
Goethe is a good, trusty and, where necessary, a sober 
observer of Nature ; in spite of which it is in the noblest 
sense of the word a poetical longing — I must add a yearn- 
ing and a formative power — ^which impels him to obser- 
vation : he wishes to put in practice that " free, personal 
and independent power," and unconsciously he flies far 
beyond the boundaries of empirical experience. His 
OfpfUsche UrworU with its last line : 

Ein FlUgehchlag ! Und kinter utts jEonen f 

" One stroke of the wings ! And behind us aeons I " 
appeared first in the Morphologic of which the masterly 
Athroistnos belongs to the osteology, and here in the 
midst of illustrations of bones and comparative tables he 
cries out : 

Nimm vom Munde der Muse^ 
Doss du schauest^ tdcht schwdrmsiy die lUbliche voile Gewissheit, 

" Take from the mouth of the muse the sweet full cer- 
tainty that thou art seeing and under no delusion." So 
it is the Muse that is to be ovx guardian goddess in the 
domain of the investigation of nature. Goethe, indeed, 
in certain moments is fully conscious of his own method 
of procedure ; for in his legacy of notes upon natural 
science we find the following most noteworthy passage : 
" Phantasy is far nearer to nature than the senses : the 
latter are in nature, the former hovers over her. Phantasy 
can hold its own with nature, the senses are mastered by 
her." There you see at work the free, personal power, of 
which Kant spoke ; at the same time you see the exact 
opposite of Leonardo's convictions and principles. For 
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according to Leonardo all forms of knowledge are vain 
and full of errors, — vane e piene di errori, — unless they be 
created from the experience of the senses and tested by 
scientific experiment. Leonardo is such a strict empiric, 
that he goes so far as to warn the artist that he must 
know no other aim than to gareggiare coUa natura, — liter- 
ally " to compete with nature." How differently the Eyes 
of Goethe and Leonardo work we see not only in the 
Doctrines to which their method of Seeing gives occasion, 
but also in the success of their activity. Not only can 
Leonardo say of himself, " in painting I can stand com- 
parison with any other man, be he who he may,''*' 
while Goethe, after toiling for years, is obliged to confess 
the contrary, but Leonardo's contributions to science 
are throughout of a different nature from those of Goethe. 
I am far from underrating Goethe's doctrine of meta- 
morphosis, — ^his doctrine of colour, — ^his other scientific 
thoughts ; rather am I deeply convinced that his whole 
method of observing Nature possesses for the cultture of 
the human intellect a significance of which we are only 
just begixming to be aware. In many respects Goethe is 
even now hardly bom. But this significance is one of 
culture and not of true science in the strict sense of the 
word. Goethe will teach us " to cast a free Eye upon the 
wide field of nature" — ^a free Eye, that is to say the 
Eye of the conscious himian creator, who no longer 
stands in dull obedience at the command of idle Matter, 
but who is able " to hold his own with Nature " : and 
that means at the same time the eye of the man who is 
no longer dazzled by his own compelling hallucinations, 
but who, thanks to Kant's efforts, has won together with 
his own freedom, the freedom of Nature. All this, — to 
which I propose to return to-day, so soon as our observa- 
tions shall have ripened sufficiently, — ^we can perceive, 
and yet must admit that it was Goethe's part to excite 
and spur on exact natural science rather than really to 
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further it himself : while Leonardo, on the contrary, who 
saw as a schematiser, and thought as a mechanician, was 
such a master of the art of gaining knowledge, that in 
his guesses he anticipated the triumphant course of our 
natural history. As Kant proclaimed to us, " experience 
alone is the fountain of truth in the observation of 
Nature." Leonardo knew that full well: gareggiare 
cotta natura, " to compete with nature " — ^that was his 
maxim not only in art, but also in science ; it was his 
delight and the cause of his success. That the earth 
revolves is no symbolical idea, like Goethe's doctrine of 
metamorphosis, but a concrete theory ; that the blood 
is chased from the heart through the veins, is not, like 
the discovery of the intennaxillaiy bone, an inference 
from an a prion admission, but a fact discovered by pains- 
taking autopsy and observation. In respect of pure 
natural science, I think we may say that Leonardo sur- 
passed Goethe almost as much as he did in painting. He 
knows the only true method : one sees that in him at 
once : and that says everything. Observation, experi- 
ment, mathematical calculation, — ^these are the three 
principles which he again and again impresses as the 
foundation of all knowledge. If beyond this we remember 
that he devoted a passionate interest to the technics of 
instruments (he built himself a sort of telescope for the 
observation of the moon a century before Galilei), we 
must admit that he possessed all the qualities which go 
to make the bom investigator of Nature. 

By working up with more and more sharpness the 
contrast between Leonardo and Goethe, we have now 
reached the critical point, that is to say the point where 
we shall be rewarded if we sink a deep shaft, confident of 
coming upon a vein of the precious metal of discernment. 
Whoso thoroughly understands the difference between the 
value for science set upon mathematics by Leonardo and 
that set by Goethe, has gained much, not only in the 
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estimate of the two great intellects, but for his own 
thought-life in general. At the same time this point is 
one of those which are of primary importance for the 
understanding of the intellect of Kant. For if a Uttle 
while ago we saw Kant near — ^very near to Goethe — we 
see him quickly move back to Leonardo as soon as stress 
is laid not upon Art and Idea, but upon Science and 
Mathematics. Here it is not only the analogy of qualities 
between Leonardo and Kant which is dominant, — as it 
was just now in the case of the observation of schematis- 
ing, — ^but a true close kinship in the whole manner of 
looking upon the imiverse. There, at a great distance, 
Goethe stands aloof. 

I have already spoken of Leonardo's love for mathe- 
matics ; but I must still claim your patience for a few 
moments. Non mi legga chi non i matematico, " let no 
man read me who is not a mathematician " ! Such 
forcible language as this should be enough I but we have 
still got to learn that in Leonardo this is no question of a 
mere predilection, nor even of an instrument indispensable 
to the practical artist, but the insight of a philosopher 
into the essence of the human intellect. " The man who 
undervalues mathematics nourishes himself upon con- 
fusion," says Leonardo, chi biasima la somma certezza 
delta matefnatica, si pasce di confusione e tnai pond 
silentio alle contraditioni delle soffistiche scientie, colle 
quali s'inpara uno etemo gridore. " For truth and the 
power of knowledge are contained in the mathematical 
sciences." That is a very important saying, " the power 
of knowledge." Goethe would not have subscribed to it : 
Kant would have done so with both hands. And because 
practical knowledge is joined to the mathematical way 
of thinking, therefore Leonardo lays down the dogma 
that " no human investigation can lay claim to be con- 
sidered ad true science unless it will stand the test of 
mathematical demonstration." For the criterion of 
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true science — vera sdeniia — ^is incontrovertible certainty, 
and knowledge in the sense of certainty is only afforded 
by mathematics. The consequence of this is that nessuna 
cerUzza e, dove turn si puo appUcare una delle scieniie 
matematicke over che non sono unite con esse mate- 
matiche, — ^therefore no investigation can lay the founda- 
tion of true science, unless it can and does follow the path 
of mathematical exposition, that is Leonardo's impreg- 
nable conviction. It is with the clear recognition of the 
relationship between mathematics and knowledge that 
this miracle of a man forestalled Kant, in the same way' 
that in his discoveries he anticipated Copernicus and 
Harvey. In one of his ripest works. Die Aufangsgrilnde 
der Naturmssenschafi, Kant writes in the same way, " I 
maintain that in every special nature-doctrine there will 
be found only so much exact science as it contains of 
mathematics." Certainly Kant, the thinker, analysed 
more exactly than Leonardo. The whole tenour of 
Kant's general philosophy teaches us to distinguish 
between " exact " and " inexact " science ; he has 
shown us that a science which rests upon empirical 
observation alone, is only worthy of the name and 
dignity of a " science,'' so far as it does not deviate from 
experience, ordering its discovered facts systematically, 
and dissecting them in accordance with the relationship 
between cause and effect ; but that such science should 
preferably be called systematic art (giving as an example 
the chemistry of his time), because the apodictic certainty 
of any true knowledge needs something more than 
empirical experience. This Something, which Kant 
calls the " Pure Part," is exactly that inner, human code 
of laws, which, in so far as it touches intuitive vision, 
is called mathematics. Nothing, with the single excep- 
tion of mathematics, gives apodictic certainty, and 
apodictic certainty alone can be called knowledge in 
the strict sense of the word. Therefore, the more 
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we have of mathematics, the more we have of exact 
Science. 

You see what a true and deep-reaching kinship exists 
between the methods of observation of these two men, 
who at first sight seemed so diametrically opposed to one 
another. Kant, absolutely devoid of all artistic gifts, 
has yet the power of recognising the fundamental signifi- 
cance of form and measurement in the building up of 
human knowledge ; and in many of his works, and more 
especially in Die Metaphysichen Anfa$tgsgrunde der 
Naturwissenschafi, proves himself to be a genius of the 
first quality in the despotic domain of this schematic 
manner of Seeing ; Leonardo, the artist, the painter of 
the Last Supper and the Mona Lisa, is none the less 
devoted to mathematics and mechanics ; he compares 
the influence upon the intellect of their incontrovertible 
certainty, with that of light upon the Eye, and with the 
exaggeration of the hot-blooded artistic temperament, 
he utters the opinion that here alone lies the certainty of 
knowledge. 

We have to deal here with a true harmony between the 
dispositions of the two men. And as a matter of fact this 
harmony reveals itself exactly where Goethe misses fire 
— ^for we may legitimately here speak of a miss-fire as 
well in art as in philosof^y. So far as art is concerned 
we may well overlook the position, inasmuch as Goethe 
himself bitterly felt his own failure. But in the matter 
of philosophy he was not so clearly conscious, and that 
is what has led us and him to ^ condition in which the 
pascersi di canfusione has gained great force. That Goethe 
despised mathematics is of course the foolish twaddle of 
the titmice that chirp on every twig of life ; a single 
sentence of his suffices to refute it : " no one can set a 
higher value on mathematics than I do, for mathematics 
afiord precisely that which it has been denied to me to 
accomplish."^^ So he too felt that here something had 
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been " denied to him/' and how highly he often valued 
this " something denied " is shown by a sentence in the 
FarbetUehre, the Doctrine of Colour, a passage where any 
irritation against the mathematicians might have been 
excused, and where in spite of that Goethe declares mathe- 
matics to be " one of the noblest organs of mankind." Still 
we must admit that Goethe was not only deficient in the 
power of practising mathematics, but was even unable 
fully to appreciate the essence of the science in its 
inevitable influence upon the human intellect. " It is a 
mistake to imagine," he exclaims pettishly, " that when 
I have discovered the mathematical equation for a 
phenomenon I know all about it that is worth knowing, 
and can consider the whole matter as sufficiently dealt 
with and to be laid on the shelf." ^^ What does he 
mean ? The function of mathematics is to apprehend, 
to prove according to the laws of motion, to reduce 
clesCrly to a science — just as Albrecht Diirer did for the 
outer form of the human body, and as Leonardo tried to 
do for the mechanism of the circulation of the blood in its 
inner parts. " The book of Nature is written in the 
language of mathematics," says Galilei. Goethe, on the 
other hand, finds a contradiction between the phenome- 
non observed an<^the mathematical scheme. For this 
sentiment he has to thank the pure power of his sight ; 
but instead of allowing himself to be taught by Kant 
that if Image and Scheme do not exactly tally, it is due 
to the essential quality of the human intellect ;^* instead 
of recognising with Leonardo the fact that mathematical 
representation is the necessary organ of everything which 
can ly called Science in the sense of exact knowledge, 
and that what he, Goethe, is striving after is not Science 
but something different, that is to say a glorified Con- 
templation, — ^that World of the Eye of which we spoke 
in the previous lecture, — ^and that this World demands 
ideal exposition ; instead of all this, Goethe obstinately 
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works himself up into the imf ortunate idea that there can 
be an unmathematical science, — ^that the employment of 
mathematics must be kept within bounds, and that they 
must be relegated to a narrow domain in the Study of 
Nature, etc. Science and art, — so he maintains, — ^have 
" fallen into pitiable error through the wrongful employ- 
ment of mathematics/'^^ When we remember that 
Goethe's unmathematical dicta, of which we could cite 
many, are chiefly in the department of optics, and when 
we consider what a famous advance mathematical 
optics have made since Goethe's time, and what a wide 
outlook upon comprehensive knowledge has been opened 
up in this very direction in our days by the work of 
Maxwell and Hertz; when we realise the present 
importance of spectral analysis to astronomy, chemistry, 
and physics ; and then when we see Goethe ridiculing 
the spectrum as little more than a mere puerility of 
Newton's, we must feel that however much the great 
observer of nature and Poet may have the right to view 
Nature in his own fashion, he is yet lacking in the under- 
standing of the mathematical method of exact science. 
And this is the more striking when we find in Leonardo, 
two hundred years before Newton, a few but astonishingly 
correct remarks about the colours of the spectrum, and 
when we think of Kant's high estimate of the imdulation 
theory of Huyghens, we have then the experimental proof 
that if we follow Goethe in the path of science, we 
advance no further in the exact sciences, whereas by 
following the mathematical path, which he detested and 
which Kant looked upon as the only right way, we have 
advanced from one theoretical and practical attainment 
to another. 

What, then, is the essence of the mathematical method ? 
That is a question which it is impossible for us here to 
shirk, otherwise we should neither understand correctly 
Leonardo's extreme way of viewing Nature, nor Goethe's^ 
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nor should we understand why Kant's philosophical 
critique enables him to do justice to both these antago- 
nistic views. I shall try to answer the question at once 
in as few and as simple words as possible, leaning indeed 
upon Kant, but without making him responsible for my 
free and illustrative exposition; we shall deal more 
precisely with the matter in observations to be added 
hereafter. 

So soon as we thoughtfully, — ^I use the word " thought- 
ful '* in contradistinction to passive contemplation, — so 
soon as we thoughtfully approach Nature and construct 
that *' unity of objects " without which she would no 
longer be Nature but Chaos, every single conjunction, 
arrange it as we may, means Motion. Think only of the 
commonest perceptions of any Bodies that you please, 
which you, innocent of any attempt at philosophising, 
simply join together, thinking in contemplative conscious- 
ness, something in the same way as the herdsman watches 
his grazing herd. Either the objects are at rest, and then 
our mind must move in order to perceive them, whereby 
we arrive at Form, or our mind is at rest and the objects 
move before it and then we arrive at Number : in most 
cases the two sorts of conjunction will take place simul- 
taneously ; and as you see, whether we direct our obser- 
vation to the proximity in space, or to the sequence in 
Time, Motion is always at the bottom of it. Motion, says 
Kant, is that which unites space and time, and motion 
conceived, that is to say grasped by Reason, is Mathe- 
matics. If we look at the still geometrical figures in our 
school-books, we sometimes think that here is the very 
emblem of rest ; but in the next lecture we shall see how 
the great Descartes laid the foundation of the higher 
mathematics, when he taught us to set free into Motion 
every resting Form, whereby we attain a second gift, 
namely, the power to convert every species of Motion 
into a visible, permanent Form. 
1.— K 
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But just in the same way as these higher mathematics 
proceed from the union of Geometry and Arithmetic, so 
it is only by further, and, as closer observation shows, 
powerful conjimctions of space and time, that a really 
intelligible and logical Nature comes into existence for 
us, and it is from these conjunctions that we realise the 
ideas of the inter-relationsUp of various perceptions, — 
of the interchangeability of phenomena,— of causative 
cohesion. Thus, for example, the relationship between 
cause and efiEect signifies a twofold Motion in space and 
time. You will find that set forth with imsurpassable 
lucidity in the fourth paragraph of Schopenhauer's 
principal work, to which I refer you.^* And with further 
investigation and thought you will understand how 
Kant arrives at the definition, " Matter is that which is 
movable," and at the assertion that space can only be 
filled by motion. And that you may not think that I 
am leading you on to the pin-points of the most abstract 
philosophy, but that, on the contrary, you may under- 
stand that I am dealing here with the concrete and 
necessary apprehension of Nature by human intelligence, 
I will call your attention to the fact that our modem 
physics, however antimetaphysical may be their attitude 
in their empirical delusion, learn to recognise Kant's 
standpoint as the only justifiable one, and that the little 
globules of atoms are only preserved as a deduction and 
a help for coarser intellects, whereas Lord Kelvin and 
other leading spirits among the mathematical physicists 
speak of " centres of energy," and by atoms understand 
gyrating motion. Lord Armstrong,* in his book Electric 
MtruemefUs in Air and Water, asserts that there is no 
ground for looking upon Matter as anything else but 
Motion. Even the hypothetical aether he rejects as super- 

* I fmrposely cite English investigators because no others, not even 
Italians and Frenchmen, are so hx removed from the inflaence of German 
metaphysics. 
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fluous, and is of opinion that " empty space would do 
just as well, if we only chose to conceive a continuity of 
interacting motions."^* 

I think that this sketch, sUght as it is, will suffice to 
make you understand and accept Kant's apodictic 
assertion, " natural science is throughout a doctrine of 
Motion, either pure or applied." 

But here comes in a. second important consideration, 
not, like the first one, composed of physical elements, 
but purely philosophical. The highest code of this 
science of Motion is not perceived as a fact in Nature, 
but is rooted in the essence of Reason. It is we ourselves, 
we men, who have no other possibility of comprehending 
Matter, that is to say, when we aim at a comprehension 
of Nature which shall be logical, thoughtful, and capable 
of founding an apodictic certainty of knowledge ; — ^it is 
we ourselves, I say, who are imable to comprehend 
Matter otherwise than as Motion, and for whom in conse- 
quence of this every vera scientia, every absolute certainty 
is bound to result in a doctrine of motion either pure or 
appUed. The human understanding works out the 
analysis of Motion by its special gift of schematic experi^ 
enc6 which we call mathematics. It is by mathematics 
that the human intellect assimilates and digests that 
which is foreign to it and outside of its ken. Much is 
rejected, but what remains from that time forth becomes 
possessed of a humanly comprehensible form. That is 
what Kant means when he says, " the highest law of 
Nature must lie in ourselves, that is to say in our under- 
standing." To put it rather roughly, but in a way 
suited to the present standpoint of our study. Nature 
gives the facts, the human understanding gives the laws. 
To formulate this let me once more bring forward words 
of Kant's, " the human understanding does not create 
its laws out of Nature, but imposes them upon her." At 
the first blush this remark will perhaps strike you as 
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strongly paradoxical, but it will suffice for the present if 
you to a certain extent clearly grasp these two things : 
all exact Science, in the true and strict meaning of the 
word, resdves itself into a Doctrine of Motion. All 
Doctrine of Motion is mathematics, and so far human. To 
try to escape from a law of our true Being is nothing 
less than an attempt to creep out of our own skin. We 
may well therefore praise the acuteness of the great 
Leonardo, who had so rightly and energetically grasped 
the fundamental law of all exact investigation — ^in 
opposition to whom when a man comes forward, even 
should he be a Goethe, and exclaims. Friends I I will 
teach you a Science that shall be unmathematical, — ^then 
we recognise and acknowledge the fact that the great 
man is entangled in deep error. Indeed, the error is two- 
fold, first inasmuch as his definition of Science cannot be 
called adequate, and secondly because he does not 
rightly grasp the essence of mathematics, and their 
law-giving function in reference to all that constitutes 
causal conjunction, and that means Nature as it exists 
in our thoughts. 

Quite another question is whether that which Goethe 
strove after, that is to say an unmathematical, and to 
that extent un-logical and therefore unsdoitific com- 
prehension of Nature, is not, say what you will, entitled 
to a profoimd measure of justification. Here, too, is a 
question that we must not leave unanswered, for it is of 
weighty importance in the understan(}ing of Kant. But 
in order to answer that question we must do as we did in 
our former lecture ; we must undertake an excursus 
which will furnish us with the indispensable and self- 
evident material. If you were minded without any 
further preparation to plunge headlong into Kant's 
abstract-analytical method of thought, I suspect that it 
would be very difficiilt for you to bring a vivid under- 
standing to bear upon his exegesis of an unmathematical 
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conception of Nature, what he calls " Nature as ex- 
position " — ^whereas starting from Goethe you are at 
once in a position to understand Kant, and so will be able 
to delight in the unexampled profundity of the most 
powerful of all thinkers. We must then take heart and 
undertake an examination of the relationship between 
exact Mathematical Science, to which alone Leonardo 
assigned any value, and Goethe's comprehension of 
Nature. In the main this exciusus will result in a com- 
parison of physical optics and Goethe's doctrine of colour ; 
there are, however, some general remarks with which we 
have to set out, and which will weave themselves into 
our exposition as it progresses. 

♦••••• w 

The difficulty which at the outset attaches to oiu* task 
is the fact that Goethe himself was devoid of any theo- 
retical consciousness of his own procedure, one might 
even say of his own aim. His own saying, " a man has 
never gained so much ground as when he does not know 
whither the way leads," is true of himself ; for while he 
believed that he was doing no more than lending a hand 
in contemporary investigations of nature, he was in 
reality founding a new method. That is the naked truth, 
the unrecognised truth which seems to have foundered 
without leaving a trace, yet not for ever, in the noise and 
dust of the vulgar riot of oiu* successful mechanical 
science. There are moments in the activities of great 
intellects where they render superlative services : that 
is when they do not quite understand themselves, when, 
they enter the lists to do battle passionately for some 
impossible assertion, in spite of being gifted with a keener 
sight than their fellows, and with more consequential 
thought than their censors : for it is just here where 
they entangle themselves in a mass of contradictions, 
that they work like an unconscious natural force, paving 
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the way for future knowledge : here the intellect collects 
itself into an avalanche ready to swe^ clean all the tidy 
paths of human frivoUty, or like a volcano bursts the too 
heavily weighted crust in which the idleness of tens of 
centuries has imprisoned the bright fiery element of the 
soul of man. Only consider Goethe, that noble man I 
Is it thinkable that he with his brilliant eyes should have 
looked in the light during a whole lifetime, and have 
seen nothing true ? Yet, as I know that here I shall at 
once be tilting against unbeUef and contradiction, I will 
quote the words of a pioneer in exact natural science, 
the admittedly greatest physiologist of the nineteenth 
century, Johannes Miiller. He was what Louis Agassiz, 
Clerk Maxwell, and Heinrich Hertz (but with their 
exceptions a dwindling number of our famous natural 
investigators) were, a really lofty intellect of permanent 
importance. Here is what Mtiller says with reference to 
Goethe's essay on the skeletons of rodents, — " It is 
impossible to point to anything similar which comes up 
to this projection sketched from the centre of the organ- 
isation. Unless I am mistaken there lies in this outline 
the foreshadowing of a distant ideal of natural history.'' 
Remember these words " the foreshadowing of a distant 
ideal " I And Mtiller, the exact investigator of nature, 
prizes the awakening of this foreshadowing so highly, 
that on the next page he pronounces the judgment, that 
Goethe has " reached the greatest " not only as artist, 
but also as investigator.** Here, too, is a judgment which 
should never be forgotten. For we modems have grown 
up under the nourishing showers of pseudo-scientific 
platitudes ; Rudolf Virchow aloae dared forty years 
ago to take Goethe as investigator publicly under his 
protection, a weighty witness indeed, upon whose exacti- 
tude and unimaginativeness no man will cast a doubt, 
but who imfortunately was not competent altogether to 
lift the veil of misunderstanding : for to that end would 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LEONARDO 135 

have been required that philosophical training which 
Virchow abominated, so that his fine words raised a 
great storm of dust at the time, but soon died away 
leaving no influence behind them.*^ 

In these days every tiny two-legged wheel in the great 
machine of science thinks himself justified in shrugging 
his shoulders over Goethe as an investigator of Nature. 
I happen to possess an autograph letter from one of these 
celebrities, who rates his professorial dignity at a height 
which entitles him to allow himself the following judg- 
ment of Goethe : "his conception of Nature is just what 
an easy-going aesthete and collector of curiosities might 
make up out of his walks abroad." This is the audacity 
of a man of middling capacity whom the schoolmaster's 
rod and the sting of hunger have raised by luck to the 
degree of Doctor of Philosophy, and finally up the three 
steps of the Professorial Chair 1 A man whose fame may 
perhaps live through two or three editions of our encyclo- 
paedias, dares to speak in this way of the princely intellect 
of a Goethe, of that god-like Eye which for more than 
half a century never ceased in the thoughtful contem- 
plation of Nature, of a man of whom a Johannes Miiller 
could pronounce the opinion that as an investigator he 
" reached the greatest." 

But enough of this. If I were to talk myself into a 
state of indignation over the intellectual decay resulting 
from the narrow empiricism of a tyrannical science which 
has fallen a prey to the overleamed Philistines, I should 
not readily come to an end. The reaction has already 
begun; there are good men and true of a younger 
generation at work on behalf of Goethe the investigator, 
and what is more important than the influence of these 
individuals is the fact that a universal necessity, a 
cultural need that cannot be put aside, is forcing us to 
enter upon the road which Goethe has pointed out to us 
as the " foreshadowing of a distant ideal," unless we 
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wish to fall into crass barbarism. A leading spirit 
among the living antimetaph}rsical empirics, Ernst Mach, 
has disclosed what is the next thing to be annihilated, 
and if his object was to serve the ends of a purely 
mechanical barbarism he has not been far out : our 
languages I In the interest of " science " they are to be 
abolished in order to make room for an abstract inter- 
national language I** The ideal which floats before the 
learned professor is the Chinese S3^tem of writing, because, 
being entirely ideographic, it throws overboard all 
ballast of expression of the finer emotions.** After that 
granunar and history are to be " laid aside." Add to 
this the simplification of the Alphabet, and supplement 
it with algebraical formulae and chemical symbols, and 
you will have collected together all that Professor Mach 
deems essential in a language. He is not far out. A 
science which only concerns itself with abstract Ghosts, 
is at no single point in contact with life. Goethe's desire, 
by means of his doctrine of colour, parenthetically " to 
enrich language and so facilitate the communication of 
the higher conceptions among the friends of Nature," 
from this point of view must signify the ne plus ultra of 
folly. And when Mach, in conclusion, expresses the 
hopeful opinion that the English language is in a fair 
way to reach that ideal, we will not ignore the tiny grain 
of truth which has crept into this Hellish dream, worthy 
of one of Breughel's Witches'-sabbaths, and join the 
standard of those who hold no inheritance more sacred 
than that of their mother-tongue. The richer, the more 
illogical, the more incomprehensible a language, the 
better does it hold up the mirror to Nature. The men 
who have attempted to rob us of our language, have, so 
far as in them lay, robbed us of Nature ; has not Lord 
Armstrong taught us that science needs no more than 
the assumption of empty space (vide supra) ? In contra- 
distinction to which the man whose genius was rooted 
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in the soveidgn and creative mastery of language, — ^in 
his much-despised teaching of nature followed the one 
object, to give us side by side with his immortal poems 
that which was their one eternal Source, visible, inex- 
haustible Nature with all the wealth of its many forms. 

Goethe, as I said before, did not possess a critically 
analytical consciousness of his new method, and hence 
it is that his judgment as to the relationship between his 
way of investigation and that of true science, is hazy and 
easily misleading. 

Sometimes his insight is clear enough, for example 
when he cites the attraction which in his youthful daj^ 
Spinoza exercised over him, and adds, " the mathematical 
method was the very opposite of my poetical method of 
thought and exposition." This, of coxurse, is a general 
statement ; the mathematical method, dear to the 
Jewish Thinker, seems to Goethe to be in opposition to 
his own poetical method of thought. And yet when we 
come to deal with the special investigation of Nature there 
are passages of decisive import which may be brought 
into court. I select one from the year 1826, which 
possesses the importance of a composition with mathe- 
matics. Groethe writes, " It was not long before I was 
compelled, in deference to my own capabilities and 
relations, to claim the right to view, to investigate, and 
to comprehend Nature in her simplest, most secret 
beginnings as in her highest and most striking creations 
without the co-operation of mathematics. That has 
been my contention through life. Any service that I 
may have rendered in that way is open to all : how it 
may appeal to others remains to be seen."*^ Is not this 
perfectly clear ? '* In deference to my own capalnlities " 
— that points to the capabilities which are " in (^position 
to " Mathematics. And Goethe claims the right to view, 
to investigate, and to comprehend Nature in accordance 
with these capabiUties. To view, to investigate, to com- 
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prebend, that is a perfect programme for a personal 
system of Natmal Philosophy. Further on in the same 
disquisition Goethe says in so many wcnrds that " a new 
point of view justifies new opinions." This rec(^;niti<Mi 
explains the many passages in which Goethe declares, 
with no trace of bitterness, that his method of contem- 
plating Nature " is incomprehensiUe to the Professors, 
for the simple reason that they think otherwise " ; it is 
in these passages that he confesses in regard to the first 
great congresses of German works on natural history, 
that they furnished nothing which could in the slightest 
degree touch, or move, or exdte him, no new encourage- 
ment, no new gift, — and this was the man who "for 
fifty years had been passionately devoted to the observa- 
tion of nature " ; for among the German natural scientists 
there was " not one that showed so much as the slightest 
approach to his own way of thinking/'*' And there are 
other passages which come under this category, in which 
Goethe in his last years, — as, for example, in the essay 
on the rodents quoted above — instead of as vras his wont 
portrajdng his efforts in the domain of morphology in 
the bright colours of the successful investigators, all at 
once " feels most vividly that his honest endeavours in 
the observation of nature, were only presentiments and 
not pioneering." All this leaves nothing to be wished 
for in the way of clearness and true insight. In such 
moments Goethe is so fully conscious that he cannot see 
eye to eye with the men of true science, that he claims it 
as a right to dare to investigate in his own way, and 
admits that this way is something which continues to be 
incomprehensible to them, indeed that he is dealing with 
a " new standpoint," — ^with scnnething in the future, — 
of which the significance remains half veiled even to 
himself. 

Physics simply do not reo^^nise the fundamental 
ideas of Goethe's Doctrine of Colour. So from the stand- 
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point of physics it is impossible to judge of this theory. 
Goethe starts precisely at the point where Physics leave 
ofi. It is evidence of a quite superficial appreciation of 
the matter when people go on talking of Goethe's relation 
to Newton and modem Physics, and at the same time 
take no thought of the fact, that these two are entirely 
different.** 

Unfortunately it is Goethe himself who with the 
utmost impressiveness and vehemence has spoken about 
his so-called relations to Newton, and not to Newton 
alone, but to exact natural science in general. Did you 
remark in the above-quoted solemn declaration the five 
simple words, "without the co-operation of mathe- 
matics " ? That is where the evil fountain of misunder- 
standing still continues to flow. It is not without the 
co-operation of mathematics, but in opposition to mathe- 
matics that Goethe observes, investigates, and compre- 
hends Nature. The mathematical method and Goethe's 
method may run parallel to one another, but can never 
coalesce : no compromise between them is possible : 
they caimot at one time work together and at another 
time without one another. 

One instance will serve better than a hundred to show 
you how deeply this misunderstanding penetrated in 
Goethe's case. One month after that fundamental declara- 
tion in which the practised eye alone can detect the blemish 
of the " without co-operation," he says to Eckermann : 
" surely it is not the mathematicians who invented the 
metamorphosis of plants ? I worked it out without 
mathematics, and the mathematicians have been forced 
to admit it." If these words are correctly reported, they 
are valid proof that we must trust to our own powers in 
order to see clearly in this matter ; Goethe, the herald 
and founder, leaves us in the lurch as to the true under- 
standing of his work. Mathematics and metamorphosis I 
This would have been the place to show that we are 
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dealing with two dissimilar and irreconcilable subjects 
which nowhere come into contact with one another. The 
first lecture has shown you what was Goethe's idea of 
metamorphosis ; we must admit that, like every human 
acceptation, it impUes the conception of Motion ; but 
instead of trusting itself like the sailor to the stream, it 
hovers like an eagle in the empyrean from which the 
living hurrying flood is at once Motion and Rest : Motion, 
so far as its law of existence is concerned. Rest as regards 
form. Mathematics (and in a wider sense all true science, 
inasmuch as it everywhere obeys the one impulse to be 
converted into mathematics) have no other power and 
function than the analysis of the condition of Becoming;'^ 
even that which is at rest they must set free into motion, 
otherwise they have no hold upon it. Goethe's efforts, on 
the contrary, do not tend towards analj^ical knowledge, 
but towards the most intensive contemplation, — " the 
world of the eye," the law of which is not Becoming, but 
Being. That accounts for the peculiar permeation of that 
which is simultaneous and that which is successive which 
has sometimes puzzled us, as indeed it puzzled Goethe him- 
self. For while science, whose whole essence depends upon 
the understanding of cause and effect, recognises Bdng 
as an almost imaginary point between something which 
has been growing and something which is yet to be, the 
Eye, on the other hand, although not blind to successive 
alterations, can manifestly never perceive the condition 
of progression or process of '* Becoming," otherwise 
than as locked up in a condition of Being. This 
will suffice for the moment to show the absurdity of 
Goethe's outcry against the mathematicians. How 
was any mathematician, as such, to discover Meta- 

* There is, so far m I can see, no sinele English word in common use 
which accurately conveys the meaning of the German fVerdm as opposed to 
Sein. IVeftUn is the process of Coming into Being— i.e. a transition sUte ; 
Sti» is Being~i.e. an accomplished &ct. I shall translate IVirdm through- 
out the book as " Becoming, or " coming into being." — R. 
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morphosis ? He would have been a poor mathematician. 
Nor do the words, " I discovered this without mathe- 
matics/' hit the nail on the head any better, though 
Goethe rarely fails us in that respect. And as regards 
the closing remark, " they have been forced to admit it," 
that is simply based upon error. Goethe's doctrine of 
metamorphosis has been as much repudiated by Science 
as were his anti-mathematical optics. It may be admitted 
that the repudiation was not so unanimous and immediate, 
but only because in the domain of Biology the compUca- 
tion is far greater, so that room is afforded for endless 
misunderstandings. But open any reliable contemporary 
book on botany, for instance, Julius Sachs' History of 
Botany (chapter 4), and you will find Goethe's doctrine of 
metamorphosis unconditionally refuted. Sachs shows 
how Goethe was continually wavering between fact and 
idea, and he reveals the mischief of which hangers-on 
laid the foundation during long years, while they, instead 
of turning to account the thought of metamorphosis " in 
the deeper sense of idealistic Philosophy," introduced it 
into exact science, which was impossible without " com- 
bining the highest abstractions with the most careless 
and rawest empiricism, and in a measure with quite false 
observations." The doctrine of metamorphosis has been 
quite as much a hindrance as a help to the science of the 
nineteenth century. That is the judgment of a scientist 
whose right to be heard cannot be called in question. You 
see how peculiarly connected it is with the words *' they 
have been forced to admit it." But the great confusion 
which to this day has existed between Goethe's doctrine 
of metamorphosis and exact science, is due, as I said 
before, to the nature of the subject. All tjie siciences are 
striving towards mathematics; yet Biology, in contra- 
distinction to Physics, is still far from having reached the 
mark. And here we must depend upon a schooling of the 
sense of sight, otherwise the subject will not be seen at 
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all. We may observe, but we shall not take notice. 
That was why before Goethe's time comparative anatomy 
dragged out a miserable existence; men like Kaspar 
Friedrich Wolff died unknown. Goethe, with several 
others around him like Camper and Oken, was the first 
powerfully to excite the imagination, and so compelled it 
to take notice^ of what was seen. Here alone lies the 
significance for science of a doctrine of metamorphosis. 
The whole of Goethe's natural science might be called 
" an introduction to the art of seeing." Nor is that a 
small thing to say; for phantastic imaginings do not 
teach the art of seeing, but on the contrary lead to those 
false observati(His which Sachs blamed; on the other 
hand, there is a Something which Goethe by a happy 
inspiration called the " exact phantasy of the senses."*^ 
This phantasy is — ^as the word describes it — something 
felt by the senses, not abstract ; it rests iq)on very 
accurate Seeing, and the unsurpassable exactness of 
many of Goethe's observations is attested by Miiller and 
Helmholtz, by Virchow and Gegenbaiir, by Sachs and 
Ferdinand Cohn ; here, however, exact Phantasy must 
be aUied to exact Seeing. Scientific hypotheses all pass 
away, but Goethe's Doctrine of Metamorphosis and 
Doctrine of Colour will never pass away : they stand as 
firmly as the facts which they mirror in Reason. Hence 
the importance of Goethe's ideas in Zoology and Botany. 
Science has used his thoughts as she uses the ophthalmo- 
scope, in orda- to see into the depths, to discover facts ; 
but, only as tools, not as an organ. It is true that the 
Doctors of the theory of evolution delight in tracing their 
pedigree to Goethe, but that is the innocence of the elderly 
. child that would do better to search for an ancestry in 
Moses, Sanchoniathon, Thales, and Empedodes; veneraUe 
men i«^o historically would render it better service, and 
are also more in sympathy with its intellectual cultmre. 
But in order exhaustively to lay bare the relationship 
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between Goethe's conception of Nature by means of the 
'' Phantasy of the senses '' and the mathematically exact 
Science of Nature, we must avail ourselves of a concrete 
example. For this Optics and the Doctrine of Colour 
must serve our. purpose. Naturally it is not possible for 
me here to dive into the mysteries of optics, nor indeed 
would any man be able to give an exposition of Goethe's 
doctrine of colour with greater brevity than he did him- 
self. That immortal work is all Perception and pure 
Perception ; the least learned of men can study it 
paragraph by paragraph, and see step by step what 
Goethe saw. tiere sight and understanding are identical. 
One would imagine that every man would lay hold upon 
it. And since Helmholtz, whom I may well quote here 
as the universally honoured representative of the mathe- 
matical anti-Goethe science, has expressly affirmed, 
" the experiments which Goethe dtes in his Doctrine of 
Colour are accurately observed, and vividly described ; 
as to their correctness there is no dispute,"** no one who 
might wish to read this forbidden book need tremble for 
his scientific salvation. Exact, correct observations, 
which have moreover earned the praise of a genuine 
university professor as being vividly described, can 
certainly harm no man. But I know that it is all of no 
use ; no human being can be induced to read the Doctrine 
of Colour. This glorious child of a demi-god is like a 
sleeping Briinnhilde waiting for the dawn of the new 
day which shall bring the hero to awaken her. We can 
therefore only deal with a few leading principles : that 
however will suffice to enable you to grasp the difference 
between " Nature as Mathematics " and " Nature as 
Exposition," and never again to fall into doubt as to the 
right of the latter to assert its right to a place side by 
side with the former. In this connection Goethe, Leonardo, 
and Kant, each in his own special individuality, will arise 
before your eyes. 
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The first paragraph in Hdmholtz's Optics consists 
of a definition of light, set forth as follows : " light is 
looked upon by the majority of physicists as a peculiar 
form of motion of a hj^thetical medium, the Light- 
aether ; and we will accept this view of the undulation- 
theory which very fully accounts for all PhencHnena." 
Here you have in a nutshell the whole method of mathe- 
matical-mechanical science. The storied words of the 
dying poet, " more light I " are often dted in and out of 
season. What would our sensitive souls have said if 
Goethe had called out " more special motive-form of the 
hypothetical medium ! " Do not, however, believe that 
with this poor joke I wish to cast ridicule upon the 
optical definition ; no less a man than Ren6 Descartes is 
responsible for the conception that light must be looked 
upon as Motion, and indeed as the motion of an invisible 
medium pervading the imiverse. It is the acceptation 
of this theory that has made optics the most perfect of 
all sciences : I only wished to call yotur attention to the 
fact that the first law of all science — ^if science is to be 
exact, — is the abolition of that which is visible, or if not 
in so many words of that which is visible, in any case the 
abolition of that which is practically seen, in favour of an 
abstract, mathematically available, altogether unfelt and 
schematic representation. In the same work (p. 268) 
Helmholtz actually reproaches Goethe with the fact that 
" in his studies in natural history he starts upon the 
principle of never abandoning the domain of that which 
is visible to the senses." From the point of view of sd^ice, 
then, it is a mistake to dwell upon that which is visible 
to the senses ; for, as Hehnholtz goes on to say, " Every 
physical exegesis must rise to the level of all those Forces 
which can naturally never be objects perceptible to the 
senses, but are only objects of the apprehensive under- 
standing." These so-called Forces are purely creatures 
of the imagination : even the most sober anti-philosophical 
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Science now admits that they only exist in our heads : 
and for that very reason they are unable to make use of 
the perception of the senses as such, but have to replace 
them by a sensibility of the imagination.^ What is then 
seen is, as one of the greatest men of genius among the 
physicists, Heinrich Hertz, admits, a delusion from which 
it is impossiUe to exact " any conformity with things." '^ 
The very first step then leads from concrete perception 
to the abstract, and until that has been attained no 
Science is exact. To the unlearned, to the men of simple 
thoughts. Light would seem to be the most concrete of 
aU perceivable things. And yet here you have a definition 
of Light which thrusts aside all perception ; for looked 
at exactly it contains only two propositions, of which the 
one says " Light is Light-aether," an idea which reminds 
one of the " I am that I am " of Jehovah, and must be 
dealt with by the logicians ; while the second adds the 
assertion that " Light is motion." Now since the most 
cursory reflection has already sufficed to teach us that 
the conception of Nature as Motion is an irrefutable 
requisite of the human intellect, — ^that is to say that it is 
not a law of Nature but of our brain, — and inasmuch as 
Leonardo as a keen thinker even in his day recognised the 
justice of this {ninciple, — ^it follows that the above 
definition is neither more nor less than an universal 
metaphysical postulate. Since then, as you know, 
certain leading Physicists have also declared against the 
hypothetical medium, the sther, as superfluous. In 
their minds Light is nothing but abstract motion in 
empty space. 

But now let us, please, read a little further in Helm- 
holtz. We come to the Scheme. As Kant acutely re- 
marked, " The subjective principle of Nature precedes the 
objective, the combination precedes that which is comr 
bined." That " which is complex must be supplied by 
ourselves," for we can investigate " only that which we 
1.— L 
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Now in optics tve su|^ly a 
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have ourselves supplied/ 
great deaL" 

Following the advice of Hehnholtz, let us attempt to 
represent the "'peculiar form of motion of the hypo- 
thetical medium " with the help of a wet thread which 
y^ we shall hold in our fingers and allow to 

hang down freely, moving to and fro. 
a' \ Hereyousee the diagram ; the line from 

A to B is the thread when not in motion ; 
so the tiny particles of Light-asther follow 
one another in a straight line so long as 
they are not in motion: and here the 
dotted line shows you how the so-called 
waves behave as soon as a particle of 
aether begins to rock backwards and for- 
wards at the top point A. And what is 
the reason of the movements of this same 
particle ? Here again we have something 
peci2Uar. Hehnholtz writes, " exactly as 
the movement of the single particles of 
the thread takes place, so would be the 
\ movement of a succession of aether-part- 

\ fyZ icles along which a ray of light should 
/ transmit itself." If then we have above 

' received a definition of light containing 

nothing more than the abstract admission 
that light is motion, the Light-ray is at 
once introduced as an hypostasis trans- 
mitting itself along the particles of 
light-aether, and so catising their motion. And whilst 
light is, according to the definition, a movement of waves, 
the Light-ray is, according to the mathematical definition, 
'* a perpendicular line." Here we seem to have got into 
something like a witches' caldron ! Let us just imagine 
that the sun is at noon : the world is steeped in light : 
how many rays are we to reckon there ? Certainly more 
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than you would see in the halo of a Byzantine Madonna's 
head. Does this raise a smile ? And yet here is no joke, 
but your faith is bespoken for the following proposition : 
" we can in such cases consider the movement of the 
particles of aether inside a ray approximately as an 
isolated mechanical Whole, progressing independently of 
the movements of the neighbouring rays." You perceive 
that the rays are an altogether material conception. 
The possibiUty that inniunerable rays running side by 
side do not take up the lateral movements of the aether- 
particles, so that for the very superabundance of Ught- 
rajrs there is no Ught, is a question which you must settle 
for yourselves, for to that Physics afiord no answer. If 
we had the wave-movement alone, or the rectilinear 
movement alone (which latter movement laid the founda- 
tion of the whole optics of Newton who knew nothing of 
any wave-movement), then in that case our power of 
conception would at least possess a possible illusion ; 
but to our mathematical Physics both conceptions are 
indispensable : Light is a rectilinear movement which 
does not spread itself like sound in all directions, and in 
spite of that Light is at the same time a wave, or un- 
dulatory movement. It is only by the conjunction of 
these two contradictory h}^theses that all phenomena 
can be exhaustively and mathematically reduced to a 
Scheme. The great mathematician d'Alembert calls 
attention to the fact that the so-called " cloudlessness " 
of Mathematics really only holds good where they deal 
with the wholly Abstract, but that the richer the evidence 
of the senses to which you apply them, the darker become 
the conceptions upon which you base their operations.*' 
You see here how true are his words. Mathematical 
Physics are practical, useful, inf aUible, grand, bewildering 
— I would gladly grant their right to all the laudatory 
Predicates in the Dictionary, — with one exception, 
clear. Whoever in agreement with d'Alembert searches 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1^8 LEOKARDO 

into their fotrndaricms, wBL find tiiem obscure. When 
Goethe wished to lay beioR a friend a few ideas con- 
ceming light he began fay s t i Hi mi i g against tbe mihappy 
conception of the Ra3^ "Tliae is absohitdy no question 
of Rays, — they are an abstraction invented to eiqdain 
the phenomenon in its greatest simplicity, an abstracticHi 
worked up, built upon, or rather piled up, until tbe whde 
matter at last became muddled into incompcdiensibility." 
But let us leave the so-called Rays and return to our 
Waves, only following the exposition so far until we meet 
a practical conception clear to the senses, so as to justify 
the belief that we are floating down from the cloudy 
Olympus of hypothetical omstructions, and are setting 
foot upon the solid ground of empirics. 

And here I would crave your attention : the time has 
come for us, as Kant tau^t us, " to supfdy the syn- 
thesis." In proportion as I move the thread more or 
less violently, so the serpentine line which it f cmns in the 
air will show greater or lesser curves ; in the same way 
the aether-particles in the Light-aether, in proportion to 
the violence of their motion, will deviate more or less 
from their original position, — ^in other words, the Waves 
will be higher or lower : this variaticm in the heig^ of 
the Waves is known as the Amplitude of Wave-motiim. 
Besides the height of the Waves their length has to be 
taken into consideration. The distance between a^ and 
a*, from wave-crest to wave-crest, or from b* to b*. from 
wave-valley to wave-valley, may vary in length : that is 
called the Wave4engih. Thirdly, the movement of eadi 
sether-particle, which can be imagined as rocking to and 
fro, may take place with varjnng speed : that is called 
the Duration of osdUaUon, Pray hold fast to the con- 
ception that we must admit in these Waves a varying 
hdght, length, and duraticm of oscillation. And inas- 
much as thought, as the sajring goes, pays no duty, we 
may besides all this assume various directions of motion. 
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Once more let us consider the wet thread. I ran move 
my hand from right to left and from left to right, and then 
the single particles of the string which is curving into 
waves will also move rectilinearly to and fro ; the same 
holds good with the aether-particles ; in this case we say 
that the light is " rectilinearly polarised/' But just as I 
move my hand rectilinearly from left to right, I might 
equally move it in a right line to and fro from front to 
back ; I must therefore assume at least two directions 
of oscillation, and indeed might, if necessary, assume 
as many more as I please ; in the simplest case we 
speak of two perpendicular directions of waves mutually 
polarised. Again, I might move my hand in a circle or 
in an ellipse. In that case the single particle of the string 
would, instead of a straight line, describe a circular line, or 
an eUiptic line from one wave-crest to another, or from 
one wave-valley to the next : here too we must assume 
the same of the Light-aether particles ; in the one case 
we speak of circular polarised Ught, in the other of 
elliptic polarised light. There are several other com- 
pUcations, but for our present purpose this is sufficient. 
We can therefore conceive waves of varying ampU- 
tude (that is to say height), waves of different length, 
waves of different duration of oscillation, waves recti- 
lineariy polarised, perpendicularly polarised in opposition, 
circularly polarised, and elliptically polarised. But now 
I have to make a last and highest demand upon your 
imagination. Represent to yourselves all these differences 
with all their various prepositions as before, " with," " in," 
'* upon," etc. — high waves and low waves, short and long, 
swift and slow in their oscillations, in endless gradations, 
pressing upon one another in all directions, — ^and in 
addition the sether-particles in various straight lines, 
and also working through each other in circles and 
ellipses : and then do jrou know what you have arrived 
at ? Why, the Natural Light of the Physicists, as the 
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sun, the candle, the match brings it into existence I 
This again is a serious matter. Cios&«xamine Hdmholtz : 
he vnH furnish you with information. " Natural light/' 
he writes, " is a uniform compound of all sorts of differ- 
ently polarised Light/' moreover, "it contains wave- 
features of an endless number of continually intermingling 
values of oscillatory duration/' 

It seems to me that we have fairiy carried out Kant's 
behests as to oursdves supplying the synthesis. Yet I 
must here insert a remark. Nothing would be more un- 
justifiable than to ridicule this Scheme of the physicists, 
far rather would I with complete ccmfidence vote with 
Kant that such intellectual constructions are " the pride 
of human reason." It is only by d^[rees that the mon- 
strous complexity of the illusion established itself, as 
new phenomena, which it was necessary to incorporate in 
the one great Scheme, gradually became known ; new 
ones have cropped up since Helmholtz's time : as for 
instance the Rontgen Rays, which compelled the con- 
clusion that the oscillations do not only take place 
perpendicularly to the direction of transmission, but 
also parallel to it ; that is to say as if we were not only 
to move our wet thread to and fro rectilinearly and in a 
circular line, but also from top to bottom and conversely 
from bottom to top, — ^not only therefore in the direction 
of floor and ceiling, but also in the direction of the room's 
walls. There will always be new additional matter 
coming to the front, until in the end the Scheme of 
Undulation will become useless by reason of its growing 
and alarming complication, and then some genius will 
enrich us with a new Image which will combine Light, 
radiating energy, chemical agency, electricity, magnetism, 
in one single practical scheme paving the way for new 
discoveries. The new theory is already at hand, widely 
developed, only lacking as yet a presentation as Image.'^ 
Enthusiastic admiration is the due of those men who like 
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Democritus and Descartes and Kant endow the human 
brain with such schematic and creative illusions ; and 
unquestionable recognition is the meed of those men of 
exact Science who, like Newton and Helmholtz, by their 
scorn of fatigue, their gift of observation, acuteness, 
power of sensitiveness, and talent, not only enrich the 
treasury of knowledge, — adding to the already existing 
thougihts of genius which they have inherited, — ^but also 
render to mankind services of imperishable value. One 
need only think of the ophthalmoscope I The depreda- 
tion of exact science, as we meet with it here and there 
in the works of various fanatics and obscurantists, makes 
one so indignant because it denies manifest demonstrable 
services which every lamp-deaner can see even if he 
cannot understand them ; whereas the depreciation of 
philosophy and art is pardonable where it is due to 
stupidity or faulty education. We must have no mis- 
understanding upon this point. The one thing against 
which I defend myself is this, that an invisible chiirch 
served by a priesthood of narrow-minded, arrogant, and 
intolerant professors, who under the honourable title of 
*' learned " enjoy a quite unjustified respect, — since 
learning and power of judgment by no means of necessity 
go hand in hand*^ — ^that these enemies of nature, this 
tribe of fanatics should seize upon my understanding 
even in childhood, should annihilate its healthy power of 
observation, should hold in a scientific vice its healthy 
thought, and compel my belief in silly dogmas with a 
tyranny more cruel than the tribunal of the Inquisition. 
There is no need for me to believe in God : it matters 
little whether I am a morally strong, energetic, and free 
man : but if I refuse to believe in the hj^thetical 
medium, the waves that are rays and the rays that are 
waves, in the amplitudes and oscillations and polarisations 
and such abominations, together with the descent of man 
from apes and of apes from jelly-fish, then I am outside 
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the pale. Heimidi Hertz gives a striking example with 
reference to oar modem Physics. A piece of iron lies 
upon the table. Wlqr does this iron not fly into the air, 
or pierce the taUe in order to fall to the ground, or burst 
asunder into millions of atoms ? Just as in the case of 
Light, physics here set out such inninnerable so-called 
" forces/' all of them busily at work dragging the pece 
of iron hither and thither, that a mathematician would 
have to work for weeks before he could give a scientifically 
plausible proof that the piece of iron is really lying 
peacefully upon the table. Hertz writes, " But the truth 
is that all powers are so compensated as against one 
another, that the whole arsenal of them comes to nothing : 
that in spite of a thousand causes of motion which are 
present, no motion takes idace : that the iron just remains 
quiet. If we lay these conceptions before imprejudiced 
thinkers, who will believe us ? Whom shall we convince 

^ that we are talking of something real and not of the 
hallucinations of an extravagant imagination ? "'^ We 
may accept the power of imagination of science even 
though it becomes extravagant ; but that we should 
sacrifice our independence, our reason, our phantasy 
nourished at the fountain of perception, and lay it upon 
the altar of this Goddess of Abstraction, — ^that is some- 
thing that we must fight against with might and main 

\^ before it is too late, before this scientific barbarism shall 
have plunged us into the darkness of night. 

But we had proposed to ourselves to follow the course 
of the exegesis of Physics until we should at last reach 
something real and tangible, and not a mere imaginary 
perception. And here on the very page where there is all 
this talk of waves and polarisations, a little lower down a 
well-known idea beams upon me. I see the word Colour / 
and what do I read ? " the most striking peculiarity by 
vrtdch Light of varying oscillatory duration distinguishes 
itself is Colour."** The unprejudiced thinker to whom 
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Heinrich Hertz appealed will at first, as it seems to me, 
be staggered by this. Colour is oscillatory duration ? 
Yet there is no mistake ; for here is the definition : 
" when every aether-partide in the motion of hght 
alwa}rs, over and over again, follows the same course at 
the same time and at the same speed, then the Light is 
called simple, monochromatic, or homogeneous." The 
imprejudiced thinker is more and more puzzled. He 
remembers that to the Physicist Light and Visibility have 
absolutely no conmion signification ; in every ray of 
Natural Light the Phj^dst detects a great quantity of 
" Unseen Light " — ^there is the ultra-violet and the 
infra-red (or ultra-red) : it follows that every wave must 
have its colour, a colour which no human eye can see. 
What is colour outside of the circle of Red, Yellow, 
Green, Blue ? What is an invisible Colour ? Neither a 
perception nor a conception in any way possible. Besides 
this, Ph3^cs are compelled, as we have seen, to premise 
that there exists a boundless number of continually 
interchanging values of oscillatory duration : this 
claim, raised in a somewhat different form by Newton, 
who admitted an endless number of material Ught- 
corpuscules, cannot be denied by any one who is possessed 
of the elements of mathematical Phjrsics ; now the phj^i- 
cists reckon the number of oscillations in the deepest red 
at 400 billions in the second, and in the brightest violet at 
about 800 billions : according to the definition of the 
phjrsicists, therefore, there must be within the visible 
spectrum some 400 billions of different colours. In 
truth, however, in theory as in practice, we can well do 
with the acceptation of four primitive colours, as Leonardo 
has shown in many passages ; many peo^de, Helmhc^tz 
among the number, have thought it sufficient to dis- 
tinguish three colours.'^ Besides this there is no relation- 
ship between the accepted number of oscillations and the 
order of progression of the colours : the numbers rise by 
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a hundred billions and you are still in the Red; on 
the other hand, a few b^aily billions, perhaps ten <xr 
twelve, suffice to lead you out of the loveliest green 
into the darkest blue. It is a still greater tax upon 
you that you should believe that Red and Violet, two 
odours that so imperceptibly merge into one another 
that no art can draw a line between them, are the 
extreme opposites of one another, the one called into 

x^ being by the slowest of all oscillations, the other by 
the absdute fastest. Again, spectral anal]^ has taught 
us that flames which present exactly the same odour to 
the eye ccmsist of rays which occupy a totally different 
place in the Spectrum, and must therefore, according 
to the Physicists, correspond with different numbers of 
oscillations.** 

I might go on for half an hour upon this subject ; for 
so soon as mathanatical physics tread upon the dcmiain 
of colours, we wade up to our mouths in the thick slime 
of impossibiUties and irrecondlable contradictions. As, 
however, I am not prepared to go minutely into this 
matter, and as it is nevertheless my duty to convince you 
that it is no private opinion of my own which is forcing 
itself upon you, but that I am expounding undeniable 
facts, I should wish to recommend to you an excdlent 
Kompendium d^ Physik, of which I made special use 
in my student days : it is compreh^isive, dear, and 
strictly scientific.^* In the first lines of page 536 you 
will find these words, " our eye distinguishes different 
colours, which originate in the fact that the number of 
oscillations which strike our eye in the same unit of time 
is different." Now does not that give the impression of 

. a perfectly concrete, reliable fact ? The Dogma, like the 
credo in the catechism, comes first. Then the honest 
author brings forward a whole string of considerations, 
which are certainly not meant as olqections, for that 
Colours are oscillations is ft Dogma — Cursed be he 
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who would look upon the sacrosanct oscillations as a 
mere scheme for calculation ! — but these very considera- 
tions compel the author to a confession which you will 
find on the last line of the same page, — " Hence the per- 
ception of colour must be looked upon as a purely physio- 
logical fact for which physics have no further explanation." 
Thus in the first line the physicists' explanation of our 
perception of colour is given in concise language, and in 
the last line comes the confession that physics can give 
no possible explanation of the fact of the sense of colour. 
If we are to bring the two assertions into harmony we 
must premise that the Physicist makes a distinction 
between colour and the perception of colour. If he is 
speaking of colour, the word means no more to him than 
an epithetum omans for " duration of oscillation/' there 
exists no interdependence between Colour and Eye, 
colour is an objective physical phenomenon ; he talks 
quite calmly of rays which are sensitive to red, — not made 
satisitive by red — as if every wave-length wore its own 
livery ;^ but so soon as his Phj^cs take the eye into 
consideration the whole arti^al thought -phantom 
collapses. Light, the whole fabric of waves, of raj^, and 
of polarisations, — all is well and good until it clashes 
with the human retina ; but as for colour, there your 
hitherto all-powerful juggler must confess himself beaten : 
here is a soisation which his physics will not help him 
to explain, and now comes the phj^ologist whom he 
himself called in, and if the physiologist is like Johannes 
Mfiller,a true philosophical spirit, he will tell the physicist, 
" with the exception of the purely optical mathematical 
definitions upon the subject of elementary motions, your 
doctrines all rest upon the most obvious contradictions : 
Light is energy of the senses, and colour is an affection 
of the optic nerve."** 

We need go no further. We have reached the core of 
the matter. If you had already studied Kant, a word 
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would have sofficed, and you would be aUe to survey 
the whole lie of the land, as one looks down frcnn a lofty 
mountain peak upon the structure of the country below. 
That is the point to which you must be led, and you must 
once m(»« be guided to an understanding of Kant before 
you have had the op po rtu nity of studying the philosopher 
himBelf. 

Stand at the windows of this room and look out ! 
What do jTOQ see ? The green of the meadows, the blue 
of Heaven, the 3rellow of the com, the white of the snow 
mountains, and the grey of the clouds. All colour ! The 
wbxAe of your Seeing consists in a Seeing of Colours ; the 
conception Light is an abstract one, it is a collective 
name for all Colours. For if you consider the sources of 
light, such as the sun, the stars, and the flames and lamps 
which we use for the jntMluction of Light, they are in 
reality generators of Colour. Light without coloiur woidd 
he ^ cofftradictio in adjecto. Indeed, there is no such thing 
in existence as a white light. If a source of Hgfat appears 
to us as white, it is only a question of relative brilliancy, 
or else it is owing to the absence of any object of com- 
parison. The old-fashioned street lamps of oil appeared 
to be of a de^ m^mge-red cdoiur when the gas lamps 
were near them : gas flames are orange-coloured, in- 
candescent lamps red, incandescent gaslight that seems 
so dazzlingly white is Uue when se^i near powerful arc 
lights,** Whatever the eye takes in is Cdotu* : every- 
where Colour. And even white and Uack, notwith- 
standing that the careful observer is obliged to consider 
them as something special which he cannot without 
further elucidation put into the same csLtegqiry with the 
other colours, and though optical anal3^ teaches us 
that no active light contains them, still will be regarded 
by every independent thinker, as something related to 
Colour— as something positive. White is just as much as 
black a pHvaiione de colori ; physically it is the result of 
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every exact mixture of two antagonistic colours, for 
instance, of yellow and blue, or of red and green, because 
the one visual impression cancels the other. It is im- 
possible for us even to think of anything absolutely 
devoid of Colour ; it would simply become at once in- 
visible. But I would not have you beheve that I am 
trying to prove Light to be a mere cobweb of the brain. 
That would be nothing but sophistry. But in the same 
way as out of the experience of various tones I construct 
for myself the idea " Sound," which thenceforth assumes 
consistency, and under which all the phenomena which 
the sense of hearing perceives may practically and theo- 
retically be gathered together, so out of the experiences 
of my eye which one and all can never assume any other 
form than that of Colour, — ^because every affection of 
the nerves of the eye is Colour, — ^I abstract the universal 
conception of " Light," and if the expression " abstract " 
should seem too strong, — ^remember I am devdoinng no 
S3rstem, and am not weighing my words in a scale — ^we 
will substitute the word " derive " — the conception of 
Light is a thought derived from the perceptions of 
Colours. Do not run away with the idea that these are 
hair-splittings ; rather are we dealing with a real dis- 
tinction, with a distinction which the slightest reflection 
makes dear, and once made dear, may of itself suffice to 
render impossible the eternal confusion between the 
mathematical optics of the Phj^dsts and the doctrine 
of Colour of Goethe, which rests upon a dose observation 
of the perceptions of our sight. Colours are a rock against 
which not even the force of a Hercules can prevail. We 
can ndther add to nor detract anything from the concep- 
tion of red and Uue; and moreover they defy any 
attempt at definition. As Descartes says in his simple 
language : En vain nons de/inirions ce que c'est que le 
blanc pour le faire comprendre i celui qui ne verraU 
abseUmeni rien, tandis que pour le connattre il ne faut 
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qu'ouvrir Us yeux et voir du blanc.^^ The omc^tian 
" Colour " possesses no comprehensible element ; it is, 
to speak physiologically, pure energy of the senses, and 
to speak philosophically it is a sensation and eminrical 
perception. Light, on the contrary, is a matter of com- 
prehensicm: in this case the understanding meditates 
upon material afforded to it by the senses, and for that 
reason the circle of this comprehension is uncertain and 
unstable : it even Ues in our power to widen it or contract 
it. Under examination you would probably hold Light 
and \^bility to be the same, and Goethe's startling 
assertion that Light and the Eye are one and the same,^ 
would at once charm you as a sound truth : yet, as you 
have seen, to Phj^cs the omception of an invisible 
Light — ^therefore of a day that is night — is familiar, and 
science for the moment finds itself at a critical point 
where a new extension is gradually being acquired by this 
already widened conception, and not only invisible 
visibility, but Light which is not Light is accepted within 
the circle. For we are so far on the road towards com- 
prehending in one imited idea the phenomena of Light 
with those of electricity, of magnetism, and other mole- 
cular phenomena. This thought is not so new as the 
gentlemen of the Press, upon whom the modem world 
depends for its culture, imagine. You might almost say 
that it is seen as a germ in Plato's Tifnaios, and at any 
rate Descartes saw it floating before him, ev^i though 
the phenomena of electricity were too little known in his 
time for him to entertain more than something like a 
general presentiment upon the subject. Herder, in the 
2nd chapter of the 5th book of his Ideen, makes mystical 
allusions to the Identity of Light, Mthex, the Warmth of 
Life, allusions which have no scientific value, but which 
show how near the same thought was to him. Kant, 
however, in an eariier writing (1763), says, " There are 
strong reasons for presuming that the expansion of 
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bodies by wannth, light, electric power, thunder- 
storms, perhaps also the power of magnetism, may be 
various manifestations of one and the same energetic 
matter which is distributed in all space, namely of the 
aether."^^ And in his last unfinished work, he had very 
accurately served as pioneer to the modem theory, by 
the hypothetical acceptation of his " material of Heat 
or light," as a universal primitive movens.^^ This idea 
is one which it is no longer possible to lay aside, and 
if we then claim for light that it is a " peculiar form of 
motion " of the electric waves, or for Electricity that it 
is a " peculiar form of motion " of the light-sther, that 
is bonnet blanc, blanc bonnet, and is decided by practical 
considerations or arbitrarily. The conception Light is 
either so extended that visibility only becomes one 
phenomenon among many, or so contracted that Light 
itself only forms one special case inside a greater complex 
of molecular phenomena of movement. The various 
Colours, red, green, blue, yellow, orange, black, and 
white, on the contrary, remain what they have been 
from the beginning of time : on the one hand something 
entirely objective, a perception grasped by the under- 
standing which no thought could have generated, but 
only the practical sensation caused by the object, — ^and 
at the same time entirely and utterly subjective in so far 
as Colour lies altogether in my eye, and is an expression 
of my purely personal relation to the object. Since then 
Light possesses the elasticity of all that is thought. 
Colour is an immovable phenomenon firmly wedged in 
between Object and Subject, coyly rejecting any arbitrary 
handling. 

You now know ei^Lctly why our exact science has had 
such noble successes in the investigation of Light, whereas 
its dealings with Colour have led to such a jumble of 
impossibilities and contradictions, that the world is 
puzzled and the specialists who have any literary scholar- 
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^p begin to look up to Goethe as to a " Paradise Lost."*^ 
The conceptum Light is from the first derivative, inferen- 
tial, the child of oar human farain, torn away before its 
time from its mother, — the percqition of the senses, — and 
so we may deal with it as may seem good to us. Not, be 
it noted, in the sense that would allow us to invent or to 
ignore experiences or to turn them upside down, but in 
the sense that we should guide our experiences from the 
outset cm the road which they should f dlow in order to 
reach the arsenal of our Knowledge. That is the " supjdy- 
ing of s]^thesis " of which Kant spoke. The changes 
with which the Scheme has from time to time to put up, 
are but adjustments to facts which cannot be fenced into 
the chosen road Thus Newton's idea of Light as moticm 
differs from that of Descartes, — Huygh^is', again, frcnn 
that of Newton, — ^Young's from that of Huyghens ; and 
here again we are brought face to face with deep-reaching 
changes. In this connection it is neither the most philo- 
sophical intellect nor the powerfully seeing Eye that wiU 
work with the greatest success, but the man who like 
Newton, gifted with the greatest aptitude for mathematical 
combination, possesses into the bargain the sure instinct 
for the practical adaptation of what he sees to that which 
is abstract and capaUe of calculation. John Locke long 
ago made the remark that Newton's greatness consisted 
in the discovery of intermediate ideas.^^ As an observer 
of natiu^, Newton is not worthy to loosen the latchet of 
Descartes' shoe. Descartes' inspired thought of the move- 
ment of a propagating medium was too lofty for him, he 
could not concdve of Light otherwise than as matter 
thrown out by limiinous bodies ; and his eye was so inno- 
centiy unsophisticated that he felt compdled, two himdred 
years after Leonardo, to hold fast to the bibUcal number 
seven in relation to colours, and in his remarks about the 
colours of shadows, fell into Uunders about contrasting 
colours and the like, which any decent studrat of Painting 
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in Italy could have pointed out to him. And so his painting 
theory of emission with his doctrine of colour has gone 
the way of all manifest falsehood (not to say absurdity), 
and at the same time his whole conception of Light, 
including what was imagination and what was perception, 
tumbled to pieces. And then what remained ? Why do 
we all honour Newton as an immortal investigator ? 
In the first place there remained the calculations of one 
of the most marvellous masters of figures in the world's 
history, of an intellect specially incomparable in com- 
binations ; for Newton is an unerring teacher when he 
remains within his own mathematical domain, the 
domain of observation peculiar to the human under- 
standing : all that lay to the right and to the left of 
those calculaticms, the thoughts which gave birth to them, 
the perceptions to the explanation of which they were 
directed, all might be false, but the calculations them- 
selves were none the less correct. The next point is that 
Newton not <mly employed calculations which never can 
be upset, but that his intellect proved to be true in 
ever3rthing which might even indirectly be calculable, 
especially in the invention and ordering of experiments 
having for their aim the reference of phenomena to 
movements capable of analysis. For example, the 
phenom^ion of Colours, as to which Leonardo had 
made such keen observations, had no meaning for him. 
Never would he, like Goethe, have been led on the 
path of science by the sight of an aquamarine landscape 
with a purple dcy in the snow country: the great 
Colour-ph^iomena of nature, — ^the blue of Heaven, the 
green of the thicket, the white of the snow— are all 
emblems of rest : Newton hardly saw them. But, on 
the other hand, he did remark in his dealings with optical 
glasses, that if you press one glass surface against another 
phenomena of Colour arise. Here Colour stood in 
relationship to motion, and to a measurable manifestation 
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of power : here Colour must be pressed into the service 
in order that it should give Inrth to mathematical 
Physics I In Newton we have to deal with a mode of 
sight which is i»*actical and also at the same time intuitive, 
on account of which, even as a contradictory contrast, it 
may be placed in a parallel line with the method of seeing 
of the artistic genius. That is why Newton's calculations 
remained a great generative principle for future science ; 
that is to say, what he created — not its theory, but its 
practical ideas, and that implies the setting out of a 
number of points of contact between the mechanism of 
human thought and the mechanism of nattire, the 
inventive achievement of an abstract artist. This side 
of the Newtonian intellect, — and this alone, — it is to 
which the word " genius " applies, for here we see 
intuition and a bold combination of elem^its lying far 
apart. This recognition of the incomparable importance 
of Newton has been expressed in poetry by Albrecht von 
Haller, the great investigator of Natiu^, when he says that 
he-^" Find't die Natur im Werk und scheint sie selbst zu 
meistem /' — ^finds nature at work and seems himself to 
master hen** To master Nature ! that is not only the 
goal, but also the method of exact science, which shrinks 
from no violence of thought I Thus, for example. Newton's 
theory of gravitation rests upon two directly irrational 
, assumptions, empty space and forces working at a 
distance :* and it strides away over every observation of 
the senses, as we have just seen in the case of Colours : 
with this intent it builds for itself a kingdom, a kingdom 
of its own, in which observation of the senses has 
no place, which is at once quite abstract and quite 
practical. 

This contrast leads us at once, to a dear view of what 
Goethe's natural investigation strove for : a kingdom of 
that which is purely seen and unconditionally true. The 

* Fones working at a diftenoe : e.^. the moon acting upon the ocean. 
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two methods are diametrically opposed to one another. 
They take up no challenge : there would be no need for 
them to fight, if it were not that pa^on is apt to take 
the place of insight : indeed, the one might consciously 
help on the other, which so far has only occurred involun- 
tarily here and there ; above all, it would be necessary 
that all men of culture should as clearly recognise the 
relation, as the relation itself is clear. 

But before appljong all this to the understanding of 
Goethe, I must say one word more. For suflScient reasons 
I have in this lecture hitherto only incidentally alluded 
to Kant, yet as a matter of fact it is he who has been 
my guide : it is to him that you owe any intelligence 
that you may have gained. To show this more accurately 
would require a too minute enquiry into pure philosophy. 
Still, I should be loath to conclude this consideration of 
Exact Science without having, at least aphoristically, 
made two points, first to prove how correctly Kant 
grasped the essence of Science, and secondly how un- 
deniably Science itself, insensibly and involtmtarily, bears 
witness to the truth of his philosophy. 

From what I have already said you know how devoted 
Kant was to Science, subordinated to the exact method 
of ntiath^natics ; how entirely he was at one with 
Leonardo in the behef that that alone was vera scieniia, 
and that nuUa certexza was to be found except under its 
sovereign rule ; you would therefore not suspect that he 
could possibly wish to degrade it. In one monumental 
sentence he gathers together all that we have been 
learning about it, and I should like you once for all to 
impress that sentence upon your memories, because in it 
he is laying down something that hardly any man knows, 
and yet which we all need to know. '* Physics are the 
^ investigation of Nature, not by experience, but on behalf 
of experience." Here we have the essence and the value 
of exact science enunciated and defined. I take it that 
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after what has gone before any commentary is super- 
fluous. Your own knowledge now bears witness that 
Kant is right. But if the wisest heads amongst us are in 
doubt about it, if they go on confusing method and 
matter, if they imagine that it is by experience that they 
have laid it down as a law that colours are " a varying 
number of oscillations of aether/' whereas all these 
putative oscillations are, lock, stock, and barrel, CHily a 
method " on behalf of experience," that is to say, a method 
\ invented to widen the domain of experience, but not a 
method for coming nearer to what b experienced by so 
much as an inch : — ^then there arises the lamentaUe 
confusion by which we are now surrounded, and by 
which that principle of our being, which may be described 
as the innocent, the feminine, the receptive, and the 
"^ parturient principle, namely Perception, is cruelly im- 
perilled. 

I will say no more about this at present. Even if 
Kant is here only speaking of Phj^cs, you know that all 
science of necessity strives after Physics — and so this 
method of investigation, not " through " but '' on behalf 
of " experience, forces its way even into those sciences 
which are still at pains to tear themsdves away from the 
matter of experience. For example, the essence and 
value of Darwinism consists in the fact that this doctrine 
revealed a method on behalf of experience. Darwin. 
\^ like Newton, did not see clearly, and still less ^d he 
think deeply ; his, like Newton's, was a practical inventive 
intellect, uttferly without reference to Nature, and that 
is why the success of his labours was an enormous addition 
to the matter of experience.^ We shall return to this in 
a later lecture. 

And now one more word about the way in which the 
whole history of our exact sciences bears witness cm 
behalf of Kant. We are indeed standing upon the 
highest peak of a metaphysical mountain; I wish to 
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make just a tiny rift in the mist which shrouds every 
man who has not yet grasped the thought of Kant, I 
wish just to open out a little streak of the blue sky, and 
by way of commentary to bring into play not Abstraction, 
but tl^ practical history of our sciences. 

Democritus, up to whose time the philosophers had 
regarded the original characteristics of matter as quali- 
tative, looked upon the " QuaUtative " as being really 
qtiantitative. That was a Ixdd stroke, but it was a bold 
stroke which made Science possible. It was from him 
that Newton took the two important conceptions of the 
Atoms and Empty Space. Once admit that everything 
m\ist be Quantity, then, in order that it may have form 
everj^hing must be Motion : hence these two supposi- 
tions. This method of investigating " on behalf of 
experience," is called the Mechanical Method. Inside 
the same frame another method stands in opposition to 
it, the Djniamic : this was founded by Descartes, pre- 
iened by Kant, introduced by Faraday into Physics in 
opposition to the Newtonian conceptions, and Heinrich 
Hertz was intending to establish it in extenso when he 
was snatched away by death. It is the method of the 
more profound thinkers among the investigators of the 
exact school, which makes havoc of the absurdities of 
the mechanistic views. In this dynamic method a space 
filled without a gap is presupposed in which not hyposta- 
sised forces acting in empty space, but displacements, 
are the cause of all motion, and since experience is in- 
sufficient to make the calculation correspond, invisible 
masses and unseen movements have been invented in 
aid.^^ Outside these two methods there is no possible 
mathematical interpretation of Nature.'^ The exclusive 
stress laid upon Motion is common to both. But what is 
it that motion presupposes ? Time and Space, nothing 
else. Space for the " outer sense," Time for the " inner 
sense." And yet there is a third presumption : for *' in 
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Space, taken as such, there is nothing movable/' and 
" it is not Time itself that changes, but that which Time 
contains." In order then to be able to speak of Motion 
we require, outside of Space and Time, " the perception 
of a presence and of the succession, or consecutive order- 
ing, of its rules, consequently of Experience/' If then 
we follow up the histcny of our exact sciences, — ^whether 
we build upon Mechanism or Dynamism, — we discover 
that it is their princifde to adopt a minimum in the 
matter of Experience. Time and Space, with Motion as 
third : for anything more they have no use. They 
remove from Experience everj^thing which has no 
reference to Time and Space, and consequently cannot 
be brought into any relationship to Motion. The sense 
of the colour red, of the colour Wue, is certainly Experi- 
ence, but it is not the Experience of a "consecutive 
ordering." Blue is blue, blue is not red — ^and even if I 
construct for myself a scale of colour, it still hardly 
possesses a greater value than does the idea of the meta- 
morphosis of the bones of the vertebrae. For this con- 
ception of colour and of the scale of colour has nothing 
to do with Space, and contains no imaginable relation to 
Time, and so affords not the slightest point for mathe- 
matics to lay hold on. The Physicist therefore starts not 
from Colour but from Light, and even that he only 
seizes hold of where it suits him. The mirroring of out- 
lines, the refraction of images, e,g. when seen in wato: ; 
that is his starting-point, and indeed because there are 
here angles, and therefore something capable of measure- 
ment and calculation. The so-called Dioptrics, or science 
of refraction, preceded the mathematical theory of 
colours by a century : Kepler founded it in 1604, Newton's 
experiments upon the " Colours of Light " appeared in 
1704. It then became a point to discover some relation- 
ship between refraction and colour. You can easily 
obtain a simple and correct idea of the nature of Newton's 
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work with the prism in the interests of this discovery. 
If you construct a light-tight box, and make a hole in it 
with a fine needle, you will obtain on a photographic 
plate, if placed at the right distance, a beautifully sharp 
picture of the whole landscape. If in the same way you 
catch a so-called Ray of the Sun, then you will obtain a 
picture of the sun. But if you enter the camera obscura 
yourself, and draw this Ray through a prism, projecting 
the broken Light upon a screen, you will no longer see 
the picture, for it is ruined past recognition, but in its 
place you will see colours, and those colours will be in a 
fixed consecutive series. That this experiment does not 
carry us very deep into the essence of colour, as colour, 
is shown by what follows : you saw, just now, how 
lam^itably the Physicist fails as soon as he reaches the 
point where colour really exists, that is to say, the Eye ; 
but that troubles him little ; for his principle is, as we 
have seen, to give a minimum of importance to experi- 
ence : he does not work " through " experience, but 
" on behalf of '' it : and now he has what he wants : the 
Coloxurs at which he could in no other way arrive are 
brought into relative position in space fixed by law, that 
is to say into a geometrical consecutive progression, and 
that again means geometrical Motion ; and so he can 
also measure and calculate.^* " The mathematician," 
says Kant, '' can enter upon his construction of a con- 
ception from any datum that he pleases, without thereby 
being under any obligation again to explain that daium."^^ 
Not only does the mathematician pay no attention to 
an3^hing further, but he consciously and of his own free 
will pushes it aside, together with everything which 
makes Colour what it is : all that concerns him is Space, 
Time, and therein Motion : colour is for him a number of 
oscillations and nothing more; not indeed because he 
has in this fashion fathomed the depths of the matter, 
but because he lacks the power to move one step nearer 
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to the true ess^ice of anjrthing, by means of scientific 
methods. 

Rather than follow Goethe in his indignatic»i over all 
this, we will learn to look upon the methods and successes 
of the exact investigator as a testimony to the correct- 
ness of Kant's fimdamental conceptions of the human 
intellect* Kant teaches us, as you heard in the previous 
lecture, that there are " two branches of human intelli- 
gence; namely, the senses and the understanding, by 
the first of which objects are given to us, while by the 
second they are thought." What our senses give us we 
call Perceptions. For to-day let us leave on one side the 
one branch — the understanding. Let us talk only of the 
senses, the source of our perceptions. 

Within the senses we must learn to distinguish between 
the two parts of which Perception is composed, for that 
is the foundation-stone of the Kantian building: in 
every perception of the senses one part is emfHrical, 
the other part pure. The Greek word empeiria means 
nothing more than experience, but our more refined 
analysis needs the word experience for a special meaning. 
We will therefore not rebel against the expression " em- 
pirical." The empirical part of Perception is then that 
which we receive by sensation ; everything that you see. 
smell, hear, etc., is, — ^in so far as you take into account 
this impression only— empirical Percepticm. " The im- 
pressions of the senses give us the first occasicm to bring 
about experience." But before you can perceive as 
object an object afforded by the senses you must add 
something which is equally Perception, though not 
emjHrical Perception, — ^that is to say, not an impression 
of the senses, not a feeling received from outside, but 
something which you yowself contribute as man, and 
which Kant calls Pure Percepticm in omtradistinctioa 
to the other Perception. This pure Perception is the idea 
of space>^As Kant says, " the conception of space is the 
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form in which our senses perceive, and is innate in us 
before ever a ccmcrete object has impressed onr senses in 
any one particular direction."*' 

I do not wish to-day to embark upon metajAysical 
discussions : and so I lay hold upon a ccmcrete argument. 
You are aware that Natural Science has been developing 
itself, unhappily, out of touch with Kant, — ^for the most 
part in violent opposition to all philosophy : even such 
a man as Helmholtz, who busied himself much with 
Kant, yet in many essential points utterly misunderstood 
him ;*^ now I should like you to take up the work of 
one of the most ralnd anti-metaphysicians of our day, 
yet a pre-emin^it and trustworthy investigator ; Mach's 
Afuifyse der Empfindungen (The Anal]^ of Sensations). 
Here you will find, p. 93 of the 2nd edition, 1900 (104 
of the 4th), the assurance that the biological and psycho- 
logical investigations of the nineteenth century have led 
to the conviction that '' the perception of space is bom 
with us." As we do not propose to go deeper into this 
subject, this testimony, whidi is above suspicion, may 
suffice ; it comes from a quarter in which for a whole 
century men have been laboiuring to prove the contrary. 
Mach and the men of his intellectual school are certainly 
of a very different opinion from that of Kant : there are 
millipedes that crawl upon the groimd and eagles that 
soar in the air ; both have the right to live, and it would 
be foolish to exact that they should view the world from 
the same point of sight ; yet the recognition acquired 
with painful honesty that " the perception of space is 
bom with us," expresses the same fact as Kant's irre- 
futable metaphysical creed — " the conception of space 
is present as a form of our sense-perception," — and that 
means the conditional possibility of all experience — 
" before a real object has fixed itself upon our senses by 
perception." You must not fall into the absurd mistake 
of supposing that Kant meant that Space is not something 
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really present ; on the contrary, he calls it on that veiry 
^ccoimt pure perception, because Space is the fundamental 
condition under which things in general " manifest them- 
selves to us/' and thus at the same time determines the 
root of all p^iception. Moreover, you must understand 
that this pure perception by itself would serve us little ; 
tor, says Kant, " the Material or Real which is to be seen 
in Space, necessarily presupposes perception, and inde- 
pendently of that perception, which exhibits the reality 
of something in space, can by no force of the imagination 
be invented and brought into existence." Indeed, Kant 
gives here a fine definition of sensation when he says, 
" it is that which describes a reaUty in Space." We are 
not th^i floating in the clouds, but are working on behalf 
of knowledge attainable by every thinking man, and 
without which he can rightly grasp neither Goethe's 
investigation of Nature nor exact Science in its essence — 
and what we recognise is that in everything that nature 
in such generous measure brings to our senses, we mi^, 
within the limits of sensitive perception, and without 
reckoning all that our understanding afterwards adds to 
it, distinguish between a " pure perception " which 
constitutes form, and an " empirical percepticn " 
which constitutes the matter of percq)tion. We can 
apply the saying of Aristotle which I quoted at the 
b^;inning of the lecture: within the limits of the 
perception of the senses there is passivity and activity ; 
the conception of space is an " activity " of the human 
intellect, it is the condition upon wUch that which is 
perceive by sensation (and that is " passivity ") can 
be viewed. 

Now for the application of these considerations. 
Everything that is size, form, and quantity, manifestly 
bdcmgs to the conception Space, and that means to 
the domain of pure perception, to the domain of fonn, 
to the domain of the necessary purely human condition 
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of activity. Here arises the plain certainty of mathe- 
matics. There are people who cannot see red, others 
who cannot see blue ; empirical perception, that is to 
say the capability of grasping sensations, differs in 
different individusds ; but there is no man for whom the 
sum of the three angles of a triangle means more or less 
than two right angles. Again, I can in my mind construct 
a cone, that is to say perceive it, and out of this percep- 
tion develop all its mathematical essentials, without ever 
having had a cone presented to my empirical perception : 
while, on the contrary, I could never invest the cone with 
a colour or a smell, unless they had been previously known 
to me by the perception of the senses. If then in my 
investigations of Nature I confine myself as far as 
may be to the pure side of perception with the utmost 
possible neglect of the empirical side, I shall be in the 
enjoyment of two great advantages. In the first place, 
I take into consideration only that which is absolutely 
certain and universally valid, — ^the Formal, as you have 
seen, in opposition to the Material ; secondly, as I am, 
so far as possible, limiting m3^self to my own pecuUar 
human domain, I am able on the basis of fewer experi- 
ments to hurry on to further experiments, just as I 
investigated the essentials of the cone (that is to say, its 
mathematical essentials) in my brain. Empirical per- 
ception, that is, the perception of the outer senses, brings 
me at every step something new, something that I never 
had seen before ; whereas pure perception is despoticaUy 
confined to sure and fixed ways. Every voyage of 
discovery, every net that is sunk in the depths of the 
ocean, brings to light new forms of life, forms never 
suspected, never anticipated : every year chemistry 
discovers new elements; with modem telescopes the 
niunber of the celestial problems has only been multi- 
plied : on the other hand, Newton's calculations are 
to*day what they were yesterday, and ten thousand 
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years hence they will be just as true : they are more 
firmly built than the Pyramids of Egypt ; they lay 
down the tyrannical law of our own human intellect, the 
law from which we cannot escape, and with which we 
"master Nature/' Here, therefore, in the domain of 
pure perception, mixed up as Uttle as possible with 
empirical data, I can work on behalf of experience, and 
can give to the results of experiment a safe, incontro- 
vertible expression. For " empirical perception is only 
possible with the help of the pure contemplation of space 
and time ; what Geometry says of the former, therefore, 
holds good also, without any possibiUty of contradiction, 
of the latter/' Here, and here only, we obtain a firm grip 
of the latter. That is the somma certezza delta maiemaUca 
which Leonardo so rightly saw and honoured as the ideal 
for all scientific investigation. While in other fields the 
attempts at exact research are subject to change, so that 
as Kant says *' only fleeting steps are possible, of which 
time preserves not the slightest trace, in mathematics, on 
the contrary, its progress is along a high road which the 
most remote posterity will be able to tread with confi- 
dence." That is why exact science, — ^and to be exact is 
the strenuous endeavour of all science,— confines itself 
to Size, Quantity, Form, Motion : in its ultimate per- 
fection it postulates empty Space and Quantity — nothing 
more (see page 131) : so when you see that it cannot 
altogether brush away the qualities of which empirical 
contemplation tells the tale, as for instance Colour, it 
bends and forcibly changes them into Motion, true to 
the principle formulated by Kant, " everjrthing that is 
real in the objects of the outer senses must be looked 
upon as Force in Motion/' 

In this little exegesis I have for simplicity's sake 
always made use of Kant in order to render iatelligible 
the essence and progress of ovx exact Science : but now 
you need only invert the whdle story, — ^you need only 
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recall what I have said about physical optics, and you 
imll understand how I was justified in maintaining the 
proposition that our science bears witness to the correct- 
ness of Kant's analysis of the human intellect. It is the 
proof derived from experience that he saw aright. 

I have spent so much time over Leonardo's goddess, 
exact science, — ^that I have hardly any time left for 
Goethe's unmathematical method of perception. Yet I 
must hold this to be but a small evil. For assoon as you 
have grasped the essence of exact Science, you almost 
automatically obtain as a result the essence of that 
observation of Nature which prefers the empirical 
method, the impression of the senses, while it as far as 
possible pushes on one side the so-called " pure method 
of perception " as a mere formal principle, and only 
takes it into consideration where it touches the empiricsd 
and unites itself therewith, namely in the case of Form. 
'' Quantity and mensuration in their nakedness," writes 
Goethe, *' annihilate Form and banish the spirit of living 
contemplation."*^ Red is 400 billions of oscillations of 
the hypothetical light-aether in the second : we may well 
agree with Goethe in calling that a banishment of the 
spirit of living contemplation. It is in this spirit, in the 
spirit of living contemi^ation which has been banished by 
his opponents, that Goethe's observation of Nature is 
rooted. In order not to break through the circle, we will 
hold fast to his Doctrine of Colour. 

You remember how the phj^dst Helmholtz tackled 
the subject. First came an abstract definition of Light, 
then a rich mass of possible constructions of the " illu- 
sion," as Hertz calls it, finally came the question of 
Colour. Goethe on the contrary starts with Colour. 
" All Nature," he says, " reveals itself by Colour to the 
sense of the eye."*^ He declines to speak of the essence 
of light : " no mortal will ever be aUe to explain the 
nature of Light ; and even should any man be aUe so to 
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60, he would find no one to understand him or his Light." 
More comprehensive still is the passage in the preface 
to the Farbenlekre (doctrine of colour). " For really it 
is a vain undertaking to pretend to express in words the 
essence of any thing. We perceive results, and an 
exhaustive history of these results might at the most 
embrace the essence of the thing. In vain we take pains 
to portray the character of a man : but show us his 
dealings and his deeds together, and a picture of the 
character will arise. Colotus are the deeds of Light, its 
activities and passivities. In this sense we can hope 
from them to obtain disclosures about light/' 

I would not add a syllable to this : the Master has in 
these few words said all. My one wish would be that 
you should make friends with that beautiful, precious 
work, and learn to see through Goethe's eyes. 

I should gladly have said a little more about the 
Doctrine of Colours, but it would lead us too far. Only 
one thing I must say. If a brilliant process of discovery 
has testified to the value of the mathematical method, 
equally a century of experiments has led to the result 
that Goethe, and Goethe alone, has correctly observed 
the phenomena of Colour. In the matter of the Doctrine 
of Colour, Johannes Miiller is already out of date ; Helm- 
holtz, whom we have only just lost— out of date ; Hering, 
who is still with us— out of date;** Goethe, on the 
contrary, as a younger professor has recently assured us, 
"comprises the foundations of the most modem opinions" ; 
and that will hold good a thousand years hence. It is 
no part of Goethe's endeavour to find a theory, that is to 
say a mathematical formularisation. When his brother- 
in-law, Schlosser, asked him how far his Doctrine of 
Colour might agree with the hypothesis of oscillations, 
" I had unfortunately to confess that my method took 
no notice of the matter, but that the only object was to 
focus innumerable experiences, to set them in order, to 
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discover their inter-relationship and their position as 
opposed to and as agreeing with one another, to make 
them generally comprehensiWe."*® My further lectures 
will show that this position of Goethe's corresponds 
exactly with Plato's and Kant's critical method of the 
understanding of phenomena, in opposition to every 
childish attempt at their explanation. Goethe's Doctrine 
of Colour is the almost spotlessly dear reflection of 
empirical observations, and this is a more difficult under- 
taJdng, and needs more training than the use of mathe- 
matical instruments. The student in his very first term 
can make spectroscopical experiments — ^I know it from 
my own experience ; but to have such a clear insight 
into Nature as Goethe had, that is a matter of genius and 
self-education. Goethe himself bore witness that he was 
" not gifted with keen sight " ; Leonardo's eye, on the 
contrary, pierced like a dagger into the very heart of 
phenomena ; but I think that our theoretical endeavours 
will have rewarded you by enabling you henceforth to 
distinguish between keen sight and dear sight : if we 
accuratdy consider the schematising of the plastic artist, 
with which we dealt at the beginning of this lecture, 
we shall find it to be under the domination of the same 
despotic spirit that rules the schematising of an exact 
investigation : that Goethe could not paint does not only 
originate from any defidency, it may also be looked upon 
as the positive quality of a spotlessly dear sight. And it 
may well be that this most rare quality accounts for the 
fact that people have not even understood how to read 
Goethe. To this day you will find in every book about 
Goethe, whether it be the work of friend or foe, the 
assertion that Goethe taught the existence of three 
primitive colours. Red, Yellow, and Blue, and that he 
hdd green to be a mixed colour. Now if the book in 
question is under the influence of Helmholtz, you will be 
taught that Goethe was mistaken, and that the three 
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primitive colours are Red, Green, and Violet : if the 
book is more modem, it will [nrobably prove to you with 
ease, that the idea of three colours is nothing but an 
absurdity, since all phenomena of contrast show that 
colours run in pairs, and therefore that, as main ideas, we 
must in every case accept two, or four, or six, or some 
other even number of colours. Of these, as Leonardo 
was the first clearly to recognise, Red-Green on the one 
hand. Blue- Yellow on the other hand, are without a doubt 
to be accepted as primitive odours. To set up primitive 
colours, on the contrary, as Hehnhdtz did referring to 
Young, and at the same time to leave out Yellow and Blue, 
means a ne-plus-ultraof the art of combination devoid of aU 
observation.*^ If you take Goethe himself in hand, you 
will be amazed to discover that it never occurred to him to 
teach the doctrine of three primitive colours. It is true 
that he asserts that painters and colour-makers start from 
three odours because out of them they can obtain all 
the others;** but he himself fixes no number as a general 
proposition, but only affirms that colour proceeds from 
two extreme starting-points; nearest to the Ught a 
colour arises which we call YeUow: another one 
nearest to darkness arises which we describe by the word 
Blue.** And so far as the culminating point of these two 
extremes, leading through Orange on the one side, 
through Videt on the other, is Red (the Zenith as Goethe 
calls it) ;** while the depression of these same extremes 
through Yellow-Green and Blue-Green, reaches a furthest 
point called Green (which Goethe calls the Nadir) : — so far 
we may certainly talk of four primitive colours as Goethe 
sometimes does. We mi^^t therefore in Goethe's case speak 
of two or of four primitive colours, but never of three. 
But the truth is that in his view colour is a unity ; that 
is why he once suggests that Red includes all other 
colours.** But colour might equally be considered as a 
duaUty, inasmuch as "there are only two quite pure 
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colours," Yellow and Blue.** Here, as you will surely 
observe, the fundamental idea is form, not the conception 
of Numbers. And for that reason, unless I am mistaken, 
our most modem physiologists with their purely mechani- 
cal conception of colours are not so near to Goethe as they 
themselves fancy. It is true that their colour-cross 
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has set us free from the silly colour triangle. 
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and every empirical truth here signifies an approach 
towards Goethe, but I am afraid that Goethe must still 
wait a while before he becomes quite modem. True, he has 
said that to miderstand his teaching " needs nothing 
more than dear vision and a healthy brain." At the 
same time he has expressly declared that his teaching 
"is harder to comprehend than Newton's."*' Clear 
vision is as good as non-existent among us ; we had to 
wait for Goethe to teach us that. 

And so we arrive at the answer to the question which 
rendered this excursus necessary — ^whether what Goethe 
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aimed at, in express opposition to Leonardo, namely an 
anti-mathematical, and so far illogical and unscientific, 
con^xrehension of Nature, was not profoundly justified ? 
I hope that the questicm now presents itself to you in a 
quite different guise and stripped of all phrase-mongering. 
You have seen with your eyes the might, and at the same 
time the heggarly poverty, of the whole system of pure 
science. '' The mathematician is master over Nature," 
says Kant rightly enough, but what does the master 
know of his slave ? Nothing but the work with which he 
has entrusted him. Goethe faces nature in a quite 
di£terent spirit, and therefore with a different intellectual 
conception. His is not the ambition to master Nature, 
but to possess her intimately : she is not to work for him, 
but he for her; he wishes to re-create her and so make her 
his own. Exactly as we just now recognised Colour as 
something at the same time quite subjective and quite 
objective, so he paves the way for a view of Nature that 
shall be quite Human (without which it would be incom- 
prehensible), and at the same time Pure Nature, or 
perhaps it were better to say as nearly Pure Nature as 
possible. Mathematical Physics are, as you have seen, 
something painfully abstract : for whilst, as far as may 
be practicable, it pushes on one side empirical observa- 
tion, it not only denudes things of their essential nature, 
but it robs me as man of all the direct perceptions of the 
senses. There remain nothing but ghosts flitting hither 
and thither between object and subject. That Red can 
be understood as 400 billions of oscillations in the second 
v^ is a most important formula for science, and therefore 
for practice : for life it is absolutely without significance. 
La meccanica i U paradiso was no conviction of Goethe's ; 
he said, " mechanical formulae change the living into the 
dead."** His wish was to teach men to look upon life as 
something living. 
Here again there must be Method, otherwise there 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LEONARDO 179 

would be no unity and no goal to attain. The saying 
about phantasy which I quoted at page 121 — ^that it is 
very near to Nature and is the o&pring of Nature — 
gives you the key. The relationship with Art is patent 
and sure, comforting and inspiring. But never forget 
that other saying about the "exact phantasy of the 
senses/' do not forget that Goethe saw with incom- 
parably greater accuracy than Newton and Helmholtz. 
We are not dealing here with creatures of fancy, but with 
that which Goethe calls "the productive power of 
imagination."** Without imagination we men are lost : 
only think of the waves and the rays, and the polarisation 
of the hypothetical medium I But while mathematical 
science works with Schemes which have only been 
invented in the interest of the human brain, Goethe is 
striving to come on the track of Nature, and by the 
means of Symbols to discover and explain, not her 
mechanism, but her Ideas. On one occasion his language 
is as clear as daylight, — *' my impulse is the embodiment 
of Ideas." 

As soon as we have obtained a clear notion of Goethe's 
goal and method, we understand what Kant means when 
he demands of us that " we shall judge phenomena not 
only as belonging to Nature in her purposeless mechanism, 
but also to analogy with Art." But before speaking in 
this connection of Kant who in such a peculiar fashion 
goes hand in hand with Lecmardo and Goethe, it will fit 
our purpose to sum up briefly the result at which we have 
arrived in regard to the two ways of contemplating 
Nature. The riskiness of such an undertaking is well 
known to you, but this is not the case of a building in 
which we pttrpose to abide, but only of a milestone on 
the road towards the attainment of a living idea of the 
personal way of thinking of Immanud Kant. 

There is one mode of Seeing, analjrtical, aiming at a 
mathematical dissection of Motions, — and there is another 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i8o LEONARDO 

mode which is intuitive and directed towards an imaginary 
reproduction of Nature. Neither has any value xmless it 
is exact. The material, both objective and subjective, is 
in both cases the same ; but the direction of sight implies 
as condition a deeply reaching difEerence ; one man is 
unable to see the one end of the spectrum, another man 
cannot see the other end : that accounts for Goethe's 
inability to understand the essence of mathematics, — 
while it equally accounts for Leonardo's one-sided 
preference for mathematical interpretations. 

The analysis of motions leads to true exact Science. 
The principle of Science is the lordship of the human 
intellect, which imposes its law upon Nature empirically 
perceived. The organs of Science are Mathematics for 
that which is seen, the Logic of cause and effect for 
synthesis outside that which is seen.''® All matter of 
perception that cannot be assigned to one or other of 
these Schemes is put aside and ignored. We may there- 
fore describe Science as systematic Anthropomorphism. 
From this there result two deductions. Inasmuch as the 
Anthropos himself is a portion of nature, it is manifestly 
probable that he will be able to assimilate an important 
part of the phenomena of Nature according to the 
scheme which is specially his own ; to this the history of 
science bears witness. What he has assimilated according 
to this method is unconditional Knowledge : it is avail- 
able at all times and to all men. This knowledge is not 
the same as reality: it is only a Scheme; it hardly 
touches the essence of things ; yet it suffices for theory 
and for practice. That we should call the first deduction. 
And now for the second. On such a foundation it is 
possible to construct a flawless consistent building as a 
system of Nature, without the human intellect ever 
falling into contradiction with itself, without therefore 
any injury to the principle of thought, — correct logical 
sequence — and it is in spite of that possible that from 
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beginning to end, at every single stage, it may only have 
grasped a fragment of the truth. For the revelation of 
this fallacy which gives the lie to the whole essence of 
the world — (we might call it the error ex incomperio) — 
science affords no handle. A Goethe is therefore fully 
justified in demanding that Nature should be considered 
as not only mechanically logical, but also according to 
another method ; he is only wrong when he calls this 
other method of observation " exact Science."'^ 

The essence of the other form of seeing is more difficult 
to define, just because it is a purer method of seeing. 
Here the characteristic feature is devotion to Nature, 
the struggle to escape from the serfdom of anthropo* 
morphism. The Principle is Love, the Aim " the con- 
templation of Nature's own thoughts," the Organ the 
senses in partnership with Phantasy. That which is 
thought is here incapable of being known ; as the Indian 
sage Bartrihari says, "there are no words for this thought." 
Think only of the doctrine of Metamorphosis : the 
doctrine of colour runs on all fours with it. Yet we must 
always keep before our eyes what is the meaning of our 
so-called knowledge, and within what narrow bounds it is 
fixed ; rightly viewed, as we have seen, the knowledge of 
our Science is rather a method of investigating and 
mastering Natiure than true knowledge. By science, our 
powers, the physical conditions of our existence, our 
arsenal of the material of knowledge, are enriched. But 
it is only its subjective acceptation, and the elaboration 
into something personal, that enriches our intellect. 
And this is the way that Goethe adopts. Of his doctrine 
of colour he himself confesses that it cannot be taught, 
" it must be held as practical, not as theory." 

Let me here make my own profession of faith. You 
know how greatly devoted I am to exact science ; that 
is above any other the sphere in which, had the fates 
been kind, I might have been in a position to render 
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some service. At the same time I am finnly co D vi nc ed, 
that the greater the proq>erity of the devdofnnent of 
exact science, the more indispensaUe must become a 
purdy ccmtemidative conception of Nature, — and that 
m(»reover in the interest of human culture. And if we 
wish to define this method of contenqdation from the 
standpoint of Leonardo, that is to say from the standpoint 
of a strictly and logically synthetic understanding, then 
we must say that it is a contem|dation of Nature that is 
devmd of causality. Pure contemplation tdb us nothing 
of the past, nothing of the future, nothing of cause and 
effect. " The tracing back of effect to cause is a mere 
histmcal proceeding,'' sajrs Goethe. His doctrine of 
Metamorphosis is not the discovery of something that 
has taken [dace, but the setting forth of an Idea, — Idea 
of Nature, Idea of Man, which meet at this point : and 
in his studies of colour he is so far fnmi wishing to supplant 
an old theory by a new one, that he blames the inclination 
of men to " set aside phenomena " by an explanation, 
instead " of making themselves acquainted with Detail 
1^ intimate sympathy, and so building up a Whole.''^* 
But our whde educational training makes us rather 
" historical '' bdngs than creatures of the present, and 
those two conceptions. Moment and Sight, are nearly 
rdated. The man who in the contemidation of Nature 
busies himself to trace back a so-called Effect to a so- 
called Cause, follows the path of the mathematician : for 
just as the one prefers the forms of pure perceptioa, so 
the other prefers the iorms of empirical perception to the 
prejudice of experience afforded by the senses : he will 
see keenly, but not clearly, for his vision is trouUed by 
thought, that is to say, by sj^ematic S3^theds accord- 
ing to human Laws. Experience is, according to Kant, 
" a product of the understanding from materials furnished 
by the senses " ; that it b in every case ; but it makes a 
great difference whether the preference be given to the 
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dement of the understanding or to that of the senses ; 
exact science does the one, Goethe the other. For Goethe 
the question is one of reproductive, or let us say boldly, 
of artistic vision, — (which can only be the case when it 
is allied to Genius)— in contradistinction to an abstract 
observation of Nature which exclusively busies itself 
with dissection and peering into causes. If any one 
should teach us to suppress, not for ever, but at pleasure, 
this involuntarily schematising activity of the intellect 
in the interest of vision, and as Goethe said, of " con- 
struction," he would be endowing us with new eyes. Just 
as the mathematical method has been enriched with new 
instruments, so would this method of pure observation 
enrich us with new thoughts and images. Richer than 
ever before would the source of phantasy flow, because 
science has in the meanwhile been extending the field of 
the Visible. Unless we follow Goethe's example our 
civilisation will evaporate into mere equations ; Goethe 
has shown the road to culture. 

But it is not only Goethe who has shown it ; Kant has 
done the same. If only you should obtain a Uving insight 
into the fact that Kant, — whose eye so jdainly differed 
from Leonardo's and Goethe's, — ^yet shares the diametri- 
cally opposed views of both men in relation to the 
observation of Nature, and so leads to a harmonious 
adjustment between them, then the patience which you 
have shown to-day would be richly rewarded. You 
know how far he agrees with Leonardo: there is no 
difficulty about that : to perceive the agreement with 
Goethe requires a finer analysis. Yet it is such a distinct 
feature in Kant's being, that a few words will suffice to 
direct your attention to it. A later lecture will go 
further into this. 

Kant knew exactly what constitutes the principles of 
exact science. He writes, " we can speak of light-matter. 
Heat-matter, etc., because they are mere fictions of forces 
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which contain no more than a relative conception " (Ur, 
III, 598). And the same man who said, " there can be 
no true recognition of Nature without presupposing 
mechanism as the foundation of natural investigation " — 
you know exactly what he meant by that, and how he 
meant it, — ^the same man writes in the same place, " this 
is in no way opposed to the maxim to seek and reflect 
upon a principle in certain forms of Nature, which is a 
quite different matter from explanation in accordance with 
the mechanism of Nature" (Ur, §70). It is true that 
here Kant has in his head only a single other principle, 
that of Final Causes ; still in this work upon the power 
of judgment other principles come into play which only 
indirectly affect the Final Causes, as for instance in the 
great discussions over the ideas of genus and species, 
metamorphosis and persistence of form, etc. The Final 
Cause is in general, as we see in many passages, considered 
by Kant as of identical meaning with architectonics. 
We are dealing then with " Nature as a presentation of 
Ideas," as the same work says, " an effort," as Kant had 
already said in the essay on Pure Reason, " which 
deserves respect and following up." I would bespeak 
yom: whole attention for the following sentence. Kant 
says, " Taken literally and considered logically, it is im- 
possible to represent ideas. But if we widen our power of 
conception ... for the contemplation of Nature, Reason 
inevitably comes in, and brings forward the effort of the 
mind, vain though it may be, to make the representation 
of the senses adequate to these ideas " (Ur, note to §29). 
Here is a sentence which might have been coined from 
Goethe's mode of contemplating nature. To widen the 
empirical power of representation must be its keynote. 
It is just this very effort to widen empirical contem- 
plation, — ^the share of the senses, in contradistinction to 
the preference of a one-sided and so to speak abstract 
contemplation — which fundamentally distinguishes 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LEONARDO 185 

Goethe's method from that of science. And notice how 
our dear dry Kant speaks : " taken literally and looked 
at logically " ideas cannot be expressed, and the attempt 
remains " in vain " ; yet no one hinders us from casting 
away the livery of the Literal, and the serf's chain of a 
Logic ultimately leading to absurdities, as Kant himself 
has shown in his famous exposition of the Widerstreit 
der Vemunfi (the Antagonism of Reason). The idea 
" species " taken literally cannot be shown to the senses, 
yet in spite of that it forms the foundation of all science 
of beasts and plants : the idea metamorphosis cannot 
hold out against logical investigation, yet it is an idea 
which lies at the root of all comparative anatomy. 
Science only widens extensively, while on the contrary a 
fashion of seeing after the manner of Goethe widens our 
" power of representing the perception of Nature " 
intensively. 

It would of course be an absurdity to expect to find 
ideas working in a man like Kant, who kept his eyes 
closed, in the same sense as they did in Goethe. Descrip- 
tions alone gave him any Uvely conceptions ; in no other 
way could he see anything. A direct contemplation of 
Nature, of the widening of which he speaks here, so far 
as Nature in the concrete is concerned, could not exist 
for him. Face to face with nature he could neither 
discover with Leonardo nor invent with Goethe. His 
ideas — ^ideas of genius — ^in regard to surrounding Nature, 
are accordingly purely schematic, purely mechanical. 
His theory of the heavens is a good example of the way 
in which the Physicist searches " for " experience. But 
there is also an inner Empiricism, an inner nature. And 
here, here where Kant is quite at home, he stands in 
exactly the same position as Goethe stands in relation to 
surrounding, concrete Nature. There is indeed a form of 
idea which only in a case where the eye is directed 
inwards could develop itself to such a brilliant clearness. 
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that it mig^ at last, like the H(dy GiaiL blaze through 
the cavemoas daiimess* an idea whose counteqpart, — 
what Goethe caDed the God-Natuie« — is the idea of 
Freedom. The man who had f dlowed the mechanism 
of Natme, not only in the ooDsbnctioo of the world, but 
extending into the innennost f<M5 of the inteUectual 
activity of man, recognised moral iadependence as the 
blithest power of hmnan personality. That is an idea, 
an idea winch may not be capable of being expressed, 
but wtudk may wdl be "lived/' exactly as Goethe's 
endeavom- strove towards " living " the Nature aroond 
him. So long as I take as prinafde the mechanism 
of natural investigaticni, so l(nig I must look upon 
myself as a mere machine, or as Kant puts it " a 
Nature which the will subjugates " ; I must be aUe to 
exfdain every most ddicate impulse of my thou^t and 
feding just as mechanically as the essence of li^t, even 
thou^ I should be compdled to premise for the purpose 
many " peculiar fonns of motion of hypothetic media." 
Whoever denies that is working in the interest of obscu- 
rantism, and shows that he has no share in the Messing 
of true Teutonic science ; for him the whole devdop- 
ment of our knowledge of Nature from the fifteenth to 
the twentieth century has never existed. But does 
mechanism suffice for me ? As a thinking and mcnral 
being am I not compelled to feel that if I go no further 
I am lying to mysdf ? Does not the most intimate 
experience of every moment bear witness to freedom and 
responsibility ? Does it not prove the reality of '' a 
Nature which is subjected to a Will "' ? Remember how 
Goethe undertook the investigation of Li^t, not by the 
presumption of a h3^thetical being, but by the faithful 
exposition of his dealings, his activities, and passivities. 
In the same way Kant repudiates the idea that we should 
search for the essence and the importance of being a man 
in the study of anatomy and in the comparison of the 
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htiinan skeleton with that of other genera of animals — 
the rather '' are they only to be found in his dealings 
whereby he reveals his character." '• Here you have, as 
yoo see, almost literally Goethe's words about Light. 
And what does Kant, the mechanician and analyst, 
discover when he puts these dealings to the test ? " Man's 
freedom and independence of the mechanism of all 
Nature." But this view determines him to hold up 
before us men an idea (here called ideal because it leads 
to dealings which it is our business to make perfect), 
which is not taken up passively from so-called revelations, 
— which as a general propositicm is not pre-existent and 
waiting for our coming any more than is the idea of 
metamorphosb, '' but which may become reality through 
that which we do and that which we leave undone." 
Instead of theoreticaUy debating about Freedom it is 
our duty to prove it by deeds ; by Freedcmi we must 
realise ideals in defiance of Nature. 

Here you see Kant himself enlarging npoa that which 
in respect of man's relation to surrounding Natture he had 
only discussed theoretically, namely the representation of 
Nature in ideas, as opposed to an explanation of her as 
mechanism. The connection with Goethe, which certainly 
does not lie upon the surface, is here so intimate and 
deep, that I hardly think that it is possible to understand 
the one man apart fnmi the other. I do not think that 
you can attain a fully concrete notion, void of phrase- 
mongering, of what Kant understands by " Independence 
of mechanism," and " Freedom," unless you dip deeply 
into Goethe's study of nature; and, on the other 
hand, I am convinced that om: conception of Goethe's 
method of considering Nature remains dull, msuffident, 
and false, until we have realised that with him it is a 
question of something quite as direct, quite as truly 
experienced, as Kant's idea of the freedom of the hmnan 
Will. Goethe, hke Kant, wishes to carry out a work of 
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salvation, and in the case of both men the method is the 
same. Kant on one occasion writes, " Two things fill the 
soul with ever new and increasing admiration and awe, 
the oftener and more persistently my thought busies 
itself with them : the Star-studded Heaven above me, 
and the Moral Law within me. It is not permitted to 
me to seek and only guess at either of these as shrouded 
in a veil of darkness, or in the Transcendental beyond 
the range of my vision ; I see them before me and 
connect them directly with the consciousness of my 
existence." These words should remind you of Goethe's 
words, " Nature has neither Kemd nor Shell, she is 
everything at one and the same time.'" But for us 
men there certainly is a distinction between Kernel and 
Shell, and the inaUenable tendency of our mechanical 
science, in other ways so admirable, is to make every- 
thing into Shell, the star-studded heaven as well as the 
moral law: whereas Kant and Goethe are at one in 
this, — ^that they teach us how we are to begin to show 
everything as Kernel, in which — each following the 
nature of his special gifts — ^the one by preference fixes 
his eye upon the starry heaven, the other upon the 
moral law. 

Goethe's sajdng, " Instinctively I followed the same 
road as Kant,'" has grown more and more significant. 
It is my special hope that from Goethe's standpoint jrou 
are beginning clearly to see in its organic consistency the 
marvellous personality of Kant, so rich in what the 
superficial observer calls contradictions. Now, when 
you read the Critique of Pure Reason, and come across 
the often quoted and almost always misunderstood 
sentence, " I had to set aside Knowledge in order to 
make room for Faith," you will, I think, understand it, 
and that too, exactly in the sense in which Kant imder- 
stood it. There we have a touchstone ; ior no man ever 
had a more glowing respect for exact knowledge than 
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Kant, and no man read into the conception " Faith " 
so little History and so much force of living actuality. 
To separate these two. Knowledge and Faith, and having 
done so once more directly to reimite them, — that was 
his special distinguishing gift. 

For to-day my task is accomplished,and at the same time 
I leave the sphere of these two first lectures. With Ren6 
Descartes and Giordano Bruno we shall climb new 
heights, and much upon which we have already touched 
will appear to us in another light. Let me, however, in 
conclusion, say a few words about the great artist who has 
rendered us such conspicuous service. For it is Leonardo 
whom we have to thank for the incitement, indeed for 
the peculiar driving power, towards those considerations 
which have opened up to us so clear and deep an insight 
into Kant's inmost heart. Unfortunately we cannot in 
these lectmres busy ourselves more minutely with that 
wonderful man : still a most cursory glance will now 
suffice us for the discovery of more than one feature of 
his relationship to Goethe and Kant, and this last 
recapitulation will at the same time spread a bright, 
transparent, and protecting varnish over the colours of 
the picture that we have obtained. 

Leonardo, who so exactly agreed with Kant in his 
estimate of mathematical and mechanical investigation 
of Nature, has left behind him proofs that he too knew 
how to distinguish between a Nature which subjugates 
Will, and a Nature which is obliged to subordinate itself 
to Will. He writes. La necessUd i maestra e Udrice dMa 
Natura, *' necessity is mistress and guardian of Nature," 
— ^that is Nature as Mechanism ; and yet in another 
place he writes, il dono principal di Natura d libertd, 
" the chief gift of Nature is Liberty," that is Nature as 
Idea ; and the confirmation of this Idea in man he sees 
with Kant in the signoria di se medesitno, " the Lordship 
over himself," that is to say, what the German sage 
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called " Freedom from the mechanism of all Nature." 
This agreement is of itself interesting ; it points to the 
fact that indioever understands mechanism as the principle 
of the explanaticm of Nature, and, without leaving the 
slightest loophole through which any extravagance of 
idea might slip in, maintains it consistently, must 
inevitably in this way reach a healthy idealism: the 
conceptions Necessity and Freedom do not exdude 
one another, on the contrary they mutually depend 
upon one another.''^ In the clearness of thi3 recog- 
nition Leonardo is nearer to Kant than Goethe ; the 
latter was not sufficiently a mechanist to be a pure 
idealist. 

But we reach greater depths in this parallel if we take 
into consideration the relationship of Leonardo the 
working artist to Leonardo the man. Leonardo the 
theorist is a keen but inordinately strict, dry intellect. 
Often, in the none too easy reading of his works, I have 
been compelled to think of Kant. There is the same 
hatred of exaggeration, the same distrust of all that 
might believe itself to be intuition and inspiration. To 
his disciples he never speaks of anything else but measure- 
ments and calculations and technical practices, and he 
never tires of impressing upon them the " copying of 
Nature as in a mirror/' And now let us turn from his 
books to his works. Is what you find a copy, line by line, 
of a mechanically seen form? Is it not far rather a 
revelation of all that is invisible, indescribable, unthink- 
able, " seeking in an instant of vision to concentrate a 
thousand experiences " ?'* (Walter Pater). Never, with 
the possible exception of Rembrandt, has personality 
been so brought home to us : the most intimate secret of 
the soul rests, only half veiled, upon the peaceful features ; 
his female heads are the living representation of what 
Goethe calls das ewig weibliche " the eternal feminine " ; 
his figure of Christ has the significance of a fifth Gospel. 
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The same magic rests upon some of the pen-and-ink 
landscapes from his hand : 

als ob da drinnen ganze Weltenraiime wUren 
Wald und Wiesen, B&che» Seen 

unerfbcschte Tiefen 

" as if in them lay whole world-spaces. Forest and 
Meadows, Brooks, Lakes, . . . miplumbed Depths." 

And he, the empiric and mechanician, knew full well 
-wbBt secrets of the hinnan spirit are here disclosed. Of 
works of genius, he says : questa turn s'insegna came fan 
le maiematkhe, . . . non si copia come si fa le lettere . . . 
questa sola si testa nobile, questa sola onora il suo autore e 
resta pretiosa e unica, e non partorisce mai figluoli eguaU 
d se. "This cannot be taught like mathematics or 
cofHed like letters. . . . This alone remains noble, this 
alone does honour to its author and remains precious and 
unique, and never gives birth to children that shall be 
the equals of Itself." It is useless to degrade the pheno- 
menon of the human intellect to a matter of small 
importance, or to deny its existence, as we daily see 
attempted : it is a beggarly life which we prepare for 
ourselves in that way. True, the merciless realist calls 
man Ri delle bestie, "the King of Beasts," and he 
laughs at the monl^ and "other liars," who talk of 
the miracles of "the soul," where he, as anatomist 
and mechanician, has only found nerves leading to a 
brain ; but now he steps up to the canvas and produces 
upon it an Idea — ^the Saviour, the ri degU uomini, the 
King of men, as his mind's eye has beheld him, a work 
which cannot be leamt and cannot be copied, and which 
can never give birth to a son like to itself. And we--we 
draw near full of awe, blest with happiness, enriched for 
an time. We do not doubt the secret connection between 
the great man of art, the man who investigated the 
geometry of space and perspective, who meastued with 
compass and rule the position of every leaf on the tree. 
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of every musde in the face, — and the man who gave 
form to immortal ideas ; but here again the relationship 
is the same as that of Kant's example of the starry heaven 
above me, the moral law within me : in combination they 
complete my being ; but as cause and effect they stand 
in no relationship to one another. 

There are just two wcH-lds. Two worlds which stand in 
opposition and in contraposition to one another, which at 
the same time imply and exclude one another. You may 
perhaps remember an important conclusion at which we 
arrived at the very outset of the present lecture : namely 
that these two worlds are sharply divided from one 
another : they lie separated as it were by a broad stream : 
on the one side a bridge, on the other a ferry, leads from 
bank to bank : there are no other means of crossing. 
The World of the Senses can in no way directly obtain 
access to Thought and Reason otherwise than by means of 
Schemes of the understanding, and on the other hand 
the world of Ideas can only attain visibility on condition 
of borrowing Symbols from the World of the Senses. 
That is a fundamental fact of the human intellect, a fact 
long suspected, and laid down by Kant for all time. 
Every attempt to deny this twofold existence, which is 
of the very essence of our nature, and therefore of 
universal natture, is offering up the one half of our being 
as a sacrifice to the other. The Mystics, among whom 
we must reckon intellects like Schopenhauer, either 
dispute the mechanical law, or violate it at many points, 
and thus play havoc with om: understanding : the scien- 
tific Monist acts even more despotically : for while the 
one only repudiates the abstract mathematical, the other 
rejects the concrete evidence of the senses. The course 
of exact science refutes the first, every genius convicts 
the second of lying. And what I vdsh to impress upon 
your minds is that Goethe's creative ideas about organic 
Nature and the essence of Colour, and Kant's creative 
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ideas about the construction of the human intellect, and 
about the connection between the two natures, should be 
accurately examined and judged precisely in the same 
way, as we examine and judge an original artistic pro- 
duction due to the pure creative power of Leonardo. 
We have sufficient evidence that men of true genius 
occupy themselves with exact Science : yet it is foolish 
to expect creative achievements from science as such. 
Whatever inspirations science brings to light are not 
original but practical discoveries of Nature; none the 
less does science deserve praise on that account : but it 
is a higher matter when Nature in man crosses over to 
the work of discovery, and in a paroxysm of the intellect 
gives birth to a new thing. But to measture this with a 
yaxd-measure is a ridiculous undertaking. It is only the 
free, open eye which will convince us here, not the Logic 
which is like the crutch of the blind man groping his way : 
the two methods, combined yet ever estranged, stand 
over against one another like the oscillations and colour. 
Granted that Goethe and Kant were both technicians, 
yet here too there is a mysterious connection between 
passivity and activity, between experience and idea, 
between empiricism and creative power, just as in what 
concerns the unconscious method of life, there is a 
connection between Scheme and Symbol, Technics and 
Phantasy. No man is further removed from the bungler, 
no man is more industrious, than the Genius. Fifteen 
volumes has the Weimar edition already devoted to 
works of Goethe on investigations of nature ; turn over 
those leaves if you are minded to learn how tirelessly, 
Mdth what painful accuracy, how soberly, the great 
man studied nature. Kant on his side has surrounded 
his solitude with such gruesome moats and fortifications 
of philosophical technicaUties that much courage and 
persistence are needed to penetrate into the interior. 
And just as I could not avoid criticising Goethe the 
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technician, so it will s^em difficult to many people to 
subscribe altogether to the Kantian technics. But 
exactly as Leonardo, the mighty artist, jdaced ideas in 
living form before our eyes, so also did Goethe, the ptire 
Seer of Nature, the founder according to Johannes 
Huller of a new ideal of Natural History, and so also 
did Kant, the august enlightener of the soul of man. 
Their worics are creative achievements of Genius. These 
guide us to the inmost mjrsteries of nature veiy differently 
from the ways of mathematical science. For as Goethe 
teaches us, " the way of Nature is the way upon which 
you will of necessity meet Roger Bacon, Homer, and 
Shakespeare." This way, gentlemen, is the one which 
we seek to tread in these Lectures, the way upon which 
we meet Nature herself as she reveals herself in her 
noblest creatures. If I have succeeded, in ever so modest 
a manner, in leading you upon this road to which Goethe 
points, then there should arise before you the vision of 
three giants, Leonardo, Goethe, Kant, each standing out 
as a perfectly distinct personality : thrice the glorious 
eye of genius meets your own : a threefold stream of 
Light floods over your world. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DESCARTES 
UNDERSTANDING AND SENSIBILITY 

WITH AN EXCURSUS UPON ANALYTICAL 
GEOMETRY 



Water is always like water, 
but it has a quite different 
taste when drawn at the 
fountain head from what it has 
when drunk out of a pitcher. 
Discartes, 
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THERE are days and days, and I confess that 
it is with some hesitation and distrust that I 
address myself to-day to the task of continuing 
our observations in common. For now I have 
to travel with you through regions which it will not be so 
easy to make dear as it was so long as we had the eye 
of a Goethe and a Leonardo to lighten us on our way. 
The comparison with philosophers who were at the same 
time artists revealed to us much that was of fundamental 
importance, and gave rise to observations which could 
not but result in a deep insight into the personaUty of 
Kant, in the narrower meaning of the word, but now we 
must face about, we must once more fix the lenses of our 
eyes upon a nearer focus ; we must bring into comparison 
philosophers who in their turn will lead us far, but on 
another road ; men, the atmosphere of- whose lives does 
not consist in Beauty and Art, but in research and 
thought. To-day we will busy ourselves with Descartes 
the criticaUy empirical, mathematical thinker, and in 
the next lecture with Bruno the logical schoolman and 
enthusiastic thinker. 

You must not misunderstand me. There is no such 
thing as an absolute artist, no such thing as an absolute 
mathematician, and above all no such thing as an 
absdute philosopher. This sort of classification into 
profes^ons will never succeed even with half-important 
men. Goethe and Leonardo were both of them, as we 
have seen, great investigators of nature, and tlunkers : 

197 
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Bmno and Descartes on their side possess in a {h^ 
eminent d^ee the artistic gift of putting into shape : 
Bruno, in his manner of thinking and speaking, is as 
much a poet as Plato was ; and Descartes, the masterful 
thinker, is so penetrated with the value of perception 
and the empirical investigation of nature, that he is the 
bitter enemy of genuine professional philosophy. We. 
however, are dealing to-day solely with that which I 
should like to call the characteristic intellectual attitude. 
In Goethe and in Leonardo it is distinctly directed 
outwards : the primacy of the Eye is dominant in both, 
and indeed of the eye both as a receptive and reproductive 
machinery of the senses. It is true that we found the 
result to be very different in the two men ; for behind 
two equally powerful eyes two brains gifted in varying 
directions take up impressions, and work them up each 
in its own way. In Leonardo the gift of sight is more 
precise and, in the widest sense of the word, more correct 
in its perspective ; this he owes to the power, which we 
recognised in the previous lecture, of referring all that he 
saw to the inner scheme of percepti<m ; before Goethe's 
eyes, on the other hand, the outlines are uncertain, his 
power of schematising is insufficient, and he mixes up his 
thought with everjrthing : but it is exactly this which 
bestows on him the gift of illuminating the very depths 
of Nature, depths where without the lamp of creative 
thought, dark night reigns. Leonardo sees the rdation- 
ship of things to one another, Goethe sees their rdation- 
ship to the human intellect ; in Leonardo's understanding 
the masculine element prevails, in Goethe's we find un- 
mistakable feminine or receptive constituents ; hence 
Leonardo's thought is keen, mechanical, sdentific, and 
easily grasped, whereas Goethe's is deeper, more iridescent, 
ba£9ing conception, because it is pregnant with presenti- 
ments too wild to be tamed into words. We shall go 
further into this in a future lecture ; for the moment 
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we most be contented with recognising the fact that this 
precise intellectual habit, the method of looking out- 
wards, is the common property of both Leonardo and 
Goethe. At the same time this habit distinguishes both 
from Kant, even though a closer examination has re- 
vealed to us so many points of contact in the manner of 
Seeing between him, the artist in thought, and those two 
artist-sages. But now, for the sake of comparison, we will 
summon into court two men with essentially different 
qualifications, — men whose innate intellectual habit 
points inwards. I say " inwards " because these thinkers 
in the first place consult their own thought, and only 
later on turn to Nature : they do not trust the impression 
which comes from without, not, that is to say, until they 
have, as far as may be in any way possible, tested and 
dissected the whde details of the inner diagnosis : this 
method of procedure is the exact opposite to that followed 
by Goethe and Leonardo. This habit I call the method 
of looking inwards. Ren6 Descartes and Giordano Bruno 
will, as I think, answer our purpose : neither of the two 
is so nearly akin to Kant as to prevent dark shadows 
being thrown upon the picttire from them upon him, and 
on the other hand, in respect of talent and feeling, these 
two great philosophers are just as fundamentally different 
from one another as Leonardo and Goethe. They have 
in common only — ^but this " only " means very much — 
the habit of the specific thinker. Bruno, the Goethe of 
our second pair of philosophers, exclaims, Gli bent de la 
mente non aUronde che doll' istessa menU rostra riportiatno^ 
(it is from the mind itself and from no other source that 
we acquire the riches of the mind), — ^and Descartes, the 
strict empiric, the Leonardo, says deUberately, // West 
aucune question plus importante d risoudre que celle de 
savoir ce que c'est que la connaissance hutnaine, et jusqu'oA 
die s*itend, . . . Rien ne me semble plus absurde que de 
discuter audacieusement sur les fnystius de la nature sans 
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Moif une seulefais cherdU si Vesprit Immain peut 9lteinire 
jusque U.* 

These few words will have sufficed to show you with 
what manner of man we have to deal here; at the 
same time the patent relatioosbip to Kant's objects 
and methods and convictions is at once striking. The 
investigation of the essence and of the limits of human 
knowledge describes exactly a great part — the critical 
part— of Kant's Life-work, and that the peculiar riches 
of the mind must be acquured from within and not from 
without, puts into a few words what Kant looked upon 
as his positive, practical, and edifying achievement 
But even the points of difference will teach us much. 
The life-stories of the seigneur du Perron (Descartes) and 
of the man of Nola (Bruno) show conclusively that these 
two men as regards their intellectual talents are far 
removed from Kant. In the first lecture we saw how 
deeply rooted in Kant's method of perception and in his 
adoption of ideas was that peculiar feature which made 
him so painfully avoid even the shortest journey; 
Bruno and Descartes, on the contrary, move restlessly 
from place to place, and from country to country, as the 
spirit moves them. Bruno, with his apostle's nature, 
needs new contacts, new excitements, new disputations ; 
he is bound to strike sparks out of lite, to kindle flames 
in hearts ; wherever he goes he arouses glowing love and 
irreconcilable hatred. Descartes, the reserved man of 
the world, travels in order to be alone, enjoys in cities 
" the solitude of the remotest deserts," steals away 
from a place as soon as his presence is noticed, and at 
the same time, by a systematic observation of the differ- 
ently constituted men and nations, religions and customs, 
seeks to free himself from the prejudices which are 
rooted in us all. Je ne fis auire chose que router fa et li 
dans le monde, tdchant d'y Ure spectateur pUU6t qu'adeur 
eu toutes les comidies qui s'y jouent.^ Such a funda- 
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mentally different ordering of life points to far-reaching 
differences in the essence of the intellect : we may 
premise without going further that Bruno and Descartes 
'* saw " otherwise than Kant did. This will be especially 
clear in the case of Bruno, who, in spte of the purely 
philosophical tendency of hi^ intellect, is in many respects 
the veriest antipodes of Kant, and as such can render us 
valuable service, whereas in Descartes the close kinship 
leads us to penetrate the inmost secrets of Kant's method 
of perception, while allowing us to leave on one side the 
many points of difference between the two as having no 
value for the object which we have in view. 

Among the very great thinkers of the world's history 
perhaps none has been so scurvily treated as Descartes ; 
he, — I mean the true Descartes, — ^is as good as unknown ; 
the shadowy being that under this name is represented 
to our imagination, is a mere ghost-like caricature. Here 
was a man who with desperate energy fought to purge 
himself and us of all philosophical phrases; whose 
burning endeavour it was to tear philosophy out of the 
toils of a logic as arrogant as it was impotent, and to 
open its eyes to the one and only productive authority 
of pure perception ; a man who in open and indignant 
opposition to the schools cried out, " the whole sum of 
human science consists in seeing distinctly " ; — and of 
this man the vast majority of cultured people know 
neither the personality nor the life nor the achievements, 
with the exception of just one single saying which has 
been thrashed out until it has become a mere phrase—^ 
cogUo, ergo sum, — a mere jingle of syllables, unless we 
knew how it originated in Descartes, and whither it led 
him. Just think how it would be if some future history 
should have nothing more to report of Bismarck than 
that his was the saying, " We Germans fear God, and 
nothing else in the world," as if this very disputable 
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phrase represented the sum-total of the achievements of 
his richly active hf e ! Where is the difference, if we only 
take comit of one ambiguous and much misunderstood 
saying of the pioneer in mathematics, the physicist, the 
anatomist, the kosmologist, the philosopher, of the man 
who perhaps more than any other has so enriched our 
treasure of constructive imagmation that to this day 
philosophy and science are refreshed by the stimulants 
of his genius ? But as though it were not enough that a 
philosophy resting upon the broadest foundation of an 
all-embracing, manifest consideration of nature, should 
have been to such an extent turned topsy-turvy by degra- 
dation into mere logical and psychological nut-cracking 
— ^beyond all this we are even robbed of the man's 
personality. Descartes was an aristocrat by Inrth, — by 
the bent of his intellect an extreme individualist. He 
does not only hold himself aloof from his fellow-men, 
choosing an abode in foreign parts, and leaving a town 
as soon as he becomes known and gets entangled in 
social relations, — but even intellectually he surrounds 
himself with a high wall lest the doctrines of the con- 
temporary philosophical guilds should find their way in, 
and even for the time being digs a deep moat to keep the 
wisdom of the ancients at a respectful distance. To treat 
with scorn the nuUities of the professional philosophers 
— les bagatelles d'icole — is for him the distinguishing mark 
of a " princely character," and of himself he confesses, 
" not the understanding of the arguments of others, but 
personal investigation on my own account is what con- 
stitutes for me the greatest happiness of study." It is in 
a quite different sense from Schopenhauer that Descartes 
is a great Eremite ; for in him there is none of the 
bitterness or vanity of solitude, it is a proud and peaceful 
self-contentment. It was only after long years that the 
incessant pressure of so respected a friend as Pater 
Mersenne determined him to publish, and it would have 
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remained at that fragmentary beginning, had not the 
request of an exalted friend, the Countess Palatine 
Elizabeth, stood in the Ught of a royal command to so 
perfect a man of the world. Je ne recherche point Us 
bonnes grdces de la poptdace, he writes with quiet disdain 
ixi a private letter : but with him populace has a wide 
meaning ; for when Mersenne communicates to him the 
criticisms of the most learned men in Paris, he answers, 
" I have long known that there are asses in the world, 
1>ut I set so little store by their judgment, that it would 
vex me to be obliged to spend upon it even a minute of 
my leisture and my peace." No more is needed to show 
that an investigator who so resolutely follows his own 
road, and avoids all contact with the officially recognised 
masters of scholastic thought, will not easily develop a 
system of philosophy fitted to be formulated into ^ 
strict scholastic diape. The picture of the world that 
Descartes unrolls before us, is no grafted scion such as 
vfe are used to see in philosophy, but a tree grown from 
the seed. Plato hangs upon Socrates, and also upon 
Pythagoras, Anaxagoras, Heraclitus, and others : Aris- 
totle springs from Plato ; Bruno from Plotinus, Lucretius, 
Cusa; Locke, Berkeley, Spinoza, Leibniz from our 
Descartes ; Kant, too, springs from Descartes, and from 
Leilmiz, Locke, Rousseau, Hume ; and so it is with all of 
them ; Descartes alone stands by himself. And although 
he is convinced of the truth of his perceptions, hoping 
that their victory will result in a new birth of the sciences, 
still he keeps such jealous watch over his independence, 
he is so deeply concerned to be left even after his death 
inviolate in his proud isolation, that he starts by declaring 
that his method is for himself alone, not for others; 
mon dessein n'est pas d'enseigner la methode que chacun doit 
suivre pour bien conduire sa raison, mais seulement defaire 
voir en quelle sorte fai idchS de conduire la mienne ; — and 
so over and over again he does not shirk the paradox 
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that his philosophy is vend of all originality, which he 
only admits openly in order that the good peofJe may 
not fall into the idea of making his name the ceatre ol 
a school. The idea was to him a scarecrow that thexe 
should come men who would imagine that they could 
in a day compass that of which he had realised the insight 
after twenty ]reais of study and educaticm, and thai 
upon it they should build up a Philosophy fit to make 
one's hair stand oa end» should delude themsdves into 
the noticm that this Philosophy was the result of his 
" Principles/' and assure the world that he, Descartes, 
was its founder.* It is touching to hear how he implores 
posterity, — " never believe that the things of which 
people are assuring you sum up my teaching, and 
originate in me: ascribe to me only that which 3rau 
gather from my own mouth " — and his real wish, that 
is to say his wish in opposition to the founding of a 
school, he tells us clearly Plough in the same passage, is 
ou/vrir qudques fenitres, not to build up a system, but to 
" tear open the windows and let in the light " for aD 
those who have eyes to see. You can now distinguish 
broadly, what occupied this great intellect, and what 
must needs be his aim when he at last allowed himself 
to be talked over into appearing in public. Himself a 
free personality, who at the expense of great labour had 
torn from his eyes all the bandages which education* 
parentage, the wisdom of the schools, the doctrines of the 
Church, had bound round them — ^his aim is to educate 
free personalities, and with that object not to teach 
them, — in the sense that is to say of the schook, — ^but 
to lure them on, and to do for them as he had done for 
himself, namely, to open their eyes, and make them 
teach themsdves by means of perception. By " philos- 
ophy " he understands literally the opening of the eyes, 
ocidos aprnreJ^ And since this is the fundamental 
principle of Descartes' personality and teaching, so he 
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cares nothing for the fixed establishment of great, 
universal, irrefutable principles, but gives himself a free 
hand in the intimate description of his often quaint ideas 
ivliich only fit in with his own personality. Only look at 
his portraits I look at his innocently amazed outlook 
over the world, and his slyly ironical smile at the wisdom 
of mankind I Why I the man is anti-scholastic to his 
finger-tips. Even the famous cogito, ergo sum {" I think, 
therefore I am ") is no logical conclusion, at any rate for 
him, but the verbal expression, clothed accordingly in 
the rags of logic, for a definite perception : and when the 
professional schoolmen want to split hairs with him on 
the subject he winds up the argument by saying, "" I 
do not argue the question of my being by a syllogism, 
but I perceive it/'* 

This was the man whose fate it was to become*- 
beyond the grave — ^the sacrifice of the populace in a way 
no other thinker did. Hardly was the breath out of his 
body when the European world of learning became 
divided into two camps, the Cartesians and the anti- 
Cartesians. The proud Eye, so wise, so lovable in spite 
of all its distrust, was closed; and now it was to be 
anatomically dissected and lectured upon. The teaching 
of Descartes, '" perfected " — as usual — ^by all manner of 
insignificant and contradictory minds, was transfcmned 
into a system of scholastic definitions and rigid dogmas. 
Descartes had said, '" as for the search after definitions, 
we can leave that to Messieurs les Professeurs " ; in very 
many cases definitions only serve to make dark what is 
clear ; the professor with his subtle distinctions clouds 
the natural Ught of the understanding, and ends by 
making an obscure problem out of what every peasant 
knows. Descartes had been indefatigable in confining 
1(^0 within the narrow bounds of its justified effective- 
ness, since, as he says. Part syllogistique ne sett en rien 
d la dicouverte de la vMti ; whereas the art of logic is a 
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chief mstrument of the schoohnen for talking of things 
about which they themselves know nothing.^ A few 
yeaixs after his death there arose a complete logical 
system, the '" Logique de Port Royal/' which pretended 
to be founded on his teaching. A very short time elapsed 
and this so-called Cartesianism was in the very centre of 
the conflict over the Eucharist : Calvinists and Jansenists, 
the deniers and the champions of the Real Presence of 
the Body and Blood of Christ in the bread and wine, 
both ^pealed to Descartes : in his grave he was marked 
as the founder of the philosophia eucharisHca ; his loftily 
idain writings, conspicuous for their frankness, were 
forced to serve, like the arcana disdpiifUB of the ancient 
m]^teries, as evidence for and against the most abstract 
cobwebs of the brain, and between whiles the Physicists 
dragged out the over-hurried hypothesis of a genius on 
the Gjnrations of the Kosmos, fighting for and against it, 
as if the Personality and nature-teaching of Descartes 
must stand or fall by it ; while Freethinkers and Pietists 
both took possession of the so-called automatism of beasts, 
out of which they drew opposite conclusions. For more 
than a century the world was filled with the roaring of the 
Cartesians and the bellowing of the anti-Cartesians ; of 
Descartes, the lonely investigator and thinker, there was 
no longer any talk. And when at last, in no small measure 
out of seed which he had sown, a new science and a new 
philosophy had gradually grown up and waxed strong, 
universal contempt washed away the barren Cartesianism 
and the equally barren anti-Cartesianism. The great 
personality of Descartes had long since faded away. 
Only the ill-starred cogito, ergo sum was bandied about 
like sea-wrack on the all-devouring ocean of the world's 
history. 

True, Descartes receives honourable mention in the 
philosophical histories. Schop^ihauer's dictum, "the 
Father of the Modem Philosophy," has been universally 
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repeated ; but it is alwa)^ in the sense of what is called 
in stage language unpire noble, an honotired but not much 
noticed person of distinction in the background. I can 
unhesitatingly recommend to you the first volume of 
Kimo Fischer's comprehensive work upon the modem 
philosophy: he gives at any rate a fairly exact bio- 
graphical account of the man : but even here Descartes 
is so dealt with that he falls behind the other philosophers ; 
and although there is much material given for a repre- 
sentation of his personality, this very representation, the 
portrait of such a wholly individual intellect, the plastic 
bringing into evidence of his special significance, is a 
failure. In most of the other handbooks you will only 
find one chapter about him, entitled " Descartes and his 
school," or simply " Cartesianism." He who said, " the 
great intellects talk nonsense as soon as it is their disciples 
who speak for them, for it is perhaps outside all experience 
that any pupil should have equalled his master," that 
very man hardly exists any longer save in the title for a 
School I Nay, more : when all is said and done, few of 
our profes^onal philosophers are so equipped as to be 
capable of understanding the true Descartes; for 
Descartes, as you will already have observed, is far more 
of a contemplator of natture than a philosopher in the 
scholastic and still authoritative meaning of the word : 
indeed we might frankly call him an anti-philosopher. 
For him philosophy, — ^this is his own literal definition — 
is a tree, " the gcdden tree of life " ; its metaphysical 
roots strike into the dark earth, and as Descartes humor- 
ously remarks, it is not upon roots that fruit usually 
grows ; the mighty stem is the science of physics, under 
which he comprehends the universal laws of all motion, 
and this stem branches off into the many empirical 
ramificaticms of knowledge, at the points of which flowers 
at last bloom, and the blessing of fruit ripens.^ You 
need only look at Descartes' chief systematic work, the 
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Primiples af Phitosopky. In Cousin's editkm the fiist 
part, which contains all the psychological and meta- 
physical disciissions, needs only 57 pages; the three 
lemaining parts. — iliysks, Kosmology, and Geognosis, 
upwards ci 400 pages, — while Descartes apologises for 
not yet being aUe to publish his Zoology, Botany, and 
Anthropology. He indeed was the first to pot the problem 
of percepticm in the f cnreground, a fact wittily put by 
FonteneUe in the remark that, avant M. Descartes, an 
rmsonnaii fdus commodimefii : les sticks passes sont 
bien heitrmx ie ne pas aiooir eu cet homme Id ^ and so he 
was the first man to awaken true metaphysical r^ection ; 
yet he himsdf spends but little time over it. It was the 
distinct peiceptimi of his own inner being that swed 
him as the first step towards distinctness in the percep- 
tion of visiUe Nature. In the same way he made use of 
metajAysics as an active hdp to (Aysics. Anybody who 
is not competent to follow him in the domain of natural 
science and mathematics will find it diflScult to do him 
justice. He studies the functions of his brain as a part 
of the worid which directly concerns him, and is there- 
f<xe of fundamental importance, certainly not in the 
sense of a professed philosopher in the ordinary modem 
meaning of the word, whose calling and business it is to 
think over all matters in the abstract. He has no faith 
in the professional philosophy: he characterises it as 
itne granie erreur, and says, U est plus faciie i*ap- 
prendre toutes les sciences d la fois que d*en ditacker une 
seule. A man of this stamp is far removed from our 
philosophical professors, not only further than their own 
dearly beloved Spinoza, who never once leaves the 
domain of the abstract, but further even than a Francis 
Bacon, who, it is true, constructs a Novum arganum 
for the disseminati<m of the knowledge of nature, without 
having ever himself been busied with mathematical and 
natural'-scientific work, and whose first principle it is to 
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abandon all philosophy hi favour of a so-called empui- 
cism ;^^ further too than a Lock^, or a Berkeley, or a 
Hume, or a Leibniz, for the chief element of the philosophy 
of all these men consists in ratiocinatio, that is to say, 
the pondering in Reason, and progress through pure 
conclusions of Reason. Here, on the contrary, we see a 
man whose chief work, unfortunately never finished and 
only known by fragments, was to carry the title of Le 
Monde, au Traiti de la Lumiire / So it was the whole 
great world, the Kosmos as we should call it to-day, and 
in it first and foremost the medium by which it becomes 
known to us, namely Light, — ^that it was his aim " to 
observe, to investigate, to grasp," and only the man who 
keeps this aim before his eyes can hope to gain a correct 
appreciation of the personality of Descartes, and of the 
gifts which it bestowed. If we lay a one-sided stress 
up(m the intellectual and theoretical reflections of this 
man, together with his metaph3^cal discussions on 
mind and matter, and his attempts to set forth irrefutably 
the existence of God and the inmiortality of the soul, — 
then we shall not only obtain a crooked picture of him, 
but we shaU at the same time not even be in a position 
rightly to grasp his peculiar method of looking upon 
these purely speculative questions. The man who does 
not study Descartes' physics and does not penetrate 
their essence, sees his metaphysics in a false perspective ; 
that accounts for the inadequateness of all the repre- 
sentaticms of Descartes in philosophical books. 

But the same ill luck pursues him elsewhere ; for he 
hardly fares better at the hands of the mathematicians, 
mechanicians, physicists, and anatomists than he does 
at those of the philosophers. Inasmuch as we are living 
under the domination of the extremest specialisation, 
every single branch of science only enquires after concrete 
services rendered within its own especial kingdom, and it 
is upon these that it reports, whereas Descartes' peculiar 
I.— p 
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domain is tbe bo&F-state. As between iiietaidi]^sics and 
physics, so in all cases Descartes is hapinest on the 
frontier. There where nnicm and separation take place, 
where the coy facts are forced in the interests of com- 
bination with other series of facts to become supple and 
accommodating, — ^there where everything arises which 
we call " explaining " and " understanding " — ^there it 
is that Descartes at last feeb himself at home. For that 
reason, and for that reason ooly, he devotes himself 
passionately to the study of mathematics, the great 
mediator between perception and thought, between 
things that are visible and thoughts that are invisible. 
But even mathematics, to the furtherance of which he 
rendered undying services, are to him " only the husk, 
not the essence " ; to work at pure mathematics for 
mathematics' sake he looks upon as aimless waste of 
time, and he hurries so that it is difficult to keep up with 
him through the technicalities of form and place, in order 
that he may come at once to Physics and mechanics ; 
but here again it is not the detail of the phenomena 
which interests him, but the Essence of Light, the Causes 
of Gravitation, the relationship between the mechanical 
laws of Matter and the Facts of Life, and so forth. .It is 
true that if he dissects a brain he will give an exact 
anatomical description of it,^^ but what grips him is 
the hope of discovering a visible connection between 
the morphological figure and the function of memory. 
This last example diows you with special clearness how 
in this peculiar man theoretical thought and the desire for 
concrete perception went hand in hand. It followed that 
Descartes, in the individual sciences, achieved less than 
might have been expected from a man of his genius. 
His theorising was detrimental to the freedom of his 
observation, while at the same time the freedom of his 
theorising was narrowed by the painstaking detail-work 
of his observations. Hence it is that even his imdeniable 
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services in the domain of the exact sciences, — his infonn- 
ing thoughts as well as the discovery of facts, — ^reached 
their goal for the most part in other hands, not in his 
ovm, and therefore are assigned to other names. For 
example, there is documentary proof, though no notice is 
taken of it, that he taught the gravity of air and made 
experiments upon it, when Pascal was a boy and Galilei 
still maintain^ the horror vacui as an unassailaUe dogma, 
— as also that the famous experiment of the Puy de 
Ddme was only undertaken under pressure from the 
unbelieving Pascal ;^' that Descartes should have dis- 
covered the circulation of the blood independently of 
Harvey, and the laws of falling bodies independently of 
Galilei, are matters of which the specialists take no heed ; 
but for the knowledge of his personality they are of the 
deepest interest ; that he was the first to expound the 
mathematical laws of the refraction of light, was proved 
by Humbddt as far back as 1847, ^^^ I ^^ ^^ mention 
of the fact in any later work ; in medical books you will 
find cursory menticm of Descartes amongst the leading 
names under the words " Eye " and " Brain " — ^as you 
see mere fragments, mere insignificance, or — ^Nothing* 
That the perceptible idea of the inertia of matter lies at 
the bottom of our whole mechanical science, is a matter 
of common knowledge, but few know that we are indebted 
to Descartes for it, and there is not one who prefers to 
base his judgment of the nature of such a mind upon an 
intellectual feat like this and others, rather than upon 
the cogiio, ergo sum.^^ Just as Uttle is it remembered 
that it was Descartes who paved the way for a revolution 
in Physics similar to that of G)pemicus in astronomy, 
when he nourished the inspired conviction — ^which to 
his contemporaries was incomprehensible and seemed 
sheer madness ; — flight is motion ; and that moreover 
not the trajectory motion of a body violently flung, as 
Newton taught, but the motion of an imponderable 
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matter, the ssther, by which our optic nerve is made to 
oscillate. Under the passive domination of the dmnsy 
Newtonian ideas this thought was forgotten, and when, 
in order to justify the facts, it had to be taken up again, 
men preferred to attach themselves to Christian Huyghens 
— a son and grandson of two most intimate frioids (A 
Descartes, — ^who had grown up under the eyes of the 
great man, and who had further developed his insfared 
thoughts as to £ther and Light into the ultimate 
mathematically and fully developed theory of undulation. 
And so the constructive thoughts of Descartes are not 
only the basis of our atomistic phj^cs, but also of onr 
molecular phj^cs. And in spite of all it is but little that 
we learn about him in the books on natural science, and 
here too his form remains clouded and distorted befcne 
our eyes. 

I hope that I shall incur no displeasure for having 
shown you so circumstantially how far and why Descartes 
has seldom been honoured in accordance with his merits, 
and why his personality is perhaps never rightly judged. 
I had to introduce this n^[ative method of dealing with 
the questicm, because I had it at heart to upset what 3^u 
might posdUy know about him, or rather that i^to say, 
think 3^u know, in order to make way for more correct 
views. In the meantime I hope that you will yet have 
learnt something, and fed 3^urselves nearer to the true 
Descartes than 3^u did a while ago. And I set great 
importance upon 3^ur knowing exactly what were the 
views of this remarkaUe man's l»ain : for in my lectures 
this brain constitutes the turning-point of our obsai^ticms 
of Kant's personality, just as he himsdf, in more than 
one respect, constitutes the turning-point of human 
thought in general. I purposdy use the word Brain, not 
System, not Metaphysics, not Discoveries : the sj^tem of 
Descartes, that is to say, his Kosmology as it is developed 
in the Principia and elsewhere, is distasteful, that is to 
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say, distasteful if we examine it with painstaking accuracy 
like a dogmatic structure, without paying attention to 
the author's warning to read his systematic works as fast 
as possible, comme une fable or ainsi qu*un toman ;^^ 
his metaphysics, in spite of the fact that they are the 
point from which all later thought proceeds, are at once 
jejune and extravagant, without ideas and at the same 
time hyperphantastic ; he never, with the single excep- 
tion of the explanation of the rainbow,** followed up and 
worked out his discoveries to the end in a satisfactory 
manner : at one moment he allows himself to be choked 
by empirical detail, in the next he soars into hs^theses 
livhich in the plethora of artificially interlaced distinctions 
of detail are but ill calculated to further the strict bee- 
line of investigation. We wiU not dispute with him 
about that, but far rather learn to recognise with Vauven- 
argues the fact that Descartes has often seen right and 
guessed right, even where he was in too great a hurry to 
press forward in the combination of hypothetic causes ; 
ordinary intellects have nothing to fear from such mis- 
takes, les esprits subaUernes n'otU point d'erreur en leur 
ptivS nam, parce qu'ik sont incapables d'invenier, mime 
en se trompant.^^ Descartes himself, in his wisdom, knew 
full well how that matter stood, and often gave expression 
to this appreciation in the words : " it is enough if I 
clear the road, you must do the rest "*^ — and therefore I 
say once more of him his work is of less importance than 
the Man himself, or, as I said before, the Brain. We m^i 
are a right foolish folk : here is the one philosopher of 
all others, in whom first and foremost personality in the 
very special character of its intellect, and only in the 
second place systematic doctrine, forms the driving 
power and the lasting interest, and yet it is in this very 
man that we have allowed personality to escape us ! 
Still, in the after life of history certain m^i enjoy an 
inexpressible immortality : this Descartes possesses 
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almost more than any other man; for the thoughts 
which that brain thought, and even more than the 
thoughts, the way and manner in which that brain 
grasped the chief problems of existence, — ^what therefore 
we must call the Manner of Seeing, the manner of directing 
the Eyes outwards and inwards, — all this has so pene- 
trated, imi»^^;nated, and informed our philosophy and 
our natural science, that all of us, no matter to what 
school we belong, are compdled to weave the warp and 
woof of our thouj^ts in the loom of Descartes. Rightly 
did Huxley, cme of the few philosophically trained 
investigators of Nature of the nineteenth century, remark : 
" In all thoughts which are characteristically modem, 
whether in the domain of philosophy or in that of 
Natural Science, we find, if not always the form, still the 
spirit of the great Frenchman " ; an acknowledgment 
for which one of the best authorities upon Descartes, 
Count Foucher de Careil, coined the epigram. On se croU 
fkHweau, on est Cartisien. 

It was first and foremost the whole attitude of the 
intellect, namely the unconditional enquiring, which 
made epoch. Descartes' intellectual attitude is sceptical, 
— but in the old meaning of the word. For the verb 
skeptomai originally meant to see, to contemplate, to 
investigate, later to ponder, to reflect upon. In the 
word sceptic in old days the stress was laid upon investi- 
gation and careful contemplation (Gellius called the 
sceptics quiBsitores et cansideratores). The instinctive 
wisdom of the language-forming powers united the 
perception by the senses with the necessity of exact 
careful investigation, but not with the meaning oi doubt 
which disintegrates everything, which arose in the 
decadence of Greek thought, and impressed a new 
meaning upon the word skepsis. The barrenness of 
philosophical scepticism is by its narrowed sense confined 
to logical fimctions : it neither reaches outwards to 
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emfHrical Nature, nor does it reach inwards to confident 
self -consciousness ; the outer Nature as well as the 
inner essence should have taught the sceptics that that 
^vrhich is a matter of fact does not necessarily hold its own 
1>efore the logical Forum. The ancient scepticism arose 
out of shallow thinking, and led to frivolity, whereas the 
scepticism of Descartes, on the contrary, means an awaken- 
ing of mankind out of the sleep of dogma to free, en- 
quiring use of the eyes. Descartes did not doubt for 
doubting's sake, but, on the contrary, in order to help 
forward the discovery of a possiUe knowledge. Non que 
J'imitasse les sceptiques, . , . au contraire tout mon 
dessein ne tendait qu'd m' assurer, et d rejeter la terre mouvante 
et le saUe pour trouver leroc ou VargUe. The old sceptics, 
however superior they might think themselves, remained 
snared in superstition up to their necks ; while Descartes 
was in all earnest endeavouring d'enireprendre d'dter une 
banrte fois iautes les opinions que favais refues jusques 
alors en ma criance. Now if Descartes' doubts had 
contented themselves with leading us back to that 
perception which he used to clothe in the words cogito, 
ergo sum, or dubiio, ergo sum, or sum, cogiio, sum cogitans, 
and the rest, that of itself would have been something t 
Kant calls him on that account " a benefactor of the 
human Reason " : but, in fact, this result of critical 
reflection simply means the solstice of the Cartesian 
method of thought : it constitutes the point where 
motion reverses its direction to cross over from the 
negative to the positive. The cogito, ergo sum is a petx:ep- 
tion on the boundary-Une, just as with Kant, das ding an 
sich {" the thing in itself ") is a conception on the boundary 
line, and it is only fools who find a pleasure in running 
their heads against boundary stones of this sort. Descartes 
was no such fool. On this furthest boundary line, upon 
the " rock '' of his search, he raised a church to the God 
without whom he could not live ; to prove the existence 
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of God is alwa]^ a thorny undertaking, fc^r He stands 
beyond the boundary of Descartes: yet this God not 
very religiously felt by Descartes, who had been educated 
in a Jesuit school, is less pressed upon us as something 
proven than made plausible as a necessary assumption, 
and has the one advantage that he is a God of truth. 
Descartes needs Him only in the interests of troth, in 
order that what is should be true, and for no other 
purpose.^* And now the bold investigator addresses 
himself to constructive intellectual work I He turns his 
back upon that boundary stone, — in his church he only 
kneeb now and again for short worship : on the other 
hand he enriches the world with thoughts which are so 
full of life and freshness by reason of thdr visibility, that 
they have defied all the storms of time, and he bestows 
upon it a wealth of perceptions, which shelt^ such an 
inexhaustiUe symbolical store of truth, that, while re- 
minding us of the oldest traditions of our race, they 
point to times that are yet to come. 

Pray do not beheve that I am using the language of 
h]rperbole: my words are to be taken literally. As 
examples I will cite a thought introduced by him into 
philosophy, and an idea introduced into natural science. 
Descartes' analytical reference of the united subjective 
and objective experience of man to the two ccmceptions 
extension and thonghi is an idea so simidy perceptiUe 
that it never can cease working productively : to this 
day all philosophars fasten on to it. They may use 
different wool and weave different patterns, still they are 
weaving at Descartes' loom — as I said before— all of 
them. On the other hand, a ccmception like that of the 
imponderable matter filling the whole universe, the 
«ther, is so rich in symbolical, thoughtful, creative power, 
that it is only now that, in the light of new discoveries, 
we are at last beginning to recognise its great fruit- 
fulness.** 
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In his work on the immortality of man Herder remarks : 
'* It is incrediUe how few special forms in the realm of 
-thought and human activities appear when we put 
liistory to the test. There are far few^ Regents who 
£;ovem the world of the sciences . . . than Monarchs 
vrho rule over countries." There you have, expressed in 
a short formula, the merit of Descartes. He is one of 
those incredibly few who produce special forms in the 
realm of thought — and here, since an exposition of the 
philosophy of Descartes would lead us too far, we must 
give up the enumeration of the special forms which he 
introduced : but what we must keep our keenest sight 
upon is the way in which this man, receptively and 
creatively, looked out upon the world, the way in which 
he came upon " the special forms in the realm of thought." 
Let us now apply ourselves to this task. 

I just now praised the great perceptibility in Descartes' 
thoughts ; at the same time I cited as an exampkl his 
theory of the aether, an imaginary thing, which when we 
c(Hisider it more nearly defies all perceptibility. An 
exact analysis will convince us that, as a matter of fact, 
there are two ways of showing this expression of intel- 
lectual satisfaction which in ordinary life we describe as 
perceptible deame^ ; we are partly dealing with what 
is seen, partly with what is thought. The creative power 
of the informing faculty of sight, directed upon the 
surrounding universe, was in Descartes of such rare 
might, that a matter-of-fact contemporary, the great 
mathematician Christian Huyghens, on receiving the 
news of his death, exclaimed : 

Nature! prends le deuil^ viem pkdndre lapremiht 
Le grand Descartes^ et montre ton tUsespoir; 
Quandilperdit Ujour^ tupertUs la lumilre^ 
Ce riest qtih ce flambeau qtu nous favons pu voir,^ 

As verses these are not worth much : but coming from 
the pen of a Huyghens, they have more significance 
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jnasmiich as this investigator bdonged to the ezactest 
of the exact. And as you hear, he maintains that the 
sunlit world was dark and unseen until Descartes lighted 
a torch over it, the torch of thought. We men see nature 
all Uurred, until dear oHnprehensions have reduced the 
chaos of perceptions to order. Our eye sees but dimly, 
until the thinking brain has fixed it sharply, like an 
optician's glass, upon the objects in view. In another 
stanza of the same poem Huyghens makes use of a trope 
which by the direct opposite completes what he has just 
said ; for he says of Descartes that he 

Fatsmi voir aux esprits ce qui se cache auxyeux. 

This implies that Descartes gave visibility to those 
things which our phs^sical ej^es indeed do not see, but 
which our undetstanding is compelled to think. And so 
as in the one case he bestowed thought upon things, so 
in the other he confened upon thoughts the representa- 
tions of the senses : in other words he gave them sub- 
stance. In the one case it was the turning into thought 
that which had been indistinctly seen, in the other the 
turning into something visually perceived an idea which 
had been indistinctly thought. 

We will at once illustrate these two sayings of Huyghens 
by examples. Descartes comes to the help of perception 
when he e.g. explains all the movements of bodies in 
heaven and on earth by the setting up of certain funda- 
mental conceptions such as inertia, mass, and others; 
even these simfdest phenomena we never knew how to 
observe aright and see aright before the discovery of 
such ruling conceptions. To such as these belc^gs his 
theory that the Sum of Motion in the universe is once for 
all immutable, a favourite assertion of Descartes which, 
for the first time, brings into the chaotic oscillation 
backwards and forwards and drcuitously in the Kosmos, 
a thought reducing it to order, — a thought which, merely 
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amplified by an additional sentence, is the foundation of 
'the modem doctrine of the maintenance of energy, 
^^^hich is at the bottom of our whole science of physics.'^ 
That will sufKce for one of Huyghens' affirmations : now 
■tor the other. Descartes comes to the assistance of 
thought through perceptibility, when for example he 
starts the theory of the above-named aether. This 
thought-picture leads us on to look upon Light as the 
movement of an endlessly refined, imponderable, imper- 
ceptible matter, which fills the whole world, a movement 
which the optic nerve betrays to us, without showing it, 
since, of course, aether is not a thing perceptible and 
therefore real, but a symbol for something which is 
presupposed in thought, and undefinaUe.^' Another 
example would be Descartes' doctrine that it is not the 
Eye but the Brain that sees ; all impressions of the senses 
are in the last instance invisible motions of imperceptible 
infinitesimal particles inside the Brain. ^' Here, in the 
case of the hypothetical aether, and in the hypothetical 
molecular motions of the substance of the brain, the 
visibility which has been acquired in what are matters 
of mere thought serves to a consequential observaticm 
and concatenation of phenomena ; true exact science of 
nature and of mankind first became possible by means 
of this and similar symbols. 

Here you have obviously two different intellectual 
gifts with which our philosopher is accredited, gifts 
which do not necessarily belong to one another, and 
both of which, if we see them as purely and absolutely 
developed as they are here, at once fascinate us as some- 
thing not easy of comprehension. Descartes knew how 
to give intelligiUe form to that which he saw, and at the 
same time possessed the power of transforming that which 
was only thought into something visible : that is the 
fact to which Huyghens calls our attention. And here 
in very deed he goes straight to the core of the matter. 
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and for that reason his remark must serve us as a due 
to the further analysis of this unique intdlect. 

In order swiftly and surely to plumb the depths, I 
should wish to take the judgment of Huyghens which I 
have already traced back to its simplest meaning and 
reduce it to a still more striking, concise, and purposely 
paradoxical formula. For it is not formulae but phrases 
which are a hindrance to vivid insight, whereas a true 
formula serves as a skeleton round which the organs of 
the living figure by degrees arrange themselves. My 
formula runs thus: — ^Descartes' distinguishing gift was 
to make the visible invisible, and the invisible visible. 

If you look around you in the world of your own ccm- 
tCTiplative consciousness, you wiU soon observe that the 
degree of percqrtibility of the ideas which fill it is exceed- 
ingly various, and the same holds good of the possibility 
of conceiving them. And you will soon be aware that 
there exists here a very complicated interchange of 
displacements, a mutual give and take. We possess 
thoughts with hardly a shadow of a perception, and 
we possess perceptions which are attended only by 
Just such a minimum of thought as is necessary for us 
to be conscious of those perceptions. Our daily life is 
made up in that way. Without venturing further I will 
only call your attention to one thing, and that is that a 
thought that is accompanied by a blurred, hardly 
realisable perception, therefore an " invisible " thought, 
can achieve but little, and that on the contrary pure per- 
ception socm grows into something monstrous, intractaUe, 
inflexible, unless thought takes the pains to seize upon 
it and convert it into something unseen. We are in no 
way embarrassed to find concrete examples, we need only 
think of our two first lectures : It was by a thought and 
in the interests of a thought that Goethe brought together 
the whole incalculable mass of animal and vegetable 
forms into his idea of metamorphosis : and so he breathed 
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the artist's soul into what was a mere brutal observation, 
fiirthering^ the investigation of Natiure for all time; 
Helmholtz, the physicist, rightly taught us that the 
powers with which mathematical science deals cannot be 
" objects of the perception of the senses," but only 
** objects of the comprehending understanding " ; yet 
Helmholtz, in his work on optics, has none the less to take 
refuge in plain diagrams, first the wet thread, then the 
ray, which like the sailor swarming up a rope, " produces 
itself along the particles of aether," and so he goes on 
from diagram to diagram because this thought of the 
" comprehending understanding " could not be realised 
and appreciated without a perceptible representation. 
This is the way in which we human beings, half uncon- 
sciously, are for ever changing the visible into the in- 
visible — ^in order to see it better, — and the invisible into 
the visible, — ^in order to think it better. Kant, from his 
metaphysical eminence, has summed up what I am here 
only concerned to show in a concrete and visible shape 
into the following pithy sentence : " thoughts without 
contents are empty ; perceptions without comprdiensions 
are blind. Hence it is just as necessary to make our 
comprehensions perceptible to the senses, as it is to 
make our perception intelligiUe, that is to say, to bring 
it into subjection to comprehensions." Kant is here 
speaking of the common, unconsciously proceeding, 
necessary functions of all human reason from the moment 
that it enters into activity in the new-bom babe : allow 
this reason to ripen to such an ext^it that it desires to 
build up for itself a science and a philosophy, and you 
will find this reason standing as conscious intelligence 
exactly where at its first awakening it stood unconscious 
Then it begins to take matters easily ; it seems so natural 
not to follow Kant's warning, but to be busy with empty 
thoughts and Mind perceptions, that three-fourths of all 
philosophy from the earUest times to the present day 
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has never busied itself with other things. The writings 
of St. Thomas Aquinas, for instance, are an inexhaustibk 
arsenal of ideas, which are incapaUe of exciting the 
smallest thought — mere " blind perceptions " ; and if 
you skip from the thirteenth to the nineteenth century, 
you will find that the most popular of all the more 
modem systems, that of Schopenhauer, takes as its 
foundation-stone a thought which is, according to Kant. 
utterly empty, the one which it calls Will and which, 
according to its definition, is the opposite of an idea and 
consequently contains nothing capaUe of being in any 
way perceptibly understood. All such thought-structures 
are extravagance, not knowledge : Kant once formulated 
this very simply. " By mere perception without com- 
prehensi(m the object is certainly given, but not thought ; 
by comprehension without corresponding perception it is 
thought, but none is given : in neither case, therefore, 
does any recognition take place." How, on the other 
hand, perception and thought, the visible and invisible, 
go hand in hand towards the building up of s}rstems of 
philosophy which explain nature, you may best see from 
the histories of our natural sciences, the developm^it ci 
which was conditioned by this mutual penetration. Let 
us here pause for reflecticm. 

Think of how, at the beginning of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, Copernicus and Kepler are unravelling in its main 
features the course of the planets round the sun ; from the 
leaning tower of Pisa Galilei makes minute observations 
of the fall of bodies, — instead of merdy reasoning logically 
upon it as all his predecessors had done, — and pursues 
his studies upon inclined planes ; Descartes and others 
with keen intellect and patience follow up the mystmous 
course of the Light-ray, its curves, its refraction, its re- 
flection ; Gilbert publishes his observations on magnetism 
• . . from all sides there comes in a stream of additional 
matter, — that is to say, material of observation, and in 
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every single sphere the empirical investigators are at 
work trying to the best of their ability, as Kant demands, 
to make their perceptions intelligible, that is to subject 
them to comi»rehension. Yet here we discover something 
over which we need not for the moment break our heads, 
but which we will simply accept as experience ; namely 
that thought cannot directly fasten upon the perception 
of the senses, but must first with that intent create its 
own mental perception, — ^that which we call Ss^nbol 
when we are wishing rather to bring to the front the 
perceptible side. Hypothesis when we are dealing with 
the mental side. Thought must create unity : this is its 
special f imction : pure perception only gives a kaleidoscope 
of special cases. Therefore perceptible thought cannot 
proceed without Symbol ; it cannot, without further 
help, grasp, comprehend, and absorb the material of 
perception : without Ss^nbol it remains empty. I can 
have no thoughts about the courses of the ccmstellations, 
about the fall of bodies, or about the essence of Light, 
unless I also possess, besides the empirical material, and 
for its amplification, a symbolical representation of what 
takes place in that connection, — ^in other words something 
intermediate between perception and thought. And 
here my intellect makes a further claim. Not only must 
phenomena, within the individual series of phenomena 
be joined together by means of symbols, but all the 
separate series of phenomena with which I have become 
acquainted by means of empirical perception, must in 
addition be capable of being understood as one single 
comprehensive imity. For as Kant will teich you later 
on, that which we call Nature is " the unity of the 
multitude of phenomena," as it is set forth as a matter of 
subjective necessity by our thoughts. It is impossible 
for me to realise a number of natures. The grouping of 
the planets round the sun, the grouping of the steel 
filings round the pole of a magnet on my desk must be 
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taken as energies inside one sjmimetrical Whole. And here 
the great Descartes steps in as a creative pow» : he 
produces a new " special form in the sphere of thought," 
he changes into visibiUty that invisible something whicfa 
our understanding insists upon though it cannot perceive 
it, — he fills thought with contents : this he is able to do in 
that he sets up the perceptible hjrpothesis of a medium 
filling space, of a matter absolutely refined, invisiUe, 
imponderable, fluidly moving — ^the aether, a symbol, the 
child of his phantasy.'^ At once all the phenomena 
mentioned enter the domain of demonstrabihty and so 
become accessible to the constructive labours of thought : 
the sether carries and urges the stars in their courses, the 
aether as a driving mass becomes the foundation of the 
ph^iomena of gravitation, one set of movements of the 
aether gives birth to what we call the warming of bodiies, 
another set to light, others to electricity and magnetism, 
and so forth. I refer you to my former lecture and am 
confident that this one example wiU show you with 
extraordinary clearness what is meant by "making 
visible the invisible." At the same time you will learn 
how indispensable perception is to thought, even to the 
possibility of thought. Descartes had indeed by his 
hj^thesis poured out such a wealth of visibihty ove^ 
the secrets of Nature, while he 

Fcdsait voir aux esprits ce qui se cache auxyeux^ 

that the eyes of mai were dazzled by it. In those days 
neither the collected empirical material was sufficient, 
nor was thought adequately trained and refined to be 
fit for so grandly simple a symbol for all the physical 
phenomena of movement of the Kosmos. Besides this 
Descartes in the closer daboration of the matter had 
fallen into an error for which he was reproved by Goethe ; 
" he attacks the insoluble problems with a certain hurry, 
and for the most part ^ters the sul^ect from the side of 
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the most complicated phenomena."** There is much 
that is artificial and arbitrary in the use which he makes 
of the conception of the aether. The startling simphdty 
of the general conception is marred by all sorts of 
hazardous amplifications in detail. But it is just here, as 
is the case with every important man, that we learn how 
far greatness and limitation are set side by side, conditional 
and conditioned. And so it soon came about that Newton 
with his keen intellect, at once exact and barren of all 
imagination, once more seized upon the scholastic 
fictions of forces working at a distance, and took the old 
conception of Light as a special Matter : Newton's ideas 
are in the same relation to Descartes' ideas, as those of a 
child to those of a man ; and jret they corresponded 
exactly to the requirements of empirical investigation 
in those days. At the present time, when new matter 
has been accumulated by the work of centuries, we are 
gradually going back to Descartes and his S3rmboUcal 
method of thought : in the case of the understanding of 
light this took place about a hundred years ago with the 
introduction of the tmdulation theory mentioned in the 
last lecture ; in the case of the electric magnetic phenomena 
about half a century ago ; physical experiments to explain 
gravitation as conditioned by the movement of aether, 
exactly as Descartes postulated, are the order of the 
•• day,** and the great Hertz, so early torn frcmi the world, 
was possessed in death by the dream of reducing " the 
putative working of the distant forces to conditions of 
motion in a medium filling space."*' Lord Kelvin — and 
following him many modem physicists, go still further 
and contend that the various atoms which chenodstry 
admits are only different gyratory motions of the 
one and only aether : that there must therefore be no 
such thing as Matter, but Miher only : in this most 
exact method of investigation the " Thing " fades 
away, the S3anbol alone remains. In a symbol so soUdly 
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perspicuous is contained the principle of robust vital 
power. 

So much for the explanation of the transformation of 
the invisible into the visible. " Perceptions without 
concepticms are tdind/' says Kant. Even as I could not 
budge an inch in the realm of thought unless I possessed 
a " reasoned " perception, so I must remain haplessly 
stuck in the quagmire of perception, unless I should have 
thoughts to drag me, as horses drag the cart, out of my 
difficulties. So be it. But how am I to obtain c<mc^ 
tions for my perceptions ? Here again an intermediaiy 
something is necessary. Perception cannot directly 
become conception ; the intermediary image is tlK 
Scheme. We men are incapable of taking into our inner 
consciousness anjrthing seen or in any ^i^y perceived by 
the senses, unless we have previously in our thoughts 
reduced it to a Scheme. This is an aptitude which differs 
greatly in different individiials ; yet if a man were 
altogether unable to generalise, that b to reduce the 
many perceptions to few schemes, it would certainly be 
impossible for him to think ; for, as Kant hits the point 
by saying, his perceptions would be blind ; he would see, 
but not recognise. In the last lecture we saw how the 
great painters schematise : a purely perceptible scheme 
is still sufficient for their object ; only a minimum of 
conception enters into it. In a somewhat different 
fashion, but in obedience to precisdy the same universal 
law of human reason, science goes to work. Whereas 
the painter wishes to see yet more clearly that which is 
already seen, and calls to his aid conceptions for that sde 
purpose, the investigator of nature wishes to conceive 
more clearly that which is seen, and to transform it intq 
something known. When in this process of perceptiUo 
reasoning it is that which is perceptible which is pre-, 
ponderant, we speak of a Scheme ; when, on the other 
hand, it is the element of thought which preponderates, wa 
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speak of a TAeory. Theory and scheme belong to one 
another as Hypothesis and Sjnnbol. Now we know 
exactly with wl^at we have to deal ; in order to obtain a 
concrete example, we must return once more to the 
seventeenth century. 

This time we must work within narrower limits ; we 
will only take into consideration the works upon the 
visible movements of perceptible Bodies : for we shall 
busy ourselves not with hypotheses but with seen facts. 
Let us then confine our thoughts to the way in which 
some men in those days busied themselves with the 
observation of the movements of the heavenly bodies, and 
how others, — ^the immortal Galilei in the forefront, 
instituted eager experiments on the movements of 
bodies on our earth, that is to say, on the fall, the impetus, 
the rolling ofi upon inclined planes, upon the trajectory 
of projectiles, upon the communication of motion from 
one body to another, and many other similar matters. 
The physi/cal acceptations of the ancients proved them- 
selves to be utterly false : new, accurately observed 
facts accumulated. How to order them ? How to 
" make the perceptions intelligible "' ? How make what 
took place on earth consistent with what took place in 
Heaven ? the fall of the apple from the tree with the 
circuit of the moon round the earth ? Exactly as man 
had before, by submitting to thought the perceptible 
idea of the sether, come to the assistance of thought, so 
he had to act now in order to make his perceptions 
visible and capable of being surveyed : he had to remove 
the cataract from his eye, and that could only be by 
means of comprehensions, by referring all the single 
conditions of motion to a scheme which should be in 
accordance with rule, artificially thought out, and 
capable of being grasped logically ; not given to him by 
the empirical observation of Nature, but set up auto- 
cratically between the eye and Nature by the King in 
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his Castle of whom I spoke in the first lecture. H«c 
again it was Descartes who laid down the prindides of 
our modem theory of motion, and at the same time 
of our whole science of mechanics. 

All movements of visible bodies may, as a matter oi 
common kno^edge, be refeired to three fundamental 
laws, which we usually call after Newton, because he was 
the first to crystallise them in words, and has developed 
them in all their sequence.*^ But the third oi these, 
which is not to be found in Descartes, is by universal 
consent recognised as a formal amplification of the first,* 
and even so very disputable.*^ We have to deal there- 
fore with two, not three, fundamental laws, and these 
two laws were not thought out by Newton but by 
Descartes; Newton took them over almost literally 
from Descartes, though the latter had not worked them 
up to such perfect refinement.*^ All that the soK^alled 
" first Law " of Newton contains— that Rest and Motion 
are not opposites, but only conditions of a body, — ^that 
every body left to itself remains perpetually in its own 
condition whether of Rest or of Motion, — ^that the body 
which is set in motion, unless there be some hindrance, 
will continue to move in a straight line with unaltered 
speed for aU time, — ^all this stands word for word in 
Descartes. And I must call your attention to this, that 
no single one of the thoughts uttered in this law is the 
result of observation, or even capable of proof by experi- 
ment.** The second law of Newton too, which treats ol 
the mensuration and directicm of the Motion which is 
communicated by one body to another, is contained 
without a single omission in Descartes. It is he thm, 
and no other, who perfected this creative work of 
thought. But here again, as in the case of the aether, 
Descartes overshot the mark, and like Dfirer in his 
doctrine of proportion, introduced superfluous, and even 
in the end false, matter, so that the sure tact of a Newton 
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^w^as sadly needed to purify the core from the slag. But 
t;lie only thing that is of interest to us here, is the fact 
tliat Descartes, by the introduction of a few schematically 
theoretical conceptions, contrived to unravel and so make 
available for mental elaboration that which winds itself 
round our senses from childhood, — ^that in connection 
with which the whole united antiquity never achieved 
clear ideas, — ^that which the great calculators and experi- 
menters of the ^eenth and sixteenth centuries failed to 
set iree from the entanglements of the whole material of 
j>erception ; I mean the Phenomena of visible motion. 
Here again as you see is a " new form in the realm of 
thought." And here as in the former case the value of 
such a creation for science and philosophy is immeasurable. 
For just as the S3anbolical hjrpothesis of sther paved the 
roads for thought upon which it was now possible to 
arrive at a rational appreciation of the phenomena of 
light, of electricity, etc., by means of a visible representa- 
tion, so in this case the setting up of a schematic theory 
of Motion based upon metaphysical conceptions allows 
lis to range the over-rich mass of facts seen into a few 
schemes of thought, where they can be guarded inclosed 
in formulae. For there is the turning-point : since the 
Visible is as fully as possible, — ^m some lucky cases 
altogether, — ^transferred into the realm of the Unseen, of 
that which is as yet only thought, it possesses a handiness, 
a phability, a movability, which otherwise are foreign to 
its own perceptions, — ^purely as such — and are dull, inert, 
awkward : they are, just as Kant taught us, blind, and 
grope about in the dark; but as soon as the human 
imderstanding has arranged them into comprehensible 
Schemes then it does with them as seems good to it, 
dissects a Whole into Parts, unites Parts at wiU, in short 
behaves as it chooses : it is Lord in its Castle. 

We have now, as I believe, made an important advance 
in the imderstanding of the universal relations between 
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thinking and seeing, — ^which collaborate in so peculiar 
and twofold a combination for the building up of a 
system of philosophy, — as well as in respect of the 
recognition of Descartes' special aptitude for actii^g as 
intermediary between them. Our formula that Descartes' 
distinguishing gift was to make the visible invisible and 
the invisible visiUe, is no longer a formula, but an 
Insight. But I cannot let the matter rest there. Kant's 
thinking is a pinnacle of the human intellect ; no man 
can reach him who shirks the trouble of climbing. It is 
therefore indispensably necessary that you should your- 
selves now enter upon the region which lies between 
perceptive seeing (or the sensitive faculty) and the 
understanding, which binds together comprehensions: 
otherwise you will only be possessed of partial, not 
complete, distinctness. 

Let me, however, in a parenthesis introduce a short 
remark upon the subject of Symbol, Scheme, Hypothesis, 
and Theory. It is not a question of mere termincdogical 
clearness, but of a visible representation, which will also 
be useful to you philosophically. 

The Symbol, in fullest acceptation of the word, is the 
perceptive demonstration of that which is thought : the 
Scheme, in its widest sense, is the rendering into thought 
of that which has been perceived : the Symbol furnishes 
thought with a thinkable perception; the Scheme 
furnishes perception with a visible thou£[ht. Within the 
s3nnbol, however, it is possible to distinguish between a 
more purely perceptible and a more mental conception of 
the demonstration : the result of th^ first is tJie true 
Symbol, that of the second is the H3rpothesis. In the 
^^ same way the Scheme splits up into true Scheme and 
Theory. From this I draw the following explanatory 
diagram. 

The advantage of this diagram is that it accurately 
describes the mutual relationships of these different 
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conceptions — ^that is to say, if I may so express myself» 
tlieir mutual position in the Space of Thought. You see 
a.t a glance that if, on the one hand. Symbol and Hypo- 
tliesis are related, on the other the relationship is between ^ 
Scheme and Theory, while Hypothesis and Theory; 
Sjonbol and Scheme in the same way lie close to one 
another. A very slight mental impulse suffices to turn a 
Symbol into a Hypothesis, and a Theory into a Scheme ; 
it is a sort of swinging of the pendulum that our intellect 

The rendering perceptible 
ihoA which is thought 



abstract 



H/polheals 


Symbol 


Theory 


Scheme 

^ " 



perceptible 



The rendering IhhiKable 
that which is perceived 

is carrying on the Uvelong day without paying attention 
to it. But even the boundary between Symbol and 
Scheme, as between Hypothesis and Theory, is not insuper- < 
able : a smaU change in the standpoint suffices to give ' 
a colour of Scheme to Symbol, and a colour of Symbol to 
Scheme, and in the sciences Hypotheses have a way of 
quite quietly, according to seniority, slipping into 
Theories. On the other hand, as regards the two pairs 
which stand crossvdse to one another. Symbol and 
Theory, Hjrpothesis and Scheme, it is a matter of impossi- 
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Wlity for them to be changed into one another. But 
what cannot occur directly naay sometimes be efiected 
indirectly, and so it often happens in the Natural Sdences 
that a Hjrpothesis by degrees acquires the value of a 
Symbol, becomes schematised, and at last stands in all 
the di^ty of a Theory. In the course of time that 
which is really only thought, and as such in a slight 
degree hj^thesised, has managed to assume the character 
of perceptibility to such a d^pree, that it is concdved as 
practical perception, and is then converted into thought, 
so that it takes the shape of a Scheme, and in the end of 
a full-grown Theory. Wth the aether, for example, it is 
always the case, until often some new discovery sud- 
denly reminds us that this idea only possesses a S3an- 
boUcally hj^thetical value ; that is the way in which we 
men bdool ourselves without any suspicion that we are 
doing so. The inverted process from Theory over 
Scheme, and Symbol over Hypothesis, which hardly 
occurs in science, is, on that account, common in everyday 
life. That which is seen is converted into thought by 
Science, but the layman comprehends scientific schematic 
thought as true perception : indeed, we have heard a 
Helmholtz talking of particles of aether " along which " 
a Ray moves I 

This, however, is only a side issue. You must draw from 
it the one distinction between thinking and perceiving 
which is perpetually bdng forced to and fro in our brains. 
Perhaps in addition to that the small artificial Scheme 
may render us good service. 

And now let us go back to Descartes. 

From the two examples that we have taken, ether and 
the laws of motion, you will perhaps already have begun 
to suspect that thought and perception are not merdy 
transiently, but really and permanently divided from 
one another, A complete fusion between them never 
takes place. There is never so much as an attempt at 
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such a fusion. The world, as we perceive it by our senses, 
does not satisfy thought, and never has satisfied it : for 
the world is incapable of thought, only our brain is that : 
and so thought creates for itself a Kosmos of its own, a 
special perception " converted into thought/' and dis- 
covers at one time the Atoms, at another the JEther 
i^hich the modem science of physics designates simply 
as " unperceivable matter and invisible motion/'** And 
yet thought does perceive the unperceivable because it 
wills to do so ; and thought sees the invisible because in 
no other way could it build a bridge by which to attain 
perception, or make a road by which to reach the dreams 
and works of Reason. We may grant that this aether, this 
atom, is something perceptible, indeed it is seen with all 
the special intensity of a dream-picture, and it is only 
thanks to this vision that thought can climb aloft. In 
spite of this the sther, like the Atom, is sickUed o'er with 
the pale cast of thought, and — ^again like a dream-picture, 
as we advance they retire and ever elude our grasp: 
they are indeed not perceptions of the senses, but percep- 
tion that is iho^ht : a symbol is not a thing : the man 
who seeks to investigate aether and atom by perception, 
is tilting against something that does not exist. The 
analogy holds good with our perception. The schemes 
upon which we base our experiences in the matter of the 
movement of bodies have for their aim the transferring 
of these perceptions into the domain of the compre- 
hensible : here it is, and nowhere else, that thought like 
a mighty tree must carry and nourish the monstrous 
rootless hane of empiricism that is " conscious of no 
bounds." In this case our aim is to convert what we 
have seen into a quantity, that is to say into something 
so far only thought ; colour becomes a quantity of oscilla- 
tion, and a man bom blind can talk as much wisdom 
about it as a Titian. 
But should you not yet be convinced that it is the 
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intimate laws of the human intdlect, the fundamental 
facts of metaphysics, that are the informing power that 
is at work here, — should you imagine that without calling 
to your help metaphjrsical discussions you can arrive at 
dear notions about Time and Space, and about Motion 
in space and time, I will instead of lajnng before yoa 
arguments for which you are not yet prepared, address 
one request to you : I would ask jrou to refer to the 
scholion on the eighth d^nition in Newton's mathematical 
principles of natural science. It is the man of distinctly 
anti-metaphysical principles who is talking to you, and 
that indeed in a work of imperishable importance. In 
the beginning of the passage in question he declares with 
disconcerting guildessness — "Time, Space, Place, and 
Motion, as matters of common knowledge, I do not 
explain/'^^ If the question were merdy one of dealing 
with the simple perception of these things, then an 
explanation of time and space would be as Uttle necessary 
for the greatest intellect as for the most narrow-minded 
cow-herd. It seems to me that this postulate was alto- 
gether insensate : that which is sdf-evidait cannot gain 
in value by explanation : on the contrary, it is out of the 
life that the word comes. Descartes' warning is : il 
faut mettre au nombre des principales erreurs qui peftveni 
Hre commises dans les sciences Vopinion de csux qui 
veulent difinir u qu'on ne pent que concevoir. But there 
is no question of time and space, as they are known to 
aU, — ^Newton himself will presently teach you that this 
would not lead us one step further in Sdence, — ^but with 
that intent it is our business to transfer that which is 
seen into that which is thought, and vice versa, and so we 
arrive at inextricable confusion until a critique of human 
Reason has illuminated us. Read a little fttrther in 
Newton's schoUon. You will find there things about 
" absolute space " {spaiium absohtium) which are not 
less edifying than the properties of the absolutum quid of 
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tbe schoolmen. This " absolute space is without relation 
to any outward object "' {sine relatione ad externum 
quodvis) ; but there would be little to be made of a thing 
Mrhich stands in no relation to anything; therefore, in 
addition to this absolute space, relative spaces are assumed 
(in quantity), and these relative spaces are movable in 
absolute space of which they constitute the parts I I do 
not think that the human intellect has ever attempted 
to imagine anything so monstrous as this quantity of 
spaces, which move about in confusion. It is true that 
these movements are only a passing idea such as might 
appeal to the intellect of our aforesaid cow-herd, for 
immediately afterwards Newton gives utterance to this 
deep reflection : " if the parts of space are turned out of 
their place they are, so to speak, removed from them- 
selves " ; but even that will not do, and so we receive 
the amplifying assertion about these relative spaces — 
'' the spaces are their own places " {spatia sunt sui 
ipsorum loca). And when you are stuck fast in this 
utterly senseless empirical jumble, you are taught that 
this space (of which you were told on the previous page 
that it is such a matter of common knowledge that it 
needs no explanation), — ^is beyond your ken, and that 
" you are not able to separate its parts by means of your 
senses " ; and therefore, and here comes the gem of the 
whole, since you are dealing with something not percep- 
tible to the senses, something impossible of distinction, 
therefore, quaniam, you must assume perceptible mensura- 
tions {mensuras sensibiles). So with perception you are 
to reach the invisible, and to measure something the parts 
of which you are not able to distinguish I The cause of 
this confusion which could only be cleared up by the 
highest critical circumspection and the finest analysis, 
lies in this, that manldnd is not possessed of a clear 
appreciation of its own intellect : we interchange the 
Scheme which is only capable of being thought with the 
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true perception of the soises. There m the case of aether 
(just think of the theory of undulation and its powerless- 
ness in respect of colour) that which pertains to thought 
intruded into perception with disastrous results ; or 
perhaps it would be more correct to say, — since the aeth^ 
is, as you will remember, a thought converted into 
perception — ^the human intdlect proved incapable of 
producing out of its own powers a sjonbol which should 
equal Natiure : here, in the fundamental conceptions of 
djmamics as developed by Newton, the same intellect 
proves incapable of freely discovering thoughts in aU 
portions, that is to say, of converting into thoughts its 
perceptions by the senses. In order to bring our percq>- 
tions under a few fundamental conceptions we invented 
the law of inertia : but the thoughts of absolute space, 
endless time, the uniformity of a body, which acc(»:ding 
to definition should be alone, and so removed from all 
comparison, — all this is not known to us by perception. 
From empirical perception we borrow that minimimi of 
perceptions of the senses without which our theoretical 
thoughts would be empty, that minimum without which 
the scheme could not be fashioned : but true perception 
never exactly tallies with this theoretical schematisation. 
And so we come to a standstill as soon as we in all too 
great simplicity attempt to satisfy the human intdlect 
without a metaphysical critique, although in practice 
all goes well enough, and a Newton erects a building 
worthy of everlasting admiration when once we grant 
him a certain series of premisses as unthinkaUe as they 
are imperceptible. •• 

You see from these considerations how important it is 
accurately to investigate the critical domain between 
perception and thought, and also how many difficulties 
throw us into confusion by piling themselves up against 
our tmderstanding. Happily there is one function of our 
intellect, one, only one, mathematics, which allows us to 
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clear up this matter to perfect distinctness. One general 
explanation, and then I propose to start upon a discussion 
of Descartes' relationship to mathematics : in this way 
-we shall by degrees reach daylight, and we shall have no 
difficulty in seeing how all this may be appUed to the 
study of Kant. 

I propose here to insert a diagram which will serve as 
a pause, and give my words a really comprehensible 
meaning. If we express the range of the human intellect 
by a quadrangle, — a, circle would be better, and a globe 
of course still better— we can in general terms affirm 
that one half belongs to the senses, that is to say, to 
perception, to that which is perceived, the other to the 
understanding, thought, the formation of comprehen- 
sions.; those are the " two quite heterogeneous portions " 
of which Kant spoke a while ago. A more minute con- 
sideration, however, such as that which the history of our 
natural sciences has forced upon us, will soon convince us 
that pure perception and pure thought are not directly in 
contact, but that there is an intermediate domain which 
serves to help the crossing over of the one to the other. 
There are certainly no fixed boundaries; we are not 
dealing with a machine the wheels of which simply lay 
hold upon one another, but with a Uving structure in which 
every single organ in combination with all the other 
organs forms a unity at once real and ideal. Whereas 
in a watch the parts come first, and it is only in the end 
that the watch as a whole comes into existence by the 
combination of the parts,— in a living body the Being 
itself is the first, and that which we are pleased to distin- 
guish as parts or organs, is formed by degrees and has 
never more than a conditional importance in regard to 
the Being, since the division of the functions does not 
take place, as in the watch, according to an immutable 
stencilled pattern, but one organ can even take up the 
duties of another. Still a Scheme will serve our present 
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purpose, and a Scheme is only clear when it is schematic, 
that is to say, absolutely quadrangular and rectilinear. 
So we will draw oiu: quadrangle and assign one half to 
the Senses (the Sinnlichkeit of Kant) and with them to 
Perception, — the other half to the Understanding (as 
Kant calls it) with its conceptive Thought. But, towards 
the middle, pure conceptive thought crosses over to per- 
ceptible thought, and in the same way, towards the 
middle, pure perception of the senses crosses over into 
thoughtfulness. Tliis boundary land I will denote by 
hatchings. 

You have already seen how the understanding strove 
to annex into its own domain the visually seen percep- 
tions in regard to Motion, and how with this intent it 
drew them over, not without violence, by the help of 
Schemes to its own special boundary land of perceptible 
thought ; and before that you had seen how the senses 
had succeeded in awakening to a glorious life scientific 
thoughts which had up to then remained unfruitful, and 
when weU considered generally unthinkable, by the 
means of the discovery of a sensible and perfectly percep- 
tible Sjonbol, the aether. 

The sUghtest reflection will surely suf&ce to show you 
what a travelling backwards and forwards goes on 
within the human intellect. If, for instance, in our laws 
of Motion stress should be laid only upon the theoretical 
and arithmetical, which was the case with Newton the 
juggler in figures, then these laws end by losing all per- 
ceptibility, they leave our middle line for the boundary 
of the hatched part, they become altogether thoughts : 
but with Descartes in these very same laws of motion 
it was the conception of the senses which prevailed, and 
more recently with Hertz in the same way the geometri- 
cally perceptible: by those means the thought shifts 
towards the middle line, that is to say, towards the 
Symbol, and Theory becomes relatively mwe §chwi?ttic 
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'than theoretic. The same thing takes place with our 
-tLhoughtful perceptions. They may belong so entirely 
^o the senses, that is to say, they may stand so entirely 
on the edge of this hatched region, so far therefore from 
tilie half assigned to the miderstanding, that comprehen- 
sion is not in a position to grasp them. Goethe's meta- 
xxiorphosis is an example of that. Descartes' aether, on 
-the contrary, belongs in an important degree more to the 
realm of thought, in spite of being still quite concrete. 
The symbol of the aether can be drawn into itself from 

The Middle Domain 




the conceptive portion of our being with such violence 
that, as you have seen, in the end every concrete concep- 
tion fades away, and aether subtilises itself into a motion 
as yet only imagined, dispensing with every perceptible, 
material foundation (see page 130). In this case then 
not only is the nuddle line crossed, and the Symbol 
turned into Scheme, but this Scheme itself is as yet httle 
more than Thought. I conunend to your understanding 
the Ph3rsics of Lord Armstrong and the " Primitive 
animal " (Urtier) of Goethe as the two most remote and 
most opposite ends of our " buffer state." In the one 
9ase ^ conception (the moy^ment Qf tji§ No -Thing i^i 
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empty space) which wipes out all conceptibOity down 
to the uttermost remnant, so that it is impossible to 
think of it any more ; in the other case a thought (the 
original creator of all individuals, itself without any 
individuality) has so completely materialised itself that 
there remains not even that minimum of conceptibiltty 
without which no form can be clearly recognised. 

From this schematisation and this warning against the 
misuse of the Scheme, let us now turn to Mathematics. 

The characteristic of the science of Mathematics is 
that it takes possession of the " buffer state/' the hatched 
part of my diagram, and exactly fills it. Here is a case 
where no scheme can be too uncompromising. Both the 
two forms of Mathematics (on the one side the perceptible 
form of the science, — Geometry or the doctrine of Forms, 
—on the other, the comprehensible form, — Arithmetic 
or the doctrine of niunbers) reach inwardly with exact 
precision towards the middle line, that is to say, towards 
the boundary line between the two domains of the 
understanding and Perception by the Senses. But 
inasmuch as mathematical science reaches outwards 
only exactly so far as the boundaries of this intermediate 
region, and does not cross it, so there arises between its 
two parts a reciprocal independence, an exact Parallelism 
which is nowhere else to be found between perception 
and thought. That which is thought mathematically 
contains nothing which might not also be perceived, 
and that which is perceived mathematically embraces no 
forms which might not also be grasped by thought. 
Here that unconscious shifting to and fro, of which we 
spoke just now, does not take place : every mathematical 
conception, every mathematical representation of ideas, 
has its appointed and immovaUe place. The two 
mathematical fields of intellectual operation axe not 
identical, — ^the diagram shows how entirely autonomous 
they are, — and yet they are a matched pair, the one 
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being the counterpart of the other. On the other hand, 
the sharp definition of the middle line conditions such an 
rmcompromising antithesis of the two mathematical 
functions as nowhere else occurs between perception and 
the representation of conceptions. Here there is no 
siich gradual crossing over as we found between other 
Schemes and Symbols. Geometry is pure Symbolism ; 
the science of numb^^ is Schematism devoid of all 
Perception, it is the prototype of what Kant called 
" thoughts without contents."'* The conversion of 
the one into the other can only be effected suddenly, 
and is, as I shall show presently in detail, the result of a 
purely internal and arbitrary deUberation. Even where 
the two parts of the middle line are very close to one 
another — I shall give an example immediately, — ^there 
are no means of changing form into numbers gradually ; 
on the contrary, the concordance between thought and 
perception must be seen directly. If mathematics were 
not a purely human thought and perception, if we had 
to derive them from experience, as for instance we do our 
perceptions of the movements of bodies, then indeed we 
should be in a bad case ; for Nature, as outer experience, 
gives us no handle whereby we may bring form and 
numbers into connection. By good luck, however, our 
empirical shallow pates are at fault, and in geometry we 
possess our archetjrpical Symbolism, and in algebra our 
archetypical Schematism, and therefore, — ^pray note this 
therefore — since mathematics are a form of thought and 
perception dwelling in us, and since they exactly fill that 
frontier domain of our intellect, therefore it is here, and 
here only, that we are in a position to convert Symbol 
into Scheme and Scheme into Symbol in their absolute 
entirety. '^ 

I shall make this conversion clear to you by an example. 

When a boy receives his first instruction in calculation 
by letters (Algebra) the poor wretch is in the first place 

L— R 
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compelled to learn by heart a series of equations, of 
which he can make neither head nor tail, not because 
there is no food for thought in them, but because on the 
contrary they are matters exclusivdy of thought, since 
they deal with pure and therefore empty (" void of 
contents ") conceptions, absolutely without any percq>- 
tion. The first of these equations runs thus : 

(a+6)««a«+2a6+6*. 

That is to say, a and b added together and then multiplied 
by themselves equal a multipUed by itself, added to 
twice the product of a multiplied by b, added to 6 
multipUed by itself. Is not that a terror to listen to ? 
But if we take heart, and jump out of schematism mto 
the symbolism of our intellect, we immediately see the 
truth of the proposition, without wasting a single thought 
on the matter. Let me show the thing in a diagram, 
only begging that jrou will not exercise thought upon it, 
but just simply open your eyes. 
We take a line a and add to it in a straight line the line 6. 



And now upon this line we build an equilateral and right- 
angled quadrangle. 
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VHiat you see here is (a+b)^. That this square is equal 
to the square on a increased by the square on b, increased 
by twice the right angle which consists of the length a 
and the breadth b, you will see directly from the following 
construction whidi I build into our quadrangle. 





6* 


a* 


Ob 



In this way Algebra has been converted into Geometry, 
the scheme of numbers into a Form-Symbol. And you 
need only invert this simple example, that is to say, 
think of the square and the construction introduced into 
it as the starting-point, in order to understand that it 
must of necessity be possible to convert every geometrical 
construction, every play of constructive phantasy, into 
a purely comprehensible, mtirdy perceptible, in other 
words algebraical, expression of figures. 

In the case which we have just been talking about 
mathematical perception and mathematical thought were 
in close proximity to the dividing middle line : there was 
therefore no difficulty in grasping the comprehension as 
material, the perception as abstract : generally, however, 
they are far removed from that line, and it was Descartes 
who first taught us how we must set about in order to 
succeed in revealing the Scheme as Symbol, the Symbol 
as Scheme, a discovery by means of which he became 
the founder of the so-called higher mathematics. And 
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here it is that we must now follow him if we wish once for 
all to ascertain the relationship between thought and 
perception, which is indispensable for any understanding 
of Kant.w 

The whole course of our considerations up to the 
present will easily convince you what a special attraction 
mathematics must have exercised on a man like Descartes, 
on a man whose distinguishing gift it was to discov^o' 
S3nnbols and Schemes, in other words, to make the 
visible invisible, and the invisible visible. Yet, if we 
wish to imderstand Descartes' personal method of per- 
ception, it is important that we should be accurately 
instructed as to his position in regard to matheniatics, 
and that is just where our school-books lead us astray. 
In order, therefore, to be able to speak of Descartes' 
mathematical achievements, my first business must be 
to dispel the common, and almost without exception 
ruling, misunderstanding about Descartes' conception of 
mathematics, and about the place which they occupy in 
his whole thought. This is the only way in which we 
can extricate ourselves out of the jungle of meanin^ess 
phrases into the free Pamir of clear insight. 

In our scientific knowledge of Nature mathematics 
play the part of the mechanism which electric engineers 
call a commutator or current reverser. As soon as we 
succeed in arriving at phenomena, — even should it be in 
so arbitrary and contradictory a way as was the case 
with Newton in his doctrine of gravitation, — ^the game 
is won ; we go on turning the current, i.e. the perceived 
into the conceptible, and the conceptible into percepticni, 
exactly as in the {a+b)^ The one helps the other forward, 
and so we are ever rising higher and higher, and that 
without ever falling into error, for the simple reason that 
we are only woiidng within our own intellect, and so 
make images and thoughts take their proper jdaces in 
regard to one another. That was what Descartes, after 
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Plato, was the first to see ; he it is who endowed us with 
the thought of analytical geometry, with which we shall 
immediately busy ourselves more closely: yet he did 
not remain caught in the meshes of purely mathematical 
ideas, but his masterful intellect stretched out far above 
the science of mathematics. If it is absurd to follow 
Schopenhauer in representing Descartes as undervaluing 
mathematics, so it is hardly less full of misunderstanding 
and misleading to exaggerate the significance of mathe- 
matics in his thought and for his philosophy. The image 
of the aether and the thought of the law of Inertia are 
sufficient proof that his development of this mathe- 
matical juggling only served him as a preliminary exercise, 
and so he holds that it is to be understood by others, as 
his Rigles pour la direction de Vesprit clearly set out. 
The doctrine of numbers and forms does not contain 
truths ; rather is it in one respect quite empty, the emptiest 
thing that one can imagine : for in it neither is perception 
nourished by comprehensions from outside, nor do its 
conceptive gymnastics allow of enrichment by special 
thoughts ; mathematics are simply a system of formal 
principles of perception and the concatenation of con- 
ceptions.'* Descartes is continually laughing at the 
professional calculateurs and gSomiires, and says that 
their business is de s'occuper de bagatelles. Open any 
work on philosophical history, you will find every- 
where that Descartes declared that mathematics are the 
" origin and source of all truths." Nothing has done so 
much to turn good brains amongst us from Descartes as 
this reputed saying. For what is one to think of so silly 
an assertion — at best a sort of mjrthical P3rthagorean 
symbol of Nature, something which was in truth further 
from this man than from all others ? And yet no man 
doubts the authenticity of the position, otherwise it 
would not be quoted with the usual inverted commas in 
one learned German work after another, and the whole 
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thing is just a matter of mistranslatioii. The passage in 
question occurs in the Xlth volume, p. 219, of Cousin's 
edition. Descartes, has just set out the first princi];des of 
his Method, which he reduces to two principles only: 
first and foremost, and as indispensable, the clear perc^ 
tion of the object {rifUmHon) ; next, as second, the con- 
sistent and unbroken deduction of the propositions {la 
diducHon). Here the perception of the senses and under- 
standing appear in their first and most elementary relation- 
ship.^ Still their redprodaJly conditioning interplay 
cannot but lead us much further. So Descartes points to 
Mathematics as an example, and as the only safe schoding 
for the application of this quite universally adopted 
Method, — ^mathematics which he holds to be incomparaUe 
and indispensaUe as an exercise of the alliance between 
the most manifest perception and the strictest logic — 
and then comes the sentence which has given rise to the 
misunderstanding to which I have alluded : je su4$ 
convaincu qu'eUe est supMewe d tout aiUre moyen humain 
de connattre, parce qu'eUe est Vorigine et la source de touies 
les viritis. The pronoun elle refers to the Method, the 
great universal Method, the Method of the reversion of 
the current, — not to Mathematics 1 The Method of 
the reciprocal interpenetration between perception and 
thought is the soiux:e of all true knowledge — ^this Method t 
In no way mathematics by themselves and of themselves, 
of which Descartes on the following page assmres us that 
there is nothing more empty. Rien de plus vide. Even 
as a matter of grammar the thing is out of court. Elk 
could not refer to mathematics which are almost always 
spoken of in the plm^, and in this very passage are 
without exception given as les maihhnatiques and eiUes. 
How little Descartes was inclined to look upon mathe- 
matics as the '' source of all truths " is suffid^itly 
manifest from the fact that he reckons les nombres et les 
figures among those ideas qui ne peuvent pas iire esUmies 
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s#n put neant, quoique petU-itre eUes n'aient aucune existence 
hors de ma pensie, and that in another place he says of 
tbem, elles ne peuvent pas itre cansidirees comtne des 
substances, mats seulement comme des termes sous lesquels 
la substance est contenue,^^ But that is the way in which 
Mre treat our great men ; instead of adopting an infinitely 
subtle, vivid, pregnant knowledge, we accredit the genius 
ymth any manner of patent absurdity at which every 
commonplace man runs a tilt with solemn self-satis- 
faction.^* Just as little truth is there in the afi&rmation 
that Descartes taught that philosophy was destined to 
become a " universal system of mathematics/' an af&rma- 
tion which we in the same way meet everywhere. He, on 
the contrary, called attention to the fact, as Plato had 
already done, that in a series of Sciences, — ^he mentions 
optics, astronomy, mechanics, acoustics, everything must 
at last come to a question of mensuration and figures, and 
this remark leads him to the afi&rmation that all these 
sciences in combination with geometry and arithmetic 
form une science mathimatique en giniral, or une 
science mathimatique universelle. But this description 
holds good only in contradistinction to the other sciences, 
and so far from saying that the universal science of 
mathematics is all-embracing, Descartes asserts expressly, 
" I have busied myself so much with it that I think that 
I may henceforth devote myself to higher sciences, 
without having to fear being over-hasty/' Descartes 
would have agreed with Kant, '' Philosophy makes use 
of mathematics only as an instrument." For the rest he 
himself clenches the question into a convenient and 
correct formula when he says, " In my method the 
science of mathematics is the husk and not the core." 

It was indispensable to replace a conception that is 
meaningless and false into the bargain by a true apprecia- 
tion of Descartes' conception. So much for that. There 
is only one more thing which ought to be brought out in 
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this connection, and that is the strong insistence vhich 
he lays upon perception as the source and fountain of all 
truths, for that is the true conception of Descartes' 
teaching. It would be quite imaginable that a phibsofdier 
might have set up this '' mathematical method/' and yet 
have taken the abstract side as his startiig-pofait. 
Descartes did not do that. On the contrary, jost as in 
mathematics he takes his stand upon geometry, so he 
consistently insists that perception {riniuiHon ts he calk 
it) is the one and only indispensable foundation of all 
knowledge. What he prizes above all in mathematics 
is that " they exercise the phantasy in the right con- 
ception of forms and motions, and so accustom us to 
represent phenomena to ourselves correctly/'** It is 
not the least of the achievements of the pion^r that be 
introduced the principle of perception into philosophy in 
the stead of the method of tyrannical and sterile logic 
which up to his time was alone dominant. It you read 
the writings of Descartes, you will at once be struck by 
the frequency with which such expressions as voir claire- 
ment, concevoir fort clairement et fort distincUment, 
ifnaginer clairement, la conception ividente d'un esprit 
sain, etc., occur : the foundation-stone upon which the 
whole of this philosophy rests, is simply clear perception, 
and so it is that the first power of man which must be 
methodically developed, is la perspicacUi en envisageant 
distinctement chaque chose, which means, " the piercing 
glance which shows itself herein that we shoiild see 
ever3rthing clearly." Yes I but " perceptions without 
conceptions are blind " ; it is conceptions that first 
make them intelligiUe. Thus it is that in Descartes the 
algebra of didttction follows upon the geometry of inhtiHon, 
and that the sagacite d observer rigoureusement Venchaine^ 
ment des choses follows upon perspicaciti. It is character- 
istic of geometry that by itself it does not carry us very 
far. It is true that a carefully planned geometrical 
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c^oxistruction contains all the connections which may later 
b^ drawn from it, still the eye is clumsy and confused, 
axKl the more we succeed in converting that which is seen 
in1:o that which is thought — in this case connecting forms 
iii.^o sjnnbols of figures, — ^the richer will be the results. 
I^liis experi^ice drawn from the practice of mathematics 
^wras applied by Descartes to all other spheres of thought, 
e:3cacting that we should first see clearly, and then dissect 
^^wlth flawless logical keenness, ^thout a brilliantly 
powerful perception of the material empirical world, no 
true knowledge, — ^nothing but cobwebs of the brain i 
>^ithout an " algebraically " dexterous analysis of that 
i^hich has been seen clearly and lightly, no true science, 
no i^iilosophy I It is always the same principle : the 
interplay between understanding and the senses, between 
conception and perception, between Scheme and Symbol. 
And of all importance is the doctrine that perception 
always takes the lead, while logical dissection exclusively 
comes into play in the second place. Pure intuitions of 
reason and pm« logical arguments have no value for 
Descartes; they are objectless. In contradistinction to 
the schoolmen not only of his own time, but also of the 
nineteenth century, Descartes declares roundly, " logical 
f <»rms and syllogisms are of absolutely no use for the 
discovery of truth," — " Dialectics are rather a hindrance 
than a help." They can only play a part secondarily, — 
only in the analytical investigation of that which has 
been discovered by direct and experimental perception.*^ 
That is what Descartes understands by his " mathe- 
matical method." Fundamentally his attitude towards 
mathematics is precisely the same as that of Plato, who had 
already suspected and preached the intermediary position 
of mathematics, and on that account ascribes to the 
exercise of mathematical methods an incomparable 
significance for the development of the power of know- 
ledge, but nevertheless laughs at the professional mathe- 
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matidans when he says, " they make themselves ridicnkHis 
with their fussing, as if with their complicated calculations 
and barbarous terminology they were achieving son^ 
mighty thing, whereas the whole significance of mathe- 
matics lies in the fact that they serve as a medium of 
philosophical thought and as a road leading to know- 
ledge/'^* Descartes was conscious of this historical 
connection. According to him the thinkers of antiquity 
would have found it impossible to recommend mathe- 
matics as a philosophical instrument, if by them thqr 
had only understood calculation ; he was more inclined 
to believe qu'ils recannaissaiefU une certaine sciemu 
tnathimatique diffirenU de uUt de noire dge, and it was 
this other science of mathematics which he once more 
took up. 

I think we have now quite intelligibly shown how 
there is no inconsistency in Descartes when he at cme and 
the same time declares that there is nothing " mote 
empty" than mathematics, and in spite of that holds 
that the philosopher is bound to spend much time over 
their study. And since you now know that when he 
busied himself with mathematics it was not on account 
of any formal whim, not on account of any Pythagorean 
cobwebs of the brain, but on the one hand in the interest 
of the precedence of perception over thought in every in- 
vestigation of nature and mankind, and on the other hand, 
in the interest of the conscious handling of that method 
by which perception and thought reciprocally help one 
another. Since you also are in possession of the com- 
forting assurance that it is no barren philosophy, but 
scientific and living perc^ti<m of the world that is at 
work here, so I hope that you will have the courage to 
climb one last rocky peak with me where the sharp pure 
air of the glaciers will be wafted around us. If Descartes 
has by others been misunderstood, and has remained 
unrecognised, there is one act of justice rendered to him 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DESCARTES 251 

>y every cyclopaedia. He is the first inventor of analjrtical 
jeometry, with which he revolutionised our whole doctrine 
>f geometry and numbers, and gave the impetus to the 
lisoovery of the so-called higher mathematics, upon 
iv^Iiich again ornr modem sciences of Physics, Mechanics, 
atxid Astronomy are based. It is now necessary that you 
sliould see Descartes, — ^who made his discovery not as 
a professed mathematician, but as an amateur after a few 
inonths of self-taught studies, — ^at work in this direction ; 
the detestation in which we hold all verbosity, should 
steel you not to rest before you have grasped in its solid 
significance the question which lies at the bottom of our 
observations of to-day. I admit that we shall here have 
to tread the special path of mathematics, and that is 
distasteful to the man who is no mathematician ; yet I 
liope we shall succeed in applying ourselves to the subject 
in such a way that even those who are absolutely ignorant 
of mathematics will be able to see exactly what we are 
driving at. And with this we shall in the first place gain 
the advantage of obtaining a quite exact idea of Descartes' 
individual method of Seeing: in the second place we 
shall gain the knowledge, not merely theoretical but 
absolutely concrete resulting from practical perception, 
that every transition from thought to perception and 
vice versa, — even where (as in mathematics only) it 
takes place with absolute precision — has in itself some- 
thing artificial and arbitrary, from which it results that 
perception which is thought always remains more or 
less a Scheme, and thought which is perceived always 
remains more or less a Symbol ; last not least, we shall 
be driven on a purely perceptible and therefore entirely 
safe road, to the very central point of that Kantian 
perception to which it is otherwise so difficult to gain 
access, and which is so dark and difficult to illuminate. 
That point is the conception of the Transcendental. In 
this way Kant's method of Seeing the world will no longer 
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be so foreign to us, and we shall have gamed in addition 
an advantageous standpoint for a later study of his 
philosophy. For these reasons I urge you to follow me 
for a while in the pure domain of mathematics.^* 



In order that you may make your way with some 
pleasure into the subject of analytical geometry, which 
touches the innermost essence of mathematics, I must at 
the outset tell 3rou what was the aim of this discovery of 
Descartes. It is necessary that you should know this, 
otherwise you would see nothing but a sort of ipse 
dixit in the proceeding, and that might mean aston^ 
ment, but it could not mean understanding. 

With the help of perceptible mathematics, namely 
geometry, simple protdems may be solved, but not 
complex problems; human imagination soon gives up 
the task : a very comfdicated system of lines and points 
and bodies, which assert themselves in various wajrs, is 
something which we cannot put with perfect clearness 
before our eyes ; we are not in a position to compare 
differently formed bodies directly with one another ; we 
are not able to see, to recognise with our eyes, the out- 
come of it all. But in a quite different measure we are 
able to deal with the mathematics of omception, that is 
to say with numbers or the symbols of numbers ; for in 
this case the master law-giver is not perception, but 
Logic, and that implies the opportune succession of a 
linked chain of insight into facts, instead of a Present 
only to be deciphered by a direct and simultaneous com- 
bination. If we deal with numbers logically we need 
not trouble ourselves about the perceptible meaning of 
each single operation of calculation ; the correctness of 
the result is the important matter. That is why m^ 
very eariy came to reduce lines and rectangular figures 
to numbers, as, for instance, expounding the relationship 
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of the square on one side of a rectangiilar triangle to the 
squares on the two other sides, not perceptibly by drawing 
figures, but arithmetically and algebraically. But how 
arrive at a universally valid expressicm in numbers for 
complex figures, such, for instance, as curves ? That was 
the question upon which many men busied themselves, 
and no one foimd the soluticm. 

Here it was that Descartes came to the front as a crea- 
tive genius. He perceived that to reduce a curved line to 
a sjnnbolical expression in numbers, the first necessity 
must be to bring the particular curve (circle, ellipse, volute, 
etc.)i into relaticm with straight lines. The next task 
to be solved was the discovery of these straight lines. 
Once sdve that difficulty and discover the relations 
between the curved line and the straight line, then what 
ivas elusive would be brought to a standstill, the curve 
would be bent straight, and the object would be attained ; 
for as you will see presently, straight lines can always be 
considered as nimibers (real or S3mtibolical), and a fixed 
relationship between straight lines is therefore at the 
same time an arithmetical relationship. Thus the curve 
which is seen, becomes an unseen, logical, arithmetical 
expression, and can take its place in every arithmetical 
series by means of various calciilations. In this Descartes 
succeeded. With simple imconsdousness of the magnitude 
of his achievement the first sentence of his GSomStrie tells 
us : Tous Its problimes de Giomitrie se peuvent facile^ 
tnent rSduire d tels termes qu'ils n*est be^n par apris 
que de cotmattre la longueur de quelques lignes droUes pour 
les construire. As coins and watches disappear in the 
hands of a conjurer, so in the hands of Descartes the 
visible became invisible, the geometrical, arithmetical. 
But you will at once remark that with this achievement 
the inversion was of necessity given at the same time. 
For it was only necessary to strike into the opposite 
direction, and at once we were in possession of a form 
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for every futile arithmetical f cvmula I Here yea have 
the whole Descartes. Goethe declares that man can wrest 
from Nature nothing more valuable than — 

W$HH tie iMm offenbare^ 
Wis sie das FesU lisst mu Geisi vsninnen^ 
Wis sis das Gsistrsrssugtsfsst bewakrs— 

" When she reveals to him how she lets the substantial 
lapse into the Spirit, how she preserves as substance 
that which is the child of the spirit." 

^nce Descartes has pervaded the life of man as teacher, 
there has been no geometrical form which we have not 
been able to let " lapse into Spirit/' that is to say. turn 
into an arithmetical expression, — ^into an equation merdy 
thought, — no arithmetical picture " child of the Spirit " 
which we have not been able to convert to something 
seen, something substantial. That is the essence ol 
analytical Geometry. 

Now we may proceed to a closer exposition. 

I hope that you are not scared either by Greek words 
or by the jargon of mathematics. Both are accessiUe 
if you only approach them in the right spirit. Greek was 
once spoken in a sunny land, — spoken by men who 
possessed the immeastnable luck not to be forced, as we 
are, to gag their spiritual life into dead idioms, — men 
among whom the sage drew his words from the same 
Uving well as the shepherd, and so was understood by all : 
and as regards mathematics this discipline by the applica- 
tion of the right method, was capable of being brought 
home even to the least gifted, — at any rate in a certain 
measure, — ^for mathematical ideas are common to us all. 
and in their essence elementary. La facUiti suprime is 
what Descartes praises in all true mathematics. 

Analysis comes from a^oKvew, a word which means to 
unloose and also to set free : it signifies therefore the 
unloosing of a single perception into simpler component 
parts, — the setting free of the elements out of a com- 
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bination. That is why the resoluticm of any body into 
materials which are not cs^Ue of further disintegration 
is called '' Analysis." In mathematics the word imjdies 
in the same way the disintegration of a given proposition 
into its component [>arts. You will, however, at once 
meet me with the question. How can one disintegrate 
figures into compcment parts ? To represent to myself 
70 as 10 times 7, or as 58 plus 12, or as 210 divided 
by 3, is a purely arbitrary proceeding in my Inain. The 
ntmiber 70 or 7000 or 7,000,000 is just as simple and 
just as impossible of disintegration as 7 or i. Certainly ; 
and yet it is just as capable of disintegration, for the 
number i is capable of disintegration ad infinitum so 
soon as it pleases me to look upon it as a product. The 
same holds good of figures ; a circle is a circle, a globe 
a globe, a pyramid a pyramid, each positively a symbol 
of unity : still I am able to imagine the globe as actually 
consisting of segments which have grown together, as in 
the case of the orange, and in accordance with that I am 
also able to take it to pieces. I can think of the circle as 
a line rotating roimd one of its extremities, or as a variety 
of an eUipse, or as a slice taken out ai a cylinder or a 
cone, or as the place of an endless number of coincident 
equilateral triaxigles with the same vertical point, and 
in fifty other waj^ besides. In this way the structural 
unity is at my bidding set free into multitude. I find 
m3^self within the domain of pure human will. Here 
there is no such practical concrete analysis as there is in 
chemistry, where by mechanical methods of attack I 
can resolve a combined body into several qualitatively 
different component parts, nor is there any operation 
analogous to philosophical " analytics," in which com- 
plicated ideas and conceptions are reduced to the elements 
of which they are composed : but mathematical analysis 
is the autocratic setting free of a given magnitude into 
several other magnitudes for purely practical reasons, in 
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order, that is to say, in that way better to calculate, and 
this end is attained as soon as the original idea in ^>ace 
has been reduced to an expression in which there is 
neither space, nor possil»lity of representation, — an 
expression which is in accord with numbers. In a wider 
sense the converse process belongs also to mathematical 
analysis, — the constructicm (A a superficial image or of 
a soUd body out of a combination of numbers. It had 
already occurred to the Greeks of later times to transfer 
to the realm of numerical calculation geometrical problems 
which it was difficult or impossible to solve by direct 
means. But the next point was one which they did n<^ 
attain, for it was contrary to the genius of that peof^e to 
convert the visiUe into the invisible, and therefore they 
made no great progress in that direction. In contradistinc- 
tion to the Greeks the Aryan In(£ian achieved his best work 
in the logical calculation of amceptions (arithmetic and 
algebra) : but he lacked that geometrical eye which is 
dominant in matters of form. It was the Teuton who 
was the first to possess the right intellectual aptitude for 
thb twofold work, and Descartes was the one and only 
man who stood so exactly tipon the boundary fine that, 
without being a mathematician, and after a short period 
of study, he by pure instinct forced the door throu^ 
which himdreds and thousands dashed after him. Car en 
nuUhimatiques — he says in the last sentence of his 
Geomitrie — lorsqu'on a k$ deux ou trots premiers termes, 
il n'esi pas malaisi de trouver les aubres. Et j'espire que 
nos neveux me sauront gri, non seulement des choses que 
j'ai ici expliquSes, mats aussi de celles que j'ai omises 
vohfUairement, afin de leur laisser le plaisir de les itwenter, 
Descartes, as I have said, set to work with the utmost 
simplicity. He was in the twenties, and an officer ; in 
order to fill the leisure of winter quarters, and because he 
had remarked that the study of the mathematical sci^ices 
is oi incomparaUe methodical value {dies accouiumeni 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DESCARTES 257 

I'esprii d se repattfc de vMtes),^^ he undertook to take a 
bird's-eye view of this discipline. But he had always 
abominated numbers, the wading about in a sea of end- 
less calculations ; powr ce qui est des nombres je Wai 
jamais pritendu d*y Hen savoir, he writes to his mathe- 
matical confessor P^re Mersenne; he belongs to the 
open-eyed division of mankind; mathematics are for 
him the science of forms and motions : his repugnance to 
arithmetic is so strong that it is only geometrically that 
be establishes all its operations, addition, subtraction, 
division, multiplication, even the extraction of Roots. 
TotUes ces opiraHons doivent Hre ramenees d Vexamen de 
Vimaginatum, et U faut les ftgurer aux yeux, pour ensuite 
en expliquer V usage et la praiique.^^ But D^artes soon 
remarked that mathematics as taught by the professors 
are a prosy, dull afiair, a compound of many parts : he 
despaired of learning them in this way, and of making 
them into a living knowledge. And yet, he said to him- 
self, all these branches of mathematics deal with the same 
thing, the relation of magnitudes to one another: a 
plague upon all then* Geometry and arithmetic I I shall 
henceforth only fix my eyes directly upon these relative 
magnitudes : je pensai qu'U v(dait mieux que fexaminasse 
seulement ces proportions en giniral. 

Of course you understand what he means by the word 
proportions. It may be a matter of comparison of absolute 
magnitude between similarly formed bodies ; that is the 
simplest case, and always without more ado to be referred 
to the difference of numbers, in other words to arithmetic ; 
but the comparison may also be the relation to one 
another of different forms, and this is what is so actively 
present to Descartes. In this case it is not a question of 
whether a thing is great or small, but of the forms which 
are posable to our phantasy, seeing that each is different 
from the other, and without the absolute magnitude 
coming under observation. The circle is a f onn differing 

1.-3 
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from the square, it is also a foim difiering from the 
elUpee or the volute. The same holds good of a |^be, a 
cube, a pyramid. They are different forms. Humanly 
^>eaking each one of these forms is subject to a q)ecial 
law, or if you prefer it a special thought, and this thought 
is a fixed relation to the extension in space towards the 
various directicms. Goethe says of the perception of 
natural objects, '* There is in the Object something of an 
unknown law which corresponds to the unknown law in the 
Subject."^ In geometrical forms we supply both object 
and subject, and thence the idea of law is at once a matter 
of compelling strictness and of boundless elasticity. A 
ball of the size of the planet Jupiter is, as a matter of 
thought, as like a billiard ball as two hairs areto each other, 
for the reason that the relative proportions are the same : 
the c(»nparison of the two is exhaustively expressed by a 
simple arithmetical proportional equation : 

a : 6=si :x 

a, the billiard ball, is in relation to b (Jupiter) as i to x 
(the requisite number). But, on the ccmtrary, we are 
dealing with a quite different sort of comparison if I hold 
the billiard ball and the cue together, and do not wish 
simply to establish the relative bulk of the two, ior which 
a pair of scales would suffice, but to bring into comparative 
rebtion the law of form of the one, and the law of form 
of the other, that is to say, reduce them to an equation 
of mutual relation. All ibis, the intexrelation of magni- 
tudes and the interrdation of forms, is what Descartes 
speaks of as proportions. What he asserts is this, that the 
different branches of mathematics ultimately ne con^ 
siiirent amtre chose que Us diverses proportions qui s'y 
trouveni. And inasmuch as the monotony of mere 
arithmetic is repugnant to him, and he is wearied by the 
calculations incident to the geometry of sohds, he just 
asks himself one question : What will be the simplest 
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iMray for me to compare different forms with one another ? 

The answer is, by reducing the problem to one of the 

relations of various straight lines to one another, d cause 

que je ne trouvais rien de plus simple ni que je pusse plus 

distincUmetU represenier d mon imagination el d mes sens. 

You see then the first and constant thing postulated is 

something which can be represented, clearly represented, 

obvious to the senses. Yes. But supposing that I should 

analyse many forms in this way, I shall obtain a whole 

forest of lines. How can I carry them in my memory ? 

And how can I continue my investigations of their 

reciprocal interrelations ? For this purpose the lines 

must be reduced to an expression in numbers : il ftUlait 

que je les expliquasse par qudques chiffres, les plus courts 

qu'il serait possible. And he ends by saying, je pensais 

que pof ce moyen femprunierais Umt le meiUeur de la 

gecmetrie el ie Valgibre, et corrigerais tons les iifauts de 

I'une par V autre. 

You now know how it was that the idea of analytical 
geometry arose in the intellect of Descartes, and in what 
form it flk>ated before him. It contains absolutely 
nothing abstruse or learned which need scare us laymen. 
On the contrary, it was in direct opposition to the pro- 
fessorial men of science that Descartes invented hb 
method, and in answer to a friend who communicates to 
him attacks from all sides on his geometry, he writes, 
yaurais mauvaise opinion de mes pensies, si je voyais que 
les doctes les approuoassent. I imagine that you will 
already have remarked what is the ttuning-point of the 
whole method. It is the establishment of the line as 
intermediate between form and Numbers. And this 
means exactly : it is the discovery of that point where- 
in the doctrine of magnitudes, sense and understanding, 
perception and thought merge into one another, where the 
visible becomes invisible, and vice versa. In a late work, 
which unfortunately remained unfinished, the Rigles 
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ptmr la direction de Vesprii, Descartes very clearly laid 
down this mediatory principle of his : pat les lignes U 
faui reprisenter tatUot des grandeurs continues (i.e. forms) 
tani6t la pluralUe et le nombre ; I'industrie humaine ne 
peui rien trouver de plus simple pour exposer touies Us 
differences des rapports; so the relation between the 
straight lines stands exactly in the middle, pointing on 
one side to the visible form, on the other to the essence 
of abstract numbers. 

We are now sufficiently equipped to start upon the 
concrete observation of analjrtical geometry. But I 
have to insist that what follows must be treated as a 
series of ideas without your ever for a moment being 
contented with thought alone, as apart from ocular 
demonstration. 

Surely it is plain to the eyes that I can, if I so choose, 
conceive every straight line as a number ? For example, 
if three straight lines stand in relation to one another as 
5, 4, and 3 (it is immaterial whether we are speaking of 
yards, or feet, or metres, or miles), I can call them simply 
5, 4, and 3, and so calculate with them : every builder 
does that daily, and that is really geometrical analysis, 
for it is the conversion of a conception in space into a 
\ number which has nothing to do with space. But your 
builder now goes a step further. Supposii^ that the line 
5 represents the one side of the house which is to be 
built quadrilaterally and that the builder wishes to 
know the size of the area for his work, there is no need 
for him to measure it with his measuring tape, nor to set 
it out on paper : the required area results from the siun 
5 times 5. This sum 5 times 5 is what the science of 
arithmetic calls the square of 5, or 5*, or 5 in the second 
power. And if the house were to be of the same height as 
the breadth, the builder need only write 5* that is to say, 
5 times 5 multiplied by 5, and he would know exactly 
what would be the space included in the cube-shaped 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DESCARTES 



261 



house. If the sides of the house are unequal, he has to 
multiidy the one by the other as a x6, then by the height, 
c, and with this a 6 c he has at once at his conunand all 
the conjuring tricks known to him by the study of 
arithmetical logic, without reference to the concrete 
house which has to be built. 






For as soon as I have written down the numbers instead 
of the line or the area or the body, the visible form fades 
away — a* is simply the number a multiplied by itself, 
b^isb multiphed by itself and then again by the product, 
abc the multiplication of the numbers a, b, and c with one 
another.^ The form absolutely disappears, and only the 
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measurements remain. Up to this point the matter is 
simi^dty itself. But if you examine your poiwer at 
imagination, it will soon answer that of all forms it is 
ixily those that are rectangular that allow themsdves 
to be reduced in this simple way to lines, and cooseqoently 
again resolved into numbers, whether these rectangles be 
plainorsolid. AU these rectangular forms can be imagined 
as originating in the rectilinear movement of limited 
straight lines, and this rectilinear movement may, like 
the straight hne itself, be expressed as number without 
further trouble. If I say a I name the line : if I say «* 
I name the superficies which comes into existence vrbm 
a moves lengthwise alcmg its length ; if I say a' I am 
naming the cube which arises when this superficies 
moves upwards to the length of a. The same thing 
takes place in the case of rectangles with unequal sides ; 
we can represent all of these to ourselves as proceeding 
from the movement of two or, as the case may be, three 
lines of different lengths. Thus a 6 is the movement of 
a along b, and abc is the movement of the superficies 
a b along c. The line is therefore comprehensive as a 
number (exjdete or symbolical), and what is perceived as 
the movement of this line is to be understood as the 
multiplication of the niunber : a* is the multiplication of 
the number by itself, a b the multiplication of the number 
by another number. Therefore, inasmuch as rectangular 
figures can without more ado he reduced to single straight 
lines and to single rectilinear movements, — ^it is easy to 
reduce them to an expression in niunbers. The numbos 
5» 4. 3» or the letters a, b, c, correspond to the length of 
the component lines, and what we call exponents, that is 
to say, those smaller cyphers which Descartes taught us to 
write above and to the right of the larger figures, — for 
that was his invention,—- denote the movement of the 
lines. As socm as you conceive of the matter as visible, 
these algebraic figures are shorn of all their abstract 
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terrocs. The smaU 2, as in appoints to a simple movement 
out of which only a superficies arises, therefore a space 
ci two dimensions, hence the 2 ; the small 3 points to a 
doable movement, and consequently to a sdid body, that 
is to say, a form of three dimensions, hence the 3. When 
therefore I reduce rectangular figures to the measurement 
of Imgth and indications of movement, denoting the 
measurement by ordinary cyfdiers, and add the move- 
ments by small cyphers written in above, as eiq;xmaats» 
I have obtained a very shnple expresskm ^x^ch I can, at 
wfll, iock upon as a visible form, or as an arithmetical 
coDcepdon. But how am I to deal with forms windi axe 
not rectangular? Question your own sound natural 
power of conception. Unless a man be a second Descartes 
he will have d^culty in finding the answer. 

Not to extend this mathematical excursus too far, we 
will only take into consideration one single case, that of 
the curves in a plane, that is to say, of such curves as you 
may draw upon a sheet of paper, and which correspond 
proportionally to the rectangular superficies. How can 
these curved lines be made capable of a similar solution 
into arithmetical magnitudes ? Without the help of 
strait lines the transition frcmi curves to numbers is 
unthinkable. Numbers have no analogy in any shape 
with visible thic^, beyond on the one hand the circum- 
stantial analogy with objects exhibited side by side, 
and on the other han4 with straight lines. This second 
analogy is not, as you might think, drawn from the first, 
but arises out of the essence of numbers which are to be 
thought of as a rectilinear continuation. The numbers 
5, 6, 7. are essentially identical in their nature, only 6 
is longer than 5 and shorter than 7.*^ The curve, on the 
other hand, is an idea which arithmetical conception can 
nev^ reach : it lacks the necessary pliability. The 
esseiKse oi the curve is form, the essence of arithmetic is 
indifference to form. It is ther^ore only the straight 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



a64 DESCARTES 

line that can be of any assistance in the task of ccmverting 
form into numbers. For we may define the straight line 
as follows : it is the only line \(diich even if it be produced 
to infinity creates no form. It is pure magnitude and 
pure numbers. How then can I bend into pure formless 
magnitude and pure comprehensible numbers magnitude 
which is possessed of form and numbers ccmditioned by 
form, and at the same time locked in form ? Here, too, 
I can only succeed if I reduce form to movement, bat 
even so the movement must be rectilinear. 

Take a ruler : let a slider with a pencil slide to and 
fro from one end to tl^ other on this ruler, and let this 




pencil be placed perpendicularly to the ruler in a capsule 
which may be drawn out and comfH^ssed at pleasure : if 
you hold the ruler immovably on a sheet of paper yon 
are able to draw the most complicated curv^ with the 
point of the pencil, as you, on the one hand, push along 
the ruler the sliding capsule which carries the pencil, 
and on the other hand, by lengthening and shortening the 
distance between the pencil's point and the ruler. You 
must now consider the resulting visible cmve as being 
produced by the length of the ruler and the pencO ; and 
as a matter of fact that is what it is. So this curve 
expresses the varying relation between three straight 
lines, of which the one, the ruler, has retained its length 
unaltered, while the two others which express the length 
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of the pencil and the position of the slider on the ruler, 
have been changeable. Looked upon purely from the 
mechanical point of view, that is the proceeding of Des- 
cartes in the analytical dissection of a curve. It was with 
the help of such considerations and instruments that he 
arrived at his thought. You see how this man is always 
and everywhere wandering on the boundary line. The 
problem as a whole deals with the conversion of the 
visible into the invisible and vice versa. Its solution he 
arrives at by a perpetual shifting to and fro of the ideas 
of rest and movement. For the curve which he wishes to 
" anal]^/' the circle, the eUipse, the spiral, the volute, 
etc., is in the first place something granted, a symbol of 
that which is perfected, eternal, immovable. But next he 
considers how he may r^;ard it as arising out of the 
movement of straight lines, and thus rest becomes move- 
ment. Then there is the return of movement into rest. 
For these lines in motion serve to attain an immovable 
arithmetical expression. 

A concrete example will at once show how Descartes 
obtains the straight lines for a given curve, and out of 
the lines an arithmetical expression. I choose for the 
purpose the simplest curve in a plane, the circle. 

With the help of a piece of packthread and a piece of 
blue chalk I draw a circle on the waU. Our circle is 
obtained by turning a straight line round one of its ends : 
that, however, gives us nothing available for anal3^is, 
which needs the relation to one another of several lines. 
This causes Descartes to refer the generative law of this 
fixed figure to the relation between one inmiutable 
straight line of an ascertained length and two other 
movable lines (cf . our immovable ruler with the movable 
pencil attached to it). Only you must not for a moment 
imagine as regards the construction, which is the result, 
that it possesses any thinkable significance in nature, 
outside the human brain, or that in practice a circle can 
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oome into existence id that manner; Descartes only 
delineates it, because it b bis pleasure to do so, because 
the thing can be thoo^t at in that way, and because all 
sorts of amusing results arise out of it. Well then, how 
does Descartes set to work ? He accepts the circle as 
given, within it he draws two straight lines perpendicnlar 
to one another, and the feat is done. The one line — the 
most important one— he draws from the circumfereoce 
to the centre. For the sake of greater deazness I draw 
the line horixontally, but I mi^t if I chose draw it in 
any other position. This line is always called it, firom the 
initial letter of the Latin word Radius vAdch signifWy; 
the spoke of a whed, and later was adopted into scientific 
language as a descriptiogi oi the half of the diameter of 
thedrde. Descartes had all the more reason for retaining 
the sign R in that the French word for the half-diameter 
is Aojwfi, and the Germans have ooly to think of their 
own origmal word Radspekhe (the spoke) for the R to 
lose all the evil taste of the dust of the sdKX>ls. This line 
K is a fixed, immutaUe, ascertained mathematical 
magnitude. If the drde is a concrete and present figure 
I can measure it with a yard measure : if we are only 
dealing with the form of the cirde in general, I cannot 
r^esent any length in csrphers, but the line R is none 
the less a recognised, immutable magnitude, that is to 
say, in relation to whatever may be the circular line of 
which it denotes the half-diamet^ . Wdl then, upon this 
immutable line I set up at right angles to it a seciond line 
viuch, inasmuch as it is aA unknown magmtude, I call y. 
and which I represoit to myself as movable upon iR, 
that is to say, which I can move to and fro upon R, from 
one end to the other, exactly as we did just now with our 
pencil. But this second line is not only nunraUe, but 
also of variable length. In every single (dace, that is to 
say along the whole length of R. its Iragth difiEers ; and 
indeed the (organic rdation between its length and its 
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place is settled by the curve in question, in this case 
therefore by the line of the circle, inasmuch as we always 
produce this line y to the periphery of the circle by which 
we allow it to be cut off. If, therefore, this movable line 
is raised at the inmost point of 1?, that is to say, at the 
centre of the circle, it becomes itself a half-diameter and 
its length equals that of the line R ; that is the maximum 
length which it can attain ; if on the contrary it is set up 
at the outermost point of R, it is immediately cut off by 
the circumference line, and its length becomes zero.' 
Between zero and a length equal to R the hney can have 
every conceivable measurement. And, as a mere glance 
at the diagram will show, its length will everywhere be 
determined by its place, and its place by its length. One 
word more and then we shall have gathered all that we 
want. The line R is, as we know, immutable : but it now 
contains a movable element, namely the point at which 
the movable line y is erected. You need only think of 
the slider in our mechanical example. I will now make 
use of the centre of the circle as a starting-point, and 
from that measure the lines to the point where the line 
y meets the line R, and this line I will call x. Since y 
moves along R this line x is manifestly variable and its 
value, as a single glance at the diagram will show, will 
always diminish or increase in an inverse ratio to that of 
y. If y is at the centre, x dwindles away at once to zero. 
If y is at the outer end of the Radius, x becomes equal to 
R. X is, as you see, in the same case as jf ; its length value 
can take every step between zero and the length of R ; 
but, in addition, its value must always of necessity be 
conditioned by y. As a result of this construction we 
have now three values, of which one, R, is immutable and 
the two others, x and y, are mutable. What unites these 
three values into one organic relation to one another, is 
first their fixed reciprocal poation in space, secondly 
their fixed relation to the centre-point and to the peri- 
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phery of the circle by which they are bounded. Now 9s 
these values stand in a relation to the circle, so too does 
the circle stand in a relation to them, and in this way they 
will serve us to gain an expression for the curve in lines, 
and that means in numbers. This relation we can 
describe in the following very simple fashion : 




That is to say, expressed in words, the square on R, — no 
matter whether the circle be great or small, and no 
matter what may be the position of y, is alwaj^ equal to 
the square on y multiplied by the square of x. But you 
must not be led astray if this equation talks of sqiiares : 
for R, X, and y, are lines, and the exponent 2 points, as 
you will remember, to the movement of a line akmg its 
own length ; every one of these three squares is therefore 
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resolved by this formula into a line and a movement : 
but the line as well as the movement can be compre- 
hended without more ado as a number; consequently 
that reixresentation of a visible geometrical relation is at 
the same time, if we choose, an algebraical equation, and 
that means a purely arithmetical expression. As such 
it belongs to the protean domain of abstract mathematics, 
" thought without contents " ; it is conception without 
perception, and so gains in pliability and logical multi- 
plicity of significations what it loses in visibility, lliis 
algebraical equation (R^^x^+y^) is the analysis of that 
fiat curve which we call a circle. 

I have no intention of stopping to furnish a proof of 
the correctness of this affirmation that jR*=«*+3^* It 
is very easily demonstrated geometrically, and is to be 
found in Euclid (as the Pythagorean proposition). Its 
interest for us only lies in the fundamental idea of Des- 
cartes, the idea of the resolution of the visible relations 
of measurement and form into invisible, abstract arith- 
metical relations. Any one who is interested in the 
matter can construct the proof empirically with the help 
of a circle and a millimetre measure. Nor shall I wait to 
show that there are other analytical equations which can 
be made up in behoof of the circle, and that for many 
other curves, as also for the analysis of bodies of three 
dimensions, a far more circumstantial process is needed ; 
the principle remains the same. Moreover, my conscience 
pricks me in that I have not led you precisely on the 
same way as that which Descartes followed, and because 
I have been so bold as to exhibit analytical geometry in 
a manner completely different from that ordinarily 
adopted. You can read Descartes, if jrou are able, for 
his Giomitrie is not easy, inasmuch as he wrote it with 
purposeful obscurity in order to avoid plagiarisms;^' 
or you can take up that beautiful monument of German 
industry. Cantor's Vorlesungen iibcr Geschickte der nuUhe- 
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maiik, if you wish to make acqnaintaace with pcse 
matheoiatics in their hiBtorical devdqpraent. In neither 
place will jrou meet with my exposition; if I ha:ve 
failed, this hint may be taken as an apology.^ If I have 
taken my own road it has been because I had a goal of 
my own in view. My peculiar way of looking at the 
subject grew out of our precedent course of thought, to 
which it now carries us back. Let me thcsefore, m cdosmg 
this mathematical excursus, only say briefly that this 
algebraical analysis of geometrical perceptions is the 
foundation of almost the wbde immenaft deTdopment 
of modem mathematics, and with them of all pfag^sics. 
The eiq)ert mathematician, it may be said, sees in his 
mind's eye, in such a scheme as R^^x^+y\ things 
which otherwise he would never have seen in the mere 
visible symlx^ ol the circle. True, the seen curve has 
faded away, but in its place that creative law of f onoft, as 
we have called it, appears perhaps even racxe distinct, — 
at any rate as a stimulus to new thoughts. The analytical 
equation is to the mathematician what the ground plan 
is to the architect ; unintelligible to the layman, such a 
manner of schematising reveals to the expert things 
which he would never have been able to see in the con- 
crete : that is to say, it leads him to the discovery of 
relations between the dififeient forms which no power of 
perception would have been able to reach — and he has 
only to discover another, cfev^y chosen, algebraical 
formula for his curve, in order to obtain an elevation in 
additicm to his groimd {dan. He is now also in a position 
to investigate the properties of forms which, on account 
of their great complications, would be besrond the power 
ol the ^e to unravel, and perhaps impossible to re- 
present mechanically. Thanks to this method, he has 
reached a pdnt where he can investigate the properties 
of figures of ioar dimensions, as well as of otters that 
are beyond the power of imagination. 
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You see that this road leads to the deepest depths of 
metaj^iysics, but at the same time and in the same 
measure to the coatemplation of the imseen. For now 
all equations can be converted into form, and with 
the help of two Mnes which exactly correspond to the 
R and y of our example, dreary, duU rows of cyphers, 
snch, for instance, as statistics, are conjured into curves 
ivhidi at once fumisb every layman with intelligible ideas, 
and allow the mathematician to penetrate the mysterious 
laws to which Phenomena are obedient. ^^ 

We need go no further now. Let me add a general 
survey. 

What Descartes' intervention has signified for mathe- 
matics in general may, I think, be summed up in a 
remark whkh at the same time pomts directly to that 
v^hich we have had in view in this excursus. We might 
indeed, unless I am mistaken, show that the peculiar 
duplex character of the infinitesimal calculus, caUed into 
life by Descartes and followed up under his instigation by 
Ferrat, Pascal, Barrow, Newton, Leibniz, the brothers 
Bemouilli, and others, rests upon the fact that it stands 
with one foot in perception, with the other in abstraction. 
To grasp the fundamental conception of the infinitesimal 
cakulus (that is to say, remember, as " thought "), is so 
infinitely difficult, not to say impossible, that Camot, 
one of the most competent of specialists, assures us that 
very many professional mathematicians have not under- 
stood the significance of their own calculations ; j^et as a 
consolation he adds : il est certaines idles primithes qui 
laissent toujowrs quelque image dans V esprit, mais dont les 
premiires cansiquences une fois Hries, auvrent un champ 
vaste et facile d parcourir.^^ Historically the infinitesimal 
calculus grew out of the observation of geometrical 
problems, and <mt of the lucky inspiration to consider 
these as phenomena of motion : far from being an 
abstraction, this mode of calculation is unthinkable 
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unless we take the perception of the senses as a starting- 
point. Infinitely small magnitudes are magnitudes that 
the eye no longer can see, but only the amception can 
still imagine : the transition from sensilnlity to tmder- 
standing takes place here materiaUy : the calculation by 
letters penetrates like a microscope where the object 
fades before the naked eye, and communicates " imaginary 
images " to the brain (see page 74 seq.). Perception and 
abstraction are both of them moving in a region near 
the central line of demarcation. Up to Descartes' time, 
then, mathematics had, so to say, always been hopjang 
upon one leg, either in perception or in abstraction. He 
taught them to stride forward vigorously on both feet ; 
the start in mathematics could not long be delaj^. We 
too to-day, within our modest limits shall gaii^ a similar 
advantage. 



We have now come to an end of the constructive part 
of this lecture. It would be delightful to f dlow Descartes 
still further; the proud, angular, domineering, and at 
the same time aristocraticaUy reserved and sensitive 
nature of this thinker, fills us with respect and sympathy^ 
and there would still be much to bring forward about 
him and his life in amplification and correction of the 
known descriptions of him; scnnething of this wiU 
perhaps, now that we are quite accurately informed as 
to the principles of his method of perception, weave itsdf 
in autcmiatically in the further course of our studies. 
But at this moment another duty lies before us, that is 
to say, to turn to account the sum of our labours of to-day 
for the recognition of Kant's intellectual aptitudes. ^^ 

It is the fashion, — ^wrong as a matter of method, — to 
start from the simplest point, from that which analysis 
shows as the simplest component parts. Far rather 
should that which is best known serve as starting-point 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DESCARTES 273 

in expositions and exfdanations, whether it be com- 
plicated or simple. This is the only way in which direct 
perception^ with that power of persuasion of which it 
has the monopoly, can maintain its rights. That is why 
I chose as the main theme of my first lecture the conflict 
between Idea and Experience. In that way we certainly 
gripped the problem of perception by the most complex 
and difficult phenomenon that it perhaps ever exhibits. 
But the advantage was just this, that we at once faced 
the whole, that is to say, that which is living, true, and 
sure, as it is common and well known to us all. We all 
have our experiences and our ideas, and even if we are 
not accustomed to analyse them, one word is enough, 
and every one knows what we are talking about ; and 
even though Goethe's perceptions and Goethe's ideas 
were of an august nature, they none the less spoke 
directly to our understanding, and that which was 
perceptible might almost have filled the whole lecture. 
Next, however, we followed Goethe's advice to " work 
our way out of the whole into the parts " ; in the second 
lecture we grasped the problem more closely on both 
sides, when we made the conflict between the pure form 
ol^all perception and the empirical material of perception 
our chief subject of study. Simple, and apparently easy 
to survey, was the relation between the two in the plastic 
artist, who kept before his eyes the scheme of his under- 
standing, half pure and half perceptible, in order that he 
might see more exactly, that is to say, in order to "think" 
more clearly that which was seen, to comprehmd it more 
exactly : far more complicated did it become, — ^harder, 
that is to say, to expound, and so also harder rightly to 
grasp, — as soon as the understanding drew the pheno- 
menon over to itself, so that the pure scheme of the 
senses became the main point, whilst the empirical 
phenomenon itself, or at any rate its foundation in the 
perception of the senses, — paled almost to fading away. 
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Calling to our mpport die conflict btlween 
optics and Goethe's doctrine of coloiiis, we tried to 
as dear an e^qplanation as possible of diese 
To-day a new conflict has arisen before us, no longer tiie 
oae between pure perception and empirical p er cepti op; 
but that between perception as a function of the 



and conceptiUe thought as a function of the mider- 
stancfing. CarefuUy considered, thb conflict is far 
simplar than that between id«i and experience, and even 
in its essence easier to grasp than that between pure and 
empirical; what makes it difficult to unravd is the 
comfrfex interioddng of the parts: what I have faeMl 
before me to-day as my chief aim has been to arrive at 
a clear conception upon this point ; no man in the ^idiole 
history of the worid could tendar us such oon^cuous 
service in this as Descartes. 

You must know that with the hdp of Descartes we 
have become acquainted with a way of seeing, a recog- 
nition, a conviction, a view, a method,*«-oall it what you 
will— which is absdutdy fundamental for Kant's philos- 
ophy. And this point is just the one of all others wbkh 
is looked upon as the daricest in his philosophy ; it is the 
pons asinorum before which the great majority of the 
flighty searchers after knowledge turn tail — and not they 
alone I I could name a worthy modem stud^it and editor 
of Kant, who only so far masters the difficulties wladi 
are to hun insuperable, that he dedares roundly that this 
f undam^ital thought of Kant's '* has no scientific value," 
and therefore that it is not worth while to break OQe*^ 
head over \v4iat Kant may have meant : indeed that the 
whole diflSculty was only an '' invention " of Kant's — 
GuUr MtU, halbe Arbeit, says the proverb, and so appai^ 
ently thought the learned Professor. Still we look at the 
matter from another point ; happily it is not my business 
to explain the famous and dreaded chapter of the Kritik 
44r reinen Vemwnft^^Vcn dem Schcm^kisfims ifar reimm 
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VernUmde^egrige — ^I have only to diow in thecomnuMiest 
outline those f oundatioiis oi perceptioii which lator, in 
the artistic connecticm iA the system, go to the greatest 
depths, and are therefore the subjects of the moat secret 
exposition. ** Unhappy is the ^>eaking man/' cries 
Emerson. V If I speak I define, I confine, and am less." 
This " unhappiness of the speaking man " Kant had to 
expmence: still he would not consent to make his 
thoughts less, the crabbed genius of truth forbade it ; 
and so th^ became dark, dark as the powers which rise 
in the growing life of the gdden-<ocooned chrysalis ; he 
who does not call eyes and heart to his help will never 
understand this thinker and will never, freed from the 
darkness of the pupa, fly aldft with him on the wings of a 
new knowledge. But to-day, as I said before, our office 
is far more modest, and I am glad to be aUe to give the 
surprising assertion that we have achieved our task, and 
we now need only recapitulate it briefly, systematically, 
and with peculiar refer^ice to Kant. 

Descartes is of special value for the understanding of 
Kant because, with a striking resemblance in his intel- 
lectual aptitude in general, he has little capability and 
still less inclination to busy himself with the nice analysis 
of abstract comprehensions; that is why with him 
evaything remains so concretely visible. That he insisted 
upon the critique of the human intellect as an indis- 
pensable foundaticm for all science is proved by a 
quotation at the very outset of this lecture ; moreover 
the expression " pure reason " occurs oiiea in his works ;•' 
yet whatever there is of pure metaph3^ics in his philos- 
ophy is rather symbdical than critical. Masterfully and 
fordUy he simplifies, and then he places his rough-hewn 
Mocks as landmarks to show that he too has travelled 
thnmgfa this domain, and then hurries on further to 
those scientific investigations which take complete hold 
of him. StiU these somewhat rough-hewn symbcds of 
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metaphysical knowledge have exaxised an ineompaiabk 
power upon later thought, as for exam[de the distmctioii 
of every substance into thought and ezpansioo. Lake an 
Alexander among philosophers he thus cut a Gordian 
Knot which aU the desperate attempts of the spiritualists 
and materialists have never been aUe to join together 
again. 

" Reason," says Kant, " proves its loftiest duties wben 
it distinguishes between the world of the senses and the 
world of the understanding/' Its loftiest duties! So 
great weight does he attach to this first and elementaiy 
direction of critical reflection! The senses and the 
understanding are in his view " the two extreme ends " 
of human knowledge. The ^ortest formula is as follows : 
" the business of the senses is to perceive, that of the 
understanding to think.'' More closely thought out, and 
more accurately anal3rsed, it runs thus : our knonriedge 
springs from two intellectual sources, of which the fint 
is the reception of notions (receptivity of impressions), 
the second the power of appreciating a thing throu£^ tl^ 
agency of the notion so received (spontaneity of CGDcep- 
tions) ; the first gives us the object : by the second the 
object is conceived in relation to the notion (as a roeit 
diagnosis of the mind), and aU this is rather an accessoiy, 
a preamble, a preparation, an exercise of the under- 
standing in the intellectual niusery ; the true depth of 
the Kantian method of perception is first attained wfaeo 
the philosopher reaches the certainty that the one '' end *" 
of knowledge (the senses) is incapable of the smaDestj 
result without the other " end " (the understanding). 
Unless the senses alford notions no thought can arise; 
and unless thought furnishes its directing power, no 
perception of an object can take place. Experience,-H 
and in that word we express all that we are, — is therefore 
V always " a product." If experi^ice is always a product; 
then it would be simpler not to think of it as arising 
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ind combined out of two different and separate origins, 
>ut rather as an original unity, which is only split 
nto two component parts by analsrsis. Yet this 
>b]ection is in reality very superficial, and all that it 
^fEects is the reopening of the door to insipid empiricism^ 
sLCCording to which the understanding arises out of the 
senses, and to objectless mysticism, which makes the 
world of perception arise out of the reason or the will ; 
against which Kant at once admits that " the two stems 
arise perhaps out of a conunon, but to us unknown, root," 
^while he declines to waste his strength upon this unknown 
and unknowable thing (unknowable inasmuch as it lies 
outside experience),*® but at. once declares that we 
possess no organ or power by which we can ever go beyond 
experience, and that in all experience the two stems 
are there, always capable of bemg proved to be distinct, 
and always postulated as united.** 

Kant is the only philosopher of experience — I wish to 
lay earnest stress upon that — ^he is the only strict philos- 
opher of experience known to the history of human 
thought. That makes his greatness, and it is that which 
makes him so unapproachable to most people. To 
philosophise with Schopenhauer is a delight, not to say a 
luxury ; Kant, on the contrary, warns us with inexorable 
earnestness, " That the understanding of which the first 
duty is to think, should instead of that fall into extra- 
vagance, is something not to be forgiven." To philos- 
ophise with Buchner, Haeckel, and their like seems to 
comfort many brains that we may presume to be atavistic- 
ally retrogrside; but Kant finds only one predicate, 
impertinefU, adequate to the affirmations of materialism 
and naturalism, and he exclaims with loathing, " Whoso 
has once tasted Criticism, is for ever disgusted with all 
^ dogmatic nonsense." You must not be misled by that 
much-abused word Idealism. In my further lectures I 
shall have to offer a few remarks upon Kant's nomen- 
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clatnre ; here ooe word wiB suffice : whea a critic of Mr 
Reine Vemunft described Kant's tearhmg as a " system 
of the higher idealism/' the sage at once answered wittfly 
and with fine solemnity, '' For goodness' sake not kigkert 
High towers and the metaphj^cally great men who re- 
semble them, both surrounded by much wind, are not lor 
me. My [dace is the fruitful depth of experience."** 

If you wish to know Kant's method of Seeing, if yoo 
wish to overlook no fundamental feature of hisintellectnal 
personality, then j^ou must never lose sight of this iamous 
saying, " my place is the fruitful depth of experience." 
This limitation brings into play at the same time a second 
fundamental characteristic, — that of unconditioQal truth- 
fulness. The very same truthfcdness which finds such 
crabbedly lofty expression in his moral writings rules 
here in the philosoidiic critique of human reason. And 
even this removes Kant far away from us, makes him 
inaccessiUe to most of us. It is not the truth that we 
long for, but lies : and fies are on the watch for us ever^ 
^diere ; the lie invisilde and unnoticed, like the bacteria 
and microbes, worms its way into our brain in the character 
of " suggestion," nests there and multq>Ues, untfl even if 
we were able to get rid of the intruder and its brood, we 
should still be unable to destroy its network without 
ruining our own power of thought. It needs not only 
extraordinary keenness of thought, but also extraordinary 
honesty of thought, and incorruptible love of truth, even 
a whde life of self-discipline, to fit oneself to the fe^rt 
that our ^diole thought and bdi^ is surrounded by a 
brazen wall, and that we must resign oursdves to our 
fate, since we have neither wings to fly over the ramparts, 
nor the power of reaching the other side by burrowing 
under the earth. 

From this strict limitaticm to experience we arrive not 
only at Kant's peculiar method of perceptimi, but also at 
the special difficulties which many ot his percq>tions 
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present to our understanding. One word more in this or in 
that direction, — ^the kast little strain exercised upon our 
thought, — what Kant calls experience, — and all difficulty 
would disai^pear. But Kant never makes allowances. 
'' My place is the fruitful depth of experience I " I 
believe that I know that Kant may be called the greatest 
of all thinkers : yet I know with absolute certainty that 
he is the hcmestest of aU men, and that this loftiness of 
character means the Sun under whose rays his mental 
work ripens. 

With all this you must be familiar if you wish to 
understand Kant's position in regard to the " twoicid 
stem '' of all human knowledge, and actually to know 
why he looked upon the wcnid in this way and in no 
other. His iron law Imids him to experience alone ; he 
will neither dig for that "common root," — ^always 
destined to remain hypothetical and perfectly incom- 
prehensible, since we can only understand that which 
bdongs to experience, — nor will he have aught to say to 
dreaming and Dogma. That is why he considers the 
twofold sense and understanding as double, and that is 
^y the organism of the practical union of the two 
inside all experience can only be disentangled by the 
most painfully exact observation and critique of the 
facts of experience in the mental life. Kant is not 
concerned with being easily understood; what he is 
concerned with is spotless truth, above all with never 
ova:stepping the boundary of experience. Great is the 
reward 1 Kant is right : the bathos of experience is 
fruitful. What we learn here is inexhaustible, and it is 
not only true but useful. Kant's philosophy distinguishes 
itself in Mo from all other methods of philosophy in this» 
that it watches over itself practically step by step ; it is 
alwa}^ directing itsdf towards two goals, natural science 
\ and moral doctrine. What can I know ? What am I to 
do ? Thoee are the two great questions which exercised 
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the sage of Kdnigsberg. And what characterises him alone 
among aU others is that in the answer to both qoestioos 
he forbids any overstepping of the boundary of experience. 
Thence we see not only a Goethe but also a Johannes 
Miiller leaning upon Kant, and thrice to-day not only 
our most important and freest professors of philoso;^, 
but in the same way many of our leading investigatcHs ol 
Nature, go back to Kant. Few have be^i adequately 
schooled to grasp Kant purely and fully ; but merely to 
touch the banner-bearer of crabbed, and at the same time 
energetic and richly active truth, suffices to ennoUe all 
thought. 

For to-day we must content oursdves with the stand- 
point of a Descartes who looked upon the last questi(His 
of philosophy rather from a ps3^ological than frc»n a 
purely metaphysical point of view. That the tmder- 
standing and the senses are two is a matter known to us 
clearly and in detail by practical examples imm the 
history of the Sciences. By seeing Descartes at work, 
first in the domain of the physical sciences, where on the 
one side the aether and on the other the laws of motion 
served us as main examples, and secondly within the 
narrower field of mathematics, we became aware of a 
tolerably complicated relation, which might otherwise 
easily have remained unknown to us. We discovered 
that between those " two extreme ends of human know- 
ledge," as Kant called them, there lies a uniting middle 
land :— outwards the boundaries of this buffer-country 
are rather indistinct, while, on the contrary, the dividing 
line which runs through the middle, and separates the 
two halves of our intellect from one another, remains 
dear and sharply defined, even to a hair's In^adth. We 
are taught that we must make our comprdienaons 
evident to the senses, otherwise they remain empty : true: 
but what the understanding sees in making its compre- 
hensions evident to the senses, is not that oth^ " extreme 
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end/' not the unadulterated perception given by the 
senses, but only a schematism of the senses, schemes 
vrhich at their best reach the divisional middle line. We 
have to submit our perceptions to comprehensions, other- 
wise they are blind : to be sure, however, these concep- 
tions must for this purpose be very essentially materialised, 
and the result is not pure thoughts, but a symbolism. It 
is then certainly no simple occurrence when we make our 
conceptions perceptible to the senses, and bring our 
perceptions under the category of conceptions. 



the Mi ddlg Dom ain 




Kett is our ultraschematic diagram, ready to render us 
further service. If we were to direct our eyes simply 
towards the general division into understanding and 
perception by the senses, we should not reach far beyond 
Aristotle, who also in dose connection with Plato dis- 
tinguished the nature of thought {vciiTiKov) from the 
nature of perception by the senses {iuirdiTucw), and who 
consequently was like Kant and Descartes, antimaterialist 
and antispiritualist. The matter first' gains a living 
interest, as well psychologically as metaphysically, through 
the discovery of the intermediary domain, and of the 
complicated phenomena which take place there. " Never 
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is a comprehcn«ion directly in lelation to an ob|ect, bol 
only to some dilteient idea of that object" That was the 
one great discovery. It is ampHfiftd by the next : even 
if all percq)tion of the senses brings to ns fiomethmg 
manifold, *' we recdve in the first place no ob|ects ol 
empirical knowledge, and therefore no experience " ; tke 
rather does experience first come into being by the 00- 
q;>eratiim of a function of the understanding, since it is 
comprehensible imagination which brings into omibkia- 
tion, ''the many-sidedness of perception" — with that 
imity which is indispensable to all experience. There 
you have Scheme and Symbol. And I am convinced 
that you now aocuratdy understand the whde matter at 
issue, since you have seen by Descartes' great thoughts of 
Inertia on the one side and the £ther on the other, what 
a Scheme is and what a Sjnnbol is, — how each arises, 
what it means, and what are its limits. 

I should like to remind you once more of Goethe's 
precious saying, *' all thinking is useless for thought." 
True thoughts always come as it were of themselves, their 
birthplace lies just in that middle land where perception 
and conception join hands. And it is the same in the 
case of the understanding of the thoughts of another, 
where the chief matter of importance is far more the 
subjection, than any exertion, of the intellect Kant 
himself warns us that " Insight cannot be forced and 
hurried by exertion." The man who wrinkles his fore- 
head and draws his eyebrows together, will never make 
any progress. The expression of the true desire to under* 
stand is the widely open eye which shows how inwardly 
as well the mind gre^hly sucks up every ray of li^it in 
the cme endeavour — ^to See. If you have yourself already 
seen what the other man saw and how he saw it, dien 
his thoughts will automatically readi you. Hence, now 
that we are about to take a very decisive step, I repeat 
the petition which I have already made to you, to think 
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as little as possible, and see as much as possible. " In 
order to be comprehensible one must talk for the eye/' 
sa3^ Herder in his Reisefourtud. 

You remember the first steps which we had to take in 

order to arrive at a comprehension of the boundary-land 

between the senses and the understanding. Here again 

Descartes helped us : we only needed to see him at work 

in the province of pure mathematics. Without the 

assistance of mathematics we should never have arrived 

at com[dete distinctness. But since without perception 

there can be no thought, and since almost all percepticxis 

are of empirical origin, that is to say, arise through 

impressions from without taken up by our senses, so in 

the majority of cases the problem of experience is from 

the outset very complicated, — as we saw in the case of 

metamorphosis. You have only to examine our Scheme 

in order to convince yourselves how difficult it must be 

to ascertain the precise mental topography, that is to 

say, the exact place of an idea, which is forced upon us, 

given by perception, thought by conceptions, — ^but only 

thought when it is given, only given when it is thought. 

Such an idea has generally speaking no fixed {dace ; it 

is shifted to and fro ; the commutator of the middle land 

suddenly converts the one into the other, and e.g. wh9t 

was in Goethe a pure intensive Symbol of the senses, in 

Darwin is converted into a perfectly artificial, abstract, 

logical Scheme. The advantage of mathematics was 

that we found there pure schematic thought and pure 

symbolical perception within our own mind and without 

any adulteration from outside. Hence the topograj^y 

was perfectly fixed, and hence with mathematical 

precision, — ^as we may well say, — scheme and Symbol 

corresponded to one another. The most important point 

which we gained from analytical geometry, was this, 

that the dualism of our intellect, expounded by Plato, 

Aristotle, and Descartes, but first accurately analysed by 
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Kant, is no matter of theoretical acceptaticm, but a 
mathematically assured fact. All Monism is a lie, not of 
course a subjective lie, nor a lie for those who are, <x 
think they are, capable of soaring above aU experience, 
still an objective lie, a lie so soon as Monism is to have 
value inside of experience. A gradual transition from 
perception to conceptions, or vice versa, from conceptions 
to perception, — an absorption of any sort, — ^is something 
which never takes place. In empirical experi^ice there 
is still room for doubt ; the invisibly complicated relations 
lead to many a deception : Mathematics, however, teadi 
us something better. We certainly shall never deny that 



and R^=x^+y* 

are two exactly corresponding expressions ; but no im- 
prejudiced man will be able to avoid feeling the arti* 
fidaUty and arbitrariness, I might ahnost say the tyranny, 
of such a proposition. Logic is powerless against it, for 
such propositions are outside the pale of logic : perception 
loses its rights in face of it, for perception is suppressed. 
The proposition possesses no trace of a meaning beyond 
the connection which I, as man, assign to it. That I 
have the courage of such a proposition does not prove 
that it has any objective sense outside of my own intellect, 
but only that there is a subject which is capable of uniting 
into symmetrical relation the two dissimilar parts of its 
intellectual organism. And it is just this construction of 
relations, not drawn from experience, but by means of 
which, uniting the two parts of our mind, we first make 
experience possible, — ^just as by the relations between 



V)igitized by Google 



DESCARTES 285 

mental calculation and perception we make the higher 
ma.tliematics possible,— it is just this that Kant describes 
by the dreaded, often used and seldom understood word 
" transcendental."" 

Mathematical anal)rs]s has here served us as an example ; 

but I must ask you to make a careful distinction. It was 

tlie single msln of genius who succeeded in setting up the 

equation R*^x^+y\ and in endowing it with meaning ; 

another man may introduce another equation with the 

same object. \^at is no achievement of ours, but is 

simply a fundamental law of the human intellect, i& the 

fact that it is only the straight line that has the power to 

convert form into numbers and vice versa. Thus in our 

mathematical undertaking we were in reaUty bound to a 

transcendental principle, though we were hardly conscious 

of it. Now we must go a step further and enter upon the 

field where the arbitrary will of man has no vdce, but 

where inexorable laws of our mind are the informing power 

— ^the transcendental laws of our reason. 

In our schematic diagram we have left white the level 
spaces on either side of the hatching : these were sup- 
posed to represent pure sensibility and pure understand- 
ing. Now what Kant detects is as follows : the Symbol 
on the one side and the Scheme on the other, do not 
originate in the middle region, in transition and in com- 
bination, but all perception is at its very outset sym- 
bolical, and all thought is at its birth schematic. Although 
the commutation, although the switches which are to 
alter our direction may only exist in the middle domain, 
that is merely a matter of psychological insight : meta- 
physically, on the other hand, the knowledge that our 
reason is as a general proposition confined within Scheme 
and Symbol, is of fundamental importance. That is the 
transcendental fixed boundary of all that of which we 
are conscious as experience ; Experience is never a pure 
apperception of what is and takes place outside our 
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human mind, but it is always a question of an 
which is schematised and symb(dised. Ahnost all 
including our so-c9dled empirical investigators of Nature* 
maintain that the human understanding possesses capa- 
bilities which are independent of scheme ; that is to say, 
that it is at any rate partially set free from the bondage 
of fixed methods of thoi^ht ; and they hold that human 
perception can equally see things as they are, and not as 
the tyranny of our one-eyed cyclopean form-sense o< 
space transforms them f(M: the benefit of mankind : bat 
the man who maintains this doctrine is defending conoep- 
tions which are far be3rond all experience, and indeed 
beycMid dd possible eiq^erience : that man b a dogmatist. 
Kant refuses to take this aeronautic flight : he remains 
prosaically, heroically, and recusantly on the torra fiima 
of facts, and says : all human perceptioa ha{^pens throogfa 
the intermediary of a fixed Symbol — ^this Sjmabcd of all 
pure perception is Space ; all human thought only moves 
within a perfectly fixed, limited, inevitable Scheme — ^tlus 
Scheme ot all pure thought is the table of the Primary 
Conceptions of pure undostanding, also called "Cate- 
gories."*' The fact that the conceptions of the under- 
standing do not permit of being referred to any sin^ 
conception (Uke Percq>tion to Space), is one whidi, as 
you will see i»«sently, is founded upon the essence of our 
intellectual mechanism ; but those conceptions do fonn 
a simple, strictly united scheme, acting on all sides as 
condition. We have, therefore, on the one side the one 
idea Space as an indispensable fundamental form of the 
s»ses, and on the other side the single group of the few 
pure conc^ions of the understanding wfakh make 19 
an organic unity. 

I should mce briefly to limit and more closdy define 
a saying of whidi I made use just now in order to serve 
as a suppGort to your ideas, but which might possiUy 
lead to misunderstandings later. I said : all percqrtton 
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is at its vety outset symboKcal» aod afl thought 
is at its birth schematic : I should like you to grasp 
^liat not strictly, but only as analogy. You have seen 
liow S3mibol and Scheme arose out of the reciprocal 
ixitetpenetraticm of senses and understanding; briefly, 
t:lierefore. Symbol and Scheme are not original, but de- 
x-ived; but what space is according to Kant's con- 
action, that you can first and best imagine by the 
snalogy of a Symbol,— what is the table of the ayoipre- 
tiensions of pure understanding you can first and best 
imagine by the analogy with a Scheme — and now that 
the above reservation has been made you can fearlessly 
facilitate your entrance into Kant's world of ideas by 
the following formula: in the last resort all different 
symbols may be referred to (xie symbd, all different 
schemes of thou^^t may be referred to a many-branched 
but yet single and united scheme. And these are Space 
and the Table of the Primary Conceptions. 

This is a point which we may say we have reached 
with the hdp of the scope {Hendue) and thought (pensie) 
of Descartes. But a mere lively perception is not enough ; 
it must also be correct. And in order that your view of 
the worid may be the same as that of Kant I will dte two 
short passages. First as regards Space. "Space is 
nothing more than the mere form of all phenomena of the 
outward senses, that is to say, the subjective condition of 
the power of the senses, by which alone outer perception 
beccHnes possible. Now since the liability of the 
subject to be affected by circumstances necessarily 
precedes all perception of these objects, we can under- 
stand bow the form of all phenomena can be given in the 
mind before all true perceptions, and how they, as a pure 
perception in which all objects must be fixed, are able 
to contain principles of the relations of the objects to 
one another before all experience." It is a httle more 
difi&ctilt to find words for the pure primary conceptions 
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of the understanding, — words which,, without a previous 
exegesis of the Kantian sj^tem, should be directly 
intelligiUe and yet express a great deal, — ^perhaps the 
following might serve the purpose. "Just as space 
impUes the condition of perception in a possible experi- 
ence, so are the Categories nothing more than the con- 
ditions of thought in a possible experience ; they are 
forms of thought which imply the power of uniting into 
one consciousness the Manifold which is given in percq)- 
tion ; and since experience is knowledge by perceptions 
linked together, so the Categories are conditions of the 
possilnUty of experience."*' 

If you have paid attrition to my request not to cramp 
your thought in a narrow gangway, but rather to 3rield 
yourselves openly and without reserve to a new method 
of perception, you surdy will have succeeded in following 
me so far. Of the utmost importance are two noticms 
which are easy to retain. Space is the necessary form, the 
Sjmibol, of all phenomena : the uniting of that which is 
manifold in experience into a single consciousness takes 
place by the intermediary of an immovable Scheme of 
thought. The little which remains to be said will offer 
nO' difficulties if only you never for a moment turn away 
from the principle of the perceptible incorporation of 
thought. 

As jrou will have gathered from his words, Kant believe 
in a condition of the power of the senses and in a condition 
of thought : it is the interplay between these two condi- 
tions that gives birth to " experience." And we may be 
sure that this conviction of Kant's does not rest upon 
logical system-mongering, but, quite on the contrary, on 
precise analj^tical observation of the functions of the mind; 
his method is, as he saj^ himself, " imitated from that of 
the investigator of nature." It is here important in the 
first place to remark that, even if all the power of the 
senses is subjected to one condition—extension in space 
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— it is still the one thing which brings about the manifold 
A nature, whereas, on the other hand, it is the prime 
Function of the many-branched tmderstanding to bind 
:his multiplicity into unity. Beyond the power of the 
senses, — it is impossible not to premise this — lies the 
objective world, a real chaos of multiplicity : on the 
bitlier side of the understanding lies — ^nothing I nothing 
but a tmity, that unity which Kant calls Reason, and 
ivhich is familiar to us as the true ego. According to 
Kant, moreover, there is, as you see, a progressive sim- 



Here again a schematic 




plification and unification. 

diagram will render us pre- 
liminary services. Think of 

the limitless objective world 

outside a circle. 

It is from that world that 

the senses take their impres- 1 

sions, and that too under the | 
strictly simplified law that 
they force it by the compul- 
sion of a single form, that of 
extension in space, to what, 
if I might so call it, is a 
" simple multiplicity." Then the understanding reduces 
this multiplicity to a few primary conceptions standing 
in relation to one another, and these primary conceptions 
coalesce in a consciousness of their imity which might be 
called Reason, In this way the circles are packed the 
one within the other. 

Here there are two things deserving of special atten- 
tion : first the peculiar intermediary position and 
function of the understanding, and next the special 
relation of the inmost circle (Reason) to the outermost 
circle, that is to the surrounding world. 

Further in the way of simplification perception cannot 
go, inasmuch as it brings aU the impressions under the 

L— u 
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one form of extoiskm ; on the other hand, tiie under- 
standing, if it were to proceed in the same fashion, wodd 
bring up no further simplification, but only a reflected 
image. For simply thinking as a merely fonnai coDCcp- 
tion, while it no doubt leads to the idea of nnfJifiSK, cas 
yet embrace all multipUdty : for example, to the Biathe- 
matidan the number i means the " infinitdy great,'* and 
the single "' type '' of the zoologist can embrace a bound- 
less wealth of forms. The conc^tion '' unity " gains a 
living meaning only when used to distinguish the idea 
of organic combination as opposed to mere tormBl foskn ; 
as soon as the one conditions the other, by ii^iich in its 
turn it is conditioned, the two together iomi a true 
unity. True organic unity can never arise out oi singu- 
larity, but only out of pluraUty. That is why the essence 
of thought is systematic organisation, dissection, oqd- 
junction. You cannot think without passing judgmeot, 
and you cannot pass the simplest judgment, — lor instance 
"the room is big" — ^unless you are in possession of 
three several conceptions, the subject, the predicate, the 
copula. Each of these three is derived fnmi a q>ecial 
primary conception, substantia, existenOa, multiplidids. 
The leading simplification, carried out by the senses, is 
violent and coarse like the first preparation of some 
material, like the dressing of yam ; it is only lat^ that 
the threads are woven into an cnrganic unity. There 
must, therefore, be numerous primary conceptions, 
otherwise it would be impossible to introduce order, 
connection, unity (and that means sense) into the mass 
of impressions which are afforded by perception. Kant 
writes, " Combination does not exist in the things, and 
cannot be in any way borrowed from them, and so, in tl^ 
first instance, be taken up through perception into the 
tmderstanding, — ^but is a fimction of the understanding 
which is of itself no more than the power to comlnne and 
to bring into unity that which our senses give us as 
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manifold." That is a m^norable saying. Our under- 
standing is a power to comfaine and to reduce that which 
is manifold into unity.*^ It will be understood moreover, 
I hope, that the multiplicity of conceptions in the face 
of the unity of the form of perception means a progressive 
imification, and that without this " wholesale conjunc- 
tion " there would be no such thing as knowledge, 
nothing but chaos, or as Kant puts it, a " rhapsody of 
perceptions." (R.V. 495.) 

The second condition which here deserves your atten- 
tion is the intimate connection between the innermost 
circle and the outermost. The ego and the world stand 
in reciprocal interchange : each is necessary to the other : 
neither can be grasped, seen and dissected except so far 
as it is reflected in the other. The powers of the senses 
and understanding hover between two Unknowns : the 
one immeasurably great, the other without any magni- 
tude, without space; the one imaginably rich in an 
ineidiaustible multitude of forms, the other completely 
devoid of form, and for that very reason unthinkable. 
If we consider the relation from the standpoint of per- 
ceptibiUty, then we must say with Kant, " the world is 
the sum total of all phmomena" (R.V. 391), the ego, on 
the contrary, '* the poorest of all ideas " (R.V. 408, 404), 
indeed " an idea empty of all contents." Still, if we 
pursue the matter conceptively we discover that the 
" world " is really only an idea, an image in the focus 
imaginarius such as we made acquaintance with in the 
first lecture, an image projected out of the ego into the 
Inscrutable.*^ And so the two stand over against one 
another as correlatives : without the world no ego, with- 
out the ego no world. 

It is, of course, impossible for me to engage in a more 
searching discussion of this subject : but it will be worth 
your while to follow up the lead which I have given. 
Later on you will find in Kant the most fascinatingly 
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deep amplifications of the matter. My olqect for tbe 
moment has been above all to show accont^ the twofioid 
bomidary of experience, because that is so estsenfial to 
Kant's method of Seeing. I spoke a wfaik ago of a wall 
and said that Kant's prinafde was to confine Himsa^H 
within this boundary of experience. But tbere aie 
indeed two walls. One wall inwards, and a second wall 
outwards, and it is the intervening space to ipdiich Kant 
confines himself as the only space of experience. And 
here again is something of which you must possess an 
exact and comprehensible idea, otherwise the next thing 
will be that you will once more foil into the dutches of 
the all-wise dogmatists, and will lose the moral and 
intellectual greatness as well as the scientific certainty of 
Kant's renunciation. It is manifest how empty is the 
purpose to try and solve the great riddles of existence, out 
of a nature which is of our own creation, of which the 
necessary laws are the laws of our own understanding : 
but Kant will tell you that the opposite proceeding fi 
exactly as deceptive. There is no ego of experi^ice which 
might serve as a foundation, upon which to raise a 
dogmatic erection either of the comprehension with 
Fichte and Hegel, or of the senses with Schopenhauer ; 
the ego lies beyond, or, if you prefer it, on the hither side 
of, experience. You will see more clearly from the juxta- 
position of the two following short formulae than from 
long argimients, the yawning gulf that separates the 
schools of philosophy ; Schopenhauer teaches us that 

The world is my idea. 
Kant says — 

My world is idea. 

The difference is immense. For the one is a monstrous, 
indeed, if you look closely into it, a mad Dogma which 
presupposes Nature and the ego as peculiar existoices, 
and then sets up categorical conclusions as to the relation 
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between them : the other is the simple afiKnnation of the 
result of critical reflection within the boundaries of 
experience, — a reflection which teaches that whether 
inwardly or outwardly we are concerned with nothing 
except 3)mibols and Schemes, so that we can make no 
pronouncement about a " world " beyond the fact that we 
Iraman beings are compelled to imagine one. Besides this 
there results from Kant's doctrine the significant inver- 
sion, I am an idea of the world, a fact upon which Kant 
never wearies to descant, since this is really what is 
contained in the otherwise empty ego. Whereas from 
Schopenhauer's fundamental doctrine there is no result 
beyond the necessity of inventing a second dogma in 
addition to the first, which is what happens with the 
dictum " I am WiU."«« 

But now and in conclusion there still remains a question 
for us to examine, which equally moves entirely within 
the frame of Descartes' philosophy and of the material 
for ideas which we have gained in the course of this 
lecture. With this object let us return to the region of 
experience and to our old Scheme, which I shall furnish 
with new terms, for now we shall look upon the matter 
" objectively " instead of " subjectively." Understanding 
and the power of the senses have been considered as 
functions of the human mind ; instead of that we will 
now take into consideration that which corresponds with 
those functions, so to speak, as object. Where before we 
wrote " the senses," we now write " space " ; where we 
wrote " understanding " we will now write " the primary 
conceptions of the understanding." But what are we to 
write in the hatched middle space ? We learnt from the 
history of sciences, and specially from analytical geometry, 
that no transition takes place from the one side of the 
middle line of separation to the other except violently, 
suddenly, and throiigh transcendental encroachment. That 
will clearly be the case here, for if in mathematics we were 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



294 DESCARTES 

dealing with quite pure, that is to say, quite homaxi, ideas 
and conceptions, we have now risen a step higher : we have 
here space as the primitive form of all possible perceptioit 
and the pure conceptions of the understanding, or cate- 
gories, as the all-embracing primitive forms of all thoo^t. 
What is to take the part here which mathematics pdayed 
in empiricism? Where shall we find a transcendental 
commutator, a transcendental straight line ? 

Before answering the question I must call attention to 
another trifling matter, because it will help towards the 
clear setting out of the problem. Everybody without 
exception finds it much easier to understand Kant's 
doctrine of space than his doctrine of the pure primitive 
conceptions of the understanding. Of the readers of the 
Reine Vemunft, perhaps ninety per cent do not get 
beyond the first part, which treats of the form of percep- 
tion (space). And that does not happen, as one miglit 
imagine, because it is easier to understand that which is 
perceptible than that which is abstract. On the contrary, 
it arises from the fact that it is easier for a man to follow 
a logical demonstration than to accustom himself to a 
new and strange method of perception. It is from out (^ 
the understanding that space is contemplated, and there- 
fore it is, as our first Scheme shows us, a "" perception of 
thought," or if you please a symbolical thought. For 
that reason the argument can be presented in almost 
pure logical form Mdth firstly, secondly, thirdly : nothing 
remains hazy. But the categories, on the contrary must, 
if we wish to understand them rightly, be approached 
from the. side of the senses, that is to say, we must con- 
template them as Schemes, and yet see them. Pure 
conceptions of the understanding cannot be further 
analysed and explained in terms of logic, for they 
themselves are the simplest elements of thought: a 
subject which can only be grasped by perception, defies 
all definition. You may define space, but you cannot 
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define the single purcJprimary conceptions of the under- 
stsuiding, at any rate/not logically. The name " space " 
expresses something fixed ; whereas all names for primary 
conceptions are mere helps in need, only, as it stands in 
tlie DissertaHon, — cognitio symbolica. (D. § 10.) The name 
substance (or stability), for instance, is nothing but hocus- 
pK>ci]s until you leam to understand that we are here face 
to face with " perceptible thought," a pre-logical thought, 
a thought lying on that middle territory where conceptions 
are first bom of the union with the senses. The same 
observation appUes to causality, reality, etc. Here, 
standing as we do upon the two topmost rungs of the 
tivo ladders, I can only see the one when I take my place 
on the other. That is the one great, perhaps the greatest, 
difficulty against whidi Kant has to fight, and a chief 
cause of the much complained of " darlmess " of his 
philosophy. If the primary conceptions of our human 
thought were abstract, self-reUant thoughts, we should 
in any case be able to talk about them ; but they axe 
nothing outside their relation to the power of the senses : 
that at any rate is Kant's view, and that is the reason 
why nobody by mere thought and without joining Mdth it 
active ideas, can grasp Kant's real meaning upon the 
subject of the primary conceptions. He says, *' the cate- 
gories afford us no knowledge of things excepting by 
their possible application to emf^rical perception," and 
hence "we cannot really define any single category 
without having recourse to conditions of the senses, 
therd(He to the form of phenomena to which they must 
consequently be confined as their only objects, because 
if this condition is removed all significance, that is to say, 
relation to the object, falls away, and it is then impossible 
for us by any examjde to make ourselves grasp what sort 
of thing is meant by such-like conceptions." (R.V. 147, 
300.) 
Here again I am forced to content myself Mdth a mere 
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suggestion : but you will very soon realise what is the 
purport of this reminder. 

Supposing then that the primary conceptions of our 
understanding existed without any relation to the senses, 
it would be impossible to see how the requisite " applica- 
tion to perception " could take place, and our knowledge 
could in no case be a '' knowledge of things " : it would be 
at best a " doud-cuckoo-town "* knowledge or, as Kant 
puts it, a too ambitious knowledge. It would be just fb^ 
same as if we imagined a mathematical proposition, 
purely logical, incapable of being turned into anything 
perceptible, a calculation with an tmknown x, y, z, in 
which everything would naturally fit in correctly without 
conveying the slightest meaning. And the same holds 
good, though of course in an inverted sense, in the case 
of space, as to which we have already seen in Newton, 
that thought cannot easily grasp it, and yet loves to 
busy itself with it. And you will understand me when I 
maintain : that that " transcendental straight line '' of 
our research, which is to serve us as a commutator 
between the primary conceptions of thought and the 
primary form of perception, must not only, like mathe- 
matics, be at the same time perception and thought, but 
must turn its perceptive side to thought, and its thinking 
side to perception. 

These are conditions which Time alone can fulfil. 

Time is at once conception and perception; Kant 
introduces it sometimes as the one, sometimes as the 
other. He calls it " Inner perception," or " Form of 
inner perception," but then again " Form of the inner 
sense."*^ However you look at it, it always remains 
something " inner," because like its empirical embodi- 
ment, mathematics, it fills the inner or middle domain. 
And yet it is in so far something " outer " as it serves to 
transport each of the two fundamental functions of our 

* See the " Birds " of Aristophanes. | 
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knowledge out of itself and into the other form. " The 
conception of change, and with it the conception of 
motion as change of place, is only intelligible through 
and in the idea of Time ; imless this idea were perception 



Time 




(inner perception) no conception, whatever it might be, 
would make the possibility of a change comprehensible/'*® 
It is only in Time therefore that a world can exist for us. 
That is one side of the question. On the other side it is 
precisely Time that gives us the idea of stability, and as 
such the form of the perception of ourselves and of our 
subjective condition. For, as Kant saj^, " Time can be 
no definition of outer phenomena : it belongs neither to 
form nor position, etc. ; on the other hand, it does define 
the relation of ideas in our subjective condition."'* 
Without Time, then, no Ego I and not only no Ego, but 
generally no conception of substance, that is to say, no 
idea of any object which remains stable in the midst of all 
change. We have to thank Time for motion and stability, 
for development and being, for World and Ego. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



298 DESCARTES 

The analogy with mathematics must strike yoa at 
once : and you will perceive that in our new Scheme we 
have placed our indications on their proper sides ; for 
Time as stalHlity manifestly corresponds with Geometry 
which is mathematical form, while Time as fluent motion 
is the foundation of the conception of numbers.^ It is 
true that time as stability is not form, but it furnishes 
the commutator, the salient point at which the idea of 
stability arises through the transcendental union of 
understanding and the power of the senses, that is to say, 
of space and conception. In the same way the logically 
unthinkable conception of a change of place in space is 
impossible without a similar intermediary position of 
Time. 

Let me go more closely into what I have hinted at. 
For the function of Time must be made clear to you 
without any reservation, and it can be made so if you 
will only take Descartes' analytical geometry as your 
counsellor step by step. Descartes would have been 
unable to carry out the critique of the himian intellect 
as Kant did, ^d yet in the practice of his method of 
thinking he has shown a manner of Seeing which is in 
complete harmony with that of Kant. The part {dayed in 
Descartes' mathematics by the straight line, is played in 
Kant's analysis of the hiunan intellect by Time.^^ As 
you will remember, the straight line is not form, inasmuch 
as it is the only visible thing which gives Urth to no 
form ; and it is not a number, inasmuch as every straight 
line can represent every possible number, and therefore 
remains entirely indifferent to the conception of numbers : 
and in spite of that it alone furnishes a footing for the 
conversion of form into numbers and vice versa. It is 
just the same with Time. It lies altogether outside of 
the true conceptions of the understanding ; it also lies 
outside of all perception. Time, as we said before, is at 
once conception and perception ; now we will speak with 
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greater precision and say : Time is neither perception 
nor conception, but can never be far removed from either ; 
that is to say, without Time we can neither perceive nor 
conceive. That is why Kant calls Time " the constant 
corrdatum of all existence." (R.V.226.) Space too is "no 
real object which can be outwardly perceived/' but is " the 
very form of phenomena " (R.V. 459), and indeed in the 
famous dispute as to whether it was possible or not that 
there should exist an empty space, — ^in which Descartes 
with unerring genius took the part of the impossibility, 
Newton with the childish simplicity which was peculiar to 
him asserted the certainty of this monstrous idea, — our 
abstract jingle of words is based upon a perception which 
is at least imagined. Time, on the other hand, offers no 
handle to perception, for where we conceive it as extension 
and quasi-visible, that happens by means of an allegory 
inasmuch as we draw a line in our thoughts and ana- 
logically use it to represent Time, which "outward 
figurative idea of Time " Kant has discussed in detail. 
(R. V. 154, seq.) Neither has thought any more power of 
comprehending Time ; it always contrives to dude thought. 
St . Augustine with a sigh says, ^ ccm^E^^or <iM, Domtn^, oiIAim: 
ignorare me quid sit tempus. ''^ The old Greeks had already 
discovered that Time could only exist for the thinker who 
measures and counts its hours, and Descartes, who has 
no objection to predicate " lasting," that is " stability," 
of things, gives it as his opinion that le temps n'est rien 
qukunt fofon de penser.''* And yet the measures of 
time deduced from various motions, such as those of 
heavenly bodies, for instance, do not correspond to the 
actual lived or living life of a man : for him a minute 
may contain years, years may glide by unobserved like a 
short autumn morning : he measures Time not by l^igth, 
but by gradation, that is to say, by the sensations which 
it contains. Here there is no possibility of bridging over 
the gulf, our double nature asserts itself too abruptly. 
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If ever you study Kant's Reine Vemufifl you xxrast mk 
linger too Icmg over the jn-diminary doctrine of the senses ; 
for here unfortunately Time is at first dealt with as if it 
belonged to space, and indeed to space alone, and that 
means, therefore, to the power of the senses. That has 
given birth to a misunderstanding widely spread and 
disseminated by Schopenhauer into the remotest strata 
of the imperfectly cultured, by which Space and Time aie 
represented as two fonns of perception of equal vabie 
and parallel to one another. To talk of the *' ideality of 
Space and Time '* has beonne a commonplace platitude ; 
and yet we have to deal with two completely difEerent 
things : Sx)ace is the only form of all pure perception ; 
lime is an intermediary between perception and under- 
standing, which in itself and by itself can neither be 
perceived nor imagined. That is why I recommend yoa 
to hurry on further through Kant's work, till you reach 
the place where it will be shown to you how the con- 
junction between understanding and the power iA the 
senses (i.e. between the primary conceptions and the 
idea of space), takes place. Here you will once again 
meet Time introduced as a twin-sister of space, but as 
precisely in the same relationship to tmderstanding, and 
so " as an intermediary idea, on the one side a matter 
of the intellect, on the other of the senses " ; on the one 
side " similar to the category, on the other side similar 
to phenomenon in so far as Time is contained in every 
empirical idea of the Manifold." Then wiU Kant's 
perception for the first time really become dear to y^m. 
Time is an intermediary idea, on the one side belonging 
to the intdlect, on the other to the senses : what that 
means you now tmderstand thoroughly and in detail. 
You need only think of the analogously intermediate part 
which the straight line {days in mathematics ; and you 
will see clearly how important such an intermediary is 
for our whole intellectual life, if you remember from the 
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liistory of our sciences which we touched upon at the 
'beginning of the lecture, that nothing which has been 
observed can be thought without the intermediary of a 
Scheme, and no thought can gain any constructive value 
ivithout the intermediary of a symbol : Time is the founda- 
tion of all these intermediary processes. And now if you 
look at the title of this chapter of the Reine Vernunft, 
you will discover with amazement that this chapter so 
impatiently awaited because it is the most indispensable 
of all, the one by which at last the goal is reached, this 
brilliant solution of riddles, the famous, dreaded chapter 
decried as impenetrably dark, of which I spoke at the 
beginning of this passage, is the chapter on "the 
schematisation of the pure conceptions of the under- 
standing/' And I think you will ask with me, what 
sort of perception can there be in the brains of a pro- 
fessional, state-paid commentator on Kant, who singles 
out this chapter to condemn it as valueless ?^^ 

That, however, is a matter of indifference. If Kant 
himself in the chapter in question asks, as he does 
literally, '" How is it possible that pure conceptions of 
the understanding can be apjdied to phenomena ? " we 
cannot but think him fully justified. As he says, *' It is 
clear that there must be a third." We too see that 
clearly. And when after proving that this "third" must 
be Time — a demonstration of the all-conquering power of 
conviction — ^he goes on to show that the combination of 
the " first " and the " second " which takes place inside 
this " third " is no fusion, but nothing more and nothing 
less than a " placing of the two together in relation to 
one another" by intermediation; and when he calls 
this intermediation a Scheme, and consequently makes the 
relations of the primary conceptions of the understanding 
to the nature of our impressions of the senses, take place 
through the intermediary of a schematisation of pure 
understanding ;— then all this is perfectly clear and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



302 DESCARTES 

natural and according to expectation; we knew it 
already from eminricism and mathematics : what is new 
to us is at most the fact that this relation is fundamoital 
in all human knowledge without exception, since it is 
that which gives birth to what may be called Experience. 
In my humble opinion th^^ is only one thing lacking to 
make Kant perfectly clear : that is to say, a chapter upon 
" the symbolism of the pure power of the senses." Not 
that I should wish to obUterate Kant's distinction 
between spontaneity and receptivity, between function 
and inclination, between activity and passivity,^' as 
characteristic in the understanding and in the power of 
the senses, — for mathematics and Time itself teach us, 
as Kant himself has done, that we not only comprdiend 
our perceptions, but also perceive our thoughts, and that 
both these processes, not one alone, take place through 
the intennediary of that " third." Because Kant at the 
beginning of his critique lays stress upon a one-sided 
view of the relation of Time to Space, the reader is taken 
by surprise when he finds it brought into an equally 
close relation to the comprehensions of the understanding, 
and described as " a third " ; aiui next the first one- 
sidedness is amplified by a second, since now he only lays 
stress upon the schematic intermediation of Time, there- 
fore, to use Kant's expression, upon the way in which the 
power of the senses realises imderstanding, not on the 
way in which the understanding realises the power of the 
senses, that is to say, the symbolising activity of Time.'* 
Yet there can be no doubt that we have correctly repre- 
sented Kant's perception : the whole KriUk der Reinen 
Vemunft and that of the Urteilskrafi (power of 
judgment) bears witness to that ; Kant may have had 
good metaphysical reasons for his inconsistent exposition 
— ^indeed, he certainly did have them, though they have 
not come under our observation here. We have only 
been dealing with his method of Seeing, and of the many 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DESCARTES 303 

proofs which have been laid before you, I need only 
ireimnd you of one, which furnished the clue to the whole 
examination of Descartes : " Thoughts without contents 
ajre empty, perceptions without conceptions are blind. 
Therefore it is just as necessary to make our compre« 
Ixensions obvious to the senses, — i.e. to add to them the 
o1>ject of perception, — ^as to make our perception com- 
prehensible to ourselves, — ^i.e. to subject it to compre- 
hensions." To bring one's perceptions under conceptions 
is called Schematising: to make conceptions obvious 
to the senses is called Symbolising. Neither can take 
place except by one and the same intermediation, that is 
to say, through a angle element essentially unified, even 
though it should appear iridised in two colours,— other- 
vnse no unity would exist in the understanding — ^that 
transcendental unity, which arises in consciousness by 
the coml»nation of Scheme and Symbol. Time is that 
conmautator. Precisely where the middle line separates, 
there the two-sided " commutation " takes place, the 
conversion of the one into the other. We saw it in 
mathematics, we saw it in the empirical sciences, we 
shall be aware of it in every single one of our thoughts, 
as soon as we have been attentive and have learnt to 
appreciate the indispensable intermediation of the Proteus 
Time. 

One thing must be fixedly borne in mind, that for 
Kant, Time, like mathematics, is a purely formal principle. 
For that reason and because its special function is com- 
bination, therefore it is present everywhere, in every 
thought and in every perception. In order to communi- 
cate my comprehensions to the senses, I need Time : in 
order to make my perceptions comprehensible, again I 
need Time. Two examples : the Mther is Uttle more 
than the vanishing thought of stability hardly felt by 
the senses : the observations on moticm teach us that 
the same point may be in two places, which would have 
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no sense for pure understanding, unless the drawing at a 
line of Time made it thinkable. Even so Tnne can 
nowhere, neither in thought nor in perception, be grasped 
otherwise than as something existing for itself. Thou^ 
and perception cannot exist apart from Time, 3ret Time 
is nothing apart from its relation to thought and pen:q>- 
tion ; its essence is to be the fundamental rdation of aD 
relations, that through which relations as a general 
principle arise and have their being. Ever3rwhere the 
strict analogy with mathematics 1 and therefore for us 
the rdatively easy mastery of an otherwise so difficult, 
so incomprehensible subject. 

If you wish briefly to sum up what twofold Time h^ 
achieved on behalf of our knowledge you may say: 
^ce Time as Stability is the means of subjecting the 
manifold power of the seises under the yoke of the 
conceptions of the understanding, it bestows upon that 
power Unity : inasmuch as Time as Motion combines the 
unity of the inner sense (i.e. the unity of Reason) with 
the powa: of the senses, here it bestows manifcddness.^^ 
Two examples : Kant has shown how every one of our 
primary conceptions, magnitude, gradation, causality, 
reciprocal action, reality, necessity, etc, grasps the 
matter of perception by the intermediation of a Scheme 
of Time, and draws it together into unity ;^* on the other 
hand, Kant has also shown that every affection of the 
senses can only be perceived as motion, from which he 
draws the definition, " The fundamental principle of a 
Something which is an object of the outer senses must be 
Motion," and moticm equally demands Time as a cor- 
relative, and can only by the intermediation of Tune 
give manifoldness to thought. And now at last the knot 
is tied fast, since understanding assimilates motion, and 
produces perfect Scheme, while perception takes causality, 
reciprocal action, necessity, and other pure primary 
thoughts, and amalgamates them so completely with 
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cliat which has been observed, that it almost fancies that 
Lt can see them with its eyes. 

We too must tie a famous knot to end this long and 
ULlx>rious lecture. You remember how as a condition 
for the understanding of Descartes' special talent we set 
up the formula that he knew how to make the invisible 
visible, and the visible invisible. How far this formula 
is applicable to Kant you now know too accurately for 
any further explanation to be necessary. The saying, 
put so simply and abruptly, has but little significance if 
it is used in connection with Kant's rich world of thought. 
Stilly even so it can render certain services in this direction. 
That the invisible comprehension is powerless till the 
actual visible object has been offered to it by perception, 
and that, on the other hand, this same perception remains 
blind, unless comprehensicms transfer this visibility into 
the invisibiUty of the world of thought — ^this, combined 
with the doctrine that it is Time i;i^ch schematically and 
symbolically cares for the hither and thither of the trans- 
formations : this it is which taken together makes up the 
essence of Kant's perception in regard to human know- 
ledge. Now the limitation to experience, forms, as you 
will remember, an indispensable part of this perception of 
Kant's. What we see are only appearances due to the two- 
fold conditions of Form of the Senses and Schematisation 
of the understanding : and if we add " the third," Time, 
the conditioned phenomena become threefold. As for the 
things themselves, and what may be their essence, we 
have neither the disposition nor the possibility to form 
an opinion, and it is just such a riddle that the individual 
remains to himself. Yet we cannot prevent two powerful 
ideas from growing out of this experience of ours, however 
strictly we may imprison them within their double 
rampart : — ^the World and the Ego. We have already 
spoken of this, and I will only add that World and Ego 
are as it were the two ends of the knot that I have in 
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view : the Visible and the InvisiUe tear i£ox^- The 
World, the visible end, is nothing else bat that thre^^ 
conditioned phenooaenon in its highest* aU-embradsg 
potentiality, the symbol of all symbols ; if I remove the 
Ego to which it appears, nothing remains, nothing, that 
is to say, that would have any possible wipawwg for ie 
men ; for it is only the Ego that can briiig forward the 
idea of the World. Yet the converse hdds equally good 
The Ego can be ndther thought nor perceived unless it 
be mirrored by the Worid ; if I remove the World, the 
Ego, the Inner thing, fades away. What remains is an 
empty Scheme of all Schemes, that is to say, a Nothing. 
Here too there is an interchange, and we can tie a knot 
as we bend the Inner outwards, the Outa: inwards. 
Nothing hinders us from conceiving the Ego as the in- 
visible World, the World as the visible Ego. Thatweaie 
accustomed to look upon the senses as outer, the mider- 
standing as inner, is after all nothing more than a con- 
vention, than a superficial analogical deduction from the 
organs of sense and the brain in the bodies of the verte- 
brate animals. The diagram on p. 289 might just as 
well be reversed ; reason or the Ego the all-embracing 
circle, the World in the iimiost circle. 

In this way do relations comfdicate themselves as 
soon as we cease to limit ourselves to the domain of 
experience. This limitation, however, is not always 
possible. We cannot simply go to the order of the day 
about Ego and World, about Soul and God. And so many 
an idle chatterer, and also many a noUe man, and among 
the latter none bolder than Giordano Bruno, has soared 
aloft upon the wings of fictitious knowledge, in order to 
solve the riddle of the world and the riddle of his own 
being outside the boundaries of experience. In what a 
different spirit Kant set to work upcm such questions, 
you will have suspected from our work to-day, and 3rou 
will guess that he must also have reached different results : 
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:. liope that this will show itself fully as a result of a com- 
parison with Bruno. In his case, as in that of Descartes, 
^e have to deal with a specific thinker, and yet their 
a.ttitxide towards the material at issue is almost directly 
:>pposite: for whereas Descartes only exercises the 
[Critical f imction in the domain of knowledge as a discipline 
of limitation in order to be able to devote himself in safety 
and freedom to empirical observation, and to the hjrpo* 
thetical and theoretical significance of concrete Nature, 
Bruno lives only in the empyrean of abstraction and 
s|>eculation, and accredits human reason and its logical 
inferences with all knowledge and all power. That is 
why he has to take up an essentially different relation to 
Kant. In order to promote the interests of our investiga- 
tion we gave precedence, whilst dealing with Descartes, to 
the similarity with Kant, leaving unnoticed the points in 
which they differed ; in Giordano Bruno we shall, on the 
contrary, gain our brightest illumination from the points 
of difference. And so we shall let our day of empiricism 
and the critique of experi^ice be followed by a morrow 
of dialectics and dreams. 
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BRUNO 
CRITICISM AND DOGMATISM 

WITH AN EXCURSUS ON THE HISTORY 
OF PHILOSOPHY 



Upon the boundary between time 
and eternity, between primeval re- 
presentation and single creatures, 
between the world of thought and 
the world of the senses, sharing 
the essence of both, and, as it were, 
filling the gap between the ends 
which fly apart— set up upon the 
horizon of Nature— stands Man. 
Giordano Bruno, 
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are led by phantasy, and phantasy in its turn is ied fay 
nature; the man whose mind is tamed activdy out- 
wards, wiD possess a rich inner store of ideas, and with 
them food for daring dreams: still, dreams of that kind 
depend i^on reality, whereas the tnie dreamer in the 
nsoal popular acoqptatioD of the word, busies himsrif 
less with reality itsdf than with his own though about 
it, and locks xtpoa these thou^its as the most real of 
realities. While a Descartes lodes i^on his own thought 
as he would i^on any obvious phenomenon of nature, 
and pursues hk anatomical stupes of the brain in the 
hopeof discovering qpedaloigans of memory, of judgment, 
and so f cvth, — a &uno is rather inclined to mistrust the 
evidence of the senses — U senso mm e prindpio di cgrUzxa 
-—and to presume that truth exists only in Reason and 
springs from the fire of dialectical argument.^ This last 
mode of thought, the purely scholastic, is ooe which we 
have not yet come across in our lectures; for neither 
Goethe, nor Leonardo, nm Descartes is concerned with 
it ; and I think we shall learn much that win be new to 
us about that which is distinctive in Kant's inteDectual 
personality, if we compare it with this srholasric mode of 
seeing and thinking. For it is a certain fact that Kant 
was a specific tlunker, a man who, like Bruno, devoted 
the greatest part and the best powers of his life to investi- 
gation by means of thought, and that so far he too wi^txi 
be called a schodman, and so appears to bdong to the 
same group as Bruno ; and yet in s[nte of that Bruno is 
further removed from Kant than Goethe, and Leonardo, 
and Descartes are. Here, therefore, we are compdled to 
have recourse to analysis, and in accordance with our 
prindples this analysis must rest npon perception and 
not upon the abstract : we must always use our eyes in 
the matter : otherwise we cannot be sure whether we 
are thinking thoughts, or merdy stringing words together. 
We most, however, carefulfy consider how we are to 
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SO to work in order to arrive at a perceptible side in the 
scholastic mode of thought. Here we must less than 
ever be afraid of taking the long way round if it will but 
lead us to this desirable result. I think that what I have 
said about the dreamer, and the briefly sketched dis- 
tinction between the dreaming of a Descartes and the 
dreaming of a Bruno, are well fitted to guide us in the 
right way. 

As a matter of fact, in every philosophy involuntary 
dream-shadows play an important part : without them 
no philosophy can come to anything. These dream- 
shadows are certain general forms, peculiar from the 
very outset, springing out of the inborn nature of the 
intellect of every thinker ; and even though their possible 
individual combinations may be so inexhaustible both in 
numbers and variety that it would be ridiculous to 
believe that the one personality and its thoughts could 
in any way be satisfactorily characterised by being 
drawn up into a Scheme, — still, by comprehensively and 
keenly observing the phenomena, we may be able to 
refer the possible primary forms of philosophies to a few 
heads, just as we are able perspicuously to comprise 
more than a million forms of animals in eight or nine 
clearly definable types. Indeed, I believe that some 
such investigation of the possible principal aims of all 
human philosophies, thought out according to the 
principles of natural science, vdth systematic classifica- 
tion, would be an indispensable complement for every 
history of philosophy : for while the essence of all 
history is the giving prominence to that which is con- 
ditioned by time, the stress laid upon that which is 
necessarily eternal constitutes the essence of true science. 
I should like, therefore, at the outset of this lecture, to 
introduce the analjrtical excursus which will give us a 
general view of abstract things. I promised you a day 
of dreams : many dreams will pass before you, and you 
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must not be impatient if sometimes we seem to go far 
astray : I shall never for a moment lose sight of the goal. 
And if we reach so far that we are able clearly to distin- 
guish the various specifically difiEerent myths and dreams 
from one another, then the comparison between Kant 
and Bruno, which is no exposition of doctrines, but an 
exact comprehension of personal intellectual aptitudes, 
will be easy to effect quickly and surely ; and I hope 
that it will be of great service to us, since it teaches us 
to distinguish with perfect clearness and sharpness 
between Dogmatism and Criticism. You will henceforth 
see how Kant, and with his exception Plato alone, stand 
upon a different footing from all other philosophers. 
You will seem to be crossing over from one world into 
another, and that other world is nothing more than the 
world as Kant viewed it. 



In the dream of sleep there arises a medley of what 
the eyes have seen by day, and of the discoveries of 
our free thought : each of these two elements is insepar- 
ably joined to the other : without the fusion of the two 
no dream could occur. What takes place here in the 
passive function of the brain of the sleeper, recurs at 
every step of intellectual potentiality. The whole life of 
thought is, as we showed in detail in the previous lecture, 
a product, that is to say, the result of at least two com- 
ponents : and here, as Aristotle tau^t us (see p. loi), we 
can alwa3^ distinguish between an '^ activity'^ and a 
" passivity." But nowhere does this manifest itself so 
clearly as in that extreme object of comparison with the 
dream of the sleeper, — the fully conscious, creative philos- 
ophy of important intellects. What in the one we called 
dream, we may here call myth : dream and myth are 
intimately related, as you will have many opportunities 
of seeing more exactly in the course of toKlay's leeture. 
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Aristotie rightly derives all philosophy from the invention 
of Myths, and pronounces it as his opinion that every 
Philo-Mythos must of necessity be a Philo-Sophos, — ^that 
is, whoever views the world in the sense of the myth, will 
be able to think of the world in the sense of philosophy.' 
To be sure, Aristotle regards that as nothing more than 
a first step, and he looks upon himself as having quite 
outgrown the myth stage, and as having reached the 
positive final truth ; and yet to-day we all smile at the 
simplicity of the great man whose views of nature swarm 
with demonstrable blunders, so that no natural science 
was possible until his fatal authority had been broken 
down. The man who soars high enough will perceive 
that Aristotle simply replaced one myth by another, just 
as later the Aristotelian ms^ths were crushed by other 
new ones, — since absolutely no philosophy, however 
empirical it may be, can dispense with myths, not only 
as helps and stopgaps here and there, but as a f tmda- 
mental element pervading the whole. We are not all 
possessed of Aristotle's keeimess of intellect, and if we 
see philosophy growing out of the myth which is akin to 
the dream, we still all incline to the Aristotelian simplicity, 
and believe that the myth has at last been conquered by 
science, — ^whereas, as a matter of fact, the investigation 
V of Nature has only resulted in the multiplication of 
Myths. 

It is only the so-called " positive intellect " which can 
content itself with few fictions, and is proud of it : but 
what distinguishes the positivist is not that, as he 
imagines, he is living in pure "reality," but, on the 
contrary, that he contrives to get on with a minimum 
of " reality " ; he takes his stand upon the dopiain of 
indifference, in the inner middle space between empiricism 
and reason, perception and thought, dream and fiction, 
so that all impressions and intellectual impulses are 
reciprocally neutralised in him, and that all that which 
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has been so bountifully bestowed upon us men emei^es as 
summa summarum. Zero. Apart from this pseudo- 
vegetative filling of maw and purse, called positivism, 
men are all dependent upon mjrths, as much to-day as 
they were thousands of years ago. And this because 
doubleness, twofoldness, is a fundamental phenomenon 
of the human being, and because we have no other means 
of bridging over the gulf between perception and under- 
standing, between nature and the Ego, than by msrths 
more or less consciously invented or dreamt. I set that out 
now without further ex{danation, because you have already 
seen in the previous lecture that we are always forced to 
schematise our perceptions and to s3niiboIise our thoughts, 
without which we should have neither perceptions nor 
thoughts. Our whole thought-life is based upon a violent 
and, so to speak, artificial activity. In the meantime it 
is enough that I should have called your attention to the 
gulf which is present everywhere, and to its bridging over 
by the Dream-ideas of man. This bridging over, when it 
exists in the largest, most comprehensive sense, with a 
view to the creation of a unified world-picture, is a myth. 
The myth, this conscious waking dream, like the dream 
of the sleeper, has always a double root. On the one 
hand it grows from contemplation of nature, \^ule on 
the other hand it springs from man's reflections upon 
his own Ego. The myth is therefore not only a picture 
but also a thought ; it contains an element of the senses 
as well as an element which is not of the senses. How 
right Aristotle is with his equation Philomythos-Philo- 
sophos, how demonstrably true it is that philosophy 
develops itself out of mythology, we shall see with perfect 
clearness when we go back to the old Aryan hidians. 
The great vault of heaven, the sun in its daily course, 
the blush of the dawn, the moon, the stars, the winds, 
the clouds, the lightning, the bounteous rain falling upon 
earth, the flame that rises heavenward from the homely 
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hearth, all, in short, that the eye sees in its simplest lines, 
is the foundation, — the whole foundation — of the rich 
myths which we meet in the Rig-Veda. But these faith- 
fully observed outer conditions of nature become thoughts 
and religi<m through the relation which they bear to 
man and which man bears to them. What the eyes 
perceive outwardly is conceived as a reflection of what 
is experienced within, and the inner experience seems 
in its turn to be a reflection of what takes place outwardly; 
ajid so eternally the pendulum swings to and fro. The 
unconsciously arrived at and utterly simple presumption 
is that the Cosmic and the Human are similar, that they 
reciprocally penetrate one another, that the macrocosmos 
might, without more ado, be indicated and understood 
by the microcosmos; "nothing is within, nothing is 
without ; for what is within, that is without." Nature 
is identical with man, man identical with nature. Any 
thought of a distinction does not yet exist. Such was 
the prayer which the old Aryan herdsman addressed 
to the gods of the dawn, — the knightly Ashwins, fore- 
runners of the Hellenic heavenly twios, — ^in the days 
when he dwelt in the highlands and possessed nothing 
resembling an abstract philosophy: not only did he 
pray for help against the dangers of the night, but also 
for knowledge, for wisdom ; how would it be possible 
that the conqueror of the dangers of the night, the 
morning herald of the Sun, should not also be a con- 
queror of the night of ignorance, a giver of spiritual 
enlightenment. Not only does such a prayer say, 
" awaken the joy of courage in us,'' a thing which the 
least imaginative of mankind might expect from the 
fresh breath of morning, but it says at the same time, 
** and bring us knowledge."* In the same way to the 
Sun-god Savitar is addressed the prayer, not only that he 
may bestow upon mankind the light which is the object 
of his desire, but also that he may " give furtherance to 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



3i8 BRUNO 

thought."'^ When the Sun rises I become wise : I have 
but to open my ^es and to perceive eveiything ; I find 
myself illuminated in surrounding nature, and nature 
illuminated in me. As the Rig-Veda says, " In the heart 
Varuna created Will, in Heaven the Sun/' Of the same 
nature are both. 

What is before us here is precisdy the same as that 
which we to-day in our abstract and circumstantial 
train of thought call the " identity of thinking and being/' 
that which once more came to high honour through 
Fichte, Schelling, and Hegel, but which also is the hidden 
foundation of Sdiopenhauer's doctrine, and amongst our 
contemporaries is not less conspicuous in such widely 
difierent intellects as Diihring and Wundt. What is 
with perfect simplicity set out by metaphysically gifted 
but primitive peoples, — seeing that the very thought of 
the possibility of a distinction between world and man» 
between that which is seen and that which is thought, 
does not occur and could not be understood, — is intro- 
duced afresh as doctrine by these philosophers. For 
instance, Giordano Bruno, who in this, as in most things, 
approaches nearly to Plotinus, teaches expressly that the 
ladder of the emotions of the mind {^etti) exactly corre- 
spcmds to the ladder of nature, and so mirrors all the 
modes of Being {mosira iuUe le specie de lo enie)^^ 

It is essential to our work to-day that in this identi- 
fication of that which is seen and that which is thought, 
and, if it be carried further, of Nature and Understanding, 
we should recognise the primeval Myth of all Myths : 
it is an identification which, from the earUest times 
of which we have any knowledge, has possessed a great 
significance for the philosophy of the Indo-European 
race. As a matter of fact, there is here a yawning gulf, 
and it is not only a cleft between world and man- 
considered as two separate entities — and between per- 
ception and thought — ^looked upon as two different 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BRUNO 319 

functions— but it id also reflected in Seeing and Thinking, 
and is the cause of otu: neither being able purely to 
perceive the world, nor purely to think, nor to look upon 
our own special self fully as subject or fully as object. 
That is the fundamental fact of our whole intellectual 
life, as it has been cmce for all established by Inunanuel 
Kant. But man, when he was still completely unsophisti- 
cated, was not conscious of this fact, and connected the 
sides of the gulf by a bridge, which was no less obvious 
and iridescent than the rainbow upon which the German 
gods entered the Valhalla, but which vras equally devoid 
of objective capability and carrying power. It is over 
this sanoie bridge that mankind still wanders to and fro, 
though some engage as their guide the giant Schopen- 
hauer, others the dwarf Biichner, while the greater 
number take any one of the numerous Dii minores. 
Looked at from a sufficient perspective distance, the 
difference between the unsophisticated creeds of an 
ancient Aryan contemplative herdsman, and the highly 
elaborated tenets of a Hegel, will resolve itself into a 
difference of degree; the critical solution is the only 
complete solution of the eternal riddle. 

Since then this primeval myth was a fiction, — a violent 
assumption, — ^it .was impossible to rest content with it. 
As in sleq> dream begets dreams, so was it necessary that 
from the one myth others should be bom, otherwise the 
bridge in mid-air would vanish, and the precipice would 
yawn at our feet. So, in the first place, we observe that 
the stem of the most primitive all-embracing myth forks 
into two main branches, just as inclination prefers to lay 
chief stress upon that which is thought, or upon that 
which is seen ; speaking from the point of view of looking 
upon man as epitome and conception of the world, or, 
on the contrary, upon the world as the unfolding and 
visible representation of man. In the last case, — that is 
to say, where precedence had been given to the Seen 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



320 BRUNO 

over the Thou^t, in course of time men reached an arti- 
ficial philosophy, as happened in Greece, where the 
abstract thinkers everywhere held to that i/^iich is 
visible and capable of being represented, and ahirays 
appeared in the character of creators or formers. Think 
of Democritns who invented the evidence of the atoms 
in the interests of an abstract cosmic mechanism, and 
Aristotle iniio brought the logical functions of om* intellect 
into visible schemes. In the first case, that is to say, where 
men were inclined to lay stress upon thought alone, the 
result was that by d^prees nature (a4>art from man) and 
the visiUe world, which had served as starting-point for 
the primeval myth, were lost to sight : their very exist- 
ence was as far as possiUe denied, and every perceptible 
thing was more and more degraded in the thoughts of 
men, as in India wbai the Brahmans were at their 
zenith, where at last thought alone, pure and bare of aU 
ideas, remained, the Ego in its highest potentiality, the 
all-embracing, unindividual Self (Paramitman).^ Greeks 
and Indians have in all probability a common ancestry, 
and yet how different are the goals which they attain ! 
You see how the direction of mythical thought and the 
direction of the development of culture go hand in hand. 
But we must still linger for a moment over this first 
branching into two essentially difEerent directions of the 
primeval myth of the identity of thinking and seeing ; 
for we shall soon have to consider a variegated series of 
most highly complicated networks of thought, and these 
will only remain perceptible if we have from the begiiming 
fixed our eyes clearly upon the mythical element. We 
are now acquainted with the great primitive myth, and 
we have just seen, how that same myth can give birth to 
two such different modes of contemplating the worid» 
that nearly related peoples reach the opposite ends of 
the scale of thought. But it is easy for us to show the 
existence of these two chief branches in the souls of our 
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thinkers down to the present day, and so to learn to 
recognise the perceptibly mythical where we imagine 
abstraction to be at work in its utmost potentiality. 

If I have up to the present spoken of man and world as 
in opposition to one another, I have done so because that 
is the conception with which we are chiefly concerned 
to-day. But these conceptions are too complicated and 
too abstract for unsophisticated nations; the first 
distinction, demonstrable even in the most primitive 
peoples, — a proved ethnological fact — is that which 
exists between those who are gifted with souls and those 
who are not so gifted. And since the idea of a soul is 
everywhere connected with that of breath, while breathing 
is the most important symptom of life, so the distinction 
between the man of soul and the man of no soul, is fused 
into that between a man who is alive and a man who is 
not alive. I, the man, the thinker, am gifted with soul 
and gifted with Ufe ; the stone that lies in my hand, the 
thing seen, the piece of nature, is evidently soulless and 
lifeless. But, upon more penetrating reflection, out of 
the primitive myth which makes the comparison of man 
and nature the foundation of all philosophy two opposite 
conclusions arise ; for one school says, " I live and am 
gifted with soul, therefore everything lives and has a 
soul " ; whereas the others have come to this conclusion : 
the world aroimd me is a piece of mechanism, without 
life and without soul, therefore the Ego is the same. We 
will begin by making ourselves further acquainted with 
these two doctrines by examples ; that will lead us to 
the workshop where the philosophies are hammered out. 

The group of the older Hellenic thinkers, however 
much their opinions may differ, are usually included 
tmder the name of Hylozoists, men who considered that 
all matter, that is to say, the whole Cosmos, was gifted 
with life. The often quoted saying of Thales that every- 
thing is full of Gods,® finds an exactly corresponding 
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fonnula some 2250 years later in Bruno when, in the 
Spaccio, he says : la tuUura, come deoi sapere, turn e aUro 
che Dio nelle cose, " Nature, you must know, is nothing 
else than God in things/' Bruno, the dreamer, the man 
whose glance is altogether directed inwards and who 
therefore fancies that he discovers an " inner " every- 
where, — ^Bruno cannot imagine that even stones can be 
without senses and souls {non est, crede, lapis sine anima 
el sine in suo genere sensu, I \ 158) .* And in the nineteenth 
century there lived an important, exact investigator of 
nature, Fechner, who pretended to have nothing to say 
to the phantasies of mythicism and mysticism, and who 
in spite of that looked upon the universe as a " Cos- 
morganism," and upon the constellations as half*way 
stations between their inhabitants and the " psycho- 
physical all-being " God.^^ You can see how the myth, 
" I Uve, therefore everything Uves," may lead to the most 
widely different thought, from the pure scholastic to the 
pure natural-scientific. Yet investigators and thinkers 
of equal importance created, and have created from the 
beginning of time, out of this same instinctive comparison 
of thought and seeing, a perception in contrast to it, that 
is to say, perception itself : nothing is alive, — nowhere in 
embodied nature are there any Gods. Such men direct 
their attention in the main to nature, and thence pay the 
more heed to the mechanism of ocourences ; as a matter 
of consequence, in their view the part played by the soul 
shrinks away more and more. We need only think of 
the view held of nature by our exact science of to-day, I 
and of the osciUations of the aether as they were treated of I 
in the Leonardo lecture ; that which is alive in light, I 
that which in Ught is of (^rect significance for the human 
soul, — namely colour, entirely disappeared before our 
eyes; colour became in the end a superfluous, veiy , 
inaccurate name for a number; then came the most j 
advanced of the physicists and s^d, "we do not want j 
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your whole visible Cosmos ; an empty space with energy 
is enough for us " (see p. 130 seq.). The man who was the 
absolute first to bring forward the idea of oscillations, 
Descartes, had the consistency to penetrate further 
inwards, and by the setting up of his famous theory of 
automata, to quash the idea of life not only in stones and 
constellations, but even of life in living beings. The 
body of animals, and a fortiori the form of plants, is, 
according to him, a machine: Je ne reconnais aucune 
diffirence enire Us machines que fotU les artisans et les 
divers corps que la nature seule compose ; all motions can 
be explained en mime fafon que le mouvement d'une 
fnontre est produit par la seule force de son ressort et la 
figure de ses roues {Les passions de I'dme, XVI), and so 
Descartes reaches the firm conviction, that, with the 
single exception of mankind, all animals are automata, 
that is to say, unconscious, that they possess no in any 
way formed anima and no sensus ; — in short, that they 
have no life. But Descartes goes further, or at any rate 
he is inclined to go further. In his Passions de I'dme^ he 
confines even the soul of man to the action of the Will, 
and to those sensations which find a response in the will, 
and not long before his death he confessed to a specially 
insistent correspondent that he only referred the whole 
understanding of the senses {I'imaginer) and sensation 
{le sentir) to the Uving soul, in so far as they were boimd 
up with the body ; pure thought thus remains alone as 
something living, belonging to the soul, — a thought that 
neither imagines nor feels.^^ That is hardly more than 
an unthinkable phantom, a mere vindication of the soul. 
It would be difficult to explain what this man, who fought 
so hotly and imceasingly for pure perception, had in his 
mind here ; difficult to explain at any rate as what it was, 
namely the mere reversal of the unsophisticated mytho- 
logical Hylozoism, unless India had once more furnished 
us with the full clue through the development of the same 
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idea pushed to its utmost possibilities, — ^Being insisted 
upon as opposed to Thought, Natiure as opposed to Man. 
A thinker named KapQa, who lived some 2500 years 
before Descartes, and may have been almost a contem- 
porary of Thales, taught as " a final, refined, infallible, 
absolute recognition " the sacramental words, i am not. 
Not only is everything not full of Gods, not only are 
neither stones nor beasts alive, — no— man himself is not 
alive, even I, who am thus thinking, am not alive. " With 
these words, I AM NOT," as an Indian commentator 
observes, " all that takes place inwardly, the distinctions 
of the organ of judgment, the delusions of the subjective 
organ, the omsolidation of the inner sense, and the 
perceptions of the other senses, together with the outer 
functions of the body, are denied to the Ego/'^* But if 
both that which takes place within and that which 
takes place without are denied to life, then of all 
that is apparent only the original matter, the "root^— 
primary-form," as Kapila calls it, remains, and my 
own body, together with the thoughts of the brain, 
and the feelings of the nerve-system, is a mechanical 
Automaton. Kapila was a freer man than Descartes, he 
did not live under the tyraimy of Christian compulsory 
beliefs, and so he could dare to follow mechanical thought 
to its furthest possibilities, and said to himself: even 
that which chiefly distinguishes man, the power of 
coming to logical conclusions, to form judgments, is still 
boimd up with a material organ, and this organ, the 
brain, is " since it belongs to matter, non-intellectual, 
and therefore that which it establishes (i.e. the conclu- 
sions) becomes just as unintellectual as a pot and other 
objects." Life becomes a mere hoax, since "the un- 
intellectual inner body is perceived as apparently intel- 
lectual, and in the same way the soul which has no share 
in activity is represented as active."^* This soul that has 
no share in activity is the pure Self free from all dross. 
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from which all that is implied by doing is excluded ; it is 
'* unconditioned and absolutely isolated, that is separated 
from matter," and as soon as the " delusion of subjec- 
tivity/' as Kapila calls it, has lost itself, " it looks upon 
matter immovable and contented."^* That corresponds 
vdth tolerable accurary to Descartes' idea of the pure 
ifitdlection (II, 257) of the tnoi (literally the Self of the 
Indian), qui est entiirement distinct du corps,^^ of a soul 
(Descartes prefers the word Intellect), which is something 
else than the phantasy of the Senses {Vimaginaiion 
purement corparelle, XI, 266). It may be a matter of 
surprise to you to meet with the expression soul or 
intellect here. Do not be too hasty in your judgment. 
I reminded you just now of the empty space of our 
physicists: here you have the exact counterpart, the 
empty soul, the empty Ego. That idea of the empty 
space with nothing in it but motion is no mere joke, 
no extravagance of thrashers-out-of-thought gone mad, 
but on the contrary a theoretical acceptation to which 
prosaic, positive, antim3rstic investigators of nature are 
driven ; just as little is this empty soul of Kapila and 
Descartes a purposeless image pf thought ; follow to the 
end one of those two paths which branch out from it, 
and it becomes far rather the inevitable, necessary result 
of that first unconscious act of power, of the contrast be* 
tween man and natture, between thought and perception.^* 
These examples are enough to show you how deeply 
the simple primitive ms^th in all times, and even in the 
supposed newest results of human thought, reaches into 
the very inmost core of our philosophies. Whether the 
creation of form or the annihilation of form, whether the 
inclination to bestow a soul upon matter, or the inclina- 
tion to materialise that which belongs to the soul be 
predominant ; — both tendencies may be referred to 
dreamy mythical presumptions, from which they of 
necessity proceed. But I think that we are now able to 
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observe in detail how far even series of thoughts, that 
are in appearance perfectly abstract, sbmys go back to 
natural myths. We must in the first place take for our 
instruction a consistent concrete example, and it w£Q be 
wise to confine ourselves to Greece, since Greek philosophy 
is universally known, and may be viewed in perspective 
from a sufficient distance : I must of course set to vmA 
with aphoristic brevity. But if once we obtain a clear 
idea of the development from Thales to Aristotle in 
main lines, we shall, I hope, be aiabled to gain a complete 
perception of all those philosophies which are based upon 
myth, so that nothing will remain but the purely critical 
comprehension of the world-problem as opposed to every 
f<mn of dogma, — that conq>rehension which Plato 
guessed at, and Kant developed in full perspicuity. 

Thales, who looked upon the world as full of the deity, 
nevertheless did not make use of the Godhead like the 
Jews as a Deus ex machind for the creation of the world : 
the behef in Gods with whom he afterwards peopled 
nature was rather the creation of his own soul. But 
when once he began to look not into himself but into 
nature, he saw, like Homer, that everything must take 
place according to the immutable laws of mechanical 
necessity, and he held the opLoion that the world must 
have developed itself out of some primitive element 
or primitive matter (a*roix«oy), and that this primitive 
matter, the first cause of all visible things, was Water. 
Whence did he get this idea ? Aristotle saw its origin in 
the primeval Hellenic myth of Oceanus and his consort 
Tethys, the first creators of all things, and now we are in 
a position to point still further black, namely to the myth 
of creation of the Rig-Veda, according to which the earth, 
with its life and love, was in the same way developed out 
of the dark flood of the waters. Something of the same 
sort, but expressed in somewhat different words, is the 
doctrine of modem natural science. 
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There is then no actual conscious difference between 
man, God, and the World ; the identity of that which is 
gifted with soul and that which is not so gifted, still 
seems a quite unsophisticated expression : everything 
possesses soul, everything is full of Gods, and at the same 
time everything is purely substantial and developed 
mechanically out of matter. 

Inasmuch as it already contains rather more logic and 
rather less perception. Philosophy becomes much more 
complicated in the first Hellenic thinker who markedly 
turns away from Thales. In theory Heraclitus is just as 
monistic and just as hylozoistic as Thales, but if we 
follow up the course of his thought we see that he takes 
Man as his centre, — ^and distinguishes below him the 
World, above him the Divine. We may even say that 
Heraclitus is rather a thinker than an observer of nature, 
though that should not, as our manuals tell us, be con- 
sidered as progress ; it is simply a question of personal 
disposition. Heraclitus exactly grasps at the primeval 
mythical idea of Breath, of the Breath of life, which is 
common to all Indo-Europeans, as the fundamental 
principle of the universal All. The Indian word prdna 
has exactly the same meaning as the Greek sjmonym of 
Heraclitus xiw/ca, in the first place wind, air, then breath, 
and thence also life, and finally, looked upon as the invisible 
part of life, intellect or soul. Even the hagion pneufna, 
the Holy Ghost of Christian mythology, is the descendant 
in a straight line of the sacred Pr&na of the Vedas. You 
see how these two, Thales and Heraclitus, stand opposite 
to one another in the plainest mythical simplicity. The 
one looks out upon nature, and says, " there must be a 
fundamental element, — ^water " ; the other looks inward 
into himself and says, ''here there must be a funda- 
mental element, the breath of life." That is much the 
same contrast as you saw before between Descartes and 
Bruno. 
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Now, however, we must go a step farther, in the 
endeavour to investigate how Heraclitus out of this 
unity developed something double, that is to say, the 
world and that which is above the world. 

The fundamental element, the breath of man, the 
invisible principle of life, ccmdenses itself according to 
him downwards into a visible world, — upwards into the 
empyrean, purified into a conception of Divinity ; tar 
both purposes Heraditus again clings to mythical ideas. 
Fire he praises as the material bearer of the breath of 
life, and so far the Creator of the perceptible AU, since 
for him the prinntive being is called irvwfia ecu irvp. 
Breath and Fire. That too is a primeval Aryan vayih, 
taken from a hundred observations of nature, followed 
by a comparison of thinking and action : Fire in heaven 
as dayUght and warmth. Fire in lightning. Fire on the 
hearth, and as consumer of the sacrifice, — ^again the 
warmth of the body in life, in contradistinction to the 
cold of death ; the glow of the flowing blood, and the 
warm bowels of the newly killed sacrificial victim, — is 
anything more wanted to prove that fire and life are one ? 
Small wonder that the old Indian books expressly teach 
the equal significance of these two pneuma kai pur, 
" That fire which is this world, is also the Fr&na, the 
breath of life."!' 

And now for the idea of Heraclitus as to the Godhead. 
It is wonderfully exquisite. Heraclitus is, as you have 
seen, fundamentally a monist : the meaning of his 
pneuma kai pur is this, — ^the essence of the invisible Ego 
(the breath of life) and the essence of the visible world 
(fire) is one and the same. This harmony between the 
invisible and the visible, between that wliich is thought 
and that which is perceived, is identical on one side with 
that which I feel as Destiny in the apparent accidents of 
my life, and on the other side with the inviolable divine 
necessity of that which has occurred, which I see in 
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nature: if I look out upon nature (fire), I call that 
universal harmony the order of the world (cosmos), — if I , 
think upon it in my Ego (in the breath of life), then I 
call it Logos, the Word that is from the beginning.** For 
the sentient philosopher these different names are 
Harmony, Fate, Necessity, Order of the World, Logos, — 
all nothing but different designations for the one Divine 
principle : but if a man takes his stand not upon the 
X>oint of reflection, but of practical and poUtical Ufe, then 
he must honour this Divine principle under the idea of 
2^us. That is why Heraclitus utters that deep simple, 
and for that reason only much-disputed, and in many 
waj^ misimderstood, saying, " The one, the only one 
that knows, may not, and yet may well be invoked under 
the name Zeus."*^ 

That is the way in which the best men of Greece 
thought about God some five himdred years before the 
birth of Christ ; it was a lofty and beautiful perception, 
hovering in harmony between nature as seen by the eyes 
and the invisible Ego, and full of incitements to thought. 
But then came the great split. In Greece up to that 
time the Ego and the world had been held without any 
more ado to be identical : not in any way as if men had 
dogmatised over this identity, but it was looked upon as 
an open fact, and not a matter brought in question. It 
was possible to insist with Thales on the visible element 
of Nature, or with HeracUtus upon breathing thought ; 
but that there was or might be a double i)ossibiUty, that 
was a point upon which there was as yet no mistake. 
Then came reflection, and so it was that Nature and the 
Ego separated. The desperate attempts of the Eleatists, 
who shrank before no sophistry, to enforce the mathe- 
matical unity of all existence as dogma, are chiefly interest- 
ing to us as a symptom of the rupture which had taken 
place and could never again be satisfactorily adjusted. 
And jtist as the Ego and Nature had fallen asunder, so 
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too did now God and the World; consequently new 
conceptions had to be hammered out, new philosophies 
to be built up. But, in spite of all, visible nature never 
lost her dream-awakening power over our phantasy, and 
the fundamental myths held their own, as you will soon 
see, with slight and merely superficial changes. But 
from now on attention becomes necessary in order to 
disentangle the mythical element as such out of the 
fray. 

As you doubtless know it was Anaxagoras who, with 
his idea of voih, founded a new conception of the Divinity. 
Nous is generally translated, though in admittedly un- 
satisfactory fashion, by "thinking essence," or more 
shortly by " reason." If I understand the explanations 
of the professed savants it corresponds more to the Latin 
fnens, the English mind, translated by the French as 
iniettigence. Really the exact translation is a matter 
of small importance : what you have to understand 
is this, that the nous signifies the exaltation of the Ego 
to the prejudice of Nature, and that means the exaltation 
of logical reflection at the expense of Seeing and Observa- 
tion. Just as logic orders the thoughts of men, so Reason 
orders the world ; " in the beginning everything was 
confusion {fuy/na), then came Nous and created the order 
of the world." You perceive that the primitive myth of 
chaos to a certain degree furnishes the foundation for 
this new belief of reason, but now rationalism assumes 
the autocracy, and it is not the forces of nature, but the 
powers of reason outside of nature, that bring the world 
into existence. That is why Anaxagoras is justified in 
calling his Nous mroKparn^ — an autocrat. It is really 
remarkable to see to what a distance this new God is 
at once removed. Thales had seen Gods everywhere, 
Heraclitus had felt the presence of the divinity at every 
step ; but now the Godhead, always invisible, fad^ away 
to the extreme boundary of the universe ; it is only the 
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" ordering power/' the first " originator of movement/' 
hardly more than a mere thought ; and indeed not a 
mystic thought symbolising nature like V&c-Logos, but 
an abstractly concrete thought : itself as yet only im- 
material unfomied thought, not a form evident to the 
senses, but so far as the world is concerned a simply 
mechanical, not subjective, necessity. 

You will see directly what I mean. 

You remember that Descartes and Kapila by distin* 
guishing the soul entirely from matter had, so to speak, 
arrived at a purer, completely mechanical nature. The 
same thing occuishere. Anaxagoras, by creating a God 
above and outside the world, strips nature of its divinity, 
and considers it as more purely mechanical than Ids 
predecessors did : that is the salient point. For Anaxa- 
goras himself the invention of Nous had not much more 
significance than the cogito, ergo sum had for Descartes. 
But our professional philosophers to whom eversrthing 
abstract seems to be something specially exalted have 
manufactured an Anaxagoras, to whom the true one 
bears but slight relati<Hi : they sing praises like the 
priests of the temple in honour of the discoverer of " a 
higher purely spiritual conception of God," and do not 
see that Anaxagoras simply had in view a rational natural 
science, and only makes use of the God of his thoughts, 
in order to be quit of the Gods of direct perception. For 
his eye is fixed upon the World, not upon God ; his mode 
of thought is entirely mechanical. He himself confesses 
simply that he only appeals to his God, when he is at a 
loss to know how to get on without him. In so far as he 
cannot imagine the rise of an orderly system without a 
Reason to create the order, he needs his God in the 
abstract : but he wastes no time over this rationalistic 
reflection, but hurries away to the visible world in which 
he now needs his God in the concrete, because he does not 
know how without him he can explain the cause and 
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maintenance of the first all-comprehensive rotary move- 
ment : in no other way does he make any use of his God 
— Nous. 

Here then there exists a very important departure 
from the completely imsophisticated identification of 
Thinking and Seeing. But how closely, in spite of that. 
Thought and Seeing here hang together, has been shown 
by Wilhehn Dilthey in his Einleiiung in die GeisUswis- 
senschaften. Anaxagoras, like Thales before him, was a 
passionate watcher of the stars. When he was asked why 
man should prefer Being to Not-being he answered : on 
account of the starry heaven. But with him it was no 
mere question of sentimentality. It was rather that he 
possessed far more correct views of the cosmic relations 
than Aristotle. For example, he knew that the moon is 
great, and believed it to be inhabited : he knew that its 
light is light reflected from the sun, and he knew that the 
sun is more remote from the earth and greater than the 
moon. But above all there were two facts in the starry 
heaven which captivated his reflection : he saw, as his 
seafaring fellow-countrymen had done from immemorable 
times, the fixed star at the north pole of the firmament, 
and he then observed that the stars in its immediate 
neighbourhood revolved round it in very small circles, 
while the further stars moved in ever larger circles, and 
so he came to the idea that the whole heavenly globe 
moved round one axis. That was already an observation 
of fundamental importance. But besides this Anaxagoras 
possessed a sound physical instinct, such as perception 
alone can give, but thought never can. Gravitation was 
known to him, and inasmuch as he held the sun, the moon, 
the stars, not as Aristotle did later, as fixed to concentric 
spheres, but as independent bodies moving in space, he 
came to the conclusion that they must necessarily fall 
upon the Earth, unless the same centrifugal force yrtiLch 
once drove the primeval elements asunder, swung them 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BRUNO 333 

continually in a circle, *' as we swing a stone in a sling." 
You see what a mass of truly scientific mechanical per- 
ception of Nature is at work here. Listen again. Dilthey 
informs us that " the northern final point (of the axis of 
the heavens) is the cosmic point, from which out of the 
nous of Anaxagoras, the circular motion in matter 
started, and from which it still at the present time 
works. The nous began on a small scale; the point 
where that took place was the pole ; from that point the 
circling became wider and wider, and will continue so 
widening, and it was thence that at the same time with 
the revolutions the division of the atoms took place." 
When we think of the state of knowledge of that time, 
we may well rank this idea as a scientific contribution to 
thought in a parallel line with the so-called Kant-Laplace 
hypothesis: the fundamental observations are few in 
number and not quite correct, but the prophetic concep- 
tion of the state of facts is striking. For our theme 
to-day the one point of interest lies in the fact that the 
God of Anaxagoras and the unity of that God is not a 
metaphysical deduction, as is the case with Bruno and 
all monists, but that this contemplator of the world 
comes to his conclusion inductively out of the necessity 
for a First Being who should set the cosmic machine in 
motion, and out of the observation of the one and only 
axis of the starry heaven. 

You see that the great cleft of which I spoke a while 
ago was as yet relatively not very deep. This divine 
reason, — of which the ordering activity consists only in 
the maintenance of a common centrifugal motion, while 
all else occurs automatically, — ^is hardly more than a 
hjrpostatised fundamental force of nature. And yet the 
step which had here been taken, was one of great import- 
ance. The divine had been isolated from the world, and 
had been contrasted with it as an intellect without body 
in contradistinction to bodies without intellect ; and that 
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introduced firstly the method of Analysis, that is to say, 
of dissection* and secondly paved the way for considering 
the human intellect as related to the Nous, so that a 
loftier wisdom might be created directly out of it than 
out of the faithful contemplation of nature. Analysis 
at once does away with myth ; for the latter is essentially 
combination, whereas the former is separation. The 
rationalistic importance assigned to logic, as if it were 
the fundamental law of nature, equally abolishes the 
myth, and replaces it by syllogisms. But inasmuch as 
without the myth to serve as bridge, without the assistance 
of some dream*f orm no unity and therefore no philosophy 
can be arrived at, the consequence was not that myths 
really disappeared, but that they were from that time 
forward introduced more clandestinely and violently. 
The old Indians, for instance, had expressly declared 
that their accounts of the creation were only to be taken 
figuratively, — only as an attempt to represent sym- 
bolically that which is unknowable ;*^ these people then 
up(Mi whom we think ourselves able to lode down, knew 
precisely that their myths were mj^hs, they did not 
demand for them that stupid belief which is required of 
us in religion and science. In the same way we find the 
Hellenic myths flowing steadily until the great break 
comes : from that time forth reason is dominant, believes 
itself to be of divine origin, sees nature at its feet, and 
deludes itself into the belief that it knows : that is why 
its assertions are dogma, and faith is demanded for its 
dreams. With the help of Socrates and Aristotle this 
connection of events will be made dear to us, and we 
shall see how in this way men became in a higher degree 
the slaves of their mythical ideas than their ancestors 
had been. What we call " Progress," a word with which 
childish unreflecting minds intoxicate themselves, is 
always dearly paid for. 
In the Phado there is a passage towards the end (96, seq) 
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which gives me the impression of a really historical report 
of remarks which probably often fell from Socrates; im- 
mediately upon that Plato steps in again with his doctrine 
of ideas ; but what Socrates objects to in the doctrine of 
Anaxagoras proceeds from Socrates himself. The latter 
tells us how in his youth he studied natural history 
zealously ; but that his hope thereby " to discover the 
causes of things/' and to learn " whether animals arose 
out of putrescence," how their growth took place, and so 
forth, was disappointed; that he discovered that he 
himself " had no aptitude for such investigations " ; 
but that afterwards he comforted himself by the discovery 
that " the real essence of things lay in our human thoughts 
about them," and that men should guard themselves 
" against injuring their eyes " by the contemplation of 
things themselves !^^ And so he laid hold upon the 
writings of Anaxagoras, because he had been informed 
that this philosopher had represented reason as the 
ordering law of all things, and this led him to hope, that 
in Anaxagoras he would find the solution of all the 
questions of nature. For if, for example, a man should 
wish to know whether the earth is roimd or flat, it " would 
not become him " to estabUsh this by investigation of 
the facts, but he need only ask himself, — ^which is the 
more reasonable ? which is the more advantageous for 
mankind ? This must of necessity be right, because it was 
reason (the Nous) that organised the world. In the same 
way the question as to whether the earth is stationary in the 
middle of the universe, or whether, as the Pjrthagoreans 
had already long taught, it moved in space roimd a centre, 
could oiily be answered by the weighing in reason of the 
pros and cons of the advantage to be gained. " Is it 
better that the earth should stand in the middle ? " 
That, according to Socrates, is the question to be asked. 
" If Anaxagoras made this clear to me I made up my 
mind never again to listen to any other manner of proof." 
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Socrates soon came to grievous disappointment. Fcft 
Anaxagoras looked upon the nous (as against nature) as 
a mere first cause of motion: beyond that he was 
dominated by purely scientifically conceived physical 
laws. ''And so I fell right down from my wonderful 
hopes/* Socrates complains, " when I saw that the man 
with his Reason establishes nothing, but brings forward 
all sorts of stories about air, and sether, and water, and 
similar wonderful things." That is the historical turning- 
point. Thus it was that mankind turned their backs 
upon nature, until in the thirteenth century the Teutonic 
renaissance burst into life. Socrates might well have 
deserved to be raised to the dignity of a Father of 
the Church. It is true that with the Epicurean Lucretius 
a reaction took place, which at least taught the love of 
nature, and the neo-Platonist monists worshipped it as 
the living Godhead ; but no one took the pains to consult 
nature, to observe it, to copy it in thought with love and 
obedience, and in that way to wrest its secrets from it. 

Then there appeared the man for whom Socrates had 
longed but had not found, the man who " made reason the 
beguming of all things," and who to every question gave 
the apodictic answer, " as it had to be," without first 
attempting to see what it was in reality. Aristotle 
demonstrated that the earth must be a sphere, not in 
any way because he attached any special value to the 
observations which were already to the fore in his time 
about the height of the sun in different latitudes, but 
because it was the most perfect of all forms and therefore 
the undoubted property of the earth, to which he added 
the further precious reason, that the sjdierical form is 
peculiar to those bodies in which all movement is abso- 
lutely wanting. As forcibly he demonstrated that the 
earth was stationary and in the middle of the universe, and 
that there neither was nor could be any second constella- 
tion, but only luminary bodies attached to hollow spheres 
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vrhich circled round the earth, and so forth. But you 
must know that a hundred years before Aristotle, 
Philolaus had taught that the earth turned upon its axis, 
and that it circled round some unknown centre, and that 
the better informed of Aristotle's contemporaries knew 
that this centre was the Sun, even though the mathe- 
matical proof of the heliocentric system was not given 
till some seventy years after his death by Aristarchus of 
Samos ;^^ it is not until you reflect upon this that you 
will realise what a fateful influence was exercised upon 
the culture of Europe by that supremacy of thought over 
seeing which was heralded by Anaxagoras, promoted by 
Socrates, and brought to perfection by Aristotle. From 
that time forth empirical proofs were of no account, — 
absolutely none; what Socrates had preached — never 
again to listen to any other mode of proof than that 
which was logically rational, had become an iron law for 
the cultured world ; ratio locuta est, reason has spoken ; 
the age of the tyranny of intellect had begun, — the 
domination of blind, sightless reason. What had taken 
place in the idea of the Cosmos, naturally happened also 
in the idea of the Divinity : it was fixed dogmatically : 
as Cicero in his historical retrospect of philosophy says : 
mentem valebant rerum esse judicem, solum censebant 
idoneam cui crederetur ; " they asserted that mind 
should be the judge of all things, that mind alone was 
worthy of credence,"** The nous of Anaxagoras was 
now on a more exalted throne, and other authorities 
were regarded as its delegates. In every single particular, 
Aristotle defined to a hair's-breadth, what, and how, and 
where, and why the intellect existed : and so the nous, 
after it had assimilated itself to the Jewish Jehovah, 
became God to the European world, — claying down the 
law for all Christian theology down to the present time. 
Kant dethroned the Nous- Jehovah for ever, a fact which 
the world does not yet realise, but will learn by degrees. 

I.— z 
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What must specially intex«st us in the connection of 
these achievements is the circumstance that although 
Aristotle, in the consideration of God and the woiid, went 
to work in so abstract and rationalistic a fashion, he too 
drew upon the collected material of perception and upon 
a purely mythical comparison betwe^i thinking and 
seeing, for his fundamental ideas and for everything 
that possesses power of formation and living energy in 
his conceptions. That his nous is rooted in the nous of 
Anaxagoras he himself confesses, and that may be taken 
as an indirect connection with nature. Even Aristotle 
looks upon God as before all the " unmoved first cause of 
motion '' ; he considers God as first and foremost the 
cause of the revolutions of the heav^i of the fixed stars. 
But Aristotle as a keener analyst perceives something of 
which Anaxagoras, the more physical observer, had not 
thought ; that is to say, that it is difficult to bring this 
extramundane bodiless intellect into union with the 
worid of matter; certain intermediate steps are here 
necessary to bring into inner harmony the first and 
outermost motion. Thus Aristotle looks out upon the 
heavens, or rather he looks into the books of the astrono- 
mers, and sees that there is no unity in the move- 
ment of the constellations : between the fixed stars, the 
sun, the moon, and the planets move with all manner of 
shiftings forwards and backwards, standing still and so 
forth. Beside the comprehensive movement of the 
heaven of fixed stars, which alone Anaxagoras had taken 
in view, there are also other eternal motions which 
equally can only be ascribed to immovable intellects, even 
though they shotdd be bred of the highest Nous ; obviously 
there must be as many of these intellects as there are 
di£Eerent visible motions in the heavens, and these reach 
one another reciprocally from the highest and outermost 
to the lowest and innermost. But Aristotle allows the 
method of reason, with its inclination to structures in 
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harmony, to go still further. The world must be built up 
of just so many substances, no more and no less, as there 
are motions and intellectual causes of motion ; and we 
must be able to distinguish just as many aims as active 
in nature.** You see what an endlessly artistic, and, at 
the same time, artificial, structure is set up here under 
the mask of reason. The next matter was to decide how 
many of these motions, intellects, substances, and aims 
are there ? The answer to this question turned out to be 
more complicated than you might at first suspect. You 
might say to yourself, the Greeks recognised five planets, 
the sun and the moon, so we shall probably be right if 
we reckon upon seven motions, intellects, substances, 
and aims, adding to these the heaven of fixed stars as 
an eighth sphere. You would be far out. Sophistry is 
intolerant of simple solutions. The truthful perception 
of Anaxagoras and many of his contemporaries that 
every single fixed constellation is floating in space had 
been rejected at the outset by Aristotle as contrary to 
reason. There can only be one earth, and that must rest 
immovable in the centre of the All ; that is dogma, for 
that is demanded by reason. But out of this postulate of 
reason the necessity arose once more to bring to the front 
the old fable of Anaximander of the heavenly* spheres 
and the Imninary bodies attached to them. But since 
the wandering stars, sun, moon, and planets apparently 
carry out extraordinarily complicated motions between 
the fixed stars, and it was nevertheless a dogma that all 
the motions in heaven complete themselves in perfect 
circles,** you will understand that in order to explain 
the phenomena in this way, it was necessary to accept the 
idea of spheres rather than of stars. In order to explain 
the motions of each separate wandering star between the 
fixed stars, it became necessary to accept the idea of 
several spheres, contained within one another, set in 
motion in various directions. So the question was not, — 
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how many difierent wandering stars do we see in motion ? 
but, — how many invisible spheres must we assume, in 
order to explain the motions which we observe in the 
visible fixed stars ? It was necessary to assume at least 
four spheres for the relatively simple motions of the sim 
between the fixed stars, and correspondingly more for 
the other wandering stars, and so without reckoning the 
outermost all-embracing sphere of fixed stars, thiee-and- 
thirty spheres came to be assumed, " within which the 
stars really move." Yet even that was not sufficient 
mathematically to explain the movements of the planets 
according to the dogmatically immutable presumptions. 
Two-and-twenty auxiliary spheres had to be assumed in 
addition, in order, as Aristotle puts it, " to pack up the 
other spheres." <* Think of the Plateforme roulanU of 
the century exhibition at Paris, set up in a complete 
circle, and upon this regularly and ss^mmetrically rotating 
platforms, a number of incandescent lamps securely 
nailed to it, — ^that would be a representation of the 
heaven of fixed stars. Now imagine to yourselves seven 
wheels of difierent sizes, running round at difierent 
speeds upon this disc ; to every wheel a second wheel is 
attached in some special eccentric comer with a direction 
and speed of its own ; on this wheel is placed another, 
and so on, and it is not until the last is reached that the 
illuminating body, alone visible to you out of this whole 
mechanism of wheels, comes into play : but you stand 
in the middle and watch the movements of the many 
luminous bodies circling round you with unalterable 
regularity, and of the seven other lights which move 
irregularly : in this way you will have an approximate 
idea of the spheres as Aristotle conceived them, with the 
exception that he was dealing with hollow balls, not as in 
this simile simple discs. Aristotle imagines to Imnself 
55 of these balls partly boxed in one another, partly fixed 
to one another, and with different movanents, and to 
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these he adds one outennost 56th ball. From this 
strictly logical deduction he concludes that there are just 
as many " intellectual powers " at work, that is to say, 
56, creating motion, — ^an equal number of " substances " 
building up the world, — an equal number of " aims " 
whose decision settles all that happens. 

You will have remarked that even in this rationalistic 
cobweb of the brain which to-day seems to us so mad, 
the observation of Nature is nevertheless also co-operating 
and informing, and we evermore find Thinking and 
Seeing placed in direct relation to one another, in accord- 
ance with precisely the same presumption of identity 
between the two which we observed in the Indo-Aryan 
herdsmen. If the latter hungered after wisdom, they 
turned to the Sun : if Aristotle wishes to search out the 
numbers of the active " aims," he consults the stars. 
And it is precisely through Aristotle that one of the most 
primeval ideas of all Indo-European mythology, prettily 
tricked out with scientific frippery, once more comes to 
great honour: — Varuna, in Greek ovpavag, that is to 
say, the " all-embracing/' the true God of heaven, in 
whom as the Rig-Veda expresses it, " the heavens are 
locked," literally as in Aristotle all the spheres are 
internally imprisoned in the outermost sphere of heaven. 
Not God alone is unconsciously borrowed from the m3^h, 
but also Substance, Matter, the idea which is set up in 
opposition to God. The Nous-God, the only completely 
purely intellectual Being, rests outside of the world, 
beyond the heaven of fixed stars. The primeval substance 
on the contrary (wX^ irpwrn), that is the completely un- 
intellectual matter, has its lair in the inmost depths of 
the world. So now the two extrone points, God and the 
World, stand contrasted in full logical clearness ; between 
them are the 56 intermediary stages, the outer ones 
by increasing ratios more intellectual and less material, 
the inner ones by increasing ratios more material and less 
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intellectual. The Nous-God, the pure intellect, is witlKNit 
matter and immovaUe ; its being is only a thou^t, and 
it thinks no thought, for that would be transient, bat 
•* its thought is a thought of thought " ; but the x/nir? 
2X9 is 80 entirely matter that it neither has nor produces 
forms— for these would at once be thoughts— but only coo- 
tains the inexhaustiUe power (Swafjuf) of formation ; just 
as thought could not think thoughts but only the process 
of thinking, so this material cannot be things, but 01^ 
that which is no thing : in imitation of the Axistotehaa 
language we might say of the primeval substance : its 
being is a being of being. It is impossible to push utter 
senseless scholastic abstraction further. But just as ttai 
God, looked at more closely, appeared as the old Vanma 
of the m3rth common to Aryans, and even now curreot 
with children as the Heavenly Father, so we may easily 
carry back the irparm HKti of ^oistotle to the ms^ological 
ideas out of which this so-called purely logical compre- 
hension arose. Among the Aryan Indians this primeval 
substance was called asad ; they define it as the *' non- 
being being,'' and with those three words you have 
exactly the idea upon which Aristotle wastes pages and 
pages of s^isdess dialectics. Under the guidance of this 
asad you reach the familiar primeval idea of chaos as a 
world not yet ordered by thought, or to speak more 
correctly, not yet disentangled inside any thou^t 
Uranos and chaos are thus the perceptions out of which 
these apparently pure abstractions draw that modicum 
of the sap of life without which even shadows cannot 
enter upon existence.*' As forms of conception, however. 
Nous and prate hyle (or God and World) are no mem 
than the attempt to distinguish between Thinking and 
Seeing, in other words the dissection of the primeval 
vayih of all myths into its component parts. But as we 
saw in the former lecture and shall soon explain again 
from another standpoint, something impossible is bete 
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demanded of human nature ; and so the paradoxical result 
arises that the pure object of thought (God) no longer 
gives us the smallest point for thought to lay hold of, 
and can only be perceived in the visible rotary move- 
ment of the starry heaven, whereas the object of sight 
(the primeval substance) becomes imperceptible to the 
eye, and only has a sort of imaginary existence as a 
conception devoid of idea. 

With this we may claim to have left behind us the 

second stage of the road along which this excursus leads 

us. First, in Bruno and Fechner on the one side, in 

Descartes and Kapila on the other, we have seen how the 

dream-bom identification of thinking and seeing can lead 

us either to endow all nature,---every constellation and 

every stone — with life and with soul, or else to look upon 

even living beings as mechanical automata, and indeed 

to say of our own Ego, I am not. We have now studied 

one of the possible developments of the primeval myth 

in a series of consecutive thinkers, and we have seen how 

in Greece in the course of some 250 years the distinction 

between Thinking and Seeing, the two roots of our 

human Being and so also of our Senses, was continually 

being more and more clearly felt, and more keenly worked 

out, until at last here also a perfect Paradox was brought 

into being, and the pure object of thought (God) could 

only be seen, — the pure object of sight (the substance of 

the World) could only be thought. As I have already 

pointed out, it is the dream-nature of our senses, as 

opposed to true critical reflection, which is ultimately 

responsible for contradictory results of that|t'sort ; 

we may admire and sing the praises of the bridge 

of the rainbow, but we can hardly hope that it will 

carry us over the yawning abj^ss. I think you will 

admit at once that the nous and the prote hyle of 

Aristotle are just as much dream-pictures as the 

Gods wandering upon earth, the world-creating primeval 
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wata: of Thales, or the Pnemna-Logos and the fire d 
HeracUtus. 

Now I shall call iqx>n you to face a third and more 
ccnnprebensive consideration. I think that I shall be 
able to convince you that the fixed inter-ielation betveen 
Seeing and Thinking, — the manner and way in which tlot 
original comparis(m takes place in every brain, or to 
retain our metaphor, the way m which the mjrthical 
rainbow bridge forms itself and of necessity must fonn 
itself in every one of us according to the capabilities ci 
his brain, — is the determining power which influences the 
maim^ of thought in every individual. The possible 
forms of philosophy are aU as it were ready to our hand, 
that is to say, prefigured : they are given by the nature 
of the human intellect ; whoever analyses to its founda- 
tions that which is personal, will reach that which is 
beycmd personality. And just as in biological science 
the recognition of the species hdps the study of the 
individual, so will the recogniticHi of the generally possible 
" species of philosophies," in oppositi(m to eternal history 
with its eternally crooked judgments, be of great service in 
the accurate investigation of the individual. 

You must in no wise believe that what you have seen 
in Hellas, the issue out of the concrete into the abstract, 
and ci simfde monism into maturely considered dualism, is 
a necessary develo{xnent. Such conceptioi^ with which 
we have been tarred and feathered since Hold's time, and 
under the influence of the prevailing Darwinism, hind^ 
all true comprehaision. We pronounce the magic wmd 
" development,'' driving the phenomenon into boundless 
distance, and when we have lost sight of it, we believe 
that we have " exfdained " it. What " develops itself " is 
always the subsidiary, whereas what we want to arrive at 
is the essence of the thing itself. The progress ci the 
so-called " development " may quite weU be exactly the 
c(Hitrary in the gradual reversal of the philosophy of a 
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people. Amongst us modems we can see both at once : 
a progress towards more and more abstraction (Hegel 
and the new school), a progress towards the more and 
more concrete (Descartes and the investigations of 
Nature) ; in Greece also Democritus laid the foundation 
of scientific empirical materialism at the very time when 
Socrates was paving the way for the autocracy of logic: 
There can never be any true understanding of phenomena 
when that which is mutable in them is taken as the 
foundation instead of that which is stable and eternal. 
That is why, fortified by the historical example of Greek 
mental achievements, we must now go further, analyse 
more exactly, and endeavour to reach the eternal super- 
personal foundation out of which, as the necessarily 
constant ground of all hiunan Thinking and Seeing, the 
differently natured, and yet again imperishable, philos- 
ophies, so peculiarly inter-chained the one with the 
other, proceed. Everywhere in nature, if we are im- 
prejudiced and yet keenly observant, we can discover 
great simple relations : the same holds good with our 
brains ; once these relations are clearly recognised and 
distinctly formulated, then we can the better pene- 
trate the munberless eternally new phenomena of the 
Personal. 

With this view I will now propose to you a Scheme 
— a Scheme of the possible ways of Seeing and Thinking, 
and of their possible combinations ; you will see how 
exactly our different philosophical systems are conditioned 
by these inborn aptitudes, and therefore by what we 
have hitherto for brevity's sake caUed the Maimer of 
Seeing. 

My previous lectures have shown you what I think 
about Schemes. A Scheme must be schematic, it must 
never shift its ground into the place of living insight, of 
which it must only be the handmaid. You already 
possess a certain store of living insight, and the rest will 
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follow by degrees, until the skdeton of the scfaeme 
is clothed with fle^ and blood as in the case of 
Descartes. 

I offer you a twofold dichogamy, a double braiK^ing. 
The primeval simple myth of the complete identity of 
Thinking and Seeing forks in the first place into two 
chief branches, according as the balance leans towards 
Thinking or Seeing ; that we have already fully exj^aioed 
by many examples: then the Thinking and Sedng 
themselves fork each into two l»anches, as wOl immedi- 
ately be more nearly set out as soon as we have sufficientfy 
made the first great division intelligible : 




The Commort Root 
(Primeval Myth) 



Analysis then, in the first place, gives us the distinction 
between men who are mainly Seeis and those who are 
mainly Thinkers. For simplicity's sake I put it in this 
way ; the contrast may be looked upon more narrowly 
or more broadly without being done away with, so that 
it comprises domains not necessarily differing in size, 
but different in general. That, however, need not 
trouble us here ; each of the different possiUe contrasts 
is an exact symbol of the other ; the contrast is dear 
and sharp ; it is that between understanding and the 
power of the senses (see the previous lectiure), between 
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reason and empiricism, between the invisible Ego and 
the visible world, between ratiocination and observation, 
between the abstract and the concrete ; Thinking and 
Seeing comprise all these contrasts. I do not think that 
you will ever fall into doubt, or at any rate that you will 
ever remain in doubt, as to which of these two classes 
any pre-eminent intdlect belongs to. You have seen 
how instructive was the contrast between the Seer 
Anaxagoras and the thinker Socrates : just in the same 
way Democritus and Aristotle, Descartes and Duns Scotus 
stand opposite to one another. Among the Indians, even 
among those who appear as atomists. Thinking is with 
all of them the preponderant branch, whereas with a 
Goethe, Seeing, in quite as extraordinary a degree, gives 
the casting vote. In this relation Goethe stands upon 
the same footing as the old Hellenic hylozoists, — on the 
footing to which alone Kant allows any value in the 
investigation of nature; while, on the contrary, Bruno 
far outdoes even Aristotle in giving the preference to 
thinking, and so must be reckoned with the Indians, and 
Plotinus and Hegel among the one-sided Thinkers. Those 
pre-eminent intellects then with whom Thinking is 
markedly preponderant, deserve in a closer sense the 
title of Philosopher, and also enjoy the outspoken prefer- 
ence of our schodmen, whereas those in whom Seeing is 
predominant are often not looked upon as philosophers, 
though they are certainly what the Germans call Weltan- 
schauer, " observers of the world," and not seldom in a 
more prominent degree than the others. 

Here I must put in a caution against misunderstandings. 
The distinction between Thinkers and Seers, however 
real it may be, only points to a greater or lesser, or to 
put it better, a preponderant direction of the mind. Just 
in the same way as understanding and the senses grow 
together so inseparably that neither can exist without 
the other (see p. 276), so all Thinking is rooted in Seeing 
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— (as you perceived just now in the most abstract 
thoughts) — and no Seehig can exist without being bound 
up with Thinking. A man may be as specific a Thinker 
as he pleases, or as a Seer of the world busy himself esm 
so passionately with all possiUe pure Seeing, still that 
Thinker must at every st^ See something, and the Seer 
can never succeed in purifying what he sees firom ibt 
element of Thought, otherwise the one would have moe 
empty thoughts, and the other would have blind per- 
ceptions (p. 226). Even the author of the Bnhad^anyti^ 
Upanishad can only speak in diagrams, and Goethe is 
compelled to repeat his perception of primeval forms as 
thought. In every personaUty then we have the two, a 
Thinking and a Seeing, and as we are only taking into 
consideration the master-intellects, we may expect to 
find both suivemely developed; our distinction only 
should serve to express the predominance of the one 
dement over the other. This predominance, however, 
is a fundam^ital fact, perhaps the wei|^tiest of all in 
gauging the intellectual perscmaUty. 

Still, in s{Hte of all that, the knowledge of this fact 
alone does not lead us to the more exact appredatioD of 
the single individuaUty, since the m^ital h(»izon defined 
by the preponderance of Seeing or Thinking is very wide, 
and embraces very variously constituted intelligences. 
Thus, for example, Aristotle and the Indians come 
together as specific Thinkers, and are }ret fundamentally 
different ; while, on the other side, the extreme Thinker 
Bruno, and the Seer Democritus, the master of Form, 
are in harmony in certain important doctrines. We 
must therefore carry our analysis further, by which 
means we shall discover not only that each cme of the 
main branches. Thinking and Seeing, is again spHt m 
two, but also that the special form of intellect is quite 
remarkably determined by the relaticms between Thinkiog 
and Seeing. It is just in the specific Thinker that it is 
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important to know how his Seeing is constituted, and in 
the specific Seer in what lines his Thinking runs. With 
the help of our simple scheme you will soon gain a clear 
insight into these relations. 

As the result of a very simple observation we find, as I 
have said, a new forking of each of our two main branches, 
Thinking and Seeing, into two side branches. If I might 
express myself figuratively I should say that Thinking 
may be directed inwards or outwards ; Seeing can in 
the same way be adjusted in one or other of these two 
directions, inwards or outwards. Thinking can look 
towards itself and, timing its back on nature, see only 
the Ego, or — since seeing is in this case impossible, — 
ponder upon it ; or else Thinking can be turned upon 
perception and, in spite of all abstraction, raise itself 
aloft in Nature. In the Indian doctrine of the Vedanta, 
in which at last everything— even Brahman — ^the all- 
embracing Divine — ^resolves itself into the Ego (Atman), 
the first of these. Thinking directed inwards, is character- 
istic; while Aristotle, who formed his conceptions of 
substance on exact observations of the movements of 
the stars, affords us a pre-eminent example of the second 
case, Thinking directed outwards. In Seeing the same 
distinction takes place, and that in a most striking way. 
For example, the Seeing of Democritus is entirely directed 
inwards, that means towards Thinking : it is true that 
this sage is a characteristic Seer, who takes nature, not 
thought, as his starting-point, indeed he violates Thinking 
where it is necessary : in spite of that, his atoms, his 
empty space, his mechanical explanation of the soul, are 
all " perceptions of thought " ; that is what constitutes 
their value, and at the same time their worthlessness ; 
that is why they are so practical for methodological 
appreciation, and so inadmissible as soon as we grasp 
them with pure perception. Descartes' eye, on the con- 
trary, looks in the other direction, outwards and away 
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from Thinking. It is very easy to laugh over Descartes' 
crotchets, his Vortices, and so forth, to reproach faim 
with inadequate thought and the violence of his com- 
binations in his symbdical diagrams; he was a nxut 
who needs must see everything in actual fact; he 
knew no rest till he had taken in a oxnbined Whok 
with his eyes ; it was impossible for him to think unkss 
he saw. 

We can therefore distinguish a method of Thinking 
inwards and a method of Thinking outwards ; a method 
of Seeing inwards and a method of Seeing outwards. 

\^th a view to the practical proof of this distinctkn, 
I will at once call your attention to the fact that the 
distinctive intellectual attitudes, where they ai^>ear 
with any measure of consistency, must lead to fixed 
philosophical methods — they must do so, there is no way 
out of it, — ^and these philosophical opinicxis can in tuni 
in doubtful cases render us good service for the detection 
of the inner tendency of a particular thinker, and give us 
the possibility of an tmerring diagnosis. Thinking wbkii 
is directed inwards will always lead to a more or less 
clearly formulated monism: the Ego, though perhaps 
not a uniformity (which is contested by certain psycho- 
logists), is nevertheless an organic unity, indeed the <MiIy 
one which we know by experience; the man whose 
Thinking is directed upon the Ego may not always reach 
the AiffMH, but he will always reach some variety of the 
Alone : the thinking which is directed outwards is in the 
same way of necessity pluralistic, inasmuch as nature 
is manifold. You need only think of the fifty-six sub- 
stances of Aristotle; every man who thinks inwards, 
a ^ankara, a Parmenides, a Plotinus, a Bruno, a H^d, 
looks upon an idea of that sort, with the whole argument 
that leads to it, as an abomination : if such a thinker 
needs numbers, he brings them forward in a Pythagorean 
manner as magic-woridng symbols for thoughts which 
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ixnpose laws upon nature, but accept none from her. Of 

Seeing we may say, that Seeing which is directed inwards, 

that is towards thinking, leads with precisely the same 

necessity to Atomism, and that Seeing which is directed 

oi:Lt'wards, or away from thinking, leads to the idea of an 

Organism, that is to say, of a universe complete without 

a. lacuna, not falling into separate parts. It is true that 

N'ature, as I have already remarked, shows a manifold 

oharacter, and yet at the same time a flawless unity : the 



Inwandls Outwards 



The Conimon Root 
(Primeval Myth) 

idea of the atoms does away with both. The calculating 
man, a Newton, and the Greek who cannot cease reasoning 
(a Democritus), will always reassert the theory of atoms 
and empty space ; in that way he learns and teaches 
mastery over nature ; but the man with eyes fixed open 
upon living nature, the man who in the process of per- 
ception resolutely, and with distrust, turns his back upon 
Thinking (a Descartes, a Goethe), will never be reconciled 
to " forces working at a distance," and " the breaking up 
into atoms '' ; he must have a Whole, of which the 
manifold character is not a mechanical but an organic 
unity. 
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Let me impress this upon 3rou by a tabtilar stat^ne&t : 



Thinking 



Seeing 



Inwards — ^Monism 

(Domination of the soul) 
Outwards — ^Pluralism 

(Dualism of body and soul) 
Inwards — ^At(»nism 

(Mechanism) 
Outwards — Organicism 

(Dynamism) *• 



and with this I add for the further explanation of oar 
table, that monism always leads, sooner or later, to the 
acceptation of the domination of the soul in nature, 
whereas pluralism achieves its first and most important 
separation in the severance of body and soul ; that tbe 
idea of Atoms of necessity involves the purely mechanical 
significance of phenomena — (that is to say, by {Hessore 
and impact), — whereas the organistic view leads you to 
that significance which Kant called the " dynamic,'* and 
which ultimately allows all that happens to be conditioned 
through the figure, that is form, comprehensively imagined, 
and therefore through the shape of the universe as a 
whole. *^ Looked at from the point of view of Seeing, 
it is just the ]^[0 (upon which Thinking inwards is 
directed), which represents that which is entirely without 
form, whereas nattu:e represents unconditicmal fonn: 
hence atomism, which arises out of Seeing inwards, 
disintegrates all form, whereas Organism (bom of seeing 
outwards) proceeds from the fact of form. 

In order that you may at once picture to yoursdves 
something intelligible in this last distinction which may 
perhaps offer some difficulties to those who have had no 
training in natural science, I will refer you to tbe following 
example, which, annidicated as it is, you may yet be able 
to grasp, and which is at any rate stimulating : Darwin, 
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tlie Democritus of organic science, a man whose Seeing, 
like Newton's, is always directed inwards, and therefore 
has no pure view of Nature, while at the same time he 
utilises her practically and logically, — ^Darwin is an 
atoxnist in the domain of Organism. In his view every 
being, every individual, stands as it were alone. All 
organisms vary into infinity in all directions, and it is 
only the accident of surroundings, which contain all 
manner of hindrances and stimulants, which causes a 
t«nporary misleading permanency of forms. For instance, 
if our butterflies have a very long proboscis, that arises 
out of the fact that those with a shorter proboscis can 
draw no honey from those flowers with high funnel-shaped 
blossoms (Lilium, Paradisia, Crocus, Dianthus) which 
they delight in visiting, and must consequently die or 
else, adapting themselves to other flowers, develop them- 
selves into another species. In that way Darwin attributes 
to the flower the evolution of the long proboscis. And 
his pupil, Hermann Miiller, says the same in another 
form, when he writes in Ins treatise on Alpine plants 
{Alpenbhmen, 1881, p. 509) : " The butterflies have the 
advantage of having been able with their long, thin 
proboscis to raise a breed of plants." It little matters 
whether the butterfly breeds the flower, or the flower the 
butterfly, if you only learn to see how in this conception 
atomistically every single living individual stands in 
relation to every other. •• That is why Darwin constantly 
uses the expression " a species is being manufactured,"'^ 
and gives it as his opinion that it is unlikely that such a 
manufacture, or any one of its parts, should suddenly have 
come into perfect existence.'* On the other hand, an 
organic conception of the forms of life must represent 
form as its primary condition. It would look upon 
perfection and imperfection as a human fiction ; it 
would never admit that nature could by practice produce 
to-morrow what it is incapable of producing to-day; 
L— a A 
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rather should the whole life upon earth be regarded as 
an organised Whole, in which every part stands in relatioQ 
to every other part, and in which neither the flower breeds 
the butterfly, nor the butterfly the flower, but both arise 
at one and the same time out of the form and the motioD 
of the Whde. Just as when one organ of a living being 
undergoes changes, remote organs are brought into 
sympathy by so-called " correlation,"'* — so accordii^ 
to such an organic conception a correlation would take 
place between all different living bdngs, that is to say, 
a correlation within the universal manifestation of fife. 
This is a perception which unfortunately we do not 
possess for the kingdom of fife in general ; but it will not 
be for long that it wfll be wanting, and it will bear g[(HioQS 
fruit. In the meantime Descartes, as you have seen in 
the previous lecture, has made a beginning in his Symbd 
of the Mther, and his Schematism of the laws of motioD 
with the organisati<m of space, Kant and Laplace with 
the organisati(m of the woiid of stars, — and latdy Hertz, 
with his introduction of so-called " unseen masses," and 
" unseen motions '^ into mathematical physics, has 
prepared the way for an organisation of forces, whilst 
Lothar Meyer and Menddejef by their investigaticms into 
the so-called " periodic systCTii of the elements " have 
attacked the problem of the organisation of matter. 

So much for a preliminary understanding of these 
conceptions of " Atomism " and " Organidsm '* as 
terms for distinct directions of perception. 

But there is still a point upon which I must offer a few 
words of explanation, before we take into consideration 
the important subject of the relations betweai fixed 
Seeing and fixed Thinking. It will no doubt have struck 
you, and it will perhaps to a certain extent have puzded 
yovL, that Thinking directed inwards enters into a certain 
relation with Seeing directed outwards, and in the same 
way Thinking directed (wtwards with Seeing directed 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BRUNO 355 

inwards. For the two last, Thinking outwards and Seeing 
ini^ards, lead to a plurality (plurality and atomism), and 
tlie two first. Thinking inwards and Seeing outwards, end 
by leading to a strictly unified idea (monism on one side, 
organism on the other). I think we can explain that well 
to ourselves if we abide by our diagram of inwards and 
outwards, and say to ourselves. Thinking directed inwards 
is a purer Thinking, that is a Thinking less dependent 
upon Seeing ; Seeing directed outwards is a purer form 
of Seeing less permeated with elements of Thinking ; the 
opposite- holds good with Thinking directed outwards 
and Seeing directed inwards ; hence the relation between 
the apparent contradictions. The man whose Thinking 
is directed purely upon the introspection of his own self, 
his Aiman, strictly speaking, sees no unity, but only the 
organic unity, kot iiox^, that by which indeed all is 
brought into union, the Ego, the whole activity of which 
consists in the constant reconstruction of unity, for which 
reason we are justified in calling it the " organising 
\inity " : on the other hand, it is only in the first instance 
that the man whose vision rests purely upon nature per- 
ceives plurality ; but if this gaze of his remains constant, 
then the seer will behold, not indeed an inner, but an outer 
unity, the organised unity of which we spoke just now. 
The organising unity is that which Kant called the 
" unity of apperception," the unrealisable inner Some- 
thing through which all perceptions and all Thoughts 
are drawn together into a single central point, and only 
the idle word-splitter will forbid us to call this central 
point — ^which is metaphysical and yet the author of all 
reality, — ^by the name of Ego. Organised Unity is that 
"Nature" which could not exist for us at ail unless 
everything stood in relation to everything else, thus 
creating one complete and consistent form. It needs an 
intensive esoteric manner of thought to realise the 
organising unity as the Indians did : it would demand a 
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passionate devotion to nature, striving as Goethe strove, 
in order to perceive the organised unity everywhere. 
That is the goal to which those two roads lead, the 
Thinking directed inwards and the Seeing directed oat- 
wards, and therefore they possess one common caiterion, 
unification. That method of Thinking, on the contraiy. 
^idiich, as in Aristotle, is turned towards percqytkxi 
without possessing the pure force of true Seeing, neces- 
sarily remains enmeshed in manifoldness and plurality, 
and that method of Seeing which as in Democritus turns 
towards Thinking, must necessarily be inclined in accord- 
ance with thought to individualise the plurality wfaicfa 
it holds, that is to say, to create atoms, " indivisilMlities,'' 
In-dividuals, which all stand side by side immataUy, 
and only mechanically come into relaticm with one 
another. 

Now we come to the most important use which we can 
make of our Scheme, that is to say, to the investigation 
of the different connections which are possible between 
Thinking and Seeing in a human brain. 

It may happen that the man who Thinks outwards 
may also See outwards, as for example is the case with 
Aristotle, or yet it cai;! happen that the man who Thinks 
outwards may See inwards, like Newton and the majority 
of our investigators of natiure ; and in the same way 
Thinking directed inwards can be united to Seeing inwards 
or Seeing outwards. This gives rise to a rich manifold- 
ness ; for as, on the one side, all specific Thinkers con- 
stitute a group of men in relation to one another, contrasted 
with the specific Seers of the universe ; so the Seers who, 
like Goethe, are possessed of a method of Thinking which 
is directed inwards, are more nearly related in many ways 
to those specific Thinkers whose Thinking, like that of 
Bruno, is equally directed inwards, than these are to 
those whose Thinking is directed outwards. So, for 
example, a Bruno, in so far as he is an extreme Thinker, 
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is certainly more closely related to the Thinker Aristotle 

tlian to the passionate Seer Goethe ; on the other side» 

it can be shown that Bruno in certain relations stands 

nearer to a Goethe than to an Aristotle, — indeed that he 

is actually a blood-rdation ; and that arises out of the 

fact that Goethe's Thinking is directed inwards exactly 

like that of Bruno, — ^that of Aristotle, on the contrary, 

is directed outwards. The systematic discussion of a 

series of examples will make that quite clear to you 

Sut before going over to that let me add one more word 

Inwoids Outwards 



The Cornmori Root 
(Primeval Myth) 

about our diagram — ^for here too perception renders 
yeoman's service to Thinking. 

Here in the middle we have " the common Root ** as 
Kant calls it : we have allowed Thinking to branch to 
the right. Seeing to the left. I think that in order to 
delineate our diagram correctly we must draw that 
method of Thinking which tries to escape from Seeing 
and bends back upon itself, as pointing downwards, in 
the effort to reach the common root. We must act in 
the same way with the Seeing which is directed outwards. 
We thus give expression to the fact that these two 
extreme directions are, as we have already briefly stated, 
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in certain relations striving against one another. On tk 
other hand, the Thinking winch is directed oulwai d s 
and the Seeing which is directed inwards must be so 
drawn that they visiUy leave the common root, and tka 
incline towards (me another. Here we make directly 
perceptiUe that which it would otherwise be difficuk to 
make comprehensible : that is to say, how far the inKr 
Thinking and the outer Seeing, although far reinoved hoD 
oae another, still stand symmetrically in relation the cbs 
to the other, and in a certam sense travel in the same 
direction, — as in the same way do the inner Seeing aod 
the outer Thinking. But there is more yet which may be 
gathered from such a graj^c Scheme provided that it be 
correctly drawn. For example, our Scheme shows yoa 
at once that out of the connection of Thinking directed 
inwards and Seeing directed outwards extraordinarily 
wide and harmonious personalities must presmnaUy 
proceed, for this is patently the most comprehensive d 
all possible outlines : out of the connection of Thinking 
directed outwards and Seeing directed inwards, there 
will result in the same way relations harmonious and 
strong, but probably specially limited intelligences : as 
against which the two cross coimections, in which both 
parts are directed outwards, or both parts are directed 
inwards, promise us very rich but in a high degree 
contradictory natures, since tendencies which are fighting 
against one another are imited in the same brain. 

You will see the practical use of this manner of obser- 
vation if I now name a few examples ; and here I will in 
the first place furnish you with a cut-and-dried list 
in order that you may retain the different names, wbikt 
I add a few explanatory remarks. In the first jdace I 
write down the different possible combinations, and then 
on the left set as examples the names of philosopters in 
whom Seeing is preponderant, on the right those who are 
in the main thinkers. 
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Goethe il^S^''^ ! Schopenhauer. 
{ Seeing outMrards J ^ 

T^ ». (Thinking inwards )t» 

Democntus { e • • j J Bruno. 
( Seeing mwards ) 

DfK;r;irtiHi J Thin^^ng outwards ) . ._.^.|. 
\ Seeing outwards ) 

Newton P^f^°"*r^^l? 
( Seeing mwards ) 

You see above we have, where I have named Goethe 
and Schopenhauer, the broadest intellect which we can 
imagine : Thinking directed inwards, Seeing directed 
outwards. •* Below, on the contrary, stands the narrowest 
thinkaUe intellectual aptitude : Thinking turned away 
from Thinking to Seeing, and Seeing turned away from 
Seeing to Thinking ; that is to say. Thinking which is 
not pure Thinking and Seeing which is not pure Seeing : 
whether any master-thinker ever possessed a talent of 
this kind, I should be inclined to doubt, at any rate 
I can name none ; and yet this is the ground upon 
which Newtcm and almost all natural science stand ; I 
look upon this position as the strongest that the average 
man can occupy. Between these I have inserted the two 
intellectual aptitudes out of which the greatest part of 
what is in the scholastic sense commonly called " philos- 
ophy " has issued. Thinking and Seeing, both inwards, 
or Thinking and Seeing both outwards : we shall see as 
we go on, wherein the power of these aptitudes for the 
work of thought lies. We will now look more closely 
at each one of these great intellects from the point of 
view of our Scheme. 

From our first lecture we learnt the preponderant 
power of Goethe's eye ; seldom has the world had any 
experience of so pure an eye, that is to say, of one so 
entirely directed outwards. Therefore it is the relation 
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of things to one another and tlnr combinatum into aa 
organised Whole that he sees everjnvfaere. " An iima 
and primeval community of aU organisatioii is the 
fomidation " : that is his creed : it is as 3rou see the 
doctrine of organicism,^ as I have called it, in its per- 
fected form, " the commimity of aD organisation." Pure 
Seeing can judge in no other way, and it is laughable to 
assert that the man who aD through his life so passion- 
ately fought against the atomist Ne¥rton, would, if he 
were alive now, sing paeans in honour of the atomist 
Darwin. His very doctrine of colour, as I flowed in 
the seomd lecture, is a fnece of constructive wc^c, and 
that means nothing else than an attempt to follow €be 
organisation of Nature, instead of breaking up nature 
into a mechanism of infinitesimal particles, after the 
manner of our scientific optics. Such then is Goetbe's 
method of Sedng. Goethe's method of Thinking, on the 
contrary, is orioited inwards. Hence the mystic inclina- 
tions of his 3routh and the misunderstanding which led 
to the fuss over Spinoza : hence the tendency to grow 
quite Uind in the after-feehng of religious ecstasy. *' My 
soul has cmly antennae and no eyes : it gropes its way 
and does not see."'^ Hence the assertion : " I was bora 
in the school of identity," that is to say, in the school 
which must deny every separated individuality, in oi^xisi- 
tion to the poet's own wc»rds : 

Es gilt, man stelle sich wie man will, 
Dodi endlich die Person — 

"one may place oneself as one will, in the end it is 
personality that counts." 

Hence the inspiration of the soul which comes to the 
front from every nook and corner, " Nature is to the very 
core divinely alive " fetters, 14, 8, 12), an intellectua 

* Of:gmmicismMS» A word coioed bj tbe auUior ta order to esprea tbe 

notion that a special theory is implied. Orga$usm would represent something 
concrete, and would not give the author's meaning. 
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character which sometimes transiently seduces him into 
errors of natural philosophy: hence the abstract scholastic 
doctrine "Life is the rotatory motion of the monads 
round itself/'** 

This comprehensive talent, — ^Thinking inwards Seeing 
outwards, is I believe, fairly rare. Exclusive of Plato 
and Kant, whom I leave out at present for reasons to be 
given hereafter, Schopenhauer is probably the best 
known example among the famous thinkers; as an 
expressed antiatomist and equally exi»^essed monist, he 
belongs imquestionably to this class. Had Schopenhauer 
been merely a promulgator of the mystic unity, re- 
christened Will, he would not have been able in direct 
contradiction to the Indians whom he so often invokes, 
to produce the most brilliant writings which ever flowed 
from the pen of a philosopher, — ^instead of formless 
stammering attempts at expressing that which it is 
impossible to express. That was the result of the Seeing 
outwards which shows him as closely related to Goethe. 
For perception alone furnishes our phantasy with material ; 
but the nature of the thing involves the fact that the 
pure, and especially the intensive inward, thinker, generally 
Sees UtUe and is hardly more than a dialectician ; you 
see that in the Indians, whose philosophical writings, the 
further they are removed from the Rig-Veda, become 
more and more poor in the power of making themselves 
clear : you see it in Aristotle, who at every moment loses 
himself in mental tangles in which no man is able to 
achieve a thought, because hardly a trace of perspicuity 
remains ; it is those who perceive that lend material to 
philosophy, and here too you have at once an example 
to your hand ; for if Descartes bears the title of " Father 
of Modem Philosophy," he has earned the name less by 
the metaphysical mental work, which he has given us, 
than by the enonnous material for perception which he 
has created for us. Schopenhauer is to a certain extent 
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a Brahman gifted with £3^6$ : aU his life he shcnved a 
passionate interest and deep onderstanding for tk 
organic sciences (the inorganic sciences were remote iram 
him on account of their more abstract nature), so that he 
has the power not cmly hke the Indians to look i^x» 
organism as the objectification of Will, but» as the IndiaiB 
never could, to follow this organism in many partknhis 
of its manifestation. That is why the most abstnse 
philosophy whidi ever was invented by mankind gaks 
fresh life at his hands, and beccmies so fascinating 
interesting that even our most frivolous worldlings read 
these volumes. And just because he with his Seeisg 
directed outwards is a specific thinker of the first inqwft- 
ance, he avoids falling into Goethe's mistake of sediog 
salvation in the abstract monads, which he declares are 
" a monstrous idaitification of two ncmentities." 

A special distinguishing mark of this rare form d 
intellect, bom of the amalgamation of Thinking inwards 
and Sedng outwards, is the direct juxtaposition of ap- 
parent contradictions as well in thinking as in characta-: 
that is as true of Goethe as it is of Schopenhancr : in 
Goethe, for example, the ecstasy of the poet cheek by 
jowl with comparative osteology, in Schopenhauer jAj^sio- 
logical acumen in the phenomena of life, with the belief in 
magic and spiritualism. 

The relationship which our tabular statemoit reveals 
between Democritus and Bruno has now and again 
struck the more discriminating observers, still I do not 
think that it has as yet been traced back to its origin. 
Windelband, for instance, believes that he can discover 
in Bruno from his youth up the germs of two of^XDsite 
" tendencies,'' and considers that the one comes to the 
front most in one half of his life, the other in the second 
half ;'^ an essentiaDy correct observation which distin- 
guishes itseli advantageously from the attanpts forcibly 
to banish out of the world the many contradictions in 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BRUNO 363 

Bruno^ and also from the usual phrase of a '' develop- 

mient/' by means of which the original monist by degrees 

quietly became an Atomist. Windelband saw more 

keenly here than most of his colleagues. Still it remains 

a riddle for the reader how it can have been possible that 

apparent contradictions should have gemunated in the 

brain of a great thinker at the same time. In truth 

there is no contradiction between Monism and Atomism, 

at any rate no organic contradiction, but at the most, so 

far as I for my part can admit, a logical contradiction. 

Monism, in which the soul is all in all, is a thought. 

Atomism (mechanism) is a perception even though it 

should only be an abstract perception. And these two 

men of genius, Democritus and Bruno, are sufficient 

proof that a Seeing inwards may well exist together with 

a Thinldag inwards, and as a consequence Monism with 

Atomism : it is certainly no inharmonious condition 

even if, as our diagram shows, we may expect tolerably ^ 

steep dfficulties to cross over. ^ \^' * ''^J 

Now let us look at Bruno. ""^ "^ 

It is impossible to imagine the soul having greater 

power than it has in him. Sono tutte le cose animate . . . 

sia pur cosa quanto piccola et minitna si vogla, ha in se 

parte di sustanxa spirituale . . . perche spirto si trava in 

tutte le cose et non i minimo corpusculo che non contegna 

cotal portione in se che non inamini {De la Causa, p. 236) ; 

that the stars revolve in their courses is not the result of 

physical causes, but happens because these piu divini 

animaU dell' universo choose to revolve {vuU aninue vis 

moveri) ; their movement is the symptom of their life. 

Hie etenim effectus tike est, vita hoc quoque stgnum.^^ 

And his monism is just as imqualified ; for these souls 

are not many souls but one soul : anima ubique est una ; 

Vanima del mondo . , . e tutto in iutto ; onde al fine 

{daio che sieno innumerabili individui) ogni cosa i uno et 

U conoscere questa unitd i il scopo e termine di tutte le 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



364 BRUNO 

pkilosophie e coniempkuiom naturaii. And yet as soge 
as Bruno, from his youth up--(be it remembered that k 
disappeared at the age of 42) — begins to See ratlier thas 
Think, he becomes an AtcHnist, and that because he 
cannot do otherwise, because his Seeing is never pur^ 
directed npoa the phenomena of nature, but is always a 
mental Seeing, and mental Seeing leads to Atcnnism as 
inevitably as Thinking without perception leads to 
MonisnL And so with the dogmatic keenness \ivhkh is 
peculiar to him he declares that the man who ignoRs 
Atoms can make no magnitude intelligible : where there 
is no indivisiUe imity there can be nothing ; all in vestiga- 
tion of nature must proceed from the Atom,** consists 
of observations of the Atom, and ends in the science of 
the Atom.^ So you see Bruno is at the same time a 
dogmatic Monist and a dogmatic Atomist. 

The position of Democritus follows on corresponding 
lines. I need not waste words over the Atomism of 
Democritus — ^he is known universally as the inventor or. 
at any rate, as the perfecter of the doctrine of atoms— 
nor do I need to argue how much more realistically, more 
concretely, and more visibly the atoms appear to him 
than they do to Bruno; his intdlectual aptitude b 
responsiUe for that, inasmuch as it starts with Seeing, 
whereas Bruno was and remained a schdastic Dialectidan. 
Our histories do justice to the specific Seeing of Democritus: 
the same cannot be said of his Thinking : there is, on the 
contrary, as it seems to me, much misunderstanding upon 
the subject of his doctrine of the soul, and that because 
under the domination of Aristotdian-religious dualism, 
we have unlearnt the art of doing justice to Ideal com- 
plexes which are altogether differently constituted. When 
we men of to-day hear the word soul, we think of some- 
thing utterly separated from all corp(M:eal manifestations, 
— the V^f of Aristotle, and the Pensie of Descartes 
opposed to all expansion. How could any true momsm 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BRUNO 365 

e purely expressed within such a mental Scheme as this ? 
Vhen Democritus says that even the soul consists of 
Uoms, he must be taught by Professor Zeller that such 
. soul as that is really no soul, but only " the material 
>f ^hich souls are made " : to which is appended the 
urther deep remark, " spirituaUty is considered by him 
lot as the power over the whole material, but only a 
Dart of the material." Such a reproach would certainly 
>tart Democritus in an outburst of his proverbial laughter, 
aoid he would answer : " Most honoured Geheinurat, all 
respect to your immense learning ! But inasmuch as I, 
like my predecessors the Brahmans, my contemporaries 
the Eleatics, my followers Plotinus, Bruno, Hegel, and 
many others, found it more correct and to myself person- 
ally more tolerable, to explain the world as consisting of 
one principle, and not of two or more, — ^what could I or 
any other monist do but regard matter as spirit or else 
spirit as matter ? And as Seeing was my starting-point 
I preferred the latter alternative/' This one reproach of 
ZeUer's suffices to give us an insight which is as bright 
as day before our eyes, and yet one which in the dust- 
storm of learned discussions no one sees, namely, that 
Democritus was fundamentally a monist, not of course 
with the dogmatic keenness of a Bruno, and yet quite as 
clearly so, since he rejected all dualism. Aristotle saw 
that right well when he said of him, " the man who 
assumes a single substance also assumes a single soul — 
not several souls."*^ The words Soul and Matter lose their 
absolute significance as soon as only the One is assumed ; a 
minimum of philosophic knowledge should suffice for 
this insight. It is the same with the ideas of Democritus 
as to the Godhead. Schwegler tells us in his unfortunately 
still much-read manual that " unity, the spiritual bond 
of the universe, was lost '' in Democrittis, and as a punish- 
ment he puts him back a hundred years, behind Xeno- 
phanes t In Zeller as with the rest we are everywhere 
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told that the wicked man was an Atheist. The truth is 
that he taught the importance of the soul as all in all. 
and a divine nature, like Bruno and like Goethe. He 
held that all the forms of the earth consisted one half of 
soul (the aniffius of Lucretius) ; he was wont to call the 
human body a tent, a mere night refuge on a journey. 
And if he energetically threw aside the extra-mundane 
Nous of Anaxagoras, he still held that the Divine " dwelt 
in aD things."«< 

To me this comparison between Bruno and Democritus 
seems to explain much. Democritus, the investigator of 
nature, atomises everything, even the soul ; Bruno, the 
abstract philosopher, in spite of his poco curante doctrine, 
finds himself compelled to accept the Atoms, — but he 
endows them with soul, just as he had done the stones, 
and so becomes the regenerator of the neo-Platonist 
monads. These two intellectual achievements, the atom- 
isation of the world, including the world of the soul, by 
Democritus, and the endowment of the atoms with souls 
by Bruno— thus referring them to one single primeval 
monad, God, — arise from a nearly related intellectual 
aptitude ; Seeing inwards in combination with Thinking 
inwards ; only that in the one case the philosopher sees 
more than he thinks, in the other thinks more than he 
sees. This mental tendency is, as I think, hardly rare, 
only it does not seem easily to further results of the very 
highest order ; in the nineteenth century we might name 
Fechner as the representative of Seeing in this fashion, 
and Lotze as the representative of the more abstract 
Thinkers. It is true that Fechner speaks of a cosmic 
organism and so forth, but that is quite in a different 
sense from that of Kant and Goethe ; the unity is with 
him a thought, not a perception ; when it comes to per- 
ception he is a dogmatic atomist, and builds his whole 
representation of the world upon the acceptation of forces 
working at a distance.^' In Lotze as in Bruno we have 
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mechanical atomism pushed to the extreme, bound up 
ivith the doctrine of monads and the universal endow- 
ment of soul,— everything that is real is spiritual. 

Of even greater importance for the history of human 
thought is the other one*sided intellectual aptitude; 
Thinking outwards and Seeing outwards. The equations 
^vhich proceed here between Seeing and Thinking seem 
to be in all cases rich and full of living power. For 
a man who Sees outwards like Descartes, whom we have 
named in our diagram as a pre-eminent representative 
of this tendency, instead of contenting himself with the 
barren insignificance of the formless atoms ; feeds his 
phantasy with ever new superhuman nourishment, and 
the Thinking which is directed outwards, which associates 
itself with Seeing, does not inunediately sublimate every- 
thing back into the formless primeval unity, — as is the 
case with Thinking directed inwards — ^as in Goethe, for 
example, — ^but consolidates it, perhaps artificially, perhaps 
high-handedly, and yet practically. If, however, in such 
a man it is not Seeing but Thinking that is preponderant, 
as in our example Aristotle, then we see that this man 
also has an open eye for the facts of nature ; he may force 
the facts by the assimiptions of his intellect — ^but at least 
he leans upon them for support ; and because his eye 
preferentially sees that which is organic, so in his Thinking 
he will organise and create form. In both cases we may 
expect systems of philosophy that shall be firm, broadly 
designed, often dogmatic, but consistent. 

There is no need for me to exhibit Aristotle as a man 
whose Thinking is directed outwards ; he is the pluralist 
par excellence; he is always dissecting. Still, when I use 
the word dissect, I must at the same time point out that 
he does not dismember : remember that the mere idea 
of atomism signifies a destruction of form : the atoms 
are not a mere thought-analysis of that wMch exists, but 
its practical dissolution ; that is why the abstract monist 
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so easily harmonises with this view which we praise as 
concretely natural-scientific, and teaches with Bruno: 
(]^ voUo, ogm facda i vamtd I come nuUa, every coun- 
tenance, every special form is a vain nothing. Very 
different was Aristotle. For him it is precisely form 
(mo/>^ by means of which a thing enters into the day- 
light of Being (cvrAcxcta) out of the night of ncra- 
existence {trrifnim). The ^ole of his achievements in 
the domain of pure thought (Logic, the categories, and 
so forth) is a taldng to pieces with a view to reconstruction. 
But that his view of Nature is purely directed outwards 
you can gather with certainty from the one s3mtq>tQm 
that he is a declared antiatomist. Here the position of 
Aristotle is the exact reverse of that of Bruno. Bruno 
maintains that the universe has no bounds, that it is 
absolutely infinite,^^ but, on the other hand, looking 
downwards there must be a boundary, for if there were 
no atoms there could only be nothing. Aristotle's teach- 
ing, on the contrary, shows that, looking upwards there 
are real individuals, and that means form, and that again 
means something which is bounded ; and so the world of 
the stars must have boundaries, otherwise it would be 
formless, and that means nullity ;*^ but downwards 
everything is one continuity {awex^), and therefore 
boundlessly divisible.^* These two primary ideas of 
Aristotle, the individual and the continuous, arise, to 
hold by our formula, out of pure Seeing outwards : they 
form the exact contradiction of the universal all-one 
and the atom. 

In the same group on our taUe, but with preponderant 
insistence upon Seeing, we find Descartes. In Descartes 
no one will question the fact that the Seeing is directed 
outwards : he organises space : that is the aim of his 
Prindpia. Like Aristotle, he is a deadly foe of the 
Atoms, of empty space, and of the forces working at a 
distance ; that is to say, he is a representative of the 
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organistic-dynamical standpoint in opposition to the 

atomistic mechanical. ^^ And here you must take care 

not to stumble against a stone of offence, for you have 

already heard that Descartes looks upon aU living beings 

as " machines/' and now we see that he is a sworn enemy 

of the mechanical school. You must accurately understand 

what it is that Descartes means by machine. Just 

because in Descartes not Seeing alone but Thinking also 

is purely turned outwards, he is the blimtest dualist that 

ever lived : Aristotle does not come up to him in this. 

Now this Seeing combined with this Thinking necessarily 

leads him entirely to distinguish the so-called intellect — 

prana, vdc, pneuma, psyche, nous, logos, etc., from concrete 

nature. The Monist, if you watch him closely, will 

always try to smuggle in a second idea, while the strict 

Dualist, Kapila in India, Descartes in Europe, maintains 

a perfectly " pure nature," if I may so express m3rself, 

and can therefore far more consistently treat her as 

monistic than the true monist, who has always something 

of the Janus bifrons about him. So it comes to pass that 

Descartes' natural science is out and out materialistic, as 

all exact science should be ; it is true science as we became 

acquainted with it in the second lecture, and in contra* 

distinction to Goethe's perception of nature. And this 

science can proceed in no other way than according to 

Kant's maxim : " I must always reflect upon all forms 

in material nature in accordance with the principle of the 

mere mechanism of nature, and so far as I can investigate 

it, because unless we base the investigation of nature 

upon it as a fundamental principle, there can be no true 

knowledge of nature." (Ur, §70.) That, however, gives rise 

to some misunderstanding ; for we pay too little attention 

to the fact that the conception ''mechanism" occurs in 

two different senses. The man who accepts atoms and 

empty space believes that through the union of atoms, 

whether necessary or accidental, transient forms come into 
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being which consequently are only a manif estadoti of the 
fundamental movements of infinitesimal particles, sod 
are therefore also of subordinate ioqxirtance, whkh b 
the distinctive mark of all our atomistic science ; but the 
man who, on the contrary, assumes a space witadi b 
filled exjdains all movemoit within it as omditiotied aad 
required by form. The difference correqxmds prrtty 
nearly to that which is established in physics between 
Kinetics and Kinematics. Kinetics investigate the 
movement of causative powers, with respect to the 
masses of bodies, etc., and are of their essence arith- 
metical. Kinematics investigate the reciprocal positioiB 
of different parts, in other words the form of a Whole, 
and the movements which necessarily result from it. 
and are consequ^itly essentially geometrical. From 
this comparison it is perfectly clear how far the one 
comprehension of ** machine " may be abstract, the 
other concrete — ^the one a m^e thou^t, the other a 
perception. Descartes under the word " machine " 
understands something concretdy perceptible. If he 
speaks of machines with reference to living bdngs, he 
means thereby that he needs no intellectual principle, no 
soul, for the explanaticm of what takes place in nature. 
but confines its phenomoia to a completely iscrfated 
domain, whereby he not only fundamentally rejects the 
spiritualist, but above all the scientific monist, ¥^x) 
everywhere brings in the Soul. We must imcondition- 
ally admit that Descartes' machines are even more 
'' mechanical " than those oi a Democritus, a De la 
Mettrie, or a Ludwig Bfichner: at the same time we 
must lay stress on the fact that the idea is a di£te«it one. 
Here philosophies differ in spite of a manifold common 
terminology. In this case the criterion is very sinq:^ 
even though it should require the accurate kno^dedge of 
a thinker to apjdy it with certainty. In ordar to dis- 
tinguish machine from machine, it is only necessary to asJc 
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oneself : does this philosopher consider organism to be a 
machine, or is the machine in his view an organism ? 

That IS as much as need be said about Descartes' 
method of Seeing. His dualism is proof enough that his 
Thinking also was directed outwards. He certainly never 
possessed the stiff one^idedness with which he has been 
accredited ; just as much as Kant he admitted the possi- 
bility of a '* conunon root " :^^ but he saw the immense 
advantage that perception as well as thought would 
derive through being scrupulously separated from one 
another. Omsistent materialistic science is impossible 
without dualism ; without it the Ego fades away and 
with it we lose the last point of support, — ^the si faUar 
sum of St. Augustine, the cogito, ergo sum of Descartes, — 
without which it is utterly impossible for us to speak 
scientifically of a world and of knowledge of the world. 
On the other hand, after Descartes had taught us clearly 
to distinguish between thought and expansion, ' the old 
familiar equation between Thinking and Seeing could never 
again be maintained with its unsophisticated efErontery.^ 
It was thanks to this splendid man that natural science 
threw off the shackles of the Socratic adulteration of 
reason and teleology ; and thought, freed from the servi- 
tude of a monstrous natural symbolidsm, was now 
guided on the road to criticism.*® 

One word more before we close our observations upon 
this interesting intellectual character. The immense 
influence of an Aristotle and a Descartes upon the 
thought and investigations of Europe is openly manifest, 
but none the less have these very men been passionately 
attacked in all times, and indeed often by the best 
intellects. In order to be thoroughly aroused, philosophy 
and the investigation of nature were forced energetically 
to shake themselves free of Aristotle, — all stood up 
against him — ^the monists, the dualists, the mechanists, 
and the dynamists ; how Descartes was treated on all 
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hands I have set out in the previons lecture. It seems 
to me that this is accounted for in the following way. 
There is something violently arbitrary in this dispositicm 
to comprehend nature pu^y as nature, and Thinking 
also as nature. I hardly know whether you will under- 
stand me if I say that by this direction of thought the 
road to Ideas is blocked, that is to say, to those Ideas 
with which our first lecture, calling in Goethe as a 
support, dealt with, and which as Kant puts it beam 
back upon us out of the focus imaginarius. But it b 
just these ideas that are the true parents of Thinking in 
relation to Nature : it is here that the myth is bora, 
the myth which expresses pure Truth, a Truth that 
never could have been inverted, like Goethe's Meta- 
morphosis and Kant's Freedom, — ^whereas*Thinking which 
is directed severely outwards rather analyses than 
observes, and rather organises than gives life. Goethe 
the great Seer, perceived that in full clearness without, 
however, having brought it together into a sj^ematic 
connection. He complains that in Aristotle — ^the archi- 
tectural man as he calls him — the comprehension at once 
reaches empiricism without any intermediary ;^^ I think 
3^u must understand by now how in a thinker with such 
tendencies it could not be otherwise : it is only a bold 
leap that can lead from Thinking outwards to Seeing 
outwards. You have seen what pains Aristotle took to 
act as intermediary between God and the World : he 
met with but scant success. Of Descartes, who in contra- 
distinction to Aristotle started from empiricism, Goethe 
opined that he did not succeed in finding the connection 
with comprehensions. " He seems to be lacking in 
imagination and elevation : he finds no intellectual, 
living s3nnbols, in order to bring near to himself and to 
others phenomena which it is difficult to express. He 
makes use of the crudest mental parables in order to 
explain that which cannot be grasped, even the incom- 
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prehensible."'^* That exactly hits the mark, and from 
the same standpoint as in the case of 'Aristotle, only that 
the one stands on one bank, the other on the other bank. 
And so we all of us as thinkers and investigators come to 
rebel against these two men in both of whom Thinking 
and Seeing are directed outwards. Architects they are, 
but they set to work with their materials crudely and 
arbitrarily; they are wanting in the keenness and 
consistency of the Democritus-Bruno group (Thinking 
and Seeing inwards) as well as in the premonition and 
gentle intuition of the Goethe-Schopenhauer group 
(Thinking inwards. Seeing outwards) and the compact 
logical exclusiveness of the Newton group (Thinking 
outwards. Seeing inwards), at which we are now arriving. 
Still, they do not allow themselves to be finally routed and 
pushed on one side ; for we can dispense neither with the 
organisation of thought, nor with the organisation of 
that which is perceived, and no one is so fitted for such 
organisation as these two very men. 

One combination still remains to be spoken of : that 
of Thinking outwards and Seeing inwards. This is the 
true disposition to natural science ; the method of per- 
ception which results from it is reckoned by investigators 
oi nature as of almost dogmatic value, and so far science 
has fared well under the limitations thus tyrannically 
imposed : every rebel has succumbed. I have already 
shown how here the two-sided limitation is the principle 
of intellectual life ; it is also shown by our scheme- 
diagram. Thinking in this case does not in any way 
reflect upon itself, but addresses itself only to that which 
is perceived : but Seeing only takes count of so much in 
perceived nature as associates itself conveniently with 
Thinking ; all the rest it passes by with closed eyes. As 
Goethe says so pointedly of the investigators of nature : 
" in such people everything quickly turns inwards." 
This process of Seeing and this process of Thinking we 
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atudied in detail in the second lecture in the eMannite d 
ph3rsical optics. It is anthropomogphiam in its U^iest 
potentiality, for here we only think of what can reach 
the brain through the senses— the whde world ol the in- 
visiUe remains unobserved — and perception oidy takes 
j^ace in such a manner as the mechanically c om biiiiag 
logic of the human brain chooses, — the wbde work! of 
that widctk is truly visiUe remains equally unobeerved. 
Here all wisdom rests vtpaa the needle-point ol the 
Anthropos and his special interests. Still, I would caB 
attention to the great power which lies predsely in this. 
In Thinking which is entirely directed upon Seeing; theie 
can be no empty thoughts. In Seeing which is entirely 
directed upcm Thinking " blind perceptions " are oak of 
the question. Here everythii^ is to the purpose, each 
part iGits exactly mto the other, it is the perfection oi 
equihbrium. 

As for what concerns the specific Thiiddng erf the 
investigators of Nature, it is to be observed ihat in moat 
cases they content thraiselves with a miniiHmn . I have 
already called attention to the special fimitatioii m 
Newton's thinking, and have diown how advantageous this 
limitation was for the work whidi he had in hand. Much 
might be said about the difficulties which many of the most 
impwtant investigators ol nature, indeed we might say 
the majority of them, experience in understanding piaky- 
sophical thoughts, even the formulation ci the question 
upcm which all philosophy is based ; it is a melandioly 
chapter, for in consequence of this shortcoming the just 
respect which famous investigators enjoy among us has 
at the same time led to a widespread pUlosoi^iical dull- 
ness, which is in its turn a great danger for the imiversal 
position of culture. That even a Helmholtz should have 
siiown himself to be utterly incapable of really mider- 
standing the urn and methods (rf Kant's critical investi- 
gation of the human intellect, is the fact that I have 
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already discussed, referring you to Gassen's irrefutaUe 
arguments. What are we to say of Lord Kelvin whom 
years ago ZdUner attacked on this point, and of all the 
so-called English natural philosophers in a body? I 
prefer to call attention to a last new example, the chemist 
Wilhelm Ostwald, for we cannot afford to pass over in 
silence the incurable limitation of this order of thought. 
Every friend of science honours the name of Ostwald. 
Out of the chaos of ch^nistry, Ostwald has known how 
to construct a perspicuous erection, and his little book, 
WissenschafUiche Grundlagen det analytischen Chtmie 
("' scientific foundations of anal3^ical Chemistry "), is 
the delight of all those who, like myself, have had to 
build up their knowledge of chemistry in the laboratory 
out of a thousand disconnected fragments, without a 
trace of any intellectual bond of union. This learned 
man, whose methodological talent is so pre-eminent, has 
recently gone over to philosophy. • Of his " lectures on 
natural frfnlosophy '' in which he develops his own philos* 
ophy, I will say nothing ; that would lead us too far : 
but he is now publishing a periodical, AnnaUn def 
NatmrphUosophie, and the first number is adorned by a 
special critical study <A Kant. What is offered here 
surpasses all imagination. Listen only to the following 
sentence : " to Kant's leading question, how are synthetic 
judgments possible a priori ? we answer, judgments a 
priori are indeed impossible, and all knowledge arises 
out of experience.*'^ Pray do not take alarm at the 
expression " synthetic judgments a priori " : we are 
dealing with something which the properly trained man 
can easily grasp, and for which Kant, as was his wont, 
used a scholastic term ; the whole conclusion of our 
lecture on Descartes has shown you that in order to per- 
ceive things, there must be a form of perception, — and 
the same is the case with thou^t — so that as Kant says, 
there must be " conditions of experience " ; it is to this 
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that the somewhat irritating expre^ion " synthetic jndlg- 
ments a prion " refers. Sometimes Kant substitutes fa 
it the more descriptive word erweiterungs urteile, by whidi 
it is imi^ed that we add to the perception sometlmg 
more than the percepti(Hi itself ccmtained, before the so- 
called experience comes into being. For the nKHneot, 
howev^, the remark will suffice that the one and ody 
question out of which the whole KriUk der reimm 
Vemunft arises, is this. How is experience in gencnl 
possible? That all knowledge arises only from experie nc e, 
that is the impregnaUe conviction for which Kant gave 
his whole life ; he maintained this view against a whole 
world of theolc^ical prejudice and Aristotdian scholastic 
dogmas of reason, and at the same time he Innshed away 
the insufficient, halting, metai^3rsically unsatisfactory 
attempts of Descartes, Locke, and Hume ; he is the 
first and only one who taught and proved that aU know- 
ledge springs from experience ; he it is who cmce far aD 
deprived of their deceptive brilliancy the lume ifUerm 
and the divine sole inteUettuale of Bruno'^ and his modem 
partisans, and in the place of all so-called inner illumina- 
tion substituted the dictum " all recognition of things 
out of pure understanding or pure reascm is nothing bat 
mere moonshine, and only in exp^bri^ice is there truth." 
(P. Anh.) But here it is necessary to make a distinctioa. 
For if by experience we understand only pure ^nfnrical 
experience, only the evidence of the senses without any 
intellectual assistance, then obviously we can by these 
means alone arrive at no clear perception of anything. 
Of experience so imderstood Kant says on the very first 
page of the Reine Vernunfi : " But although all our 
recognition may begin with experience, still it does not 
all spring out of experi^ice. For it might wdl be that 
even our recognition of experience might be a cmnpound 
made up of what we receive by impressions, together 
with what our own power -of recognition, merely following 
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on impressions of the senses, automatically gives out, — ^an 
addition which we do not distinguish from that f unda-* 
mental material until long practice has made us careful 
to observe it and clever at defining it." I refer you to our 
first lecture (p. 86 seq.), where I gave you detailed informa- 
tion upon this, and showed you that we might quite justly 
call The Critique of Pure Reason the "preparatory 
school of experience." And now comes our bold chemist, 
and thinks- himself compelled to aver against Kant that 
all knowledge originates in experience ! That is just, 
^what has got to be proved and what can only be irre- 
futably set out by a systematic metaphysical analysis of 
experience, — a dissection of every apparently simple 
experience into its component parts, and an exact 
following up to its origin of every component part, that 
is to say, a complete exposition of the proceeding of our 
human recognition. "The most difficult part of all 
criticism is the analysis of experience and the principles 
of the possibility of the latter," — so writes Kant to his 
pupil Beck. (20. 1. 1792.) It was for this,-— for the sake of 
the proof, only to be gained by an analysis of experience, 
that all knowledge without exception comes from experi- 
ence, that Kant wrote his critiques. And in them he shows 
with mathematical precision that what is called experi- 
ence, could in no way come into being, unless om* intellect 
were organised for the pronouncing of fixed judgments,'* 
through which unity is first achieved between the number- 
less meshes of perceptions (just the judgments a priori) : 
and from that he at once deduced that these very judg- 
ments can only be used for perceptions, and have no in 
any way qualified significance outside of the domain of 
experience. So that he asserts with apodictic certainty : 
" unless we begin with experience, or unless we proceed 
according to laws of the empirical connection of phe- 
nomena, we make a poor show of trying to guess at or 
investigate the existence of anything." (R.V. 274.) That 
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was the blow with wfakh he once for aH felled all obocaiao- 
tisni— ^eUgious obscoraiitisiii and scientific obscurantisa. 
For 80 long as it is not made dear that the immavdsle 
boundaries of our knoydedge and thoi:^;fat are given in 
oar own human nature, the door is thrown wide open to 
fanatict^n and dogmatism. Here, as Kant says, " the 
nikiluUmus must be friacarded on the pillars of Heixmks 
which nature herself has raised in order to carry the 
voyage of our reason only so far as the ever-recec^g 
coasts of experience can reach." But now there arises a 
new species of the exterminated obscurantists; tbey 
have left the doisters for the laboratories, and from 
thence, in the name of sdence forsooth, th^ desire to 
annihilate the most predous conquests of oar wfaok 
culture and to replace critidsm by a modem dogmatism, 
the d(^;matism of an antimetaphysical pseudo-seientifii: 
" experience/' Kant had already exardbed his wit upon 
them ; '* various natural-histOTy professors of modeni 
times think that they can catch the ed of science by the 
tail " (Tr. II. Anf .) ; Ostwald belcmgs to that class. It is 
just forty years since that eminent man wbo was so 
genuindy a strict emphical thinker, to whom we owe so 
much, Friedrich Albert Lange, attacked pfedsdy the same 
narrowness of concepticm in John Stuart Mill : he showed 
that Mill never understood v^at Kant was talking about, 
since " Kant begins where Bfill leaves off,'* and very 
r%htly remarked that Mill was perfectly satisfied where 
for Kant the question, " how is experience possible ? ** 
first arises.^ But it was of no use ; this Thinking that 
is not pure, comlmied with Seeing that is not pure, in a 
.systematically one-sided devdopment, breeds a limitation 
so peculiar, that these people end by becoming practically 
unaUe to grasp a real thought. You can read further in 
Ostwald's treatise. Anybody with a glimmer of Kant's 
aim and achievements, cannot believe his eyes, and 
balances between ringing laughter and angry displeasure. 
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I have several times studied the treatise to see whether 

Ostwald in any passage, I will not say grasped a single 

thought of Kant's, that would be too much to expect, 

but whether he ever approximately suspected its true 

meaning, — ^whether he ever remarked what it was that 

Kant actually was speaking of : — the result was negative. 

And that is the sort of stuff that is written, printed, read, 

and which whoever wishes to be up-to-date must buy. 

A deeply mortifying phenomencHi I It would not matter 

if our chemists, like Ostwald, or our zoologists, like 

Haeckel, were unable to understand the first principles 

of all philosophy : their own domain is wide enough, and 

as Kant a hundred and twenty years ago answered an 

Ostwald of those days, " it really is not necessary that 

every man should study metaphysics " ;^^ still, in a 

country like Germany, where famous specialists possess 

such enormous influence, the unhappy dilettantism of 

these people who leave their retorts and microscopes, in 

order to develop systems of philosophy in the course of a 

night, is apt to grow into a cultural danger. So it is here. 

Kant was a pioneer of freedom ; his lifewoik of criticism 

is such a fruitful destroyer of all superstition and all 

historical dogmatism, that Rome itself tremUes before 

this man. But now our freedom, our innermost freedom, 

the release from the delusions of many thousand years, 

is once more being cruelly threatened; the enemy is 

imder arms along the whole line. We Teutons have not 

only subjected the whole surface of this planet to our 

commerce, but have determined to rise to new ideals, 

worthy of free men, to ideals purged of Judaism and 

Egyptology : but how are we to conquer if to the religious 

fables of antiquity, and the grandiose thought-structures 

of the clerical philosophers, we have nothing better to 

oppose than the poor stammerings of the Ostwalds and 

Haeckek ? 

So much for the Thinking of the investigators of 
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nature. Yoo know that there are many who are not d 
the same mind as these somewhat arrogant spcdcessia, 
indeed that many of our most successful investigatois 
are on Kant's side ; one of our most sturdy practice 
zodogists when he had read Ostwald's above-mentioned 
treatise threw it into his waste-papar ba^et, with the 
indignant cry " philosophical barbarism " ! Still, it is 
striking that the more deeply thinking investigatois d 
nature have rare and small influmce upon the ear of tbe 
majority of their colleagues, and consequently of tbe 
puUic. A Descartes is more stimulant in philoso[Ay 
than in natural histc^, and a Heinrich Hertz remams 
under the suspicion of his colleagues cm account of his 
acceptance of unseen motions. I think that that is 
OHmected with that universal disposition with which 
you are now acquainted, and which is alone prc^tabk 
in what is called "exact investigation." The best 
aptitude for such investigation is abstract Seeing com- 
bined with omcrete Thinking; manifestiy it must be 
the most unfavourable disposition for aU philosophy. 
You know what electricians call short circuit ? Instead 
of omipleting its course and, for example, setting alight 
aU the lamps in a house, the electric curr^it jiunps from 
cme branch of the circuit to another and goes back 
purposelessly to its starting-point : as soon as the 
typical investigator of nature tries to leave the domain 
allotted to him, this short circuit manifests itself in him : 
he can neither force his way to the subject dther on the 
side of Thinking nor on that of Seeing, but circles aimlessly 
round and round inside of the narrowest horizon that 
can be imposed upon the human intellect. Thinkers 
after the manner of an Ostwald and a Haeckd, when they 
leave the ground of their uncontested and unboundedly 
admirable mastery in order to tinker at mets^hj^acs, 
may as, it seems to me, be excellently well defined as 
" short-circuit philosophers." 
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It is hardly necessary to expatiate more closely upon 
tlie method of Seeing in this form of intellectual capacity, 
for the subject was treated in detail in our second lecture. 
From that lecture it is possible for us to give a mathe- 
matically exact definition of this method of Seeing : it is 
the manner of Seeing which, as far as possible, is con- 
cerned only with the pure form of perception, while, on 
the contrary, it takes as little notice as may be of the 
empirical side of perception. Here then we again see the 
utmost limitation as regards that which is only human, 
and a fundamental neglect of that nature which is extra- 
himian. There are certainly still sciences in which 
description plaj^ a dominant part, because it is needful 
in the first instance to gather up the facts; but the 
necessary tendency of all exact science is, as already 
shown, the elimination of the empirical ; it is only in that 
way that it can become " exact." I have already brought 
to light the special force which lies in this combination of 
abstract Seeing with concrete Thinking, and I showed it 
in the example of scientific optics. Here Thinking and 
Seeing directly join hands, and weave themselves into one 
another in such a fashion, that the average investigator 
of nature is quite unable mentaUy to distinguish between 
that which is only thought and that which is really seen. 

Whether there could be any specific thinkers who 
could belong to this group seems to me doubtful; I 
search my memory and cannot name one. It is only in 
the realm of natural science, only with Seeing as a 
starting-point, that this intellectual disposition can 
achieve great intellectual feats, as for example in the case 
of Newton ; the specific thinker, on the contrary, must, 
one would imagine, at once be suffocated. 

We have now come to an end of the analytical examina- 
tion of our Scheme : I must, however, ask leave to add a 
few words by way of general orientation. 
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In the first place let me point out that in this Scheme 
I have only had in my mind the Indo-Europeans. and 
even amooigst them only those thinkers who devale 
themselves to a schocd of philosophy. 

A man like Spinoza, ior instance, belongs to another 
w<»ld. and that for one special reason : in him the spint 
of mythidsm b wanting. Whereas the Indians had 
taught that the very Gods themselves could not fathom 
the secret of existence, and Aristotle, with his vcfy 
positive intdlect, made aU philosophy have its origin ia 
self-amazement, and go o£E into coimtless awoploi, that is 
to say, questi^His incapable of solution, — Spinoza recog- 
nises no mysterium, he is astonished at nothing, sa]nng 
expressly that no questicm rises above the human power 
of comprefaensicm, and everything can be exi^ained ia 
the most convenient manner {cammodissiine explicari\. 
What is wanting here is that fountain-head of nature out 
of which not only aU mythology, but moreover, all 
science and all philosophy spring: namely Phantasy. 
" In the hands of the Semites," says Renan, " the myths 
are all transformed into fiat historical reports/'^^ Heie 
is a case in point : Spinoza is the dreamless man. Let us 
open Descartes' correspondence. We hear much there of 
his glorious dreams "which carry him into woods, 
gardens, and magicians' castles, where he lives all the 
joys that poets ever imagined," he tells us too how " the 
day-dreams at his waking become unconsciously fused 
with the dreams of the night."^ Wh^:eas the man to 
whom the night reveals nothing is incapable of seeing 
that the morning sun adds to the nightly secret of the 
true Ego the thousand insoluble secrets of the n<»i-£ga 
The man who is dreamless can never understand the men 
who are rich in dreams. So much the more questionaUe 
does it become when the former takes aU that is marrow 
and bcme in him from the latter, as is the case with 
Spinoza: for of his two principal works the one is 
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entitled An Exposition of the Principles of the Philosophy 
of Descartes, while the other, the Ethics, certainly do^ 
not bear Bruno's name, but derives all its fundamental 
principles from him, and demonstrably out of an intimate 
familiarity with his chief works. ^ To have brought 
Descartes and Bruno, the two diametrically opposed 
intellects, -imder one roof is certainly an achievement ; 
but it is one in which only a man totally fordgn to both 
of them could succeed, — a man who never grasped their 
living personality, but only certain formal moments in 
the textm'e of their methods of thinking. The mere 
title of the work on Descartes shows how little real under- 
standing of our philosophers Spinoza possessed : he says 
that the " Principles '' are more geometrico demonstrata, 
demonstrated or proved geometrically. But you know 
from our former lecture that Descartes, great mathe- 
matician as he was, nevertheless saw in mathematics 
'' only the husk of the (philosophical) method," Venvehppe 
de cette mithoie, not the method itself, and that he, like 
Plato, only recognised in mathematics the significance of 
a training of the understanding, " of a means of culti- 
vating philosophical thought, and a road leading to 
knowledge."*^ You know also what was his opinion of 
definitions and syllogisms, qui efkbarrassent en pensant 
conduire, and which are only fitted to make what is clear 
dark, and to block the road to true insight. And now 
comes a man, and undertakes to adapt Descartes to our 
taste by beginning every section with a whole series of 
definitions, axioms, and corollaries ; and then strides from 
one proposition to another in a strictly syllogistic path* 
And we blue-eyed, fair-haired, short-sighted, homines 
Europai, stand there gaping, and wonder at the clever, 
presumptuous Jew, and applaud him for his mishandling 
of a grand philosophy.** 

Much might be added here, but it would take us too 
far away from our subject : against one thing I must 
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warn you : do not let yourselves be led away by the 
persistent preference for Spinoza of our professional 
philosophers. They are attracted by what is really his 
chief fault, the logically systematic tendency, the enemy 
of all living perception, arbitrarily destroying all the 
contradictions which truth ofEers. Ckdy see how gloriously 
Descartes lives his life I One day he hunts with Wallen- 
stein over the plains of Bohemia, the next day he writes 
a treatise on acoustics, the day after that a comedy, — 
one day he constructs a telescope to search the depths of 
the heavens, the next day he dissects animals to fathom 
the secret of the circulation of the blood, the day after 
that he makes experiments upon the weight of air and 
refraction of light ; one day he discovers the aether, the 
second day analytical geometry, the third day the Scheme 
of bodies in motion. That is the life of lives, an unbroken 
intercourse between Man and Nature. The " noble " 
Baruch,* on the contrary, from cradle to grave sits in his 
little back room, thinks ova: what he has read in Descartes 
and Bruno, and out of it with incomparable cleverness 
weaves himself a web of syllogisms. The consequence is 
that nine*tenths of Descartes' services remain unnoticed 
by our philosophical schoolmen ; for they do not under- 
stand them, they do not belong to their department ; 
but the further disadvantage is that it leads to their 
seeing the remaining tenth in a wrong perspective, while no 
iota of Spinoza's lifework is lost by them. But we may 
draw this conclusion from it, that here we have before us 
a man of another race, a sort of Ideal-Rabbi,*' whereas 
all our own great thinkers, without exception, were men 
of action : Plato, Aristotle, Democritus, the Brahmans 
(who were forbidden to give themselves up entirely to 
meditation before they were grandfathers), Bruno, Leibniz, 
Bacon, Hume ; all of them work and build with eyes 
and hands, and are the lords, not the slaves, of Reason. 

* Benedict Spinott. Benedict is the tnaiifttion of Bttrach. 
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Only a most superficial delusion could lead us astray 
a,1x>ut Kant in this respect : in his case too, natural science, 
geography, anthropology, politics, the art of war, were 
liis chief daily food ; in his investigations of the mysteries 
of nature he was more like a Galilei than a Spinoza, and 
so brought to light more truth than incontrovertible 
systematics. 

But even within our group of nations we must know 
how to distinguish between men who develop a philos- 
ophy of their own, and those who, as so-called " philos- 
ophers/' only occupy themselves with the technicalities 
and history of thought ; to the latter our scheme is not 
to be applied. For instance, John Stuart Mill confesses 
in so many words that he always knew that as an 
" original thinker," that is as a creative thinker, he was 
scarcely endowed with the most modest gifts,and was 
only fitted for abstract science and for the critical 
analysis of the thoughts of others. He was over thirty 
years old, as he tells us, when for the first time in his 
life he began to understand that art and poetry are 
elements of culture I This thoroughly noble and high- 
minded man was systematically brought up just as if 
the object were to make a blind man of him, and we 
now know precisely why, under such conditions, even 
the most gifted of men could by no possibility become 
an " origiual thinker."** 

After these caveats against that which is phj^cally 
and, therefore at the same time intellectually, foreign to 
us, as well as against much that is really related to us, — 
caveats necessary to an understanding of the whole — ^I 
would fain add yet a few general remarks which may 
recapitulate and sum up our schematic endeavours. 

You will be able clearly to grasp the fundamental 

difference between the t3^ical Thinker and the typical 

Seer if you compare the two fellow'<x)untrymen and 

contemporaries, Socrates and Democritus. Sooates says, 

I.— 2 c 
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wbot takes pfanT in 

nieie JOB hove the priocqik: Noir if yoa wish to see 
the tm catggDi'ica of men at wock» yon haive ooly to 
cottlrasi De muuilu s as Seer, altfaoii^ his Seeso^ is 
dfaected iuwaids, with Anstolle as Thinfcer, aithopgh his 

TKiwlrmg ia <Srprt<iil imtia i iK ' m DODOCIltnS aD notiODS 

are wmple, palpable, indestmcdfale : empty ^nce, the 
at^*ffff, f yufi y pcfceptiop of the SPiwfs a mattnr o€ toodi 
— an diange a c 'nn i taiiati ott or a sqiaiation — aH that 
hap pen s a ueteaaity canses of motion the Q0I7 ones, etc. 
Whate^ner loim of abstxaction plays a part in Dec n o ciit os. 
it is stiD always an abstxaction rooted in percqitjon. In 
Aristotle, on the contrary, the notions are exther so 
endlessly entang^ QSke that of the sofastances painfoUy 
doived from the motions of the stars), that no man en 
earth can gra^ them; or dse they are so ^ removed 
from an pe r cqiti biKty that nothing remains bat ahnost 
bare logic, as, for example, in Us snpieme final aim, 
towards which everything strives, and the existence of 
which conosts of pore Thinking, but not of a Thinking 
of thoo^hts— even in that there would be too much 
cdoor— but of a Thinking of Thinking: in the same 
way in his abstrose notions of possibility, reality, xealisa- 
bility» etc. This is the distinction between the Seer and 
the Thinker. The following too is interesting : the Seer 
Democrttns does not trouble himself as to whether 
Thinking can or cannot work with him : an onpty space, 
an indivisible magnitude, a material spirit, are unthink- 
able : if a man imagines that he is thinking anything in 
an this, he deceives himself ; these are pure perceptions 
arising by analogy out of what man sees in natnie, 
namely out of the air-space, the diminutive particles, and 
the animal worid ; in the specific thinker, on the contraiy, 
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reason is the autocrat (p. 330), and he would prefer to 
adopt a demonstrably false acceptation rather than an 
unthinkable one. In the construction of the inevitable 
equation between Thinking and Seeing, the observer of 
Nature is rather inclined to violate Thinking than Seeing : 
imth the Thinker the reverse holds good ; so long as the 
matter has the ring of logic, for aught he cares it may 
in every other way be a nonentity. Violence is a matter 
of necessity to both : the reason has been shown in the 
former lecture. 

In the case just brought forward we contrasted the 
man whose Thinking is directed outwards with the man 
whose Seeing is directed inwards : the contrast of the 
Thinker inwards with the Seer outwards is even more 
paradoxical. 

The pure Thinkers, the men who, like Bruno, prize the 
dialectical proof of the eternity of the world higher than 
the witness of the telescope, and who would prefer to 
pass sleepless nights in order logically to arrive at a 
fraudulent conception of the existence of atoms, rather 
take advantage of this hypothesis of the atoms — a 
working hypothesis — ^in order to render some service to 
empirical science, — ^these men have for the most part in 
spite of all a specially lively feeling for nature : they are 
enthusiastic about her, they are in love with her, they 
adore her. Of the mystics you know that full well ; but 
even Bruno, who cannot be numbered among the religious 
mystics, says of nature : 

Esi anifnai sanctum^ sacrum €t vemrdbiU^ mundus.^ 

With rapture these men drink in the world-picture in its 
great as well as in its small and smallest revelations. 
Plotinus makes a sophist enquire of nature why she 
works ?j'She answers, " because I am a natm'e that takes 
delight in seeing."** Such men stand as it were upon a 
hi^ mountain over against the visible world, and gaze 
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and look upon it sometimes with extraordinary deaxness 
" The world is a universal figure of the intellect, a sym- 
bolical picture of the same/' says one of them, Novals :** 
does not that remind us of the rising Sun of the Indiaxe 
in the striking glory of which spiritual illuminatioii was 
sure to be found ? That is why intelligences of that 
nature are often very precious for the recognition eves 
of the outer world ; it is true that sometimes the re- 
ciprocal relations of the positions of things and their 
directions are interchanged, because they see everything 
in the camera obscura of their intellects; still in that 
camera everything is rich in colour, sharply outlined, and 
intoxicated with truth like a dream. That accounts, for 
example, for the incredible intuition of the Cosmos with 
which Bruno not only left Copernicus behind him, but 
even overhauled Galilei and Kepler, who were bom after 
him. Note well too that the extreme thinker sometimes 
sees the visible world better, and furnishes a truer picture 
of it than the investigator of nature, who, as every man 
who has passed the natural-science schools can bear 
witness, often sees nothing, nothing but his microscope, 
and his reagents, and formuhe, and calculations and 
cramped theories. But how often the reverse takes 
place, how often, I mean, it happens that the man whose 
Seeing is directed outwards casts a poietrating glance 
into the inmost secrets of Thinking, is a matter which 
will not have escaped your observation. The antimystic 
intellect which starts boldly upon the conquest of Nature, 
sees itself soon compelled to reckon with a mightily dis- 
concerting adjunct, namely with the Ego, which, like 
the queue in Chamisso's Tragische Gesckichte (tragic 
story) always hangs behind him, turn which way he will. 
Nolens volens he must study metaphysics : in no other 
way can he reach the shore, or set quietly to work. And 
so we experience the marvellous fact that it is the oppo- 
nents of pure thought and of all scholastic philosophy 
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j/rho cause our whole modem thought to bear fruit, and 
who act as its guides. Descartes feels a frank antipathy 
CO aU true philosophising : '* only very few hours in the 
7ear do I devote to questions of mere reason/' he says of 
himself (IX, 132) ; he does it hastily and peevishly, just 
to be quit of it ; he consistently mistrusts the learned 
studies and exercises of the professional philosophers: 
les formes et syttogismes ne servent de rien pour dicouvrir 
la viriti des choses (XI, 294) ; the professors are, according 
to him, " in consequence of their philosophical studies less 
able to attain wholesome rational views, than they would 
be had they never busied themselves with such things/' 
A^^, " the less a man has learnt of so-called philosophy 
the fitter he is to understand the true philosophy" — 
" the more pains he has taken in the old philosophy the 
less capable he will be as a rule to grasp truth/'*^ The 
methods in which a Bruno revels, the atmosphere of 
abstraction and dialectics and hair-splitting which to this 
day siuTOunds all scholastic philosophy, are to him 
repulsive : nous ne reconnaissons aucun des itres philo- 
sophiques qui ne tombent pas riellement sous V imagination 
(XI, 299). Away with it all I He will have none of it. 
What cannot be perceived is all a mere jingle of words 1 
A man like Descartes deals with metaphysics solely in 
order to get rid of them, solely in order not to become a 
metaphysician. And yet it is just he who gives a new 
direction to our metaphysics, — ^he who has illuminated 
the problem of thought as deeply as Bnmo, the dialec- 
tician, has illuminated the night of the Cosmos by which 
we are smxounded. 

So much for the pre-eminent Thinkers and Seers in 
contrast to one another. With reference to the manner 
in which the equation between Thinking and Seeing is 
carried out in every single brain, according to the com- 
bination which has the greater influence with it, I should 
like to call attention to what follows. 
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botii psfts MPt dndcd miiwjids vie at 

of aa Amftode s at onoe uMBpiiiMml asad iatal 
■■■fi^ijiH oitfiioes intii l ffjh le to Inn, ^Oamgai 
it oonld be said diat am e IflrsMMfe « 

be a monster; that is viqr Ik is tiie Lonl o< 
he gives ionn to tbe abstiacty be scbamtBes 
that wfaidi is capable of being tnoim, and far that wbkh 
nay not be knom he sets iq> Dogmas. Veiy similar is 
the way in iriuch Descartes goes to waA, only that in 
him it is Seeing that is prqionderant, so that he finds 
himself face to face with ptnhlems of whidi Aristotle 
never soyected the ezisienoe: yet the pnnc^le is the 
same ; he is bound to take eveiything into his dntdies. 
to ghre Ionn to everything, fiom the relations between 
God and man. be tw een eipansjrm and thoo^it, down to 
the shape of the particles of the ather, and the medianism 
of the transmission of light. Sndi men reaify pnxhice 
panoramic pictoresy smoe theff power of mforming 
embraces both worids* On the other hand, it is character- 
istic of Newton and of the invest]gat(»s who rally romd 
him, that althoogfa they i^ide themselves upon setting 
to work on strictly empirical principles, it is Thinking 
alone which has an informing influence, because thought 
alone is in them directed ont¥Faids ; ^^diereas their Seeing 
being directed inwards is blind to form ; for which reason 
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our exact science according to them nught be called the 
yk/rfnaiian in thought of thai which is to the ^e formless. 
It is a question of Thinking of phenomena, not a true 
Seeing of phenomena. It observes much, but only with 
the help of instruments which Thinking, so far as himian 
power goes, has invented, and only by taking for its 
foundation theories which have the property of at once 
transforming into thoughts all that is seen. It begins by 
taking the phenomenon to pieces, and then builds it up 
again into thoughts. That is what in a former lecture 
(p. 180) justified us in describing science as systematic 
anthropomorphism. How ridiculous is the often repeated 
assertion that our ancestors were " simple anthropo- 
morphists '' : the man who looks out upon free nature, 
and f eek himself at one with her,--only think of Homer I — 
is far less of an anthropomorphist than the man who talks 
himself into the belief that colour is the duration of 
oscillations. Yet this criticism, however justifiable, must 
not be allowed to shut us out from the recognition of the 
fact that no intellectual disposition is so powerful as this 
forcible packing of man into the central domain, as far 
removed from pure nature as from the pure Ego, where 
every thought is concrete and every perception is abstract. 
The most exact contrast to this is afforded by Goethe, in 
whom the informing principle, inasmuch as his Thinking is 
directed inwards, is rooted in the Seeing which is directed 
outwards : hence the special impulse and power of pro- 
jecting outwards into the world of the eye ideas to which 
a dear shape has been given. Since ideas apparently 
arise in our reason out of a reflection of nature, thanks 
to the energies of reason from which there is no escape, 
ever striving to introduce " unity into the special recog- 
nitions," as Kant says, that is to say, unity into the 
manifold, — it is evident that it is precisely a Thinking 
inwards which always strives for unity, combined with 
Seeing outwards which clearly perceives the manifold, — 
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^iuch must lead to worldng with ideas. If we weiie to 
take up again the conflict between Idea and Experience, 
between Goethe and Schiller, we should arrive at much 
more exact results. In Schopenhauer the matter presents 
itsdf somewhat difieiently from what it does in Goethe, 
because the former starts from the standpoint of abstract 
thought ; whereas in Goethe thought reflects nature as 
perceived, in Schopenhauer it is nature that reflects 
thought. But this relationship works wonders for the 
communication of thoughts, bom in the very darkest 
depths of a reason half unconscious because unimaged, 
and entirely barren of form : and if Schopenhauer's idea 
of the Will never becomes really capable of being grasped, 
but rather lies like a shadowed image upon things, he 
finds himself much in the same position as Goethe with 
his metamorphosis, which also floats hither and thither 
between perception and thoughts. In contrast to the 
Newtonian principle which embodies all nature in the 
human intellect, this principle has the tendency to 
expand the human intellect over all nature. Herein are 
rooted both the sympathy and the antagonism of the 
two aims ; a Goethe and a Schopenhauer fed themselves 
to be passionatdy attracted and as passionatdy repelled 
by empirical sdence ; they are in just the same position 
with regard to abstract sdence. But we who in ccm- 
sidering the subject desire to take a bird's-eye view of 
all parties, recognise in both feelings, — in that of love 
and in that of hatred, — the symptoms of a certain un- 
deniable rdationship between the Goethe group and the 
Newton group— /es eoUrhnes se foucAm^— while the 
Aristotle-Descartes tendency, and the Bruno-Democritus 
tendency, lie apart from both, and in their turn axe 
interrdated to one another. A certain inclination of the 
Goethe group towards the Bruno group, and of the Newton 
group towards the Descartes group, need not mislead us, 
for it never amounts to more than a half agreement. 
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This last remark is very important for the disentangle^ 
ment of the manifold philosophical systems which cross 
one another. In connection with our lecture of to-day it 
leads us to a lesson which will furnish an important con- 
clusion to this excursus, a lesson upon the origin of our 
mythical ideas. 

We know that myths arise everywhere in the equation 
between Thinking and Being, since only the rainbow 
bridge bom of phantasy pregnant with dreams is able to 
unite the two shores : but now that our sight has been 
sharpened by thorough dissection, we observe that this 
structure of myths embarks upon very difierent ways in 
the four chief tendencies which must be distinguished in 
the human intellect. In regard to the discovery of new 
myths only those tendencies have any power in which 
Seeing and Thinking are either both directed outwards, 
or both directed inwards : the two other tendencies 
shown in our diagram, Thinking inwards. Seeing outwards. 
Thinking outwards, Seeing inwards, are certainly as 
regards a fully harmonious, satisfjdng, and therefore 
lasting power of informing, superior to the others ; some 
are most apt for producing ideal, others mathematical 
structures; but so far as true invention is concerned 
they are weak. A single glance at our general survey 
scheme (on p. 352) will suffice to convince you on this 
point. You perceive there the two great primitive msrths 
of Thinking, — ^Monism and Pluralism, and the two great 
primitive myths of Seeing,— -Atomism and Organism; 
from these fundamental perceptions you see the resulting 
main doctrines of the universal endowment of soul, of 
the dualism of body and soul, of the mechanical move- 
ment of pressure and impulse, of the dynamic movement 
which is the result of form ; and now pray consider by 
whom these myths were discovered. Exclusively by 
men who belonged to the Aristotelian or the Bruno 
group. Monism and atomism both came to us from 
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lacBi, the Uad of those in whom Thinkhig and 
mrt directed entirdy inwards: for pluralism and < 
our thanks are in the first place due to the Gredcs, to the 
people in whom Seeing and Thinking were directed o^* 
waids. This abo holds good of the further systenatk 
development: without Bruno, Aristotle, Democxitas, 
Descartes, we should not possess the same dear view of 
these oonceptioQS, and these men all represent inteSeds 
mmitinHy directed dther inwards or outwards. On 
the other hand, the two other groups gain the masteiy 
of these myths, and by uniting things which originally 
had no cx mn ec tioD with one another, obtain possessks 
ot M it were, a rich buQding material with ^n^di they 
an able to erect the boldest and most ingenious structures. 
B«t lor ^al reason, I mean because in such cases we 
OWMt see the origin of these mytiis but only thor 
a p phoation, we oftn fail to observe the source of the 
niyth. Nolhnig has ever made so much use of mj^ths as 
modem natnral scieooe: even the rdigions are 
in comparison: unconoaned about origin and 
it throws an dreams into the common stod:, 
MhHiK as they help notions and thoQ^: theatomsand 
imply ipace nMSt make co mm on cause with the ^»oe- 
WMait nUw r and the ^l^pnamic first lauKifi les : in practice 
th% la^PMdiBator^ wkhoat e io ep ti on, gives the dominant 
f K iw w to the ^hniatk notion of power and matter; in 
thMrrh^fMachnsmomsm. ¥fe see the same thing, but 
lw<»aHty«xpQfiad to view, ia the Goethe group. Thos 
ft i» the ipacHi ihrna i lwiMfc o< Schopenhanei^s system 
to Wal the ssaae tame dogantk moaism and dngmatir 
Md by ttis I da not wish to nprandi this 

IhM if> Mm Mb tiR vgidl Incbev €f tke pniessn- 
^ w tiilrf lunaiwli.liiM^ \m I oalf desire to cd 
«n«ilN« I* «Ik fKt tftat ke woiM Mt kn« tea aUe to 

CMntTKt lis CMH wons <■ tkB^gM, MntonBHSBtt vitk 
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such fabulously plastic beauty, without these myths 
proceeding from two violently opposed methods of 
perception. Goethe does precisely the same with organi- 
cism and atomism ; his perception of nature glitters in 
lx>th colours. He so entirely absorbed the notion of 
organisation that he taught that we must recognise in 
tlie whole world of organisms one single interdependency 
of multitudinous components, and he premises that 
" we must ultimately look upon the whole animal world 
only as one great element, where one race either springs 
or maintains itself out of or upon the other '' : at the 
same time he makes use of the opposite notion of the 
monads, that is to say, of organic atoms, and defines life 
purely mechanically as the " circular motion of the 
monads round themselves/'^® And that which, in such 
passages, can be proved incontrovertibly penetrates him 
through and through in every single particular. You 
will remember how our study of Goethe's doctrine of 
metamorphosis showed us the simultaneous and the 
consequent, rest and motion, unity and plurality repre- 
sented together : that all proceeds from the fact that a 
man whose being is at the same time directed inwards 
and outwards attracts to his philosophy twofold myths, 
twofold equations between Thinking and Seeing. Just 
as the investigators of nature derive more power from 
the possession of two-sided capacities, so do men like 
Goethe and Schopenhauer gain more subtleness and 
appropriate ideas in what they prescribe by means of the 
richness and variety of the msrthic element, than falls to 
the lot of the men of the two groups whose minds are 
directed to one side only. Still— I repeat it— only those 
men whose direction is entirely inwards or entirely out- 
wards are the discoverers of mjrths, and even a Goethe 
could only set up the idea of metamorphosis, because the 
very word itself and the image of the metamorphosis, as 
well as the scientific fact of comparative anatomy, were 
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at hfe hand, and so only the idea, qii& klea, had to master 
them; on the other hand, he never succeeded in redqdng 
to a oompidiensible image the idea which led him on for 
forty yeais in his studies of the doctrine of colour, and 
so the aim which he had in view remains unknown, and 
the worid only recognises the abstract word '* doctiine 
of colour." There was no lack of the power of giving 
farm, but only a lack of the bold masterfulness which 
is the characteristic of a true framer of mj^ths. 

How much mi|^t be added to this I but I have already 
spent mote time over this excursus than I can really 
justify: I shall be pleased if it has awakened some of the 
interest which emanates from the subject. Let me in 
conclusion remind you of that wonderhil verse in the 
Kdthaka Upaniskai^ 

Tbeie is one eternal Thinker thinldng nOT-eternal Thoughts • " 

We children of the world of the twentieth century are 
inclined to reverse the sajdng of the sage, and say, 
" There are many non-eternal thinkers thinldng eternal 
thoughts/' Special intellectual and sentimental dis- 
positions of distinct racial combinations, climatic and 
social surroundings, the specially crystallised forms of 
former religions, and specially the condition of positive 
science — upon which depends in the first place the mode 
of interchange between Nature and the Ego, — all this, 
and more besides, is the reason why the same notions 
are continually coming to light in new and redecorated 
shapes : and this very novelty is a matter of congratula- 
tion, for it is just that which gives colour to life ; yet we 
must bear in mind that in the realm of thought, as in the 
realm of creation, that which may be called development, 
that which alone seemed of any value to a H^el and a 
Darwin, is a mere superficial appearance, in a great 
measure the craze of short-Uved men : the foundation is 
that which is eternal, steadfast, immovaUe. If you have 
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s^casped these remarks about the ''eternal thoughts/' 
not in the misleading sunplification of everything that is 
mer^ thought, but with the rich many-sidedness of true 
perception which comprehends all that is complementary, 
contradictory and supralogical, — then you are in posses- 
sion of the first elements out of which there results an 
understanding of our whole Indo-European philosophy 
from the Rig-Veda to the present day. 

And now that we have not only cleared the way for 
our work upon the difference between criticism and 
dogma, but have also travelled over a great part of the 
road, we may draw a line and proceed to the contrast 
between our two Heroes, the dogmatist Bruno and the 
critic Kant. 

You will, no doubt, have noticed that in this excursus 
upon the history of {^osophy there are two great philos- 
ophers whom I have not named, Plato and Kant. It 
must not be supposed on that account that these thinkers 
could not with full confidence be included in our Scheme ; 
but they stand on a higher stage of circumspection than all 
the other philosophers : in virtue of that they as it were 
grow outside the bounds of personality, and so instead 
of the usual human superficial portrait there arises a 
perfectly plastic, outstanding form, which we can see all 
round and view from various sides, and in various, 
symmetrical and yet essentially different aspects, — ^and 
that because these men themselves possessed the power 
to conquer the inborn preponderating influence of an 
intellectual capacity which tolerates only one direction, 
to break up the matrix in which every man is cast by 
nature, and so to set themselves free from their congealing 
surroundings. In this relation, that is to say in regard 
to personal intellectual freedom, Aristotle is just as great 
a falling off after Plato as Hegd is after Kant. The 
successors of such men as these, supposed to be carrying 
on and amplifying their work, have just the effect of 
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veOing that wbkh is incomparafale in thdr personality, 
and so hide them from our eyes. All the material of life 
iirtiich we find in Aristotle as philosophical thinker is 
derived from Plato, — that is admitted by every com- 
petent historian : hot the true Plato fades away under 
his hands; the same has taken place in Kant's case 
through Fichte, Schdling, Hegel, andr— do not let yonr 
admiration Uind jrou to the fact — ^through Schopenhauer ; 
every one of them lays hold of the side view that suits 
him, and wqHb it up to a new superficial portrait. It 
wordd be an easy matter, without more ado, to fit these 
superficial portraits into our scheme ; but the man who 
recognises what is unique in these two men, Plato and 
Kant, who can absolutely only be compared with one 
another, will not be in too great a hurry to go to work. 
Kant, for instance, is at the same time mechanist and 
dynamist, atcmiist and organisist,^* — not materially as 
in the case of the investigators of nature who directly 
{dace contradictory noticms side by side \p. 393 seq.), but 
because all these conceptions in the presence of the 
highest order of critical deliberation lose their absolute 
significance. It needs, therefore, a more exact critical 
reflection to distinguish the physical capacity, so to 
speak, from the plastically many-sided conviction which 
is arrived at by the most deliberate freedom of judgment. 

In the interest of deamess I will say at once tiiat Plato, 
as well as Kant, naturally belongs to the Goethe-Schopen- 
hauer group, Thinking inwards, Seeing outwards, — ^jret it 
is only by degrees in the course of the exegeses whidi are 
to follow that you will understand exactly what is the 
meaning of this and of the premised remarks. With 
Plato we shall occupy ourselves in the next lecture; 
to-day we will hold fast to Bruno in order to arrive at an | 
explanation, however cursory, of a difi&cult because fully 
plastic subject. ! 

Unfortunately at the outset prejudice again hinders 
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our work of ounparison : for we are wont to form 
a false conception of Bruno as well as of Kant. 
Bruno is, indeed, not the herald of a new science, the 
inart3nr of enlightenment, as he is usually represented, 
but rather is he through and through a schoolman : 
while Kant, far from being the abstruse philosophical 
professor dragging himself painfully over dialectic pins- 
heads to an incomprehensibly abstract '' Thing in itself,'' 
is rather a man who is all perception, all observation, all 
investigator of nature, with the proviso that his Seeing 
is pre-eminently directed upon the Ego, his observation 
upon the dissection of the soul's life, his investigation 
upon the inner being of man. Bruno's philosophy indeed 
is quite abstract ; it knows nothing of the observation of 
nature, inner or outer, its arguments are exclusively 
dialectical: Kant's aim, on the contrary, is from the 
outset — ^to borrow a phrase often used by him — ^the 
setting free from " sophistry and super-sophistry." 
Bruno is the typical bookworm and schodman, who has 
at his finger-ends all the authorities for and against 
every argument, and whose memory in quotation is so 
f abidous that his contemporaries looked upon it as magic, 
whereas Kant, on the contrary, seldom, and only in 
passing, names any philosopher. Of the dialecticians of 
Bruno's nature, Kant says, " the athletics of the learned 
are an art, which may in some ways be very useful, but 
which adds Uttle to the advantage of truth " ;^* and 
when some one applied the word " dialectics " to his 
Critique of Pure Reason, he answered indignantly, " and 
yet my critical endeavours are all directed to setting free 
and destrojdng for ever the inevitable dialectics with 
which pure reason, everywhere else carried out dogmati- 
cally, is caught and entangled in its own net."'* 

You see what contrasts face one another here. But 
there might be much more to be said yet. For the Bruno 
that you find everywhere, the Bruno whom our journalists 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



400 BRUNO 

of antkhiistian tendencies believe to be inspiring tbem, 
— the Bruno whom the apostles of progress hail as the 
" morning star of the religion of science/' — ^the Bnmo to 
whom a statue has been erected in Rome, and whom the 
Papists full of hatred would fain have caUed to life again 
for the sheer pleasure of burning him once more, and 
more thoroughly — ^that universally known, conventional 
Bruno has not much more than the name in cotnwxm 
with the real man. And the other Bruno likewise, wluHn 
Eugen Dfihring and his disciple Heinrich von Stein have 
given us, the man of phantasy and the poet, is rather 
the creature of their own phantasy and poetry than of 
an objective appreciation of the forerunner of Spinoza 
and Schelling. It is impossible for me to go more deeply 
into this ; but if you wish to know Bruno's methods in 
philosophy, open his Latin writings where you will ; or if 
that should seem too hard a task, see in his Italian writings, 
which are relatively less scholastic, the anal]^ of truth 
at the b^iinning of the second dialogue of the Spaccio 
detta besHa trianfante.''^ After this test you will easUy 
understand that for this man Logic must be the science 
of all sciences, in brief, the modus sdemU, and that there 
were only three educational subjects which floated before 
him as the ideals of culture— Grammar, for the concipere. 
Rhetoric, for the enufiHare, and Dialectics, for the 
argumenkai.''^ But time presses, and of much that I 
would fain have said upon this subject I will briefly 
mention only one thing, because it belongs indirectly to 
our Theme. You must not imagine that Bruno's 
enthusiasm for the Copemican cosmology was the result 
of industrious astronomical observations, or in any way 
of a penetrating insight into truth, such as we admire in 
Leonardo who tived a hundred years before Bruno ; the 
boundlessness of space belonged rather to the logical 
postulates of reason, which Bruno defended against 
Aristotle with arguments like the following : Since the 
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liumaa phantasy cannot conceive an end, nature must 

be boundless, otherwise it could not comprehend this 

phantasy V and for that reason Copernicus is so passion* 

a.tely welcomed by Bruno, he is so true, so victorious 

because this postulate of reason, taken from the neo- 

Platonists, at once obtains a practical footing. For 

Galilei the achievement of G^pemicus means the Uberation 

oi the intellect for the building up of a new system of 

mechanics and cosmology; for Bruno it means the 

materialising of an abstract thought, and at the same time 

the victory of the principle of the setting free of all form 

which he championed against the principle defended by 

Aristotle of form as organising everything. 

And now, as a complement to what has gone before, 
let me add to these few words about Bruno an equally 
hurried notice of Kant's relation to the wisdom oi the 
schools. 

Kant's comparatively scant attrition to the writings 
of the philosophers has already struck more than one 
enquirer. In the whole Critique of Pure Reason hardly 
twenty names are mentioned, and these for the most 
part cursorily. Only Plato, Hume, and Leibniz are once 
or twice noticed rather more at length : in the Critique of 
the Power of Judgment not ten Philosophers are alluded 
to, — and most of them only once in a single sentence.'* 
It is, moreover, specially significant that Kant only 
refers to the most important thinkers of mankind, — the 
others he passes over. " The learned multitude knows 
nothing, understands nothing, but it talks of everything 
and prides itself on what it says " — ^that is Kant's 
opinion.''^ Bruno, on the contrary, assures us that he 
loves the works of Thomas Aquinas " like his own soul,"^ 
he knows by heart every schoolman of ancient and 
modem times, and does not disdain to quote as authorities 
the muddiest apocrjrphal sowces of mystical bogus 
philosophy and theological sophistry^-»an Apdlonius, a 

I.— 2 D 
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Hermes Trismegistus, and gives up half his life to the 
Spanish mountebank and conjuier Ramon Lull who pro- 
fessed to arrive at knowledge by the help of revolving discs, 
and extols him as omniscium propemodumque divinum, 
omniscient and almost divine. Kant, however, tells us 
that he looks upon the voluminous elucubrations of the 
professional philosophers " with repugnance, with a certain 
hatred" {Letters, 8, 4, 66) ; and his amanuensis for many 
years, Jachmann, reports that " Kant found everything in 
himself, and so lost the capacity for finding anything in 
others. At the very mcHnent of the fullest ripeness and 
power of his intellect, when he was working up critical 
philosophy, nothing was more difficult to him than to 
think himself into the S3rstem of another. Even the writings 
of his adversaries he could only grasp with the utmost pains, 
because it was impossible to him even for a whOe to dis- 
tract himself from his original system of thought."*^ Jach- 
mann's commentary is a little shaky, but his ingenuous, 
honest testimony is all the more valuable. Kant was 
simply never at any time of his life able to take an interest 
in the peculiar philosophy of the schools. He who in his 
most advanced old age read every book of travels, he who 
followed all that concerned natural science with the most 
enthusiastic attention,-— could only read the writings of 
his learned brother professors " with the utmost pains," 
and since, when every now and again he did take these 
" utmost pains," he still had not the power to find any- 
thing in these works, he preferred to leave them unread. 
There is no need to make any excuses for him. If there 
were a Kant to-day he would do the same. But we leaiii 
here how little justification there is for reckoning Kant 
straight away among the scholastic philosophers : it sets 
aside the whole picture of his intellectual personality. It 
is only the man who looks upon Kant from the right point 
of view, who can understand why to the end of his life 
he felt compelled to take the field against the professional 
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philosophers who were already beginning to introduce 
their own vagaries into his critical philosophy, — against 
" the metaphysics of the schools which tear reason to 
tatters/' and against the university professors whose 
chief business it is " industriously to convert the simplest 
thing in the world into the most difficult " : in opposition 
to all these fruitless subtleties, Kant maintains that his 
philosophy " can be understood from the standpoint of 
the common understanding/' and only exacts that this 
common understanding shall " cultivate itself adequately" 
to the business of Criticism. Kant looks upon the meta- 
physical analysis of our thought as a fundamental 
cultmal exercise of the most universal importance, 
'' indispensable to all future times for the highest aims 
of mankind/' which means in contradistinction to its 
being regarded as mere abstruse, learned, professional 
discipline.^* Hence his assertion that " the practical 
philosopher is the true philosopher" (Logic, III) — Whence 
the touching appeal in the middle of the Critique of Pure 
Reason to " those who have philosophy at heart, which 
is oftener said than met with " (p. 376). 

What I have specified here upon the subject of Kant's 
relation to the schoolmen is at the same time a symptom 
of a more deeply ingrained pecuUarity of his personality, 
namely of the stress which it laid upon the necessity of 
perception. Until a man has recognised this he knows 
nothing of Kant. On one occasion he talks of a drop of 
water and of its swarming life of minute creatures, and then 
goes on : ''if from that I lift my eyes to heaven in order 
to see the immeasurable space teeming with worlds like 
grains of dust, no human speech can express the feeling 
which such a thought arouses, and all subtle metaphysical 
dissection is far removed from the sublimity and dignity 
which belongs to such a perception."** This sublimity 
and dignity of the perception is the scarlet due which, 
threaded through his whole life-work, was the only thing 
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which enaUed him, — the only tbiog which cnahies «s 
also— to find a safe path thioogh the stifling woiid d 
thought. In the same way in the reafan of practical 
[ribilosophy, wfaidb, as I said just now, Kant had cUeS; 
at heart, and in which his theocetical abstraction wu 
often cast in his teeth, — with reddess vehemence bf 
Schopenhauer for instance, — he teaches us that " Good- 
ness has an irresistiUe po^^r, when it is perceived."^ 
Where Kant is very hard to understand is not really, as is 
the case with other philosopha:s, because the abstractioo 
bec(Hnes tvo subtle for it to be possible to fasten any 
noticm upon it, but, on the contrary, because though be 
sees with the utmost persi»cacity (with that perspicacity 
to which I alluded in the first lecture) the relaticms of the 
human intellect, no means exist of communicating this 
percepticm excq>t by a whde ponderous ^ructore of 
abstraction piled upon abstraction. Hence the many 
repetitions which are characteristic of Kant's writings 
and oft^i lead a beginno: astray ; for he thinks to him- 
adf , Here is something new, whereas Kant is fcM* ever 
labouring to communicate the same perceptible know- 
ledge by means of new thoughts and new words until we 
become familiar with it and see it, instead of meidy 
thinking it. So far as I am aware, no teach^ oi frfiilos- 
ophy has called attention to this fundamental fact 
which is so conclusive for the apprehension of Kant's 
style. Every man who has had the advantage of a certain 
technical training can understand purdy logical com- 
binati(ms of thought, and can, if he so desires, himself 
explain them ; but the previous lecture will have shown 
you how monstrously difficult it is to commimicate a 
conviction arrived at by the loftiest power of conception, 
— that the elementary conceptions of understanding, the 
primitive iorms of all judgment, can only be distinguished 
from the side of perception, but are incapaUe of being 
defined l^ words — ^and for the very reason that they are 
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heinselves the primitive conceptions (p. 295). Equally 
lifficult is the communication of Kant's conception of 
:reedom. Here the direct inner experience of every 
individual must be revealed in connection with the 
inexorable all-uniting sum-total of Nature; but the 
language of logic fails, for such an insight oversteps the 
boundaries of its competence. So it is with the " Thing 
in itself/' with the ideality of time and space, with the 
representation of God as " the regulating principle of 
reason/' and so forth. This is no mystical enlightenment, 
no *' intdlectual perception/' as Hegel calls it, no " super- 
sensual perception," as Schilling says. Kant loathes all 
such ccHiceptions* " I ask for your opinion, but as far as 
possible in human language. For I, poor son of earth, 
am in no way organised for the divine language of per- 
ceptive reason. That which may be spelt out for me 
according to the rules of logic out of common conceptions, 
that is well within my reach." So wrote Kant to Hamaan 
(6. 4. 1774). Far rather, as I have said, does the difficulty 
lie in the fact that our words in the first place refer to con- 
ceptions, and that conceptions can only mdirectly awaken 
perceptions. A whole book upon the colour white and 
its properties does not tell me what white is : in order to 
experience it I must open my eyes and look upon white : 
that is the example which Descartes uses : it is the same 
with the facts which Kant saw in the inner man ; until 
we have seen them ourselves it is not only difficult but 
impossible to understand Kant. So it follows that who- 
ever has only grasped the word, not the perception, in 
Kant, — only the logical structure without the facts which 
led to it, — has gained Uttle or nothing. ^* You, gentlemen, 
will in future know exactly what it means when of those 
who wish to work at philosophy, as a foundation, Kant 
requires not in the first place logical and dialectical studies 
nor historical knowledge, but " exercises in the judgment 
of experience," and " attention to the compared sensa- 
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onewacdK.** ilad jraa t>9 vmiastamd. wiiT 
:t]K"teachiiisaftl 
• wUch SEC SO alien : 
" die trv raediod of BMtafAjrsks B 
tbe saae with thai wiach Xewton introdoced 
iatx> ml iif'irf soBBce;'* that b to sxf, the irthrwi of ** soic 

OKe/' yet none the kss onriirH i r " diieGti^ vxsifaie tc 
the efoJ'^ I akB> dmik that yoa w91 oovr besm to 
winitiH id mbf we may, and inrtrrri nnst, say of ths 
man that las Seemg, Qoe that of Anslode, Descartes, 
and Goethp> was feected uiii w aid^ and not inwards: 
whie his Tlmfcmg was dnected enjiidy inwanla> > and so 

OPVeSWSeflmnei!y» so iH>ty , ^fe*'ty * vufmjtf^r^f^^ t'l y^^ yng 

Pascal eyes had fittie power left to kiok out upon the 
wodd. £¥cn in the darkest depths of the inner man 
what he saw was everywhere oigiiniStUinn . Too will 

" I am mysdf by inrhnation an in- 
d when he writes to the anatomist 
says^ that jnst as Suniimrnng bosies 
him^lf with the dnsectun of what is visible in man* so 
he» Kant, boaies himsdf with the dis s ec ti o p of what h 
Bfvisible in man. It is oertaialfy iuipotlant lor tbe 
kn owledge of Kant's peconality to remember that of 
Kant's sDEty^ve works* almost one-halt namdy twenty- 
nine, have no phikwnpltical porport, and that in the 
period of Ins progressnie devdopment op to his iortietb 
year, he only published six works dealiiig with meta- 
piqfsical sobjccts^ as agsiost thirteen i^xm physics, 
mathematics, geognosis, meteorology, astronomy and 
anthropology. Here yoi& have the diametrical opposite 
to Bnmo, in whom the most ^orioos of all ot^jects of 
perc ep tion, the bonndlfss heaven of stais» only serves 
for a logically dialectical system of thoo^ts, vriieieas in 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BRUNO 407 

Kant it is the thoughts themselves that rest upon per* 
oeption, and for that very reason struggle painfully for 
oonceptive expression.^ 

\S^th this is connected Kant's strict delimitation of 

the significance of his logic. Bruno, as you have already 

lieard, held it to be the science of all sciences, the true 

fountain-head of recognition. His ideal of absolute 

recognition is that which reason, purified of all contact 

^th the world of sense {inteUectus purus), perceives by 

mere introspection, that is looking into itself, omnia in 

se ipso videndo, whereas it sees nothing outside of itself 

{nan extra se speculando).^ And if he ascribes such a 

fully pure recognition to God alone, that has no great 

significance, since in principle Bruno recognises only one 

all-embracing monad into which every intelligence 

crosses over by stages, and so is essentially related to it.*^ 

Thus it comes to pass that in the end the definition of 

truth is " the law of intelligence reflected in things," 

Veritas est ipsa lex intelligentia observaia in rebus.^^ The 

same principle emboldened Hegel to utter the monstrous 

definition, " Logic is the science of God." As against 

this Kant has shown once for all that logic is only a formal 

science, touching those combinations of conceptions 

which, in the previous lecture, have been shown as 

a necessary function of the human intellect. " But," as 

he says, " since the mere form of recognition, however 

much it may agree with logical laws, is still far from 

adequate on that account to determine the material 

(objective) truth of recognition, it follows that no one 

can dare to form judgments upon subjects with the help 

of logic alone, or to assert anything without having 

previously made fundamental enquiries outside of 

logic, in order afterwards to attempt their utilisation 

and combination in a consistent whole according 

to the laws of logic." To take a practical perceptible 

image. With the help of crucibles, hammers and files 
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andbbroq^ to tbe fi^ of day witt 
And ao Kant goes oa to write, " mm «e nay take it as a 
sore and okM aiiMiifc: that nivcnad loeic looked 
lyoD IS oggMiOB i> always at logic fli ippcanmcgs (ihaJwiTr). 
For sBoe it teadies vs notlBig about tbe co p t gn t s of 
reoognitioB, ImA only tbe iwiiijl comBlinnii of agrecnieot 
witb tbe wi<i^»^^«i<i»i^ wbidi Biovttivcr are qinte on- 
material IB view of tbe obfects; ao tbe ArHund to ise 
tbeoi as our tools in ofder to widen and astcod our know* 
ledge, at any fate so far as piofagion is coocemed, cas 
efid in notUng bat idle cbatter in ofder to assert or to 
attack whatever we please witb a certain sbow.*' 

Too see how deaily and diarply Kant distiagiiisiies 
himsdf from all tbe sdioolnien, horn all tbe lationalbts 
in tbe true sense of tbe word, from Soaates, Kudo. ]^^, 
bow diflferently from these men he sees and jn^s^ the 
importance and limitations of hmnan reason. Never 
again wiD yoo be led on account of a certain a^Mrent 
similarity of language to associate him with those funics* 
ofrfieis from whom he really diffeis entirely in his whole 
manner of Seeing, his prindi^, his methods and his 
aim. 

I have said thqs moch as a preJinrinaiy orientation of 
Kant's position as contrasted with that of %nmo, in 
order to arrive at a more correct view of it than that 
which commonly obtains. We wiU now tal» a cursory 
view of Bruno's f^iilosoiAy in its prindpal outlines m 
order to reach a further stage in our knowledge of 
Kant's personality. 

We must not hdieve that Bruno was a ^>ecially 

inventive genius. Almost all his doctrines were taken 

\ directly from the German Nikolaus Krebs of Kues on the 

Moselle, better known under the romanised name (A 

Cardinal Cusa, amongst them those of the boimdlessaess 
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of space and the nmnberless inhabited worlds, as well as 
-the other doctrine of the finality of divisibility — ^tfae atoms, 
suid that of the philosophical significance of numberSi 
of the stage ladder of things and beings, of the identity 
of contradictions, of complication (for thought) and 
explication (for matter)* and so forth. Even that per- 
ception which is the most original of all his notions, the 
doctrine of monads> is an old possession of the neo- 
Platonists, and the very saying that God is " the monad 
of monads" {tnanadum monas) occurs in Synesius of 
Cyrene a thousand years before Bruno.*' ^^^ 

At bottom the philosophy of Bruno is simfde, grievously 
simple ; there is one single thought which ever and again 
arises on all sides, that of the pantheism. We might, 
indeed — ^at least if we desired to borrow logical consistency 
from the Panlogidans — make no distinction between 
Nature and the Ego, and between both those and God. 
I have already quoted the saying that " Nature is God in 
Things " ; in the same way the Ego is fused with God and 
with Natmre ; as God is the Nature of Nature, so he is 
also the Ego of the Ego, " the Soul of Souls, the life of 
Lives; more intimate, nearer, more closely related to 
us than we can be to ourselves " ; and is it not the last 
conclusion of wisdom that there is " only one Being, one 
single and identical Thing " ?** What we could distin- 
guish as G6d, world, and Ego, is only a species of motion 
or pulsaticm inside the one universal spirit ; * from God 
down to Nature and to the Ego, ascending again from 
the Ego to God through Nature. Inflmi Deus pet 
naturam in ratiomm; ratio attoUUur per naiuram in 
Deum.^* In strictness we ought to say that there is only 
one unity without distinction ; we might call the Divinity 
absolute unity without any sort of formation, unitd 

* Temis for wbicfa CwrdiiuU Coaa » lesponsible. Tke idM is that thongfat 
arises from folding down and inwardly — matter arises more and more from 
unfolding. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



410 BRUNO 



mttolutM senga spetie mlckima ; bat we may leave oat Ht 
oooceptioii '' God,'' and say Nature is the An, and is its o« 
creator — naktra ipsa estfabrifador (De. hmn. vm. lo, xi); 
or again we need speak of neither God nor q€ Natare, \fA 
only accept the immovaUe boundlessness of the univeEse— 
ififimtoimimobiU — inidiich there are no distinctioos, where 
the mathematical point is the same as the whole body, the 
centre the same as the drcle, the limited the same as the 
unlimited, the great as the small, the ^ole as the part, 
hg^t as darkness, hatred as love, the formless as that 
which has form; here then thare exists no diffeicDce 
between a man and an ant, between an ant and the son ; 
the soul of a flower, of an oyster, of a fly, of a man, are 
of a similar entity in qpedes and gaius.^ In this God- 
Cosmos-Ego, the boundary is at thesame timeno boundary, 
form no form, matter no matter, soul no soul, and even 
error is " latent truth " ; for everything is at once every- 
thing, without distinction, since everything is only one 
single unity ; *^ here one name is sufficient to comprise 
everything ; here there is only one reason which thinks, 
cmly one will which desires.** Contradictions viewed 
from this standpoint there are none, they are rathar fused 
together like twins : qua in se ipsis diversa sunt atque 
contraria in ipso simpUcissimo prindpio sunt unmn d 
idem ;** indeed, all things are made up of apparent ccmtra- 
dictions, iutte le cose constano de conirarii ;^^ but for the 
man who is gifted with recognition distinctions are wiped 
out, they coalesce in the coinddentia oppositorum. If the 
One Undifieraitiated unfolds itself as it were, then there 
arises the All with its unnumbered creations ; if the AU 
folds itsdf together, then the Undifferentiated One arises 
once more.^*^ Thus the birth of a thing is the expansion 
of a centre which is imperceptible and only to be grasped 
by our thoughts ; its existence is the lasting duration of 
the sphere so bom ; its death is its shrinking together to 
the original centre.*** 



i 
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One remark in passing. This doctrine of the Universal 
Unity is as old as the Indo-European race, and therefore 
really worthy of respect. But it is only to be found in 
perfect purity, and therefore also reaUy intelligible and 
sympathetic, among the Brahmans, — ^less satisfying and 
yet alwaj^ beautiful, sometimes even enchanting, — among 
oiir European mystics. In order to be capable of accepta- 
tion it needs must stand upon a religious foundation: 
the religious mjrth then surrounds it with images, and 
the moral aim of a practical union of man with God lends 
it an august dignity. Where, on the contrary, — as to a 
certain extent in Plotinus, and more outspokenly in 
Bruno, — ^it presents itself not supralogicaUy, but rational- 
istically, not as a suggestion but as argument, — ^where it 
aims not at the intensive raising of the individual, but at 
the irrefutable dialectical proof of empirical truths, — 
there the doctrine of the universal imity becomes frankly 
intolerable. For the sake of a miserable logical trick it 
annihilates form, personality, analjrtical science. That 
such things should again be stirring among us, befooling 
weak brains, is very lamentable. In religion mysticism 
is indispensable, for it is through mysticism that the 
myth first becomes living experience : in philosophy it 
is poison. 

Without going any further into principles, I may here 
call attention to the fact that the weakest point in 
Bruno's philosophy is the scanty stress which he lays 
upon the Ego. For it is only from the point of view of 
absolute subjectivity that the doctrine of Universal Unity 
possesses any real justification. The Brahmans taught that 
" there is no possible proof of the e»stence of a dualism, 
and the Attnan (the self) devoid of all dualism is alone 
capable of proof," ^•^ and even the man who takes his 
stand upon the flattest empirical science is not in a 
position compulsively to prove the contrary. But upon 
this there follows at once, " Here, in the depths of the 
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heart, lies the Lord of the universe/' and '* our soni is this 
vfodd.'*^*^ God and the world united in the Ego aad 
overflowing the one into the other : that is a consisteiit 
standpcmit, and inasmuch as it rests upon secure facts, 
even though they should be gn^ped one-sidedly, it is rich 
in results. \¥herea8 when defimtiion and argun^nt pot 
God and nature on a levd, only dragging in the Ego in 
an inferior character as " reascm " or" thinking substance/' 
as of a wavering essence which everywhere ^ands in the 
way,, and of V9bich therefore the less said the better, the 
perception is obviously one whose roots do not go very 
deep ; for whence do all these arguments come if not 
from the Ego ? Bruno stands precisely where the pdests 
stand : but the latter have dogma for their foundation 
and practical reliabifity as their aim, wha^as the man 
who goes to woiit in the same way in a subjectivdy- 
ratkmistic manner, but who replaces the dogma of 
faith by the dogma of reason, and takes for his aim the 
rec(^[nition of absolute truth, is hovering in mid-air. 
In the one case, that of the true mystics, we have an ex- 
pmence that has been lived, in the other case, that erf the 
dialecticians, a cobweb of the brain. The Deus sive naiuni, 
brought forward by Bruno and geometrically described by 
Spinoza, is a phantom of the conception, an artifice of 
the schoolmen welded together out of superstition and 
the "logic of pretence," as Kant calls it. God is not 
to be seen in nature, nor can He be doncoistrated fnns 
her ; only the man who carries Him in his heart will also 
be able to track Him in the outer World. Our deq>- 
tUnking German mystics knew this and said, " Whoso 
wishes to perceive God must be blind."^** But in truth 
Bruno's God is seen neither in nature nor in the heart; 
this monad of monads from which " proceeds that other 
monad which is called Nature," is a mere abstract 
thought. ^^ All attempts to smg his praises as Ens, 
Unum, Verum, Fatum, Ratio, Ordo, and as the foundation 
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of all things which we in the first place hold to be the 
creations of nature, are of little consequence. ^^^ The 
God of the true mystics, on the other hand, springs out 
of direct experience, and the God of Descartes who Saw 
outwards was just as much a dialectical artifice as 
Cruno's, but obtained by deliberation and with the 
intuition to enlist this conception in the service of em- 
pirical investigation, so that here, if ever, we have the 
right to say " the end justifies the means."^®® 

Here I must set a limit to these short remarks. I am 
no more aUe to do justice to Bruno's com^dex of thoughts 
than I was to develop the i^osophy of Descartes ; I 
must be content if you are aUe to grasp clearly and 
correctly the method and way in which this man looked 
inwards and outwards upcm the world and upon himself. 
But our aim for the moment requires that I should 
once more call your attention to the two main pillars of 
Brunonian thought which together with the imiversal 
unity of the divine nature carry the whole structure : a 
tendency to boundlessness upwards, a tendency to strict 
limitation downwards (pp. 364-378) ; these at last 
complete the picture and bring clearly into view the 
contrasted method of perception in Kant. There is no 
need to repeat what has already been said upon the 
point, I refer you to it and will only ask you to ob6^*ve 
how here again, as in the representation of God and the 
world, it is scholastic and theological ccmceptions, not 
perceptions, that are decisive. God must of necessity 
be infinite, because the conception of Him excludes 
every limitation : lo dico Dio tutto infinito perche da se 
eschide ogni termine. But since God is infinite so too 
must the world be infimte, for it would be unworthy of a 
Divine power to create a finite world : lo siimavo cosa 
indegna delta divina bontd e possentia che possendo produr 
oUra questo mondo un aUri e aUri infiniti, producesse un 
m^mdo finite (Berti, p. 353). These are purdy theological 
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arguments, whidi are only forcible when the God wbose 
existence they prove lias already been assumed. Those 
arguments, on the contrary, by means of which limitatioD 
downwards, that is to say, the conception of the Atom, 
is irrefutably set forth, are schcdastically dialecticaL 
Above all it is the Pjrthagorean symbolism of numbei^ 
which turns the scale : " Unity is the substance of 
numbers," that is to say, that out of which numbeis 
arise and of which they consist, and therefore " unity is 
at the same time the essence of all things'' : VnUas est 
substantia numeri et essentia amnis. But unit signifies 
the lowest of all numbers, and what we in calculating 
call imit that, as Bruno argues, we may call in matter 
a least measure or minimum, so that just as we may caD 
the arithmetical unit numeri substantia so we may 
regard the material unit, the Atom, as rerum substantia, 
as the essence of things. ^^ In the Spacdo Bruno uses a 
charmingly popular expression : le cose grandi son com- 
poste de le piccide e le picdoie de le picdolissime e queste 
de gl' individui e minimi. If divisibility were not to come 
to an end there would be just as much illimitedness 
downwards as upwards : si minimum non subsistit nSiU 
subsistat oportet. ^^thout limited, indivisiUe, mininram- 
unities there could be no world. Here the argument is 
purely dialectical, and therefore it is far more powerful 
than the first, and Bruno himself confesses that it would 
be easier for him to give up the infiniteness of the worid 
than the finiteness of the atoms : potius ratio et natura 
potest absolvere minimium a maximo quam maximum a 
minimo.^^^ 

So the dogmatic Infinite and the dogmatic Finite join 
hands, and once more it is the Ego, the first great fact of 
all recognition, which comes off second best, or rather 
remains altogether ignored, penned in betwe^i animated 
atoms, called monads, and a soul of the world, I'inteUetto 
universale, I'anima del mondo. And in order to rivet into 
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a. unit this perception which consists of two antagonistic 
parts, there happens once more what occurred in tlie case 
of God and nature : Bruno declares right out : the 
inaximum and the minimum are identical, il fnassifno e il 
minimo convegnono in una essere and fnaximum nihil est 
aliud quam minimum. The following attempt at a 
logical deduction from the proposition that the minimum 
and the unlimited maximum are equal to one another is 
vrorth bringing forward as a specimen of the method of 
thought of such men, " The power of all bodies is per- 
fected in the sphere, the power of the sphere is rooted in 
the circle, the power of the circle in its centre. It follows 
that the power of all visible things rests in the invisible. 
A minimum in multitude is a maximum in power, just 
as the power of the whole fire springs out of the power 
of the single spark. So it follows that all power rests in 
the minimum even though it should be hidden to the 
eyes of all, even of the sages, perhaps even of the gods : 
thus the minimum itself is the maximum of all things."^^^ 
Clearly Kant was right when he said that Logic used 
as an organon, that is as an instnmient for acquii!ng 
new knowledge, has for its object the power of asserting 
anjrthing in the world with a certain amount of plausi- 
bility. But it is equally evident how powerful those 
inborn tendencies of the particular individual, of which 
we treated in the excursus, are in leading it naturally 
and of necessity into fixed grooves. We have no freedom 
in the choice of the mjrths which appeal to us. Thinking 
inwards leads to Monism, to the Universal Unit, and at 
the same time to the uprooting of all boundaries, that 
is to say, to the Infinite ; Seeing inwards leads, whether 
we will or not, to Atomism, to the acceptation of indi- 
visible minima. The man who, like Bruno, binds the 
two things t(^ether by sheer force, and is not frightened 
to say minimum est maximum, the limited is unlimited, 
gives proof there of a great power of inner truthfulness : 
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soch an intellert was worthy of bring brogg^ 

At the same time you will, I think, henceforth under* 

stand Kant's saying. " the doctrine of atoms is in itself a 

contradiction/'^^* 

We have now gathered together all that we need in 
c»der r^xidly, easily, and sorely to ondeistand Kant's 
method of perception as compared with that of Bruno. 

That which characterises Kant's manner of looking 
into the inner mysteries erf man may be smnmed up in a 
single word— criticism. Still, it is necessary to know 
exactly what is to be understood here by criticism ; for 
the word is used in two difierent senses : " I do not 
n^ean by this a criticism of bodks and systems, but that 
of the power of reason in general/' — so writes Kant in 
the beginning of the preface to the first editicm of his 
Crttique of Pure Reason. The difference is the same as 
that between the criticism of a historical work, and the 
so-called " historical criticism " of the matter on which 
the book is founded ; in the one case it is the exposition 
of a given author, his opinions, his ccmceptioos, his 
deducti<»is which are judged and censored, in the other 
it is the proofs themsdves xxpaa which all the expositioiis, 
however they may differ from one another, depend,— 
inscriptions, books, letters, state documents, etc., whidi 
are tested for their origin, their importance, their relia- 
biUty, and their value. It is in the latter sense that 
Kant understands the word Criticism. It is a test, not 
of the opinions about reason, or in any way of the doctrines 
to which reason has given rise, it is not a test of the 
opinions on experience, oa the power of judgment, oo 
morals, etc., — but it is a test of the inmost soul of man 
by direct dissection and observation, exactly as the 
surgeon with scalpel investigates the condition of the 
inner body. In an often-quoted passage, Kant writes, 
" The first step in matters of pure reason, which shows 
how it is still in its childhood, is dogmatic. The second... 
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step is sceptical and testifies to the prudence of the power 
of judgment sharpened by experience. But there is yet a 
third step necessary which only occurs in the ripened and 
manly power of judgment, namely the appreciation not 
of the facta of reason, but of reason itself according to its 
ftdl power, which is not censure but criticism of reason/* 
I am very anxious that you should arrive at an abso- 
lutely precise understanding of this critical faculty and 
method, for Kant is besides Plato the only critical philos* 
opher of all times : how then could you do justice to his 
individual personality unless this most special feature 
were clearly before your eyes ? With this intent I must 
now make use of an image which will gradually lead you 
to a systematic recognition. In this connection I am 
haunted by an tmforgettable recollection of my youth, 
which dates from the time when I first heard Kant's 
name : it will help us to produce a plastic representation. 
Let us suppose a man bom in the deeply cut valleys of 
the Maritime Alps, and that an ordinance of fate should 
have so locked him and his countrs^men to the neigh* 
bourhood, that no inhabitant should have succeeded in 
making his way out to the shores of the Meditenranean. 
You must know that the mountains are so extended in 
€che]on that one needs to climb very high — ^up to the 
perpetual snow of the highest peaks, before one can see 
the sea. That man asks himsdf , as so many before him 
and around him have done, whence comes the water 
which the clouds give off upon the mountains in such 
inexhaustible measure that even during the long, dry, 
hot summer the brook incessantly rushes down to the 
valley bringing coolness from snow and ice ? Among the 
dwellers in the valley all sorts of theories are current. 
The pastor teaches that God in his mercy is for ever 
creating new rain clouds, — especially if his flock are 
diligent in their attendance at church. The apothecary 
has made up a highly complicated scientific theory of a 
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catalytic combination of oxygen and hydrogen in the 
low pressure of the highest regions of the air under the 
influence of the sun's rays. The schoohnaster is busy 
hunting up explanations in the classical authors, but as 
he has never seen the sea, he understands the ocean in 
the old sense of the oheanos potatnos, a river with si<te 
streams, and so gets entangled in a feud about suffixes 
with the pedagogue of the neighbouring village, in which 
feud both lose sight of the original problem. The village 
philosopher's doctrine is that every investigation of tlie 
question remains barbarously empirical and objectless, 
so long as it is not determined whether water is to be 
regarded as substance, — hypokdmenon — or as attribute 
— ^mbebekos, which, however, assumes the solution of 
the first question whether substance is really an ens pet 
se subsistens, or a mere fiBtus imaginatumis. Meanwhile 
our friend actively climbs uphill, is undaunted by failures 
and fatigue, and at last, thanks to his practice in moun- 
taineering, reaches close to the highest peak. Not more 
than two or three had got so far before him ; but these 
few, keenly absorbed in their search after causes which 
seemed plausible to them, had clung to the rocks and 
tried to shovel away the snow in order to see what lay 
underneath. They thought that if they f otmd a spring 
breaking out of the rocks everything would be explained. 
They were mere empirics. But he thinks otherwise, and 
when he has climbed as high as his strength will carry him 
he turns round. He turns his back to the brook and the 
glacier and looks over the successions of Echeloned 
mountains, and there, further than he had ever allowed 
his thoughts to range, there in all its glory, there in the 
golden reflection of the midday sun, lies the immeasurable 
sea. He sees the rivers hurrying to it from all sides, and he 
sees the mist rising fromits waves, consolidated intodouds, 
and flying with the evening breeze to the mountains. 
That is something like the position of Kant amoi^ us 
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thirtking men. And even if every one of my images 
shotild be failures, this one is quite in tune, and I should 
like to impress it permanently upon you in this way : 
in Klant the one essential point is a turning round as it 
were on the pivot of the intellect, so that the mind looks 
in a new and opposite direction, and so obtains a sight 
of that which was up to that time unsuspected. The 
man who climbs just as high and does not turn round 
i^rill never have a share in the revelation of a fully new 
fact : but the man who turns round before he has reached 
a certain height which will make him competent to enter 
upon intellectual deliberation, will find himself dis- 
appointed: for he will see no more on the height than he 
did in the valley. Mark this too 1 no dialectical art, were it 
never so subtle, and no power of phantasy, could have 
discovered the sea, whereas without logic and without 
phantasy it is seen at once if the man only understands 
the right standpoint from which it of itself strikes the 
eye. Kant is a discoverer, just as Columbus was, or like 
his own favourite Captain Cook. And it is absurd to 
believe that what this unheard-of and unique critical 
power of perception discovered and revealed, could be 
discredited by any given man, simply because he is not 
competent, and has not made himself competent, to see 
it. Our friend who saw the sea with his eyes will hardly 
be convinced by the professor in the valley that it does 
not exist ; it is in this sense that you must understand 
Kant when he says of his critical results, " In this case 
there is no danger of being refuted, the danger is of not 
being understood " (R.V. xliii). 

The picture which I have set before you not only gives 
an expression easily understood to the fact itself, but 
also to the result of the Kantian method of Criticism. 
For there is no more important result of these discoveries 
than that of the strict and relatively narrow limitation 
of the competency of our reason, — ^that limitation which 
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was cursorily indicated in a former lecture as a double 
wall. Once our mountaineer sees the ocean, he has 
before him the whole circulation of the water, and 
the whole horizon of his knowledge of this subject b 
effectively widened and yet once for all ideaBy 
confined within limits. So kmg as he was unaware c^ 
this circulation, this giving and taking, this moticxi 
hither and thither between close boundaries, there were 
no limits set to his philosophical and mythological 
phantasy, the tendency of which was necessarily to lose 
itself backwards as well as forwards in the infimte; 
whence should that inexhaustible supply of water come ? 
whither should it go ? Now at one strcke the whole 
problem is solved, or rather shown to be non-existent. 
The water was returning whence it came, and came from 
whither it went; it did not spring from the hidden 
bowels of the earth, nor did it flow into boundless space. 
At the same time, however, there was an end of aU hope 
of an absolute " explanation " such as had flitted before 
the minds of the simple folk. Of course it vms always 
possible to ask with the old philosophers, whether water 
was attribute or substance, and whether the substance 
was an ens per se subsistens, or a fogtus ifnagimUiams ; 
but this dialectical consideration had ceased to bear any 
relation to the water problem, and was unmasked as a 
matter of pure metaphj^ical speculation. It was now 
possiUe to be concerned with the investigation of the 
details and the utilisation of the circulation which had 
been discovered : the ideas of the pastor and the apothe- 
cary and the schoolmaster and the others, whoever they 
mi^ht be, were all swept away : they were h^icef orth 
not only idle but demonstrably false. 

One more picture by way of amplification. 

Four centuries ago there were no boundaries to our 
planet earth. Each man was free to imagine it according 
to his own pleasure. Above it in Heaven was the place 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BRUNO 421 

of the blest, below it in Hell was the place for the damned, 

— ^room for all. Then came Columbusi and his followers, 

and it turned out that the earth was a sphere measured 

through in all directions, upon which if a man sailed on 

^n^estward he came back to his starting-point from the 

east, a prison from which there was no escape. Magellan's 

men had even feared that they were reaching the rim of 

the world and would topple over ; now every one knew 

that we, at any rate so long as this life lasts, are chained 

to our dust-speck of a planet, and that every fall means 

falling back upon the earth. And then came Copernicus, 

and robbed us of all space for our dreams ; for God who 

is in Heaven there was no place left, no place for the 

etonal fires of Hell — ^indeed, as soon as space became 

recognised as boundless there was no Above and no Below, 

no Here and no There. The service rendered to human 

thought by Kant's Critique of Pure Reason is throughout 

analogous. It sets free and at the same time imposes 

limits. " The age is no longer to be held back by sham 

knowledge." So Kant sets out upon his voyage of 

discovery ; his aim is to achieve true knowledge instead 

of sham : the result is, however, that our reason, like our 

earth, is represented as a sphere moving freely, limited 

all round, and by itself. Here too there is no '' rim " 

from which a man can reach a space beyond, either 

upwards or downwards; rather does every road over 

which our thoughts travel only lead in a circle on this 

small Sphere of Reason : it is only upon the ocean of 

experience that we can drcxunnavigate it, and if we 

boldly press further and further ahead, we once more 

ccnne back to the place whence we started. Earth-born 

we are, and to earth confined. That is why our reason as 

Kant sa3^, " can never go beyond the fiield oi possible 

experience," and can never undertake to escape from 

th^ domain which has been assigned to it, because beyond 

it there is " nothing for us but empty space."^^' 
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Thas hand in hand with the < 
the Coperakan fiHuial fa w , 
eiqmence, aD thofe doctiin 
it faB at oooe and far an tmie. So,for 
annihflatcs adl so-€aDed " pioofe " ol the 
God down to their deepest roots; God is ^ 
postulate, something wfaidi we btfitve, not 
which we can know or in any way nnagine. And 
other hand, in opposition to the many dogmas of 1 
science, whidi, as I showed in nyfigt and second leiXuiesi, 
outstep experience in eveiy end and comer, Kant slMjn& 
that eveiy doctrine of bodies ends with enqitiness^ and 
therefore with that windi is imintfBigihle, and that there 
is therefore nothing left far reason in this *^«««", " hot 
instead of investigating the ntmost bounds of things, to 
investigate and fix the utmost bounds <A its own unaided 
power, left to itsdf with no h^> from outside." As for 
triiat concerns the sof^nsts after the maimer of Bruno, 
and to be just, of all the school-pfailosc^ihers from 
Aristotle to Hegd, — how they take the fidd against one 
another with their armies of definitions and s]^ilogisnis, 
and prove with keenest precision either that God is 
identical with nature or dse is essentially difierent from 
nature, that there are atoms or that there are no atoms, 
that the worid must be infinite or of necessity finite, and 
so forth, Kant prmiounces judgment from the ^and- 
point of criticism ; " There is thus in reality no room lor 
polemics in the field of pure reasoa. Both sides are 
flogging the air, pu£Biig themsdves out with their own 
shadows : for th^ go be3^cmd nature, in yAadi there is 
nothing for them to lay hold of : they may fi^ as they 
will : the shadows which they cut down grow together 
again in a moment like thehooes in VaBialla, in ordato 
be able to make merry again in Uoodless contests."^^ 

I ttunk you must see deariy what it is that differentiates 
the view which Kant's eye takes of the worid from the 
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view of the typical schoolman and fanatic of reason, 

Bruno. The one fathers criticism, the other dogmatism. 

The fact that Kant soared higher with his thoughts than 

Bruno, would only constitute a relative difference ; but 

the fact that he possessed that higher discretion of which 

I spoke at the beginning of this section, and which I 

tried in our parallel to illustrate as a turning round of a 

man's self, forms a fundamental difference. Here he 

becomes something more than a philosopher, he becomes 

a scientific discoverer ; his view has brought to all the 

more gifted of mankind a revelation the result of which 

is a totally new comprehension of human life and of 

human ideals. 

But we must take a further step before we make an 
end of this lecture. What I said a while ago about Bruno's 
conception of the Ego, Nature and God, together with 
the previous reflections upon mythology and Hellenic 
philosophy, and all this in relation to our former lectures, 
allows us now to obtain a deeper and more exact insight 
into the personality of Kant. You know how I am tied 
down : I cannot take Kant's philosophy as known, nor 
can I work with scholastic conceptions. That is why 
my characterisation of Kant's critical method has pene- 
trated so little into detail, remaining little more than 
an illustration of an intdlectual attitude; a closer 
inspection of Kant's method must be reserved for the 
last lecture. Still, I think that we have now sufficient 
material to take a bold plunge into the deepest water 
without any fear of being drowned in pure abstractions — 
we shall be buoyed up by many concrete notions. 

Kant attaches great weight to the fact that he " not 
only suspects, but has proved" the impossibility of 
knowing anything outside of experience. Do you know 
how it became possible to add cogency to this proof ? 
Through the criticism of experience itself, through the 
proof that our experience is composed of various recipro- 
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cally conditiomng parts, so that neither that which we 
perceive as the " World " nor that which we think of as 
" Ego " is of itself simple, and thus perception blocks up 
thought, and thought blocks up percq>tion, each pre* 
venting the other from seeing out into that which lies 
beyond our limited human expmence. The dogmatist 
has no suspicion of this. If I leave the ccHitemplation of 
the starry heavens with Anaxagoras in order to deduce 
that it is God who sets them in motion, then, through the 
intermediary of a mere inference of thought, I leave 
something perceived in nature to arrive at something 
which is impossible of perception. Precisely the same is 
the case with the God of Aristotle and his fifty-five 
heavenly si»rits or aioos : the painfully exact observation 
of empirical facts is fundamental, but the thinker strides 
out over these facts from one logical inference to another 
until its want of consistency and conclusion is satisfied. 
A Bruno, who must serve us as the type of the whole 
second army of thinkers from Yidjnavalkya to Schopen- 
hauer, sets to work in a different way, for whilst Anaxa- 
goras and Aristotle stride outwards on the path of 
perception, and take God as at most the mechanical 
author of all motion, Bruno, on the contrary, at once 
works inwards on the path of thought, and finds God as 
the very inmost conception in all things, setting them in 
motion from this " inmost " and not from outside. Da 
tun si ckiama artefice inUmo perche forma la nuUeria e la 
figura da dentro, " we call him the builder from inside 
because he forms matter and form from within outwards." 
Motor ab intemis is God.^^^ In the same way the Indians 
called God the inner director. Here the world does not 
become intelligible until we see God at work ; in the 
other case God was deduced from the conception of the 
world. You no doubt observe that in these two opposite 
methods of thought, with the direction outwards and the 
direction inwards, and the two divine myths which 
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result from them, God in the outermost, God m the in- 
most, there is one fmidamental acceptation common to 
both. Both put in the foremost place that identity of 
thinking and being, or thinking and seeing, of which I 
spoke at the beginning of my lecture, and which I recog- 
nised as the fundamental myth of all philosophising : iot 
if this identity did not exist these thinkers would have 
had no right upon the path of mere logical consideration 
to arrive at the conclusion of the invisible from the 
visible, from the perception of motions to the necessity 
of a moving power. And it is this common foundation 
of all different doctrines which Kant lays in ruins by his 
criticism of experience, and of which Plato, full of pre- 
science, two thousand years earlier, but without being 
imderstood, had exposed the untenability. Kant's 
criticism proves that our Thinking and our Seeing are so 
interdependent and interwoven that neither dare take 
a single step without the other. " Understanding and 
sensibility can only determine subjects in us (mankind) 
when they are in comlnnation." If we separate them, 
we have perceptions without conceptions, or conceptions 
without perceptions ; but in either case notions that we 
can refer to no fixed subject. Between the canopy of 
heaven aild the invisible God whom we believe to have 
created it and to cause it to move in circles, there lies 
only a chain of thoughts without any perceptible foun- 
dation ; between the Atman-Pneuma-Soul in my living 
consciousness and God, both living in all things and 
inspiring them with souls, there lies a mere anal(^ of 
the material of perception, an atrial rainbow-bridge, 
leading from the known across to the unknown : both are 
equally inadmissible, reason dupes itself. For thinking 
outside the domain of experience marked out by perception 
(like God " over the canopy of heaven") is mere "toying 
with notions" (R.V. 195), and the pretended perception 
of something which cannot be perceived (as for instance of 

I.— 2 B2 
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the inner Deity) is a fiction surpassing all imagination, — 
a " mere freak/' The critic will not allow what both the 
monist and the dualist have the impertinence to do. — 
the splitting up of that complex whole upon which our 
experience depends, — the Ego-Nature or the Nature-Ego, 
call it what you will, — ^and so where the one part cannot 
co-operate permit the other to be pressed forward al<Hie. 
Thoughts, even when they are bom of the Ego, only 
depend upon perceptions in nature, perceptions which 
even when they are borrowed fnnn nature have no 
existence unless they are intelligibly accessible to the 
Ego. In contradistinction therefore to the assampdon 
of two absolutely separate, but therefore absolutely 
equally valuable component parts, — ^Thinking and Seeing, 
the Ego and the World, — ^the critic points out that both 
parts are organically interdependent, something in -the 
same way as the nervous system and the heart : without 
the functions of the nerves there can be no action of the 
heart, without heart-action no function of the norves — 
so that it is impossible to advance a single step with the 
one without the other. It is thus that the primeval 
myth of all mythology and of all pre-critical philosophy 
falls to the ground. 

Do you observe how there hes before us here a second 
relation of reciprocal conditioning and being conditioned, 
directed more inwards? Without given, immutable, 
forms of Thinking and Seeing from which there is no 
escape, there can be no possible experience of empirical 
things ; on the other side, however, without empirical 
experience, and that means without any " matter 
for recognition by the senses," — without something 
given outside of the perceiving Ego, no Seeing, and 
without empirical perception no Thinking and therefore 
again no experience. Each of the two parts is at the same 
time conditioned and conditioning ; and since that is so 
I as man can never attain to anything which is xndepen- 
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dent or free from condition or absolute : there is no 
possibility of reaching a place of vantage in that direction. 
It is impossible for me ever to comprehend the Thing, 
purely as such, and stripped of all forms of human per- 
ception and thought ; for that which I conceive as Thing 
is through and through amalgamated with an inseparable 
alloy out of my own inner self ; so much so that if I try 
to brush away all that is subjective (the impressions of the 
senses and the categories of thoughts), I end by reaching 
not the notion of a Thing, but a mere abstract conception, 
the conception of substance, the shadow of a shadow 
thought, and even that I must abandon because it is after 
all only an indispensable formal ccmception, not a true 
percepticm. I fare no better when I try to grasp the Ego 
purely as such with its inborn laws of Seeing and Thinking ; 
for it is so thoroughly real — ^the form of sensibility, all 
the possible series of thoughts, time as the intermediary 
between both, — ^this whole complicated intellectusil 
organisation is so exclusively coined upon objects of 
concrete experience, that when I try to remove all that 
is corporeal, and to reflect upon my mere ]l^o-conscious- 
ness, I at last reach not a thought, but a bare, poverty- 
stricken because entirely empty, perception, without 
comprehension and without ideas. ^^* Here the result 
is a double insight. First, " if I remove the thinking 
subject, the whole corporeal world must collapse''; 
secondly, " if I remove the corporeal world perceived by 
the senses, the thinking Ego fades away." Nothing can 
prevent me from distinguishing analytically my own 
Thinking and my own Seeing as two different functions of 
my power of recognition, just as I distinguish between 
heart and brain ; but I am not in a position even in 
thought to isolate a pure Ego, freed from all empiricism, 
from a pure, entirely objective, corporeal world, for in 
that case there would remain mere phantoms, empty 
words without sense. And of com-se you already under- 
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stand that this single examination suffices to expose as 
"freaks/' as Kant says, all the philosoidiies which 
neverthdess found their structuxes upon this separation, 
or, as we would rather say» as interesting but violent 
mythologies. For whether I try in common with the 
thinkers of the Bruno group to consume the corporeal 
world by the Ego-wodd, giving a soul to everythiiig, 
denying all individuality, annihilating all f onn, till I 
can say with Plotinus, " Nature is Soul," and with Bruno, 
"it is a single divine Monad"; or whether like Demooitus 
I win over the Ego-worid to the corporeal world, and 
declare with Kapila " I am not " ; or whether with 
Aristotle I undertake to separate the two entirely from 
one another — on the one side, the Nous-creator related 
to the Ego, on the other, the corporeal world related to 
mybody,^^^ — ^I know all the same that in every one of these 
attempts I am undertaking an impossibility, for every one 
of than presmnes an aichimedean point which in reality 
does not exist. It is with Kant that at last man becomes 
conscious that he has all along been a mere creator of 
myths. Kant's critical work is the Copemican turning- 
point in the history of our intellectual life. 

But with this not only does the more or less consciously 
dreamed philosophic myth collapse, but also the entirely 
unconscious presumption of our daily life, the un- 
sophisticated prime dogma of all dogmas, that our 
perceptions correspond to things. According to Kant's 
view, which I have just set forth. Thinking and Perception 
behave far more like two mirrors set the one over against 
the other, from which each throws back the pictures to 
the other from which it has received them and neither 
can see whether the picture which is formed in it, widch 
it can only see in the other mirror, exactly corresponds 
to an externally present concrete object. This recognitioii, 
which we are able to maintain proceeds firom Kant's 
method of viewing the world, has been summed np by 
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the Sage into one word, the meaning of which must be 
clear and familiar to you, — ^the word Erscheintmg, phe- 
nomenon. It is only when this word has acquired a living 
meaning for you that you can know exactly how Kant's 
eye viewed the world. I should like to sum up in a formula 
what is to be said about this. 

What in our everyday life we call Things are phe- 
nomena. What we suspect behind the phencmiena are, 
Things of thought, that is to say, empty conceptions in 
which it is impossible to think anything because we 
cannot conceive in them anything perceptible, therefore 
a nonentity. It is impossible to separate the Ego from 
the Things : The Ego also is a phenomenon, and 
what we seek for behind it is a Thing of thou^^t, or to 
speak more accurately, a blind notion, a nonentity. 

I should wish these words to be considered until they 
have perceptibly laid hold of your mind, so that you may 
imderstand that all that smrounds us and all that we 
ourselves are and in which we live and work are Uterally 
similitudes, as the poet says, and phenomena (not Things 
in themselves), as the philosopher is compelled to express 
himself. 

So of the Thing we know nothing, we only know phe- 
nomena. And of the contrast between the universal body 
and the Ego-body, so often touched upon, you know 
that they both correspond, and that therefore what holds 
good of the one is equally applicable to the other : I am 
only conscious of myself when I am conscious of other 
Things, I am therefore just as much a phenomenon as 
they are. But that this whole appreciation is not a 
" mere sham " you can perceive from the following 
explanation of Kant's, " the doctrine of all true idealists 
from the eleatic school to Bishop Berkeley is contained 
in this f onnula : all recognition by the senses and by 
experience is nothing but mere sham, and it is only in 
the ideas of pure understanding and (pure) reason that 
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truth exists. The principle which entirely rules and! 
pervades my idealism is, on the contrary, — ^all recoepoitioa 
of Things out of mere pure understanding, or pure reason 
is nothing but utter sham, and truth exists in experience 
alone.""* 

I have been at some pains to look out this last quotation , 
for I foresaw full well that you would cast it in my teeth 
that all this mi|^t well be an incontestable, but at the 
same time perfectly superfluous, subtlety; for if all 
^diich we call Things, ourselves included, are in reality 
phenomena, not shams, but realities as firm as rocks, 
now eveiything would end by remaining in the old, most 
wholesome and most popular realism. With reference 
to that Kant himself will not find fault with you : he 
says, "what Things may be in themselves I neither 
know nor need to know, because a Thing can never 
appear to me otherwise than as a phenomenon." (R.V. 
332 seq.y He, moreover, teaches expressly the " reality, 
i.e. the objective value of space in view of all that which 
can appear to us outwardly as object." (R.V. 44.) 
But this very thing, the henceforth iirefutable objective 
value of space, is an important result of criticism ; for it is 
precisely this objective value of space and of things in it 
that has been often enough threatened by the philosophers: 
Kant fights here for the unconditioned, unbounded, law- 
abiding value of all science of nature, and in general for 
that which we may in its noblest meaning call " common 
sense.** But the point of this critical analysis of the 
human intellect is, as you see, turned in another direction. 
In ord^ to assure the permanent authority of objective 
experience, of science, of common sense, they mt^ not 
only be raised to the throne, but their enemies, continually 
springing up anew, must be destroyed, and here we are 
served by the recognition that we only have to deal with 
phenomena. For out of mere phenomena we cannot 
arrive at absolute recognition. That is the great result 
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of criticism, a result which was bound to transform our 
M^hole conception of the being of man from the very 
foundations, if it should ever be possible to preach it 
among all cultured people. Kant shows, with an over- 
i^hehning mass of proofs, that as soon as our Thinking 
flies or tries to fly or professes to fly (it is all the same) 
sibove the domain of experience to which our Thinking 
as well as our Seeing is alone directed, it gets into a 
tangle of nonsense and contradictions, and that only the 
might of dogmas incapable of proof and in reality sense- 
less can apparently save it from unavoidable bankruptcy. 
And Kant shows, what no man had suspected before him, 
why that occurs and how it happens and we alwa3rs hear 
the tag, — ^the mistake is that we take mere phenomena for 
Things, and that we hold mere conceptions coined upon 
phenomena alone, as the appreciations of reason, and so 
apply them as if their value reached beyond all experience. 
The greatest philosophers contradict each other, and 
with their contradictory assertions one set of them is 
just as right and just as wrong as the others. If you 
carry our historical excursus of to-day in your mind, you 
know exactly how this hangs together. The different 
possible fundamental conceptions of mankind are ever 
legitimised : but the delusion of a fight for the mastery 
has vanished, — ^vanished also is the fallacy of a so-called 
development through error to truth. Kant has mown 
down the Dogmas for all time. Idealism, Realism, 
Materialism, Scepticism, Monism, Dualism, Pantheism, 
Solipsism, Theism, Atheism, — all the " isms " that ever 
were or ever will be I The chatter of decades of centuries 
is swept away I For we are encircled all round by mere 
phenomena ; Goethe's " all that is transitory is but a 
similitude,'' is the quintessence of what the poet had 
learnt in Kant. We are not competent to attain to Things, 
we can do nothing with them : we do not know whether 
the corporeal world is a unity or a plurality, whether it is 
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mutable or immutable, transient or permanent, finite or 
infinite; we do not know whether the Ego of the soul and 
material nature belong to a common substratum or are 
twofold; we cannot therefore decide anything as to 
whether Thinking and Expansion belong to difEoeot 
essences, or are only different conditions of one identical 
essence ; we possess no oigan, no capacity ever even to 
arrive at the consideration of such questions— -except in 
the blindness of uncritical ignorance.^^* We may main- 
tain that our power of judgment enjoins on us alwa3^ to 
proceed on the assumption that thexe exists a certain 
fitness between nature and our human reason. But we 
can never discover how far this fitness in reality reaches. 
And so Kant is able at the end of his critical masterpiece 
to utter the proud, artiess words, " the greatest and 
maybe only use of all philosophy of pure reason is 
therefore perhaps only negative, inasmuch as it does not 
serve as an oiganon for expansion, but as a discipline 
for fixing boundaries, and instead of discovering truth 
has only the silent merit of warding off errors." Kant's 
achievement is the final annihilation for all time of those 
dogmas which fly above the bounds of experience* as 
well of all religious dogmas as of all those of philosophy 
and natural science. 

It is when you penetrate deeply into Kant's works 
that you will acquire a detailed and convincing know- 
ledge upon these points. I must be content if I have 
shown you distinctiy how sharply and in what a puidy 
scientific way this eye of Kant's, in contradistmction to 
all philosophical subtilisations, penetrated and illuminated 
the inmost network of the mind. That is the individual 
momentum which we must strive to realise. Kant bases 
himself upon facts, — \xpon facts which we must see with 
our eyes, — ^not upon definitions and terminological hair- 
spfittings and syllogistic demonstrations. Kant spedks 
out Uuntly : " as a matter of doctrine, philosophy seems 
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to be quite unnecessary, or rather out of place, because 

after all the attempts that have been made with it up to 

the pnresent time Uttle or no ground has been gained " ; 

and I think that you will be amazed at the precipice, the 

all-devouring abyss of misunderstanding, to use no 

harder word, when you see Kant's most famous pupil, 

Fichte, draw his well-known Entweder-Oder (one thing 

or the other) as a result from the teaching of the master, 

and so in Kant's lifetime pave the way for the reaction 

of the dogmatists and philosophical professors against 

the work of critical Uberation. For Fichte wrote to Kant 

himself, " we have no right to banish scholasticism " ; 

he reintroduces the " absolute " into philosophy, and 

deduces from Kant's critique, that either the Ego must 

be explained out of the world, or as he expresses it the 

Non-ego, or conversely the world, out of the Ego ; and 

so he chooses the latter, and bmlds up the monstrous 

system from which Kant solemnly and publicly dissociated 

himself, and which he with his usual feUdty describes as 

'* a sort of spectre, which, when one thinks that one has 

grasped it, vanishes, so that one finds before one no object 

but (Hily oneself, and even of (meself only the hand which 

clutched at it." ^*^ That was the road over which German 

academical philosophy was to travel to the present day, 

as if Kant had never lived. And in order that Kant should 

fade out of the Uving consciousness of student youth, and 

of the working and enquiring and practically active men 

apart from the professorial chairs, there was drawn up 

that series of classical heroes that you find in every 

Geraian book : Kant, Fichte, Schelling, Hegel, Schleier- 

macher, Herbart, as if there were any single tie of inner 

relationship binding Kant to any one of these men, and 

as if his anti-dogmatic life-work, aimed at the eternal 

annihilation of all scholastic wisdom, had anything in 

common with the achievements of these doughty men, — 

in some sense also men c^ genius,-— but who might as well 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



\ 



434 BRUNO 

have lived a thoosand years before Kant, for any trace 
that his work left iqion them. 

There will be many who will wish to add a name here ; 
they will say that Schopenhauer was the complement of 
Kant. And yet it was predsdy Schopenhauer wlx> 
attempted more than the others, and by virtue <rf Us 
brilliant gifts effected more, towards demo&hing the 
peculiar critical and methodically scientific thou^^its of 
ELant. Between Kant's critique and Schopenhauer's 
dogmatics there is no bridge. 

You, on the other hand, gentlemen, have, unless I am 
mistaken, now fully realised that since Kant's critique 
has enlightened us as to the metaf^ysics of our inner 
man, it is unpermissible to speak of the Worid and of the 
Ego as if they were two difi^^nt and distingiiishaWe 
" Things " which it would be possible to contrast with 
Fichte's '' one or the other " of Ego and Worid, or as 
Schop^ihauer expresses it of Will and Conceptioo 
{Wille und Varstdlung). The distinction betweoi Wcxld 
and Ego is a necessary method, but not the estaUishment 
of a fact.^*^ But you would only have half understood if 
you did not grasp that it is at the same time impossible 
dogmatically to come to a ccmdusion as to the unity of 
the two, as do Fichte as well as Schop^ihauer. The 
fundamental point here lies on the hither side of unity 
and plurality, for what we conceive as World and as Ego 
are simply two ideas, and indeed the two jMrimary ideas 
which embrace all others.^** And since, as we have seen, 
it is not possiUe to make a dean separation between the 
corporeal worid and the Ego worid, all the demoits 
of both being intertwined round one another, we may 
maintain that these two ideas issue frcmi one point, one 
single focus imaginarius indicated in the first lecture. 
And so a more exact analysis joins together again what 
analysis had severed. Still, this unity of Kant's has 
nothing in comm(Hi with the deducticm accepted out of a 
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common unified principle, and it is the opposite contra- 
diction of the universal unity preached by Bruno. For 
in the latter, in spite of all its tricked-out finery of logically 
dialectical arguments, we saw nothing less, but also 
nothing more, than a grand and yet arbitrary repre- 
sentation of mjrths, as one of the various dreanos by 
which we men are haunted when we give the reins to our 
reason and to our phantasy. The unity revealed by 
Kant, on the contrary, is a residt of the critically de- 
liberated analysis of experience. 

I believe that we have reached the goal which I had 
proposed to m}rself in this lecture : I have ferried you 
across from one World into the other, out of the world 
of dogmas into the world of the critical analysis of experi- 
ence and of scientifically methodical thought. And if 
you cast your thoughts back upon our schematic survey, 
you will surely agree with me if I repeat my contention 
that Kant belongs to the Goethe-Schopenhauer group 
with its Thinking inwards and Seeing outwards. Yet while 
all the others, with the exception of Plato, remain fixed 
in their inborn method of tendency and one-sidedness, — 
Kant, as you have now seen, by his scientific, and in a 
certain sense anti-philosophical, critique of the human 
intellect, overpowers this individual dogmaticism which 
is, so to say, the birthright of us all. He utterly shakes 
ofi the fetters in which his predecessors and followers are 
enchained. But this highest wisdom demands at the 
same time a high moral courage, for, as you will see in 
our last two lectures, every step means renunciation: 
renunciation of so-called knowledge, renunciation of the 
delusions of decades of centuries, renunciation of any 
help that might be hoped for from without. It requires, 
moreover, great qualities of character, an incorruptible 
love of truth, a most intimate power of belief, a fulfilment 
of duty apart from all other considerations ; without these 
it would be hardly possible even transiently to under- 
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stand Kant's standpoint and to view the world as he saw 
it ; for we are dealing here more with a question of faidt 
than of thought. Yet the reward is not wanting. Between 
nature and personality, between the recognised necesaty 
and the experience of freedom, between must and shouM. 
between world and God as the unknown uniting power, as 
nodus et vinculum mundi, standing as the point where the 
Universal crosses and meets, — so, set up between horixoos 
ever flying c^art, stands the power of reason as Kant's 
critical eye sees it. Man can never lack matter for investi- 
gation, for poetry and for dreaming, above all for dealing 
with, and consdous equipment of, himself. Kant's whole 
.Thinking is rooted in the practical : that we shall see 
more and more in the two last lectures. It was necessaiy 
in the interests of the practical aims of the free man that 
dogmatics should be annihilated. Ripe for high destinies. 
That is man as Kant saw him. 

In the two final lectures we shall be moving in this new 
philosophy of Kant's, only here once more for the study 
of the personality and its peculiar character, not oi 
systematic details, still moving essentially with greats 
freedom owing to the higher level which we have attained. 
Plato will render us good service in the endeavour to 
contemplate nature through the eye of Kant : these two 
men stand very near to one another, and the unschooled, 
childlike loftiness of the one will make it easier to under- 
stand the method of perception of the other, sch(dastically 
dressed up as it is, and disentangling itself out of thou- 
sands of years of ratiocination. This survey of nature 
will lead us to the final survey of the inner man : there 
Kant alone can give us the lead. 
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